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Caroline Gruber
Queen Topaz 2015

Feast of Lanterns...
Pacif  ic Grove’s 
Tradition

Pacific Grove Feast of Lanterns 2015

Pageant Day • Saturday, July 25, 2015
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PACIFIC GROVE  |  $1,699,000

COMING SOON  |  PACIFIC GROVE  |  $1,849,000 MONTEREY |  $943,000

PACIFIC GROVE  |  $1,849,000

J.R. Rouse   831.277.3464
Jan Pratt   831.402.2017

Proud Sponsor of the Fireworks for Feast of Lanterns.
Congratulations to Queen Topaz and her court!
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The Feast of Lanterns
Extends many thanks to the

Staff and Management of
Beach House at Lovers Point

f
Their generous contributions helped to make the 

Beach House Brunch fundraiser
an overwhelming success!

- 2015 Board of  Directors

On June 21, the Beach House at Lovers Point Restaurant stepped up again to 
sponsor the Beach House Brunch, a fundraiser from which proceeds go to help 
the Feast of Lanterns.

A scrumptious assortment of locally sourced foods comprised a delectable selection 
for brunch.

Al Borges, a realtor for The Jones Group, shared stories of lighting the Torii gates for 
Feast of Lanterns past when the Pacific Grove Fire Department helped do the fireworks. 
Al is a retired firefighter and skilled auctioneer who highlighted exciting donations such 
as a 2012 Championship San Francisco Giants money clip and keychain made by Tiffany 
and Co. (donated by Samantha Tatum), a beautiful garnet and ruby necklace with a carved, 
fossilized Mammoth Tusk pendant (donated by Wellspring Natural Health), and a two-
night stay in the Crow’s Nest at the Old St. Angela’s Inn.

Donated by our ultimate host, Kevin Phillips, was the highlight of the auction: An 
8 p.m. Pageant Night window seat dinner for four with an amazing view from the Beach 
House of the pageant and fireworks.

Our local community, also known as Friends of the Feast, enjoyed the enchanting 
guitar harmonies of Michael Conly and Bob Wallace of Breeze and had the opportunity 
to bid on a silent auction as well. Local businesses put a Father’s Day spin on donated 
items such as a neon San Francisco Giants clock from The Man Cave Store, a handsome 
succulent-filled metal boot from Miss Trawick’s Home & Garden Shop and an “It’s a 
Boy” gift basket for a new dad, from Sprout’s Boutique. The Beach House celebrated their 
second anniversary and has added to their famous Sunset Supper menu. 

The Feast of Lanterns Board of Directors thanks all who contributed and encourage 
you to continue to support the Feast and the local businesses and artists who donated so 
generously.

The 2nd Annual Beach House Brunch Knocked It Out of the Park this past Father’s Day

Some of the silent auction items at the Beach House Brunch await bidders.
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2015 Royal Court Families
Queen Topaz

Caroline Gruber
Parents - Christine and Bob Gruber 

Sister: Catherine Gruber

princess ruby
Nicole Weber

Parents - Patricia Van Kooten and Ernst 
Weber

Sister - Rachel Weber

princess GarneT
Catherine Gruber

Parents - Christine and Bob Gruber 
Sister - Caroline Gruber

princess Tourmaline
Caroline Evans

Parents - Michelle and Chris Evans
Sisters - Emma and Meredith Evans

princess TurQuoise
Hayley Yukihiro

Parents - Lourdes and Glenn Yukihiro
Siblings - Ashley, Louie and Lourdes 

Yukihiro

princess aQuamarine
Ashley Lyon

Parents -  Linda and Bob Lyon
Sister - Courtney Lyon

princess sapphire
Olivia Cain

Parents - Pam and Jim Cain

By Joni Birch

Tradition is such a simple word for 
such a complex idea. According 
to the dictionary, tradition means 

a way of thinking, behaving or doing 
something that has been used by the people 
in a particular group, family, society, etc. for a 
long time. Also, it is the stories, beliefs, etc., 
that have been part of the culture of a group 
for a long time. 

When it comes to the Feast of Lanterns, 
it is both simple and complex. It is tradition, 
Pacific Grove’s Tradition.

How lucky we are, fellow Pacific 
Grovians, to belong to a town where almost 
every person you walk past says hello? 
Where else in the world, does an entire 
town come together to celebrate the birth of 
a town, a wealth of diversity in population 
and the growth and development of the 
Royal Court? When it comes to the Feast of 
Lanterns, there are many, many traditions. 
And the traditions have evolved and yet, at 
the core, remained the same.

We celebrate the birth of Pacific 
Grove with a cake cutting ceremony at 
the Opening Ceremonies. It has been in a 
variety of places from Chautauqua Hall to 
local banks. The Feast of Flavors is now a 
restaurant showcase, but used to be known 
as the Feast of Salads with…you guessed 
it…salad for lunch. It is still the best lunch 
deal in town for $10. Families used to 
gather on Friday, in front of the Post Office, 
for the Street Dance. This has evolved into 
the Feast of Dancing, still highlighting 
local dance groups with crowd instruction, 

Feast of Lanterns… 
Pacific Grove’s Tradition 2015

but is now at Chautauqua Hall, joined by 
a DJ. Pageant Day is still a day for family 
fun, although we now have a kiddie carnival 
and vendors with a wide variety of food, 
instead of the Chicken BBQ. The Pageant 
has always brought “ooohs” and “aaaahs” 

from the crowd. Cheers always erupt when 
the Queen and Chang reunite and escape in 
a small boat. Closing Ceremonies will be at 
Chautauqua Hall on Sunday.

Tradition has changed for the Royal 
Court, and yet, the result is the same. Like a 
Monarch butterfly, all of these young women 
transform into confident, well spoken adults. 
Serving on the Royal Court has changed 
from competing in beauty pageants, to 
being hand selected by Elmarie Dyke, to 
the current Court Selection by a panel of 
judges. Now, the Feast of Lanterns offers 
scholarships (since 1987), acknowledging 

bnnContinued on page 8

The Hautau sisters perform a Tongan-
dance at Opening Ceremonies, 2014
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Safety first!
Berwick Park will be closed all day, Saturday, July 25, in the interest of safety 

around fireworks.
Traffic closure at Lovers Point will be expanded to accommodate the Children’s 

Carnival.
In addition, please observe the following safety rules while enjoying the Pageant:

NO OPEN FLAMES on the beach or at Lovers Point Park.

Only battery operated lights or glow sticks are permitted to light lanterns.

NO BARBECUES on the beach or at Lovers Point Park.

NO PETS on the beach or at Lovers Point Park. 
Service animals are permitted.

NO ALCOHOL on the beach or at Lovers Point Park.

NO SMOKING, E-CIGARETTES or HOOKAHS on the beach or at
Lovers Point Park.

The Great Stone Staircase will be closed from 7:00 p.m. Saturday for the 
purposes of the Pageant. Please help us maintain the eight-foot walkway down the 
concrete stairs and down to the beach and to the water’s edge.

Please consider the high tide when choosing your place on the beach.

Thank You! We appreciate your cooperation in putting safety first! 

      
    In Stride                         Physical Therapy & Rehab

Have a Festive 
Feast of Lanterns!

from your hometown 
Physical Therapy Clinic!

618 Lighthouse Ave, PG  -  (831) 657-0177 - www.instridept.com
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a permanent Feast of Lanterns event. The 
modest Pet Parade of 1952 little resembles 
the Pet Parade of today, which draws  scores 
of participants and hundreds of spectators,” 
Dixie Layne wrote in a tribute to Nodilo 
when the founder of the Pet Parade died, 
in 2010. The event is usually scheduled for 
the Friday before the Pageant, this year July 
24, at Caledonia Park. Watch for dogs, cats, 
budgies, the occasional goldfish, chickens, 
even pigs and iguanas. It is free to enter 
and, judging by the numbers of spectators 
who line Lighthouse Avenue downtown on 
the afternoon it wends its way up the street, 
remains an extremely popular event.

• Quality Bicycles and Components
• Expert Service for Road & MTB
• Custom Built Bikes & Wheels

• Accessories & Clothing

(831) 375-4322
318 Grand Avenue • Pacific Grove

Family owned

and operated

for 29 years.

WINNING WHEELS BICYCLE SHOP

We no longer hold golf tournaments 
or tennis tournaments in connection with 
the Feast as we once did – there were 
tournaments, boating events, and more 
after the Chatauqua years – particularily 
in the 30s and 40s. Boat races, scuba diver 
competitons, and tennis tournaments fell by 
the wayside after being a part of the Feast 
for several decades.

Citizens no longer dress in costume as 
they did in 1905. Some still find it in them 
to dress in costume for special occasion 
involved with the Feast. (Have you been to 
the Pet Parade or the Feast of  Dance? )

Nor do townspeople parade through 
town with the Queen in a sedan chair as they 
used to.

We once held bonfires on Pacific Grove 
beaches in 1920s-1940s when the Feast of 
Lanterns was held as an “Open House” to 
showcase what Pacific Grove had to offer 
and celebrate new additions like the opening 
of Plunge at Lovers Point or the 1923 
LaFrance fire engine.

The Pet Parade, with its “cuteness 
factor” of 11 on a scale of 10, has become 
a staple of Feast Week. It’s not organized 
by the Feast of Lanterns committee, rather 
by the City of Pacific Grove Recreation 
Department. It began in 1952 as a way for 
then-recreation supervisor Ruby Nodilo to 
keep her summer charges occupied as they 
swarmed around Caledonia Park.

“Six years later Ruby’s close friend 
Elmarie Dyke, who with her husband Clyde 
was instrumental in reviving the Feast of 
Lanterns in 1958, asked her dear friend 
Ruby if the Pet Parade could become part 
of the Feast of Lanterns, and that is the 
simple story of how the Pet Parade became 

The Tourist and Newcomer Guide to The Feast of Lanterns

There are three questions most often 
asked of people involved with the 
Feast of Lanterns. Number one is, 

“Will there be fireworks this year?” (If the 
permit goes through, yes, we answer. And 
we hope that we will have funding.)

The second most popular is “When is 
the Feast of Lanterns?” (It’s always the last 
full weekend in July, we answer, because 
we know what they mean is, “When is 
the pageant on the pier?” The festivities 
actually start the week before. Traditionally, 
townspeople begin decorating their homes 
after the Fourth of July flags come down. 
Feast of Lanterns week this year starts 
Saturday July 18 with a fashion show.

The third question is, “What exactly 
IS the Feast of Lanterns?” This question 
usually comes from tourists and people who 
just moved to town. 

Those of us who have lived here in 
Pacific Grove know what the Feast of 
Lanterns is all about – or we think we do 
– and we each have our favorite activities. 

It began in 1905 as a closing ceremony 
for the Chautauqua Assembly which once 

met here.
Many of the 

components have gone 
by the wayside or been 
replaced by updated 
versions or are on the 
FOL event calendar 
from time to time. 

For instance, the 
Queen of the Beach 
Beauty Pageant with 
swim suit judging held 
in 1935-1939 changed 
to “Pageant Day at the 
Beach” in 1958 when 
the selection of the 

Royal Court was linked to the Miss America 
pageant, 1958 to 1964.

bnnSee next page

Swimsuit Com-
petition, Gloria 
Newell, 1958

1967: Scuba Diving award presented by 
Sandra Spangler, Donna English, Sheryl 
Turrentine 

Above: 1923, The new LaFrance fire 
engine was reason to celebrate when the 
Feast of Lanterns was called an “Open 
House.” Below: 1958, Elmarie Dyke and 
fire chief Don Gasperson in the 1923 
engine.

1960: Procession to the Beach in cos-
tume, with the Queen in a sedan chair.

Pet Parade, 1975
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The Feast of Flavors, originally the 
ham dinner, was served at the Masonic 
Lodge (on Central next to Caledonia park) 
on white linens. Then, after an absence 
it was resurrected to be called “Feast of 
Salads” and featured a variety of salads 
donated by local restaurants. It lagged 
in popularity. It was also a victim of the 
recession – the restaurants could not afford 
to contribute  - and it was cancelled for 
a few years, but was revived in 2011 as a 
full-on buffet of all types of foods, again 
provided by local restaurants. The Feast of 
Flavors is set for  the Thursday before the 
Pageant, July 23 at Chautauqua Hall. Cost 
is $10. It is a fund-raiser for the Feast.

A fundraising brunch at The Beach 
House at Lovers Point, along with a successful auction, was held once again on 

June 21. Local merchants and fans donated 
exciting prizes, but the most popular prize 
is a “ringside table” at the Beach House, 
from which the lucky winner can watch the 
pageant as they eat their meal. 

Teas and fashion shows at Holman’s 
Department Store were once a part of 

the Feast, to show off the beautiful Royal 
Court costumes made of brocade, silk, and 
satin. There were no teas or fashion shows 
for many years until 2005 for the Feast 
Centennial and another in 2008. Dixie 
Layne put together a very successful one in 
2010 with the help of Canterbury Woods. 
This year there will be another, set for 
Saturday, July 18 at Asilomar. 

So what will we answer when the next 
visitor asks, “What exactly IS the feast of 
Lanterns?” How about, “It’s a 110-year-
old tradition that celebrates Pacific Grove. 
There will be a play with a queen and 
princesses, a dragon, entertainment all 
week, and probably fireworks at Lovers 
Point on Saturday evening. Do come. 
Follow the crowds. And bring your 
blanket.”

The Tourist and Newcomer Guide to The Feast of Lanterns cont’d
The Ham Dinner at the Masonic Lodge 
called for artfully folded napkins at each 
place setting. The Royal Court and El-
marie Dyke are seen in the background. 
For many years, the  “Feast of Chicken.” 
was held on Lovers Point/ Here’s Jessie 
Wooldridge, great aunt of Helen Getz, 
Queen Topaz 1973.

Public speaking was one of the require-
ments of members of the Royal Court 
when they were part of the Miss Pacific 
Grove competition whic was affiliated 
with  the Miss America competition. Glo-
ria Newell, 1958.

The Tea and Fashion Show was revived 
in 2010 after an absence of many years. 
Above, Jill Haylings, mother of Alli Hay-
lings, models when the event was held 
at Canterbury Woods. Jean Melder, Miss Butterfly, 1958

HA L P A
Stationers      1966

MON-SAT 10-5:30   221 FOREST AVE.  PACIFIC GROVE  

10% OFF BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES WITH  AD
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By Dixie Layne
© Dixie Layne 2015

The country was deep in the middle 
of the Great Depression when Bruce Ariss 
moved to Pacific Grove in 1934 with his 
new bride, Jean. He was an artist, she a 
writer; both were graduates of Cal Berkeley. 
With $200 in his pocket he had made 
from gold mining, he and his bride came 
here to become part of the artists’ colony 
that he had heard existed in the Monterey-
Carmel-Pacific Grove area. They moved 
into a friend’s single car garage which he 
converted into a six room apartment, thus 
beginning what Bruce described as a two-
year honeymoon, living well on $8 a month 
from his gold mining savings. 

The first person he befriended was a 
young marine biologist, Ed “Doc” Ricketts, 
who subsequently introduced him to John 
Steinbeck. Bruce was a member of the  
“Twenty-one” and spent many hours in the 
Lab with Ricketts and Steinbeck, which 
is where they gathered with friends to 
socialize, listen to music, share experiences 
and drink red wine.

An experience Steinbeck and Ariss 
shared was Pacific Grove’s celebration of the 
opening of the “Plunge”.

It was 1935 when the “Plunge,” a WPA 
project at Pacific Grove’s beach opened and 

was celebrated by the City with an event 
called an “Open House” of which the Feast of 
Lanterns was a part. Bruce and Jean, two of 
Pacific Grove’s newer residents, were at the 
beach that evening to witness the festivities. 
One of the most memorable events of this 
celebration was when Father Neptune rose 
from the water to crown the Queen. In fact, 
it was such a fun event that the media asked 
the Queen and Father Neptune to reenact 
the coronation on Sunday so they could film 
it – but the best part could not be reenacted.

On Saturday evening, Queen of the 
Beach Margaret Hill was to be crowned at 
the water’s edge by Father Neptune, Eddie 
Bushnell – a well known deep sea diver. Eddie 
was a big man to begin with and was further 
weighed down by 200 pounds of diver’s lead. 
As he trudged slowly up out of the sea, his 
helmet gleaming in the floodlights, he made 
a rather majestic if not topiary figure. As he 
reached up to crown the Queen he started to 
topple … the crowd held its breath. Father 
Neptune whirled the crown in circles above his 
head, fighting to keep his balance – at last he 
regained his footing, the Queen was crowned, 
and the evening saved. 

The photos of the event are from that 
Sunday’s reenactment but Bruce managed to 
capture it all in one of the many drawings he 
did over the years of the Feast of Lanterns. 

Bruce Ariss’s famous cartoon. Note the 
lighted boats in the background. 
From the Layne collection

Crowds today certainly wouldn’t fit on 
the pier! 
Courtesy Pat Hathaway - California Views

the valuable community service completed 
by the Queen and Princesses. Elmarie based 
the Royal Court on the jewels for each 
birth month, thereby creating a colorful 
array of Princess costumes. Trading cards 
were started in 1998 and are collected by 
enthusiasts of all ages. Being chosen for 
the Royal Court is still a great honor for 
the young women ranging from graduated 
eighth graders to graduated seniors. Royal 
Court applicants must either attend PGHS 
or live within Pacific Grove to be eligible. 
Applications will be available on our website 
feast-of-lanterns.org in January 2016 for the 
next Royal Court.

Family and friends also make up the 
tradition to reunite on the beach, fly in from 
all over the world, and spend time enjoying 
each other’s company during the official 
Feast of Lanterns week (last full week in 
July). What an honor for me to witness 
a little boy, brought to the Pageant by his 
grandmother, who jumped up and down 
shouting “This is awesome! Fireworks are 

amazing! This is the best day of my life!” The 
Legend of the Blue Willow (Pacific Grove’s 
version) is a time honored classic of true love 
conquering all. Many cultures share some 
version of this story. Lit lanterns on the 
beach remind us of a simpler time, the soft 
glow illuminating the fog as they did from 
the Chinese Fishing Village and Japanese 
Tea House on that first Feast in 1905. 
Pacific Grove adopted the traditions of the 
Chautauqua Assembly and has evolved into 
the Feast of Lanterns today, inspired by the 
exquisite array of cultures all around us.

We thank our local businesses that have 
stepped up and offered financial help, people 
like J.R. Rouse and Jan Pratt of Sotheby’s 
International Real Estate who sponsor the 
fireworks show, Kevin Phillips from The 
Beach House Restaurant for hosting our 
second annual fund-raising brunch, and 
Peggy Jones from The Jones Group who will 
sponsor the July 18 Fashions of the Feast at 
Asilomar Conference Grounds, featuring 
Feast inspired fashion from local boutiques. 
Give a cheer for the all volunteer board of 
directors who work tirelessly to pull off the 

Bruce Ariss: Chronicling the Feast Pacific Grove’s Tradition cont’d
bnn From page 4
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Feast. Give another cheer for the hundreds 
of volunteers, donning our turquoise 
t-shirts, for donating time out of their 
busy lives to make these events a success. 
Patronize the local businesses and artists 
who donate money or their wares for the 
Feast. And finally, thanks go to YOU…for 
your help, financial support, and attending 
the events. You truly make this the “Feast of 
Lanterns….Pacific Grove’s Tradition” year in 
and year out for generations to come. Bring 
your blanket, your lantern, your friends, your 
family, and yourself. You are always welcome 
to join us… We’ll see you at the beach!

Holding the family spot on the beach on 
Pageant Day.

229 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove • 831.646.9144

PG Hardware: Supporting Feast of Lanterns for Over 35 Years!

“We help you 
do-it-yourself.”

Congratulations 
Feast of Lanterns

2015 Royal Court!

Pacific Grove’s Tradition cont’d
Feast of Flavors, 2014: 
A tasty buffet of dishes 
from various restau-
rants. 

Now held outside 
Chatauqua Hall, the 
Chalk Fest gives chil-
dren a chance to meet 
the Royal Court and to 
draw on the sidewalk!

Top of the Stairs Lantern Shop at Cannery Row Antique Mall 
471 Wave St., Monterey • 831-655-0264

Monterey Peninsula’s Largest Source for Chinese Lanterns
20-50% Off Selected Paper Lanterns through August 15th.
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It is doubtful that Marabee had any 
idea that she would become one of the 
cornerstones for the Feast of Lanterns…

Pacific Grove’s Tradition when she was 
stuffing the first envelopes for Elmarie 
Dyke. A few years later, Marabee would be 
a contestant in the Miss Monterey County 
Pageant in 1961. Helen Shropshire, Mayor 
Frank Shropshire’s wife, organized the local 
businesses to sponsor each contestant, who 
would then also serve with Elmarie on the 
Royal Court. Marabee served as Princess 
Turquoise 1961, wearing lovely blue-green 
brocade. She continued to volunteer for 
the next 20 years, doing almost everything 
for the Feast, but did not know that the 
opportunity to direct would be coming her 
way.

After the sudden passing of Elmarie 
Hurlbert Hyler Dyke, the grand matriarch 
of the Feast of Lanterns, it was a natural 
choice to have Marabee Rush Boone take 
the reins for directing the Pageant. She 
had been a director for California’s First 
Theatre for more than 10 years by 1982. 
Marabee directed six shows per year, every 
year. The Olio Revue was a showcase held 
in December and January that was created, 
and always directed, by Marabee until the 
theater closed at the end of 2000 for repairs 
and retrofitting.

Prior to Elmarie’s passing, the Royal 
Court would attend a Wednesday night 
benefit program at the California’s First 
Theatre. A percentage of the ticket sales 
would go to help finance the Feast. Excited 
Princesses would sit in the front row with 

Marabee Boone, Pageant Director, to Direct her 32nd 
and Final Show on July 25, 2015

court blossom makes it all worthwhile.
And so, we come to the end of an era 

for Marabee as the Pageant Director. But 
just ask Marabee if this is the end to her 
work with the Feast. Her answer will be “58 
years and counting as a volunteer,” but she 
will never be done with the Feast. Marabee 
will never fully retire. It is the right time for 
her to step down as director and hand them 
the reins over to Joni Birch, current Board 
President. Joni, with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Theatre Arts and a love for the Feast of 
Lanterns and the community, will direct the 
Pageant beginning in July 2016. Marabee 
will continue to organize the entertainers 
on Pageant Day. She is a Board Member 
Emeritus and has the support of the Feast 
of Lanterns Board to help with any event 
or activity that she would like to be involved 
with.

Please extend a hearty thank you and 
a warm hug to Marabee when you see her. 
She will forever be an integral part of the 
foundation for the Feast of Lanterns and 
the community for Pacific Grove. Marabee, 
like Chang and his beloved Koong-se, you 
are a forever Monarch in our eyes. Thank 
you for all you have done and will continue 
to do!

family and friends filling the rows behind 
them. We were charmed by the vignettes, 
singing, costumes and comedy of a bygone 
era until the California’s First Theatre closed 
its doors. Many of Marabee’s fellow actors 
and actresses would also help her fill roles 

for the Pageant such as Joe Shammas as Ta-
Jin (the haughty suitor) and Laerne Seeman 
as Chun soy (the kind nurse).

Directing the Pageant has been filled 
with excitement and sometimes, perhaps, 
a little too much. One beautiful Pageant 
afternoon, after going home to iron the 
costumes for that night’s performance, 
Marabee was driving down Forest Ave.  
When she got to the beach, the set had 
disappeared. In those days, before Walt 
Cooley designed the supports, the set was 
held up by wire and somehow had ended 
up down on the rocks. Of course, the show 
must go on, so Marabee and crew scrambled 
onto the rocks and set it back up before the 
Pageant began.

Marabee’s favorite memory happens 
every year when the Princesses come down 
the great stone staircase, bubbling over with 
excitement and turn to see the equally excited 
crowd with their beautiful lit lanterns on the 
beach. Bringing the community together 
and watching those young women on the 

Above and right: Marabee 
and St. Mary’s-By-The-Sea 
Cub Scout Pack 125 present 
the flag ceremony in 2013.

Left: Marabee on the mic giv-
ing “shout-outs” for sponsors.

Below: Marabee hugs the 
2014 Royal Court on the pier.

MonSori Samulnori rovides pier entertainment, 2014.
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Arts & Crafts Classes for All Ages
301 Grand Avenue, Pacific Grove • phone: 831-402-1275

email: sunflowerstudiopg@gmail.com

SIGN UP 
NOW!

Summer 
Art Camp

Watercolor
Calligraphy
and more!

Supporting Feast of Lanterns for over 7 years!
Artisana Gallery

612 Lighthouse Ave. • Pacific Grove • 655-9775

By Peter Mounteer

Everyone knows the guys who setup and tear down the stage at the Feast 
of Lanterns every year. They are participants of the members of The 
Bridge Ministry here in Pacific Grove, a Christian outreach program 

for men whose lives have been adversely affected, sometimes destroyed, by 
addiction. Michele and Michael Casey  opened The Bridge in Seaside in 2006, 
with a mission to help restore the lives of men who struggled with addiction. The 
Caseys began their program after observing a level of need that was not being 
met at their weekly drug and alcohol support group meetings at their church, 
Calvary Monterey. They observed other ministries all over California, such as 
Well Ministry in Chico and Victory Outreach in Salinas, and a ministry in Fort 
Lauderdale, as models for their own. However,that’s not to say that the program 
is carved in stone, “We are continually in the process of changing things up, with 
different information and different people we learn things along the way.” said 
Michele Casey. They moved to Pacific Grove in 2010 when demand for their 
services exceeded the capacity of their Seaside location. 

Much of what grounds the three phase program is community service, 
such as the services they render for the Feast of Lanterns every year, which 
occurs throughout the program. Upon entry into the program, each participant 
is assigned a department where they work, and rotate in and out if needed. 
Participants will often do janitorial services at Calvary Monterey, along with 
chores at the Pacific Grove campus, located on the corner of Second and Central 
in Pacific Grove. In addition to community service, participants attend frequent 
bible study and group meetings as part of the program.

A new part of life at The Bridge involves the Second Chance thrift store, 
established in the former Patrick’s Consignment Store building. The store is 
partially staffed by program participants, and partially staffed by individuals with 
retail experience. The Second Chance Thrift Store is part of the larger, ongoing, 
“Walk of Hope” fundraising campaign to help bolster funding for the Bridge, in 
order to manage its eventual expansion into a second men’s home and a brand 
new women’s home, offering the similar services for women struggling with 
addiction. The Bridge itself is entirely privately funded and receives no state or 
federal grants of any kind. 

The only condition for entry into the Bridge’s three-phase program is 
the desire to be there and change. The program is a 12 month residential 
commitment.

The guys at The Bridge have been helping out with the Feast of Lanterns for 
several years. “We’ve helped with setup, teardown and games. Marabee Boone 
[Pageant Director] will often give us a wish list and plug us in around staffing 
shortfalls,” Casey said. “Community service has always been an integral part of 
our program. Instead of people looking at The Bridge as a liability, we want to 
be seen as a blessing and an asset to the community. And community service 
is good for [our guys] as well. Everybody has something that  they are good at. 
Some of our guys love working the grill at Calvary, [for example] different things 
motivate them and it gives them a much bigger perspective of what’s going on in 
the world, because addiction can be very self-focussed, so serving the community 
gives them a broader view.” 

Bridge Restoration Ministry: 
An invaluable part of 
the Feast of Lanterns

Feast of Salads was $3 in 1979...

...so $10 for Feast of Flavors today is a real bargain!

Tickets from the
Layne Collection
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Feast of Lanterns Queens
Year Name Current Residence

1935 Margaret Hill Houston (deceased)
1938 Helen Chick Oliveri (unknown)
1958 & 1959 Gail Maitre Tyler Memphis, TN
1960 Julie Anne Kahle (deceased)
1961 Geraldine “Jinny” Kahle Beyer Great Falls, VA
1962 Pamela Jean Gamble (unknown)
1963 Mary Pat Gannon Alfiler Kapaa, HI
1964 Claire Buonaccorsi Manship (deceased)
1965 Gail Marie Hyler Redding, CA
1966 Carol Bradley Lauderdale Marina
1967 Sheryl Turrentine Crockett Pacific Grove
1968 Alice J. Stasik (unknown)
1969 Suzanne Blodgett Pacific Grove
1970 Patricia Spangler Farrera Kenwood, CA
1971 Gay Fontana Fresno, CA
1972 Pamela Leslie Dickenson Sparks, NV
1973 Helen Getz Stole Boise, ID
1974 Susan Marie Flatley Wheelright Pacific Grove
1975 Becky DeSmet Sollecito Pacific Grove
1976 Danece Black Hill (unknown)
1977 Linda Hazdovac Stone Pacific Grove
1978 Lori Meazell Riley Lowell, MI
1979 Vicki Feeney Caldwell Modesto, CA
1980 Sylvia Junkin Yap Monterey
1980 Wendy Junkin Adler Marina
1981 Beth Murray Buzza Carmel
1982 Pamela Woodfin Connel Tigard, OR
1983 Deborah Yingling Schugg Pacific Grove
1984 Lara Sallee Pacific Grove
1985 Lynda Hearn (unknown)
1986 Paula Megan DeLay Seattle, WA
1987 Joni Coleman Birch Pacific Grove
1988 Jennifer Grimshaw Wright West Point, NY
1989 Kristin Heilbron Pacific Grove
1990 Alissa Church O’Briant Salinas
1991 Trisha Muench Randall Marina
1992 Cara Ricketson Allard Pacific Grove
1993 Kaye Coleman Pacific Grove
1994 Lena Hakim Requist Montecito, CA
1995 Jacqueline Colon Zwinge Pittsburgh, CA
1996 Monette Gabriel Pacific Grove
1997 Rosie Marquart Nakamoto Pacific Grove
1998 Erica Anne Clay Chavez Monterey
1999 Delia Fuerst McCraley Tucson, AZ
2000 Jennifer Eddlemon Pacific Grove
2001 Anna Fuerst Padilla Pacific Grove
2002 Katie Miller Pacific Grove
2003 Alexandra Stampher Pacific Grove
2004 Sarah Gunter Greenlee Pacific Grove
2005 Sydney Stampher Pacific Grove
2006 Sidney Gunter Pacific Grove
2007 Martha Davis Pacific Grove
2008 Caitlin Greenlee Pebble Beach
2009 Chloe Peterson Edson Ft. Worth, TX
2010 Jenna Hively Pacific Grove
2011 Lindsey Morgan Pacific Grove
2012 Alison Naylor Pacific Grove
2013 Courtney Lyon Pacific Grove
2014 Minhee Cho Pacific Grove

831.372.2242
667 Lighthouse Ave, Pacific Grove

www.bookworkspg.com

Organic

Coffee & Tea

Fresh

Baked Goods

Independent

Bookstore

831.372.2242
667 Lighthouse Ave, Pacific Grove

www.bookworkspg.com

Lantern

Headquarters!

171 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, 831.648.1725

Patricia Hamilton
591 Lighthouse Avenue #10, Pacific Grove. 

Hours by appointment: 831-649-6640. 
Website: www.parkplacepublications.com

Chalice Closet Benefit Shop
120 Carmel Ave. • Pacific Grove

regular hours: Mon., Wed. & Fri. • 11–3
Operated by the Christian Church of Pacific Grove

CONGRATULATIONS 2015 
ROYAL COURT!
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Queen Topaz
Caroline Gruber

The Royal Court on the 
Great Stone Staircase. 

They are, L-R: Princess 
Ruby, Nicole Weber; 

Princess Garnet, Cath-
erine Gruber; Princess 

Tourmaline, Caroline 
Evans; Queen To-

paz, Caroline Gruber; 
Princess Turquoise, 

Hayley Yukihiro; 
Princess Aquamarine, 
Ashley Lyon; Princess 
Sapphire, Olivia Cain. 
Many intresting fund-

raising events will 
lead up to the Feast 

Pageant Day, which is 
always held  on the last 

full weekend in July.

Please welcome Nicole Weber to the Royal Court 
as Princess Ruby 2015, radiant in her red brocade.  
Nicole joins the Royal Court as a sophomore from 

Pacific Grove High School. She is an outstanding clerk for 
the Mock Trial team, voted best courtroom clerk during 
the Monterey County Mock Trial finals. As a sophomore, 
she maintained an impressive 4.0 GPA while taking seven 
classes. She is an active member of the Young Writer’s 
Club and the Tomodachi Club. Pacific Grove Library is 
where Nicole enjoys volunteering her time. Nicole also 
plays the piano, enjoys storytelling, and doing origami. She 
is a serious, dedicated, and professional young woman. Her 
family lived on both sides of the United States; in Florida 
on the East Coast and in California on the West Coast. 
They have settled permanently in Pacific Grove, four years 
and counting. Patricia Van Kooten and Ernst Weber are 
her parents. She has an older sister, Rachel. Nicole feels 
welcome in Pacific Grove. She is honored to be a part of 
the Feast of Lanterns Royal Court and to help continue 
Pacific Grove’s Tradition. 

Princess Tourmaline
Caroline EvansCaroline Evans serves her first year on the Royal 

Court in the blushing pink brocade of Princess 
Tourmaline. With her great love of animals, 

especially horses, Caroline has learned responsibility. She is 
the proud owner of Bouncer, a horse, that she feeds, trains, 
and cares for along with her turtle and dog, Macy. Caroline 
will be a sophomore at Pacific Grove High School in the 
Fall. As a PGMS student, Caroline won the Community 
Service Award at 8th Grade Honors Night for more than 
300 hours of volunteering, mainly for helping children 
with swim lessons at the Monterey Sports Center and in a 
variety of activities, including puppet shows and Vacation 
Bible School for the Mayflower Church. Caroline has 
seen every Feast of Lanterns since she was born. She has 
special memories of the Pet Parade, when her babysitter, 
Sarah Gunter was Queen Topaz 2004, and the entire Royal 
Court staged their entrance out of her back door. Caroline 
is the daughter of Michelle and Chris Evans, as well as the 
older sister to Emma and Meredith. Combining tradition 
with community service is a great honor to Caroline.

Princess Ruby
Nicole Weber

When it comes to making Pacific Grove history, 
Caroline Gruber has done it! Seventh generation 
on her mom’s side and fifth generation on her 

dad’s side, Caroline Gruber adds not only to her family 
legacy, but to the legacy of the Feast of Lanterns as Queen 
Topaz 2015. She has been Royalty since 2012 when she 
joined the Royal Court as Princess Garnet. She has also 
been Princess Ruby 2013 and Princess Turquoise 2014. 
Caroline is an avid athlete, playing softball since 2007 
and learning that determination and trusting yourself can 
help you hit it out of the park. Nicknamed “The Closer”, 
Caroline is the cheerleader who motivates and energizes 
the Pacific Grove High School Cheer Team, PG High 
athletes and fellow classmates to keep their energy up until 
the end of the game. She is a model student with a 4.0+ 
GPA who is an active member of the National Honor 
Society, Co-President of the Natural High Club, and Vice 
President of the French Club. Caroline will reign gloriously 
as a caring, intelligent leader who is prudent, confident, 
and outgoing. She is the eldest daughter of Christine 
and Bob Gruber with her younger sister and this year’s 
Princess Garnet, Catherine Gruber. Caroline will inspire 
you and give you the chance to smile when she helps bring 
our community together by keeping this beautiful Pacific 
Grove tradition alive!

Princess Garnet
Catherine Gruber

No doubt that Catherine Gruber will shine as 
Princess Garnet 2015. She is recommended 
by teachers and former royalty for being a self 

possessed, articulate, warm, and compassionate role model 
for youngsters. Catherine is an accomplished student, 
maintaining a 4.0 GPA throughout her school career. 
“100 Days of Gratitude” was a program she ran at PGMS 
allowing students to express appreciation for the world they 
live in. Catherine helped create Project Light: PGHS, a 
continuation of the Children2Children Club raising funds 
for the Romero Mbogo Orphanage in Rwanda. Softball 
has been a major part of her love of sports, playing on the 
Pacific Grove Pony League for years and the All Star Team 
several times. She is a cheerleader, played volleyball, joined 
the Natural High Club, and volunteers to assist teachers at 
Forest Grove Elementary School. Her involvement with 
the Feast of Lanterns includes serving as a Lantern Bearer, 
Crown Bearer, and Princess Amethyst 2012. She is the 
daughter of a multi-generational PG family along with 
older sister, and Queen Topaz 2015, Caroline. Catherine 
will inspire our next generation of princesses in training.

2015 Royal Court
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Queen Topaz
Caroline Gruber

Princess Turquoise
Hayley Yukihiro

Princess Aquamarine
Ashley Lyon Ashley Lyon, Princess Aquamarine, is excited to serve 

Pacific Grove’s beloved community for her second 
year on the Feast of Lanterns Royal Court. Past 

Freshman Class President, Ashley is a straight A student 
who will serve as the Sophomore Class President next year. 
In the past year alone, this talented stage artist was cast in 
PG High productions of The Importance of Being Earnest 
and Once Upon a Mattress, along with a community 
production of The Pirates of Penzance. Ashley has been 
selected for the Central Coast Section Honor Choir twice 
so far. She is a member of the Natural High Club that 
encourages a drug and alcohol free, healthy lifestyle. She 
is also a member of the Point Light Club that helps raise 
money for the orphans affected by the Rwanda genocide of 
1994. Ashley volunteers at church, helping with the youth 
group and supervising children in the nursery, as well as 
having volunteered for many Feast of Lanterns events, like 
being a Lantern Bearer before becoming a Princess. Ashley 
is the daughter of Linda and Bob Lyon and younger sister 
to Courtney, Queen Topaz 2013.

Princess Sapphire
Olivia Cain Miss Olivia Cain, Princess Sapphire 2015, is a 

Pacific Grove girl through and through. In her 
own words, she is so much more than a 15 year-

old sophomore at Pacific Grove High School this past year. 
Not only does she like to watch quality television and read 
science fiction, but Olivia is an aspiring poet, a princess, an 
actress, a musician, a leader, and a Girl Scout. Instead of 
taking Spanish or French, Olivia attends an American Sign 
Language class at Monterey Peninsula College. Gaining 
such a skill allowed her to develop and teach signs for the 
youth’s Christmas Eve special music for her church. As an 
aspiring actress, Olivia loves musical theatre and competed 
once again in Anaheim with the Pacific Grove High 
School Choir. Olivia is focused on her project for the Girl 
Scout Gold Award, the highest honor in Girl Scouting, by 
working to increase the choir class size to 35 for next year, 
so that the choir can be officially recognized. Pam and Jim 
Cain are the proud parents of Olivia, beautiful in her blue 
sapphire brocade and previously Princess Pearl.

2015 Royal Court Hayley Yukihiro returns to the Royal Court as 
Princess Turquoise 2015 having served as Princess 
Amethyst 2013. Hayley finished her junior year 

at Pacific Grove High School as an accomplished student 
with dreams of becoming an electrical engineer for the 
US Air Force. She joined the Breaker Bots Robotics 
Team to hone creative engineering skills. While attending 
Trinity Christian High School in Monterey, Hayley 
made the Dean’s List Special Recognition four semesters 
in a row. Her hobbies include golfing, competitive 
gymnastics and ballet. She performed with the Pacific 
Grove Breaker Girl’s Dance Team. Hayley attends Calvary 
Monterey, volunteering in technology ministry. She serves 
on missions and volunteers for the Junior Auxiliary Program 
at CHOMP. Hayley spends her Saturdays attending 
the Japanese American Citizens League where she 
practices Japanese language and culture. Lourdes and Glenn 
Yukihiro are her parents. Hayley’s older siblings include 
Lourdes, Louie and Ashley who was Princess Amethyst 
2012 and Princess Pearl 2013.
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Fireworks SponsorPresenting 
Sponsor $4000 and above
J.R. Rouse and Jan Pratt of 

Sotheby’s International Realty
Beach House Brunch Sponsor 

Presenting Sponsor
Kevin Phillips of the Beach House 

at Lovers Point Restaurant
Fashions of the Feast Sponsors 

Presenting Sponsor
Asilomar Conference Grounds
Presenting Sponsor $1000  

and above
Peggy Jones of The Jones Group

Topaz $1000 and above
Lowell and Wilda Northrop
Dan and Deborah Cline
Pacific Grove Hospitality 

Improvement District
Pacific Grove Business 

Improvement District

Monarch $500-$999
Bob Johnson

Emperor/Empress $250-$499
Seven Gables Inn
Les Brown and Patsy Van Dyke
Margaret J. Bohn
James and Lila Thorsen
Peter J. Tansill, CPA
Gordon and Elizabeth Campbell
Charlene and Mylo Lowery
Beth Penny
Ken Cuneo
Creating Klarity
Beth Penny
Bill and Melanie Winchester
Dragon $100-$249
Donald and Paula Lindsay
Dan Beck
Patricia Y. Vankooten DMD, Inc.
Peppers Mexicali Café

Blink Optometry
Chad W. Cassidy DDS, MS, Inc.
Joseph and Margaret Smith
Jane Gambl
Mary and Jerry Harvel
Jerry Pfeiffer & Son Electric
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store
Gayle A. Walsh, DC
John and Louise Frederickson
Bob and Betty Ricks
Ben and Mary Ann Whitten
Delores A. Heyl
Steve and Margie Honegger
Wayne I. Sherrill
Swede and Dorothy Johnson
David and Olive Griffiths
Stewart and Lisa Craig
Jennifer Bicket-Davis and Allen 

Davis
Jaqueline Colbert
Rick and Cindy Bitter
Storkan Family
Jim and Lucie Campos
Bill and Cheryl Kampe
Rudy and Kathleen Fisher
Tom and Judy Wills
Mary and Martin Fitzurka
Victoria Samora Phillips
Jayne Gasperson
Gordon and Virginia Coleman
Barbara Lebeck
Don and Redowick
Il Vecchio
Geoffrey D. Underwood
Jim and Debra Huntsinger
Renee and Jim Fuqua
Pam, Jim, and Olivia Cain
Ed and Beverly Jarvis
Gerard H. Tanzi
Court Circle $50-$99
Ron and Barbara Thompson
Mary Beth and Margaret Meyer
J. Michael and Betty Sproule
Mike’s Appliance
Pacific Grove Cleaners
The UPS Store

Joan and Christopher Elstob
Dennis and Michaelle Stanford
Jennifer Ross
Carol Marquart
Dorcas T. Owens
Sonia Cook
Terry and Irma Fink
Howard and Wynette Cowen
Samuel and Betty Kier
Brent and Nicole Walker
Mike and Anne Vucina
Kevin and Linda Smith
Bob and Kris Rowland
Janet Colson
D. E. and R.A. Mothershead
Dick and Sandy Grimmer
Norma E. Dunipace
Anne M. Kelley
Diana G. Dennis
John P. Mulchaey
Gwen Blaney
Pat Nickerson
Marla Young
Neil and Nancy Edwards
Robert  Huitt and Jan Roehl
Georgia Booth
Bill and Shirley Peake
Anne Goode
Mike Durrant
G. Mercedes De Luca
Jeff and Elizabeth Pearson
Ivy's Beauty Salon
Janna Dreisbach
Paul and Joyce Jarl
Ted and Norma Bell
David and Cleo Myers
David and Jane Firth
Mark and Patricia Meadows
Crown Bearer Up to $49
Gary and Maureen Girard
Kiyoko Uchida
Mario and Carri Iglesias
Lance and Nelly Wright
E. R. Lindsay
Mrs. Edwin S. Getz
Larry and Melissa Walker

Annette Lombardo
Douglas McCall
Jane Haines
Gary W. and Dyan B. Hubb
Vladimir and Elena Semenyuk
Roy Lorenz
Jean Stallings
Marsha Zeitlin
William S. Griffith
Steven R. and Miriam Lilley
Eric N. Holk and Sharen M. Stoner
Lisa Corona
Robert and Irene Thornton
Richard and Joleen Green
Mark and Carole Klein
Stewart and Caren McDowell
William and Betty Minor
Alexis and Catherine Krysyna
Laurel M. Costen, Captain USN    
   (Ret.)
Russell Service Center
G. M. and Melissa McCollister
Nancy Bowen
Gary and Yuko Huber
Doug and Opal Whitfill
Kent and Lea Rice
Jennifer N. Campbell
Teri Jane Christiansen
Sunday Marzano
Sally J. Moore
A. Sandoval
Alan Sandoval
Alfred and Julie Porter
Robert Garland and Thomas 
Ethington
Sharon Miller
Nancy C. Edgecomb
Elizabeth McLeod
Sasa Gabersek
Charlie and Lois LeBlanc

Many thanks to our wonderful donors! 
Without your support, we would not 
be able to enjoy the Feast of Lanterns 
every July. 
If we missed anyone on the list, we are 
truly sorry.

Thank you, 2015 Donors!
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FOL 2015 Trading Card Sponsors
Beth Penney Editorial Services ........................................................2012 Royal Court

Kaye Coleman, CCHT, Creating Klarity ................................................Queen Topaz

Dr. Patricia Van Kooten, DMD
Lighthouse Family Dentistry .................................................................Princess Ruby

Dr. Telma Barseghain, OD
Blink Optometry .................................................................................Princess Garnet

Peppers Mexicali Café ..................................................................Princess Tourmaline

Joe Smith, CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)
Sotheby’s International Realty .........................................................Princess Turquoise

Chad W. Cassady, DDS, MS
Cassady Orthodontics .................................................................Princess Aquamarine

Debby Beck, Realtor, CRS, GRI
Sotheby’s International Realty .......................................................... Princess Sapphire

2015 Beach House Brunch 
Auction Donors

A Niche in Tyme
Art in the Ark
Artisana Gallery
Beach House at Lovers Point 

Restaurant
Blessings Boutique
Brunke Chiropractic
Butterfly By The Sea Gift Shop
Chris' Whale Watching
Crack Pot Studios
FOL Board of Directors
Habitat
Happy Girl Kitchen Co.
Joe Shammas of PG Travel
Kaye Coleman, CCHT of Creating 

Klarity
La Mia Cucina
Martine Inn
Mary Hill of Paul's Mortuary
Miss Trawick's Home & Garden 

Shop
Nancy's Attic
Pacific Gardens Inn
Pacific Grove Hardware
Passionfish
Planet Trout
Samantha Tatum
Sharon & Warren Strouse
Sun Studios
Taft & Teak
The BookWorks
The Evans family
The Farm Hen
The Iron Gate Gift Shop
The Man Cave Store
The Old St. Angela Inn
The Yukihiro Family
TIDES
Wellspring Natural Health

2015 Fashions of the  
Feast Boutiques

(partial list)
Biba
Carried Away Boutique
Clothing Optional
Spirals
The Nest
Tessuti Zoo

2015 Fashions of the Feast 
Auction Donors

(partial list)
The Birch Family
Kaye Coleman, CCHT of Creating 

Klarity
The Martine Inn
Wellspring Natural Health

2015 Business Contributors 
(In-Kind Donations)

(partial list)
Al Borges
Asilomar Conference Grounds
Beach House at Lovers Point 

Restaurant
Borg’s Oceanfront Motel
Cedar Street Times
City of Pacific Grove
Cypress MG Club
Field of Dreams Designs
Pacific Grove Chamber of 

Commerce
Pacific Grove Cleaners 
Pacific Grove Hardware
Tessuti Zoo
The West End Celebration

2015 Feast of Flavors 
Restaurant Donors

(partial list)
Canterbury Woods
Favolor’s Big Night Bistro
Fifi’s Cafe
Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant
Ocean Sushi
Peppers Mexicali Café
Petra Restaurant
The Golden Tee
Vivolo’s Chowder House

2015 Pageant Day Vendors
(partial list)

Chong’s Korean BBQ
Coastal Kettle Corn
India Gourmet
Maha’s Catering
Mai Tai Cuisine
Maido Catering Service
Monterey Bay Calamari
The Perfect Crumb Bakery
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The Brocade Costumes of the Royal Court
By Dixie Layne
© Dixie Layne 2015

How many times have 
you seen the beautiful 
costumes worn by Queen 

Topaz and her Princesses as they 
represent Pacific Grove at any 
number of events throughout 
their reign – and have you ever 

wondered where these beautiful 
costumes came from and why they 
have a Chinese-style design to 
them? 

Before there was a Feast 
of Lanterns Royal Court there 
was a one-day Feast of Lanterns 
celebration in Pacific Grove 
that was first held in 1905 to 
mark the closing of the six-week 
Chautauqua Assembly summer 
encampment - but it wasn’t until its 
revival as an annual event that the 
Feast of Lanterns in Pacific Grove 
added a Royal Court consisting of 
lovely community minded young 

college students to reign over the 
event.

It was in 1958, when under 
the direction of Mayor Frank 
Shropshire and the management 
skills of Councilman Clyde Dyke 
who enlisted assistance from 

their wives, Helen and Elmarie, 
respectively, that our modern day 
Feast of Lanterns came to life. 
These two women relied heavily on 
their past and present experiences 
to define the Royal Court and 
their duties. Elmarie’s love of 
music and theater and as a past 
Chautauqua Assembly participant 
and later a Butterfly Pageant 
attendee inspired her, and Helen 

found her inspiration in her new 
appointment as executive director 
of the Miss Monterey County 
pageant (affiliated with the Miss 
California and Miss America 
pageants), which brought her the 
idea of including a pageant in the 
Feast of Lanterns complete with 
swim suit, formal wear, and oratory 
competitions to select a Miss 
Pacific Grove to serve as Queen 
Topaz – and this all  ultimately led 
to the idea of a group performance 

– why not the telling of the then 
popular fable, “Legend of the Blue 
Willow”? 

Applications for Miss Pacific 
Grove and the Royal Court 
were accepted, scripts written, 
music selected and now … 
costumes, which led Helen to 
suggest the naming of the Queen 
and Princesses after precious 
gemstones. The costumes would 
represent the Princesses gemstone 
colors and be appropriate 
costumes for the performance of 
“The Legend of the Blue Willow”, 
which also held to the custom set 
during the Chautauqua years with 
the attendees dressing in Orient 
inspired costumes. 

Ruth McClung, who had 
been a costumer for MGM in 
Hollywood before moving to 
Pacific Grove, was asked by 
Elmarie to make the original 
seven costumes. Ruth made the 
Queen’s dress and gold fringed 
cape in the traditional style worn 
by Chinese royalty along with 
six two-piece costumes for the 
Princess. The costumes were all 
made of brocade, silk, and satin; 
the fabric color and design were 
meticulously considered and 
selected by Elmarie and Ruth 
during a shopping trip they made 
to San Francisco’s Chinatown. It 
was important that the colors and 

fabrics selected represented the 
oriental style and gemstone color 
chosen for each costume. 

The original costume for 
Queen Topaz was made from 
red brocade with a dragon print 
and a yellow-gold satin inset and 
trim. The matching reversible cape 
was made of the same yellow-
gold satin, a red satin lining, and 
yellow-gold satin trim with fringe. 
The six original Princess costumes 

Fashion drawing of the 1958 
Princess Costume by Virginia 
Medina.

Fashion Show, Holman’s Department Store, 1958

In 1958, the Royal Court gets 
ready:  Nancy Bommarito, Gail 
Matrie, Jean Melder, Gloria 
Newell.

Ruth McClung at the final fitting 
of the Queen’s costume with Gail 
Matrie, Queen Topaz 1958

1958 Royal Court with costume 
designer Ruth McClung

Gail Maitre, Queen Topaz 1958, 
wears the original costume de-
signed by Ruth McClung

Garyth Evans, Princess Sap-
phire 1963, wears the original 
Sapphire costume designed and 
made by Ruth McClung
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Continued on next page a

were made to complement 
their gemstone names: Garnet, 
Turquoise, Diamond, Emerald, 
Sapphire, and Amethyst. Each 
jacket was made of satin and silk 
with a brocade inset around the 
neck, down the center, around 
the cuffs and bottom of the 
jacket. Each black satin skirt had 
matching brocade panel insets 
down the front and back of the 
skirt. 

A fashion show that was held 
at Holman’s department store 
was added to the 1958 schedule 
of events for the express purpose 
of showing off these rich, elegant 
costumes.

Jean Freeman worked at 
Holman’s Department Store and 
often lunched at the soda fountain 
in Dyke’s drugstore, which is 
where she met Elmarie and they 
struck-up a friendship. Elmarie 
was aware of Jean’s reputation as a 
gifted seamstress and it was 1960 
when Elmarie enlisted her services 
to do the alterations for the 
Feast of Lanterns’ costumes. Jean 
worked long hours every year on 
the costumes to make them ready 
for the Feast of Lanterns’ fashion 
show and the ensuing Feast of 

Lanterns’ activities 
and events. 

Perhaps Jean 
should not have 
done such a good job 
when making the 
needed alterations 
to the costumes 
because Elmarie 
immediately asked 
Jean to make new 
costumes, and that 
they should look 
like the original 
costumes. Jean 
continued this work 
for Elmarie and the 
Feast of lanterns for 
the next 25 years. 
During the 1960’s 
Jean made new 
Butterfly, Dragon, 
and Jade costumes. 

The mother of Queen 
Topaz 1960, Mrs. 

Douglas Kahle, made a gold 
brocade Queen’s costume with a 
matching silk and satin cape for 
her daughter Julia, which became 
part of the permanent costume 
collection. In the 1970’s Jean 
made new Emerald, Aquamarine, 
Sapphire, and Tourmaline 
costumes – all of beautiful 
brocades, silks, and satins. Before 

Jean left Pacific Grove in 1998, 
she made one last formal coat – 
a replica of the 1970’s burgundy 
colored Garnet costume.

As the Feast of Lanterns 
grew, so did its inventory of 
costumes, which came to include 
various dresses, suits, happi coats, 
crowns, and accessories. In 1975, a 

Shining Through the Decades

Julie Kahle, Queen Topaz 1960, wears a cos-
tume made by her mother.

Jennfer Winter, 2010 Princess 
Garnet, wearing the 1998 cos-
tume.

Chloe Peterson, Queen 
Topaz 2009, wears the 
vintage white Queen’s 
c o s t u m e  f r o m  t h e 
Queen’s costume col-
lection

Princess Ruby 2010, 
Lindsay Morgan, wears 
Ann Byer’s 1985 Ruby 
costume at the Tea & 
Fashion Show. Event 
organizer Dixie Layne is 
in the background.

2007 Royal Court wears their jewel-colored 
blouses at the Art Show. Gallery owner Sheree 
Flisakowski and art competition winner Cheryl 
Kampe are with them.

Olivia Cain, Princess 
Pearl 2014, wears a new 
costume made by Joni 
Birch

The Mandarin 2010, James Hively, wears the multi-colored Man-
darin costume originally purchased in 1975 at LaPorte’s Auction 
House. It was estimated to be 100 years old when purchased.
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mirrored two-piece multicolored coat with 
apron costume and helmet was purchased 
from LaPorte’s Auction House in Pacific 
Grove for the Mandarin (father of Queen 
Topaz) to wear during the enactment of 
“The Legend of the Blue Willow”. With 
the help of Hiroshi Uchida of Pacific Grove 
Cleaners, Jean developed a cataloging 
system for the costumes. Pacific Grove 
Cleaners stored the costumes for the Feast 
of Lanterns until 2010 when they were 

moved into the Feast of Lanterns’ 
own storage facility.

In the 1980’s and 1990’s 
there were a number of volunteers 
responsible for taking care of 
the costumes and adding to the 
collection. Marge Langely and 
Irene Moulton acquired jewel 
colored banker coats for all the 
princesses, and Adela Watkins 
made new black skirts to match 
the costumes. In 1985,  Ann 
Beyers made three new princess 
costumes, Pearl, Ruby and 
Turquoise plus a gold satin and 
silk dress with a red and gold 
cape for Queen Topaz. In 1988, 
Iva Heitz made a new Princess 
Amethyst coat and a white silk 

dress with a gold cape for Queen Topaz. In 
2007, Virginia Coleman made several new 
black pleated skirts that are worn with the 
formal brocade, silk, and satin jackets. It was 
2014 when Joni Coleman Birch made a new 
Pearl costume patterned after the 1985 Pearl 
costume made by Anne Beyers and in 2015, 
a replica Sapphire costume that is a copy of 
the 1999 costume made by Jean Freeman. 

In 1993, informal costumes (happi 
coats) were made for the princesses to 

protect the formal brocade costumes from 
wear and tear. In 2004, Orient-inspired 
jewel-toned blouses were acquired for the 
princesses to wear for informal active events 
so as to relieve wear and tear on the formal 
costumes. In 2014 Joni Coleman Birch 
made a new blouse for Princess Pearl and 
in 2015 a new Princess Sapphire blouse and 
Aquamarine blouse. 

The first crowns the princesses wore 
were made by the Royal Court in 1958, 
and resembled a star with decorative balls 
attached, which were later replaced by 
reflective metal decorations. And from time 
to time there was the odd crown fashioned 
for a special princess costume like Princess 
Butterfly or Princess Zircon. In 1978, the 
princesses made new crowns and each was 

adorned with a wooden butterfly. Crowns 
with five points were made in 1985 by 
Ann Beyers, and in 1987 Joni Coleman 
added the gold and silver trim and hanging 
jewels, which match their gemstone colored 
costumes. In 1991, Joni made Queen Topaz, 
Trisha Muench, a special jeweled butterfly 
crown to replace the Queen’s traditional 
daytime crown. During the holiday parade it 
has become a custom for the Royal Court to 
wear lighted crowns. In 2012, Joni Coleman 
Birch made new lighted crowns for the 
Royal Court with colored lights that reflect 
the color of their gemstone names.  This year 
Joni replaced the jewels she had added to 
the crowns in 1987 with jewels in the shape 
of lanterns. 

Always prepared, Virginia Coleman makes repairs 
to costumes just before the 2010 performance at 
the Center for Performing Art.

Far left: Former Princess Alli Hay-
lings wears one of the many dresses 
from the Queen’s Collection at the 
Tea and Fashion Show, 2010.

Left: Caroline Gruber, Queen Topaz 
2015,  wears the red Queen’s cos-
tume and cape.

Continued on next pagea

From previous pagea

The Brocade Costumes of the Royal Court cont’d

Congratulations 2015 Royal Court and  
Feast of Lanterns Volunteers!

664 Lighthouse Ave. Pacific Grove
831-375-4605

606 Lighthouse Ave.
Pacific Grove

(831) 656-9063

Celebrate 2015 Feast of Lanterns!
FREE Gift with Purchase thru July 31st. 

(mention this ad!)
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Maureen Mason
Realtor® DRE#00977430
Coldwell Banker
650 Lighthouse Ave. #110
Pacific Grove
831-622-2565

Congratulations to the Queen
the Princesses

and all the Court
of  the

2015 Feast of  Lanterns

Over the years there have 
been a number of hands involved 
in keeping the costumes in good 
repair, none of them more diligent 
or expert than Virginia Coleman’s, 
who mended, repaired, fitted  and 
made alterations to the costumes 
for each new Royal Court for 
nearly three decades. Virginia 
instructed the girls on how to sit 
and move in the costumes so as to 
keep the costumes from bunching 
and wrinkling and to protect these 
precious vintage costumes from 
unnecessary wear and tear. Her 
instruction also included proper 
comportment lessons that would 
ensure the Royal Court was ready 
for any public encounter.

In 2012, Virginia passed the 
needle and thread to her daughter 
Joni who served as Queen Topaz 
in 1987 and has had a seat on the 
Board since 2011. The costumes 
and the Royal Court are in good 
hands.

From previous pagea

Shining Through the Decades

PAINT
WALLCOVERING

WINDOW COVERINGS

165 FOUNTAIN AVE.
PACIFIC GROVE 831-649-0451
WWW.KIDWELLSPAINT.COM FAX 649-3883

Some fun facts 
about the costumes

  The original Princess Garnet jacket’s 
brocade inset has a pattern that depicts 
the story of the blue willow, and is now 
part of the Queen’s vintage costume 
collection. 
  The most popular costume is Emerald.
  Jewel names that were retired after a 
short life have been Rose Quartz, Zircon, 
Azurite, Coral and Rose Jade.
  There was a Princess Dragon and a 
Princess Butterfly. Their costumes are 
now part of the Queen’s collection.
  The original Princess costumes have all 
been retired and are brought out only for 
special occasions. 
  Since 1958 there have been 58 Royal 
Courts that included 453 girls, each 
beautiful in their brocade Feast of 
Lanterns costume. 

Special thanks to Virginia Coleman for keeping 
accurate notes on the details of the Royal court 
costumes through 2010. Her records along with 
those of Elmarie’s enabled me to write this detailed 
history of the costumes.

The original crowns 
were made of wire 
with cloth balls. Jean 
Melder, Princess Dia-
mond, 1958.

Becky DeSmet wears 
one of the original 
crowns where metallic 
ornamentation re-
placed the cloth balls.

Sandral Spangler, 
Princess Butterly, 
wears the original 
Princess Butterfly 
costume.

Karen Ekeroth 
wears the Prin-
cess Zircon crown 
and costume.

Celeste Torres was 
Princess Tourma-
line in 2009. She 
wore the original 
five-point crown 
made by Ann Byers 
in 1985. The silver 
trim and hanging  
gemstones were 
added by Joni 
Coleman Birch.

Jackie DeSmet, Princess Tourmaline 
1981, wears a princess crown adorned 
with a wooden butterfly.

Trisha Muensch was Queen To-
paz in 1991. She wears a jeweled 
butterfly crown made for her by 
Joni Coleman Birch, Queen Topaz 
1987.
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Back Row, L-R: Shelby Birch, Carol Bradley Lauderdale, Joe Shammas. Front row, L-R: 
Chelsea Peterson (Secretary), Joni Birch  (President), Terry Bishop Peterson (Vice President)

2015 Feast of Lanterns Board of Directors

225 Forest Ave, Pacific Grove • 656.9282

puzzles for:
BABIES, BOPPERS,

BOOMERS, & BEYOND!

she’s back!

Congratulations Feast of Lanterns  
2015 Royal Court!

For all your Furniture & Home Décor needs 
visit our Showroom in Pacific Grove! 

Taft & Teak 
 

  Hardwood Furniture & Home Décor 

 

L O V E ▪ L I V I N G ▪ L U S C I O U S L Y 

 

581 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, 831 373 3801  
Open Sun 10-5, Mon-Sat 10-5:30, www.taftandteak.com 

Visit our Showroom
2106 Sunset Dr. • Pacific Grove • 831.375.8158 • www.dorityroofing.com

Congratulations to the 2015 Royal Court!

Roofing & Solar Perfected
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2015 Royal Court Selection Committee
The Royal Court is selected from applicants by a committee of local 
business people, former Royal Court members, and Board Members 
based on several factors including academics, community service, 
extracurricular school activities and general personal interests. The girls 
are instructed in public speaking, etiquette and the history and culture of 
their hometown. They are required to participate in community activities 
throughout their year-long reign. 

Feast of Lanterns Cast and Crew - 2015
Pageant Cast

(In order of appearance)

Narrator .............................................................................................. Roger Powers
Sign Language Interpreter................................................. Debbie Yingling Schugg
Lantern Bearers .................................................................... Children of the Realm
Princess Sapphire....................................................................................Olivia Cain
Princess Aquamarine ............................................................................ Ashley Lyon
Princess Turquoise .......................................................................... Hayley Yukihiro
Princess Tourmaline .........................................................................Caroline Evans
Princess Garnet ............................................................................Catherine Gruber
Princess Ruby  .................................................................................... Nicole Weber
Koong-se (Queen Topaz) ...............................................................Caroline Gruber
T’so Ling ............................................................................................... Bob Gruber
Chang .............................................................................................. Levi Thompson
Crown Bearer .....................................................................................Sierra Chaney
Queen Topaz 2014 ...............................................................................Minhee Cho
Royal Guards ............................................................................... Men of the Realm
Temple Dancers ............................................................................. led by Akemi Ito
MonSori Samulnori.................................................................led by Dukhyun Cho
Troupe Diva.......................................................................... led by Jamaica Sinclair
Chun Soy ............................................................................................ .Sherry Sands
Lin Yi (mean nurse) ......................................................................... Linda Pagnella
Ta-Jin ..................................................................................................Joe Shammas
Oarsman .................................................................................................. Jeff Hobbs
Feast of Lanterns Dragon propelled by ...Pacific Grove Hyperbaric Chamber Crew

Pageant Crew
Directed by .............................................................................Marabee Rush Boone
Script adapted by ...................................................................... Clayton L. Freeman
Set design ....................................................................................... Wilda Northrop
Set creation .................................................................. Wilda and Lowell Northrop
Sedan chair handcrafted by .................................................................Roger Brown
Stage Crew Hank Heilbron, Tim Dagelan and 
 Residents of the Bridge Restoration Ministries
Lantern Bearer Coordinator ...................................................................Linda Lyon
Lighting ................................................................................ White Stripe Lighting
Sound ............................................. Independent Audio of the Monterey Peninsula
Fireworks ........................................................................................Pyro Spectacular
Pageant crew assisted by ................................................Many wonderful volunteers
Escape boat courtesy of ..............................................................The Gunter Family
Entertainer Parking Security ....................................................Awesome volunteers

Saturday Afternoon Entertainment

Master of Ceremonies ................................................................... Mark Carbonaro

Flag Ceremony .....................................St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Cub Scout Pack 125

Pier Entertainers (partial list) ..........Alli Clarke, Bryan Diamond, DiFranco Dance  
Project, Firefly, Michael Martinez, Monterey Bay Chinese Association,
2015 Royal Court

2015 Entertainers
(partial list)

Beach House Brunch
Breeze

Fashions of the Feast
DNA Entertainment

Opening Ceremonies
Gordon Coleman, RockStar Dance Studios, Ring 4 Glory, The Monarch Handbells, 

DNA Entertainment

Feast of Flavors
Gordon Coleman, DNA Entertainment

Feast of Dancing (partial list)
La Iku, Monterey Bay Greek Dancers, DNA Entertainment

Closing Ceremonies
The Hootenanny Folk Song Group, the Hautau family, DNA Entertainment

Chair: Terry Bishop Peterson
Judges pictured: L to R, front, Lena Requist, Chelsea Peterson
L to R, back, Marge Ann Jameson, the ever self-effacing Rebecca Riddell
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In Memory of a Great 
Friend to the Feast

Hector DeSmet  
January 22, 1930 – November 1, 2014

Hector DeSmet began his involvement with 
the 1958 revival of the Feast of Lanterns, 
when he and his family were recruited by 

Elmarie Dyke. Elmarie had introduced the Cake 
Cutting Ceremony that featured Hector’s lovely 
and very tasty cakes from the business which shared 
his name, Hector DeSmet Bakeries. Along with his 
sweet addition to the Feast was his ability to cook and 
orchestrate the Chicken BBQ, a feature on pageant 
day afternoon for decades. Hector also had the honor 
of being the Mandarin when his daughter, Becky 
DeSmet, was Queen Topaz 1975.

Thank you, Hector, for all the wonderful ways 
you helped to make the Feast of Lanterns into Pacific 
Grove’s Tradition. You will be missed!

The 2015 Feast of Lanterns Board of Directors

Owned and operated by California-Nevada Methodist Homes, a California non-profit organization.

Set in Pacific Grove on the Monterey Peninsula, Forest Hill is a full service retirement 
community that is truly like no other. Here, residents enjoy breathtaking views of  
both the Monterey Bay and the Pacific Ocean, in a community with unique 
architectural features, beautiful landscaping, and a variety of apartments and cottages.

This spectacular setting is matched with the finest amenities and the highest caliber 
of care. Our skilled nursing facility has been awarded the highest Medicare rating. 
And our dining is second to none with gourmet culinary creations. Come in and 
discover how Forest Hill can take life to new heights.

551 Gibson Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

www.foresthillretirement.org

RCFE Lic # 270700245      COA #050

Call 831-646-6489 today to schedule a tour and see for yourself 
all that this dynamic full service retirement community has to offer. 

Thank You Feast of Lanterns for 
your many years of service to Pacific Grove!

Discover a whole new 
view on senior living!

TripAdvisor has ranked Pacific Grove as one of its Top 12 Scenic Vacation Destinations.

Caring for the Critters

The Monterey Bay 
National Marine 
Sanctuary is a 

Federally protected marine 
area offshore of California’s 
central coast. Supporting 
one of the world’s most 
diverse marine ecosystems, 
it is home to numerous 
mammals, seabirds, fishes, 
invertebrates and plants in a 
remarkable productive coastal 
environment.

So, as you play in and 
around the water, please 
remember that there are 
delicate critters hanging out all 
around us so be kind. Please 
remember, as well, that all of 
the “junk” that humans put 
in the water has a negative 
effect on those critters and our 
ecosystem. So please put your 
trash in the right place.

The ocean takes care of us. 
Let’s return the favor. Thanks!!

Otters frequent the cove at  
Lovers Point

Black oystercatchers nest in the 
rocks. This time of year, chicks are 
hatching.
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This article is reprinted from the July 26, 1905, issue of the Monterey New Era

Feast of Lanterns A Brilliant Spectacle

Louise McCaslin  illustrated all the 
mid-century materials used for the 
Feast of Lanterns. A parade of multi-

cultural people with the Mandarin “larger 
than life,” dragons, sailboats and more were 
used repeatedly through the years. But that’s 
not all she contributed to Pacific Grove. 

Born in Fresno in 1896, McCaslin 
spent her childhood summers in Pacific 
Grove where her first art teacher was the 
respected English-born painter William 
Adam. He gave lessons in his rose-covered 
cottage at 450 Central Avenue.

After earning a Masters degree in art 
from UC Berkeley, McCaslin did further 
study at the California School of Fine Arts 
in San Francisco before becoming a designer 
of both sets and costumes in the early years 
of Hollywood’s motion picture industry. 
Following this she began teaching art in 
Southern California and then the Central 
Valley in a career that spanned nearly four 
decades.

Upon retirement in 1957, Louise and 
her husband William made their home in 
her long-beloved Pacific Grove. Up until her 
death in 1985 McCaslin painted landscapes, 
seascapes and buildings across the Monterey 
Peninsula. She designed the City’s “monarch 
butterfly and pines” emblem.

Louise McCaslin: for many years, 
the artist of the Feast

Fortuitously though 
inadvertently, McCaslin 
documented Pacific 
Grove’s architectural 
heritage by choosing as 
the subject of her water-
colors many homes that 
have since been torn 
down or otherwise lost to 
time.

Men, woman and children of 
many cultures were drawn 
by McCaslin for the Feast 
of Lanterns for use over 
decades. Spectaculr colors 
were meticulously added in 
2009 by Sheree Flisakowski

As a grand close to the Chautauqua 
Assembly, which has been holding its 
meetings in Pacific Grove during the 

past fortnight, there was given on Saturday 
night what was called a Feast of Lanterns, 
a revival of an ancient Chinese custom.  
It seems that ages ago the daughter of a 
mandarin was drowned and her body sought 
for in vain.  Ever since have the Chinese kept 
up this beautiful ceremony of going out upon 
the water with lanterns to search.  This pretty 
custom has been revived as a water carnival 
in the Eastern states but never with such 
success as in Pacific Grove.

 The stores were gayly decked 
with paper lanterns and almost all of 
the houses on the road to the beach.  
Across Forest Avenue lines of lanterns 
were strung.  Over the little park by the 
bath-house intersecting rows of lanterns 
were hung thickly and all along the water 
front by the bathing beach were more 
lanterns.  On the bay there was a constant 
movement of brightly lit boats.  There 

was a good display of fireworks and every 
now and again colored lights were burnt.  
The fishing boats on the water kept their 
charcoal baskets aglow.  The whole effect 
was uncommonly pretty.

 The band of the Fifteenth 
Infantry played selections on the little 
wharf below the Japanese tea house.  
Thousands of people came from all around 
to see the sight and in every way the Feast 
of Lanterns will long be remembered as 
one of the best entertainments ever given 
in this neighborhood.

 The attendance from Monterey 
was very large and the street railway 
company failed utterly to cope with the 
rush.  But two cars were run, when six 
would not have been too many to handle 
the traffic.  Many people were unable to 
go to the Grove at all, and many more 
were obliged to walk home on account of 
the crowded state of the cars.

Feast of Lanerns, Lighthouse at Grand ca early 1900s
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Butterfly-By-The-Sea

&
Butterfly Botanicals

2 Great Shops, 1 Great Location

623 Lighthouse Ave.

Pacific Grove • 402-3011

Daily 10-4

By Nelson W. “Bill” Hyler

The Pacific Grove waterfront has 
always held a fascinating attraction 
for young and old alike. The city 

of Pacific Grove was granted title to the 
tidelands to an average depth of some 60 feet 
by the State legislature in the 1920s. Hence 
Pacific Grove, like neighboring Monterey, 
owns its waterfront. Pacific Grove is also 
fortunate in that the main beach is shielded 
from any direct waves coming in from 
the open ocean. This beach is a mixture of 
amber-colored sand and even at high tide a 
considerable portion of the beach is usable.

The present main beach and associated 
rock walls and stairways date from Works 
Project Administration days in the mid 
1930s. The former bathhouse, dance hall, 
and restaurant are long gone.  Today the 
once famous pool is where the present 

volleyball court stands and the Japanese Tea 
Garden which stood adjacent to the pier is 
no longer. Only the cypress trees remain.

In 1894 Ross Sprague founded the 
Pacific Grove glass bottom boat trips, taking 
advantage of the wonderful underwater 
view available just off the Pacific Grove 
beach. Ross’s contract with the city of Pacific 
Grove lasted for decades and after Ross 
retired his son J. Russell Sprague carried on 
the tradition. Before the turn of the century 
the large concrete pyramid was cast in the 
central portion of the main beach and for 
years during a summer a rope [later a steel 
cable] was slung from the pyramid out 
through the water to a heavy ring at the end 
of the concrete wharf-pier.

Ross “Dad” Sprague tied up his rental 
row boats and the glass bottomed boats to 
this long line just off the low landing area of 
the pier. It was a perfect sheltered place in 

the harbor created by the concrete pier and 
the natural rocks of nearby Lovers Point.

Any number of local boys worked on 
the pier for Sprague. Some rowed the glass 
bottomed boats – at one time there were 
three – and others got the skiffs ready to 
rent for the day to fishermen or perhaps just 
for an hour or so for boaters to row around 
just off the beach. Rentals ran from 25¢ to 
50¢ an hour, or perhaps $2.50 or more for 
the day, depending on which boat you used. 
Naturally the fishermen got first choice 
of the boats and usually most of the boats 
would be “out fishing” until early afternoon.

A typical day found workers at the 
pier before daylight, readying boats. On 
occasion the first worker had to swim out 
to the tied-up boats to bring in a small 
skiff from which to operate or to use to go 
out and bring in the glass bottomed boats, 
which were moored some 100 or so yards 
away from the beach in deep water where 
they would be safe from vandals or even a 
rough sea. The lower pier deck has a double 
stairway leading to the water, made to allow 
visitors access to the glass bottom boats, or 
fishermen to their boats, regardless of the 
height of the tide.

Ross Sprague lived on 18th Street and 
built most of the boats used at the beach at 
his nearby boat workshop. At the close of 
the season the boats were taken out of the 
water for maintenance. Some were stored 
under the walkway near the snack bar [after 
the beach waterfront was redone] and others 
were taken to Sprague’s for work during the 
winter.

The glass bottom boats offered the 
casual visitor a unique opportunity to 
view the ocean beneath the surface, as this 
was years before the common use of the 
aqualung and diving mask. Seated around 

the glass bottom in the center of the boat, 
shielded from the sun under a canvas 
shroud, we could easily see down into the 
water perhaps 30 to 50 feet or so on a 
clear day. A clear day meant the tides and 
waves were such that they had to stirred up 
the bottom debris and the water itself was 
clear. About half the time the visibility was 
great. Years before electric loudspeakers and 
public address systems, Ross would hold 
up his three-foot megaphone and shout 
from the pier to the beach, “Glass bottom 
boat leaving in 10 minutes!” or some other 
enticing announcement to draw customers.

The area in front of the main beach and 
the beach between the wharf and Lovers 
Point was the principal area the glass bottom 
boats worked. They were allowed to just drift 
along and the oarsmen would oblige and 
keep the boats in place to give the passengers 
a chance to dwell on a particularly exciting 
underwater view. The trip took, from start 
to finish, just about an hour. Thousands of 
visitors took these trips year after year.

Today the glass bottom boats at the 
Pacific Grove Beach are just a fading 
memory of days gone by. But the beach, 
sheltered from the wind and waves, is as 
busy as ever. During the Feast of Lantern 
Pageant on Saturday evening it will be 
so crowded it will be hard to find a place 
to sit or even stand. The early arrivals pick 
the best viewing places for the festivities, 
entertainment, pageant and the Crowning 
of Queen Topaz and her Court. The smart 
ones watch the action of the tide to prevent 
a sudden wetting! At dusk the assembled 
festival watchers light up their lanterns and 
help to continue the tradition of the Feast 
of Lanterns. Plan now to attend and help 
celebrate this great annual event.

As I Remember Pacific Grove
The Glass Bottom Boats

The glass bottom 
boat ‘fleet,’  

ca. 1960.
Pat Hathaway’s  
California Views  

Collection.

Viewing marine life from the glass bottom boat. The Japanese Tea House at Lovers 
Point no longer exists.  Pat Hathaway’s California Views Collection.
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242 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, 831.375.9581
Serving our community for over 45 years!

Congratulations 2015 Royal 

Court and Thank You to  

the Feast of Lanterns 

Volunteers!
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SAIL ROUND-TRIP FROM
SAN FRANCISCO!

LIMITED

AVAILABIL
ITY

*Book Now Savings and Fares, apply to new bookings only, are subject to availability and may change without notice. Cruise-only fares are per person in US dollars, double-occupancy, and do not include cruise
port, security and handling charge of $570. Restrictions apply. **Complimentary bus service based on a minimum of 20 passengers. For full terms and conditions contact Pacific Grove Travel, CST#1003488-10.

Join Joe Shammas, owner of Pacific Grove Travel, who will be escorting this special group!

HAWAIIAN SERENADE
Round-trip San Francisco on Crystal Serenity • May 28-June 13, 2016 • 16 Days

Highlights: Oahu/Honolulu • Maui/Lahaina • Hawaii/Kailua-Kona • Hawaii/Hilo • Ensenada, Mexico
All-Inclusive Crystal Cruises

Complimentary gratuities, specialty restaurants, fine wines, champagne, spirits and so much more...
Deluxe Stateroom: $5,995 / Verandah: $8,115 per person*

Complimentary bus service from the Monterey Peninsula to SF pier**
To sail on this All-Inclusive Crystal voyage, contact

PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL
593 Lighthouse Avenue Pacific Grove, CA 93950 • 831-373-0631 or Joe@pgtravel.com

Save 200.00
per person if booked

by July 20

Sail under the
Golden Gate Bridge

RARE WEST COAST OPPORTUNITY TO SAIL ON CRYSTAL

Feast of Lanterns Program 
production and distribution

by Cedar Street Times
306 Grand Ave.

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
831-324-4742

Royal Court Photos
Marabee Boone

Historical photos, unless designated 
Pat Hathaway’s California Views  

are from The Layne Collection

Additional Photos:
Peter Mounteer and Peter Nichols

Julie Vivolo Davis
Preview Property Specialist, CalBRE #00930161

501 Lighthouse Ave., PG • 831.594.7283
www.julievdavis.com

Local Knowledge you can 

trust from a Monterey 

Peninsula Native.
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Hardwood Floors
Custom Area Rugs

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE
No Payments • No Interest

for 12 Months o.a.c

Sanding/Refinishing Also Available
Offer expires August 25, 2015

Celebrating 36 Years
1979 - 2015


