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In This Issue

“Like” us on Facebook 
where we post short updates, 
traffic, weather, fun pictures 
and timely stuff. If you fol-
low us on Twitter, you’ll also 
get local sports updates and 
we even tweet tournaments 
and playoffs.
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•
Fri. Jan. 8

Opening Gala Reception
Pacific Grove Art Center

568 Lighthouse Ave.
7-9 p.m.

Meet new artists; Justin Post 
classical-jazz pianist

•
Tues. Jan. 12

Farewell Party for
Tom Frutchey

5:00-6:30 p.m.
at Chautauqua Hall

•
Tues. Jan. 12

Monterey Parkinson’s Support
Group Meeting

3:00 p.m.
at Sally Griffin Center

700 Jewell Ave.
831-372-7510

•
Thur. Jan. 14

Tribute to Judy Archibald
Leaving Library Foundation Board

3:30 PM
PG Library

•
Fri. Jan. 15

Voices of Change
The People’s Oral History Project

Book Signing, Exhibit
and Discussion

Reception with Bill Monning
5-7:30 PM

and Sat. Jan. 16
2-4:30 PM

Unitarian Universalist Church
•

Sat. Jan. 16
MP Dickens Fellowship

Luncheon Meeting
Discussion of Ch 21-33 of

Nicholas Nickleby
Meeting address

Info: Beth at 372-7625
•

Thurs. Feb. 4
Informational meeting for 
individuals interested in 
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Rudy Fischer 
Declares Candidacy 
for Mayor in 2016

Pacific Grove 
City Councilman 
Rudy Fischer an-
nounced  today 
that he will run for 
mayor of that city 
in the November 
2016 election.

“The election 
is almost a year 
away and the cam-
paigning doesn’t start until mid-year, but I 
am going on the record that I am interested 
in the position and plan to pursue it. I already 
received my campaign committee number 
from the Secretary of State’s office, set up a 
bank account, and have had contribution and 
mailing envelopes made up.”

“During this next eleven months I plan 
to raise money for the campaign and get my 
message out there. I don't want to overburden 
my supporters, so I will loan my committee 
$5,000 and hold a couple of events in Febru-
ary and March to raise a similar sum. Then, 
when the campaign starts, I will raise what I 
need to be successful. During the next eleven 
months I also hope to work with Mayor Bill 
Kampe to help him solidify his legacy.”

The city is currently looking for both 
a police chief and a city manager. “Pacific 
Grove is a great city, but we are now entering 
a period where we are going to have to work 
harder than ever to manage our budget.  In 
addition to finding a new city manager and 
police chief, we also have to start turning 
some of our attention to getting more of our 
streets, sidewalks, streetlights and other city 
assets fixed.” A recent audit pointed out that 
although the city has been able to balance its 
budget, it has done so partly at the cost of its 
infrastructure.

“We have some basic things that we 
need to take care of to maintain the quality 
of life of our citizens, and I want to focus on 
those needs.”

“We will find a City Manager and Police 
Chief in the short run, but we also have to 
have to start turning some of our attention to 
getting our infrastructure fixed up over the 
next several years. My goal will be to main-
tain fiscal responsibility while at the same 
time restoring that infrastructure.”

“I also want to see us plant more city 
trees in key locations, get a short term rental 
ordinance in place, get Mills Act tax relief 
for people fixing up historic homes, and stay 
involved in regional issues.” Last year he 
and Councilman Ken Cuneo introduced The 
Pacific Grove Homeless Challenge Grant, 
which raised almost $50,000 from four cities 
to support homeless services organizations. 
The County Board of Supervisors and the 

By Peter Mounteer

If you were out and about in Pacific Grove a few weeks ago and spotted a massive, 
blue-hulled boat in the water near Hopkins Marine Station, consider yourself lucky. You 
just laid eyes on the RV Sikuliaq. The boat is one of the most advanced research ships on 
the planet and its captain also happens to live in Pacific Grove.

The $200 million ship is owned by the National Science Foundation and is currently 
headquartered at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks. It was manufactured at a shipyard in 
Marinette, Wisconsin. The keel was laid down in 2011 and she had her maiden voyage in 
Alaska in 2014. Her history though, is much longer. Marine scientists have been yearning 
for a ship like the Sikuliaq for decades. Her predecessor, RV Alpha Helix, was in service 
from 1966 to 2007 but was incapable of cutting through polar ice to allow scientists to 
conduct research and observation in remote areas of the globe. As a result the Helix seldom 
traveled that far north and scientists thus had limited opportunities to conduct research in 
some the of the coldest parts of the world. RV Sikuliaq effectively meets that need with a 
substantial hull capable of cutting through ice sheets over 2.5 feet thick to get scientists to 
these hard to reach areas far North.

At almost a quarter billion dollars to build, the ship is also one of the most expensive 

Mystery Ship at Captain Mike’s 
Home Port - Pacific Grove

When she came in close to shore a 
few weeks ago, RV Sikuliaq raised 
eyebrows as, above, she sailed near 
Hopins Marine Station. She was 
identified by John Pearse, who gave 
us the above picture. 

But this is what RV Sikuliaq looks like when 
she’s closer to her home port in Alaska. Pho-
to courtesy National Science Foundation.

Capt. Mike Hoshlyk
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Jack Beigle from Canterbury Woods 

Week ending 01-08-16 .........................2.36” 
Total for the season ..............................7.29”
To date last year ................................... N/A”
The historic average to this date is  ......7.35”
Wettest year .................................................47.15”
During rain year 07-01-97 through 06-30-98
Driest year ...................................................4.013”
During rain year 07-01-12 through 06-30-13

research vessels constructed in the American research fleet. One would think, given 
the nation’s economic woes eight years ago, money for such expenditures would be 
hard to come by. Ironically, the Sikuliaq’s existence is something of a product of the 
financial crisis, or rather, the country’s response to it. In 2010, Congress appropriated 
funding to the NSF to build the ship using money from the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, a direct response to the crisis. 

The vessel is piloted part of the year by Captain Mike Hoshlyk of Pacific Grove. 
Before joining the Sikuliaq, Hoshlyk was a 20-year veteran crew member and captain 
of several American research vessels affiliated with the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA). 

He began with NOAA following his graduation from University of Rochester in 
1988, coming out with degrees in biology and geology, and worked his way up the 
ranks on research vessels in NOAA’s fleet. He spent two years in Alaska in the late 
1990s and a second three-year stint there between 2008-2011. In between trips to Alaska 
his work with NOAA brought him and his growing family to Pacific Grove in 2004, 
where the Hoshlyks settled down. After his second stint in Alaska he made his way to 
Marinette, WI, working in research vessels on the Great Lakes. It was in Marinette, 
where Sikuliaq was under construction that Hoshlyk got attached to the vessel and 
retired from NOAA’s research fleet. 

“It was time to go and this opportunity was there,” Hoshlyk says of joining the 
Sikuliaq three years ago.

Hoshlyk is now with the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, with which he works 
roughly seven months a year with the Sikuliaq, splitting his time on the ship with another 
captain, of whom he speaks fondly. There is a lot of coming and going, which can be 
tough, he says. But the rest of his time, what amounts to roughly five months of each 
year, Hoshlyk spends at home with his family.

Hoshlyk’s tenure with the Sikuliaq has seen researchers from all over the country 
and both coasts aboard the vessel. There have been academics from Oxford University, 
the Naval Post Graduate School, Scripps Oceanographic Institute and one man who 
came all the way from France for some time on board. The Sikuliaq can accommodate 
26 researchers and students, usually all attached to a single research study although 
multiple teams can and do get space on the vessel. 

Operations costs keep the ship from leaving the Northern Hemisphere as a transit 
to the Antarctic takes 40 days just to get there. The closest it has come to that part of 
the world is Guam, a paltry 8,000 miles away.

The captain describes the 20 person crew he’s assembled as the “dream team,” a 
group of people he handpicked, for the most part. They follow a roughly similar annual 
schedule as Hoshlyk but the ship itself is staffed year-round, even when its not at sea. 

“It’s a live organism,” Hoshlyk says of the vessel. “Once a [research] boat is com-
missioned its pretty much constantly staffed.” 

The boat is currently at port in Alameda undergoing warranty-related maintenance 
work and will remain there for a few more weeks before heading south with Captain 
Hoshlyk to San Diego for inspection and a few sediment-related research projects. 

Though the schedule may sometimes be a challenge Hoshlyk  enjoys his job and 
said he’ll stick with it for the foreseeable future. He’s got some things on his bucket 
list, like one day sailing the Northwest Passage around Canada and passing through the 
Strait of Magellan at the tip of South America. For now though, he’ll stay busy with 
life in Pacific Grove and working the waters of the Pacific Northwest, which are often 
replete with wildlife, including polar bears.

“They’re fast,” Hoshlyk says. “Polar bears do come around, they play the long 
game and they will eat you,” he says with a laugh. 

El Niño weather may make him yearn for the icy waters for which Sikuliaq was 
built, but for now Capt. Mike is enjoying his sabbatical here in Pacific Grove.

Hoshlyk’s neighbors in Alaska are not quite as friendly as the ones in Pacific 
Grove. This polar bear took a selfie.

PHOSHLYK From Page 1
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Bruce Cowan, one-time Volunteer of 
the Year for his efforts at litter control and 
weed abatement, was injured while “on 
duty” on the day after Christmas, 2015. 
He was picking up litter at Rip Van Winkle 
park (also known as the Dog Park because 
dogs are allowed to be off-leash there) and 
walked into a fallen tree.

As he put it in a letter to us, “I emp-
tied my can [of litter] into the garbage 
container near the parking lot, and was 
getting ready to walk up to my car parked 
at the school on David Ave. about two 
blocks uphill. The route looked clear from 
my perspective. But there was a dead oak 

Citizens Rally After Stalwart litter Volunteer Is Injured
bent way over, with a 25-ft. trunk arching 
about 6 feet above the ground. Kids and 
dogs could run and play around it easily, 
but not tall people! I didn’t see it because 
the bill on my cap hid it from my eyes, and 
suddenly Wham!!”

Cowan hit his head and was knocked 
onto his back. Luckily, a man named Al 
Saxe saw the incident and took Cowan to 

Bruce Cowan ‘groomin’ City Hall






























   
  






the hospital, where it was learned that he 
had broken a fibula. Now he is wearing a 
bootlike cast on his lower leg and foot and 
it appears he will be laid up for a couple 
of months.

The tree, which was “bone dead” as 
Public Works Director Dan Gho put it, had 
never been reported and was well off the 
beaten path, deep in the woods. Gho and 

the City Arborist, Al Weissfuss, had the 
tree removed immediately.

But what about the litter? After Cedar 
Street Times made a posting on Jan. 2 on 
social media, hundreds of people respond-
ed. Many said they would help pick up the 
litter right away and described the routes 
they would take.

Dan Gho pointed out that Bruce Cow-
an voluntarily picked up litter and dog 
messes on other pieces of City property: 
the Museum, the Library, City Hall the 
Police Station, and more. He expressed 
hope that more citizens would rally to 
make up for the hundreds of hours Cow-
an used to volunteer. Otherwise, Public 
Works staff will be doing litter patrol, 
which not only costs the citizens money 
but takes staff away from other duties.

Cowan is expected to recover in a 
few months. It is also hope that those who 
leave the litter behind in Rip Van Winkle 
Park and other public areas will recognize 
the ramifications of their actions and stop 
littering. Litter in other areas is known 
to blow downhill into the Monterey Bay 
Sanctuary.

One person expressed concern that 
a neighbor blows dead leaves into the 
sewer and wondered if that was advisable. 
It is not.

Photo of the litter she picked up by 
Karen Ladner Gunby

Bruce Cowan’s 
Letter to the Editor
Editor:

The day after Christmas wasn’t so 
good for me. I was just finishing up some 
weekly volunteer work at Rip Van Winkle 
(Dog Park) picking up litter. I emptied my 
can into the garbage container near the 
parking lot, and was getting ready to walk 
up to my car parked at the school on David 
Ave. about two blocks uphill. The route  
looked clear from my perspective. But 
there was a dead oak bent way over, with 
a 25 ft. trunk arching about 6 feet above 
the ground. Kids and dogs could run and 
play around it easily, but not tall people! 
I didn’t see it because the bill on my cap 
hid it from my eyes, and suddenly Wham!! 
I hit my head on it and fell on my back. 
I didn’t hurt my head or back much, but 
broke the fibula (small bone) in my left leg.

Luckily a man who saw it happen 
gave me a ride to my car, and probably 
saved me from a much worse injury had I 
tried to walk all the way.    He said he had 
once hit his head on that tree. His name is 
Al Saxe. He has written articles for Cedar 
Street Times, and he told me he used to 
write for Cedar Street Times. (I used to 
write a garden column (“Central Coast 
Landscape”) on native and other drought 
resistant plants for the Herald, so we have 
something in common). I want to convey 
my sincere thanks and appreciation to Al.

My wife, Judy, took me to an ortho-
pedic surgeon Tuesday. So now I am lying 
around home with a big heavy bootlike 
cast on my lower leg and foot. It will 
probably be a couple of months, at least,    
before I am able to walk again without 
crutches. Judy is a GREAT help to me; I 
couldn’t function here without her!

Incidentally, Saturday morning the 
day after New Years she discovered that    
the City had removed the oak — hopefully    
before anyone else was injured.

Bruce    Cowan
Pacific Grove
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Celebrating 25 years of Service!
Central Avenue Pharmacy
133 15th Street, Pacific Grove

831-373-1225
www.caprx.com

“CAPRX is committed to meeting the unique needs of patients and prescribers by 
providing quality compounding and outstanding  customer service.”

• One of the last hometown pharmacies on the Montery Peninsula!
• PCAB Accredited Compounding Specialty Pharmacy
• Home delivery
• Accepting most major insurance plans
• Easy prescription transfers
• Come see us! You’re a name, not a number – we welcome your questions 

Solutions Compounded PCAB Accredited Pharmacy

Hootenanny CX will focus on early 
rock and roll Including Doo-Wop

The bi-monthly hootenannies at the Pacific Grove Art Center (568 Lighthouse Ave. 
Pacific Grove) have been happening for the last 18 years and are attended by some 30-70 
people. These free events, with song books provided, are group sing-alongs and open 
jam-sessions. The Sat. Jan. 9 Hoot (our 110th),7-9:30 p.m. will focus on the  history 
of early rock and roll from the ’50s to the ’70s,  including the songs of Buddy Holly, 
The Five Satins, Chuck Berry, Elvis, The Stray Cats, and many others. There will be 
a doo-wop session, and, as always, we will be singing many of our favorites including 
show tunes and mountain folk. For info. contact Vic Selby (375-6141).

PFISCHER From Page 1

City of Monterey also recently allocated money 
to continue similar support, and pitched in additional 
funds for warming shelters during our anticipated cold 
and wet winter.

Councilman Fischer also sits on the board of  direc-
tors of the Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control 
Agency (MRWPCA), which has a project – Pure Water 
Monterey – which could start producing over 3,500 acre 
feet per year of fresh water for the Peninsula in 2017. 
He has also served as a council liaison to several of the 
City’s boards and commissions.

Lic. #01147233

Adorable cottage/bungalow one block from Lovers Point. 
1 bedroom, 1 bath, 528 sq.ft. Easy walk to town, beach, 
park, restaurants, post office and hiking path to Cannery 
Row and the Aquarium. $599,000

159 Pacific Ave.
Pacific Grove

172 16th Street, Pacific Grove

(831) 372-3524
www.cottageveterinarycare.com

OFFICE HOURS:
 M-F 7:30-6:00  SAT 8:00-5:00  SUN Closed

Like

Providing a full spectrum of 
state of art medical and

surgical services
in our quaint cottage setting

10% Discount
Military, Seniors

and Peace of Mind adoptions*
( * Contact office for full details )

Sunset Suppers $990

The Beach house aT Lovers PoinT
Dinner & cockTaiLs From 4Pm DaiLy

Special menu served daily when seated by 5:30p and ordered by 6p. Subject to change without notice

www.BeachHousePG.com 
Dinner Reservations: 831-375-2345

At Lovers Point Beach
620 Ocean View Blvd. Pacific Grove 

Opening at PG Art Center
A crisp New Year breeze is ready to sweep 

through the Pacific Art Center galleries at 568 Light-
house Ave. Art lovers are invited to come toast the 
New Year and new art at PGAC’s Gala Opening, set 
for Friday, Jan. 8 from 7 – 9 p.m. Meet the new artists, 
raise a glass of bubbly, and enjoy the classical and 
jazz improvisations of pianist Justin Post.
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Medical Marijuana Subject of 
Discussion at Monterey Library

On Mon., Jan. 11, 2016, 6 p.m., Valentia Piccinini of Synchronicity Holistic and 
Karen Mankins, RN, will discuss medical cannabis at the Monterey Public Library.  
Cannabis or "marijuana" is one of the oldest known and perhaps most controversial 
drugs around. It is used for treatment by millions; particularly in China, India, as well 
as the Middle East. Cannabis became accepted as mainstream medicine by the 19th 
century in the West. Please join us as we find out what happened. How did we get to 
where we are today? Learn about our own endocannabinoid system, the different strains 
and what medicinal properties it might hold for our aging population. This event is part 
of The Next Chapter: Designing Your Ideal Life lecture series sponsored by the Friends 
of the Library and the Monterey Public Library Endowment Committee.  Admission is 
free, reservations are required.  Call (831) 646-5632 or email thongchu@monterey.org.  
The Monterey Public Library is located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey.

Marge Ann Jameson
Cop Log

12/25/15 – 01/02/16
Officers delivered Christmas gifts to families in need.

Shouting matches
Neighbors called the police about two men arguing on Evans Ave. One was drunk 

and said he was just yelling. The other gathered his stuff and left.
Son and father had been drinking and punched each other. Both refused medical 

aid and refused to press any charges
Neighbor complained about shouting. Seems the guy he called about suffers from 

a mental condition that makes him stand out in the yard and yell foul language.
Son and mother not getting along. Son was provided with community resource 

phone numbers.
Verbal altercation on Carmel Ave. between a debtor and the person to whom the 

money was owed. A sledge hammer was involved but not used.
False alarms

Responding officers couldn’t secure the front door. Neighbors called owner and 
got the code with which to secure it.

Renters set off an alarm on Sunset.
Rambunctious dog on the loose

First the loose dog knocked someone over and they had to go to the emergency 
room. Then the dog attacked someone’s small dog. The owner of the small dog re-
ported seeing a man with gray hair and a green shirt let the young German shepherd 
off his leash, but neither the man in green nor the German shepherd could be found 
when officers arrived.

Welfare checks
Alder St.
Crest Ave.

Lost and Found
A woman reported losing some property at Lovers Point.
A man’s wallet was lost on Forest Ave.
A man phoned to say he’d lost his prescription glasses.
A drivers license was found on Ocean View and turned in. Owner contacted and 

return pending.
Cell phone and laptop reported missing.

Package stolen
...from a front porch on Ocean View Blvd.

Vandalism of business sign
A business owner on Ocean View Blvd. Reported their sign was vandalized and 

their flower planter damaged.
Burglary on Briggs

Back door window forced open and TV plus other personal items were stolen.
Theft of bike

It had been locked in a carport on Grove Lane.
Hits and Runs

On 19th St. Steven Munsie was later identified as the driver and arrested for DUI.
On Sunset, unknown driver hit a parked motorcycle twice and failed to leave con-

tact information. Driver was contacted at a traffic stop and found to be DUI. Arrested 
for DUI and hit and run.

Traffic collisions
On Pine Ave.: Driver says he didn’t see the stop sign and hit a bicyclist.
On Forest Ave., an accident involving two vehicles. One driver was transported 

to CHOMP.
The case of the drone-eating tree

A male teenager was climbing a flagpole trying to reach his drone which had 
been captured by a tree. He sustained a small picture wound to his leg and was taken 
to the emergency room.

For the 14th straight year, the Pacific 
Grove Chamber of Commerce will run 
a shuttle bus service to the AT&T Peb-
ble Beach Pro-Am golf tournament on 
Wednesday through Sunday, February 
10-14.  In addition, admission tickets to 
the Tournament will be available for sale 
at the Chamber beginning January 15.

The shuttle will depart in front of 
the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural 
History starting Wednesday, February 10, 
8:00 am to 3:30 pm, Thursday through 
Saturday, February 11-13, 6:30 am to 5:30 
pm, and Sunday, February 14, 6:30 am to 
4:30 pm for the estimated 20-minute trip 
to the tournament at Pebble Beach.  The 
cost is $20 for all day.  A five-day pass is 
available for $60.

Free unlimited parking is available 
a block away on Ocean View Boulevard.  
Three comfortable 60-passenger buses 
from Pacific Monarch will be used for 
the shuttle. 

Golf fans are reminded that cameras, 
cell phones, large backpacks, and large 
bags are not allowed on the golf courses 
during the tournament.  Programs and pair-
ing sheets are available at the tournament.

The Chamber will promote the shuttle 
service, which eliminates the need for golf 
fans to drive to the campus of California 
State University Monterey Bay on the old 
Fort Ord to board transportation to the 
tournament.  Golf fans, except those with 

AT&T Shuttle Service from 
Downtown Pacific Grove

special parking privileges, are not allowed 
to drive their cars to the tournament on 
Thursday-Sunday.

"They lose an hour of their valuable 
time going back and forth and having to 
endure a longer ride to the tournament and 
back again.  The Chamber's direct shuttle 
to Pebble Beach alleviates that problem 
and allows the Chamber to show its hos-
pitality to our wonderful visitors."

Last year's Chamber AT&T shuttle 
drew 3,000 people over the tournament's 
five-day run.  Ammar expects that number 
to grow substantially this year because of 
anticipation that the tournament's popular-
ity will grow and hopefully better weather 
conditions.

Tickets to the golf tournament are 
available at the Chamber.  The cost for 
tournament rounds is $55 a day.

Play begins at 8 am each day except 
for Sunday's final round at the Pebble 
Beach Golf Links, when the action begins 
at 7:30 am.

Pacific Grove lodging establishments 
will be offering special packages and 
discount rates for the length of the tour-
nament.  Some stores in Pacific Grove 
also will remain open late on Friday and 
Saturday to accommodate golf fans.

For more information, contact the 
Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce at 
373-3304 or www.pacificgrove.org.

Investigators with the Peninsula Regional 
Violence and Narcotics Team have made some 
modest gains in their work on a December 30 
armed robbery case at Lovers Point. 

According to PRVNT, the suspect, 18 -ear-old 
Victor Almanza-Martinez, has affiliations with a 
known Norteño gang organization in Castroville, 
where he also lives. The car Almanza-Martinez 
and his associates stole was recovered by law 
enforcement in a field in Castroville the day after 
the incident and was returned to the victim, license 
plates intact. Almanza-Martinez, currently on 
juvenile probation, has been charged with armed 
robbery, kidnapping, possession of stolen proper-
ty, conspiracy and violation of probation, has not 
yet posted bail and has a preliminary hearing on 
January 14.

PRVNT also confirmed the victims, though they did not know Almanza-Martinez, 
are from the Monterey Peninsula area. 

The incident received national attention for one especially peculiar detail: one 
of the three suspects took a selfie using the victim’s cell phone and sent it to his own 
cell phone, virtually turning himself in before he could get away. After leaving with 
the victim’s car the victim contacted Pacific Grove Police Department, provided them 
with the image who turned the case over to PRVNT and resulted in Almanza-Martinez’ 
arrest later that day. 

‘Selfie Robber’ Investigation 
Going Forward

California existing home sales 
fell in November from both the previ-
ous month and year for the first time 
in nearly a year as low housing afford-
ability extended into Southern Califor-
nia, according to the CALIFORNIA 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® 
(C.A.R.).

Home sales posted below the 
400,000 level in November for the 
first time since March 2015 and were 
at the lowest level since February 
2015.

Closed escrow sales of existing, 
single-family detached homes in Cal-
ifornia totaled a seasonally adjusted 
annualized rate of 369,680 units in 
November. 
The November figure was down 8.4 
percent from the revised 403,580 level 
in October and down 1.6 percent com-
pared with home sales in November 
2014 of a revised 375,740.

The year-to-year decrease was 
the first since January 2015 and was 
significantly below the six-month av-

erage of 8.3 percent observed between 
May 2015 and October 2015.  

“The affordability crunch that 
has dampened home sales in the Bay 
Area for the past year or so could be 
spreading to other higher-priced areas, 
such as Los Angeles, Ventura, and 
Orange County,” said 2016 C.A.R. 
President Ziggy Zicarelli.

The median price of an existing, 
single-family detached California 
home dipped 0.2 percent in November 
to $475,000 from $475,990 in Octo-
ber.  November’s median price was 
6.8 percent higher than the revised 
$444,630 recorded in November 2014.

As sales activity softened in No-
vember, there were also fewer active 
listings compared to the previous year. 
The number of active listings contin-
ued to drop from both the previous 
month and year. Active listings at the 
statewide level dropped 11.1 percent 
from October and decreased 8.8 per-
cent from November 2014.

Scott Dick 
Monterey County Assoc. of Realtors

Market Matters

California’s housing market loses 
momentum toward end of 2015
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Gentrain Programs in January
The Gentrain Society of Monterey Peninsula College will sponsor two free public 
lectures in January, 2016. For additional detail and illustrations please see the 
Gentrain website.

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 
Gentrain Society Lecture: The Life and Legacy of Isadora Duncan: 

A Revolution in Aesthetics Through Dance
Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Free; MPC Parking $2.00

Information: www.gentrain.org; info@gentrain.org ; 372-0895
Lois Flood, solo dancer and founder of Diablo Dance Theater, will perform 

the stunning classical dances of the legendary Isadora Duncan. Duncan (1877-
1927) introduced a revolutionary way of expressing universal human emotions, 
ranging from the dramatic and lyrical to the heroic, creating a beautiful expressive 
dance based on natural movements. Music by Chopin, Schubert and Gluck will 
accompany these historical dances, choreographed by Isadora and passed on to 
Lois by the second generation of Duncan Dancers. Lois will include a narrative 
describing Isadora’s many new ideas in Art and Politics. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No. 20152382

The following person is doing business as LAUB'S 
COUNTRY STORE, S/W corner San Carlos & Ocean 
Ave., Carmel, Monterey County, CA 93921:  LAUB 
AMERICA CORPORATION, 108 Arboleda Lane, 
Carmel Valley, CA 93924. This statement was filed 
with the Clerk of Monterey County on December 2, 
2015. This business is conducted by a corporation. 
Registrant commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name or names listed above on 
6/12/72. Signed: Eddene C. McNamara ,CFO. Publica-
tion dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25/15, 1/1/16

 City of Pacific Grove 
Annual Notice of Vacancies 

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 
The City of Pacific Grove is seeking applications for 
the following Boards, Commissions and Committees 
for vacancies that currently exist and/or terms that ex-
pire January/February 2016. For a complete descrip-
tion of the purposes and meeting schedule of each of 
the available Boards, Commissions, and Committees, 
please visit the City’s website at http://www.cityof-
pacificgrove.org/boards 
• Administrative Enforcement Hearing Officer Panel 
(5) 
• Architectural Review Board (5) 
• Economic Development Commission –General 
Business Owners (1); Citizens at large (2) 
• Golf Links Advisory Commission (4-hospitality/
business owner/manager) 
• Historic Resources Committee (7) 
• Museum Board (2) 
• Beautification and Natural Resources Committee (4) 
• Planning Commission (1) 
• Recreation Board(2) 
• Traffic Safety Commission (4) 
Appointees must be registered Pacific Grove voters, 
except for the Economic Development Commission. 
Applications for these vacancies will be accepted until 
5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 11, 2015. Interested 
persons may pick up an application at the City Clerk’s 
Office, 300 Forest Avenue or a copy may be down-
loaded from the City’s website at: http://www.cityof-
pacificgrove.org/sites/default/files/forms/city-clerk/
application-app-boards-commissions-12-14-09_0.pdf 
Further information may also be obtained by contact-
ing the City Clerk at (831) 648-3181 or by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofpacificgrove.org 
Publication Dates 11/13/15 TFN

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20152401

The following person is doing business as ROBINA'S 
ORGANICS, 1700 Old Stage Rd., Salinas, Monterey 
County, CA 93903:  ROBINA BHATTI-HAUGE, 
1911 Chennault Ct., Marina, CA 93933 and EVAN 
HAUGE, 1911 Chennault Ct., Marina, CA 93933. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on December 4, 2015. This business is con-
ducted by a married couple. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 11/26/15. Signed: Robina Bhat-
ti-Hauge. Publication dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25/15, 
1/1/16

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT File 
No. 20152420

The following person is doing business as GRAVITY 
WINE HOUSE, 28275 Alta Street, Gonzales, Monte-
rey County, CA 93926:  SLH FARMS, A CALIFOR-
NIA CORPORATION, 28275 Alta Street, Gonzales, 
CA 93926. This statement was filed with the Clerk of 
Monterey County on December 8, 2015. This business 
is conducted by a corporation. Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 12/1/15. Signed: Mark 
Pisoni, President. Publication dates: 12/18, 12/25/15, 
1/1, 1/8/16

 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20152485 

The following person is doing business as STRIVIN 
FOR A BUCK ENT., 1744 Lasalle Ave., Seaside, Mon-
terey County, CA 93955:  DARREL G. SOSLAND, 
1744 Lasalle Ave., Seaside, CA 93955. JOE G. 
KLOTZ, 517 11th St., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. This 
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on December 14, 2015. This business is conducted by 
co-partners. Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or names listed 
above on N/A. Signed: Joe Klotz and Darrel Sosland 
Publication dates: 12/18, 12/25/15, 1/1, 1/8/16

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20152503

The following person is doing business as LIVER-
MORE GARAGE DOORS; SALINAS GARAGE 
DOORS; MONTEREY BAY GARAGE DOORS, 
18223 Caldwell Street, East Garrison, Monterey 
County, CA 93933:  JONATHAN LEE MANDOZA, 
8223 Caldwell Street, East Garrison, CA 93933. This 
statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on December 16, 2015. This business is conducted by 
an individual. Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or names listed 
above on 10/02/15. Signed: Jonathan Lee Mendoza
Publication dates: 1/1, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22/16

Legal Notices
Rabia Erduman

Self discovery

1. Sit silently: in this moment there 
is nowhere to go and nothing to do except 
be with yourself... Be silent, sense what it 
right here and now.

What I notice right here, right now...
experiences of thoughts, feelings, body  
sensations, and experiences of seeing, 
hearing, sensing right now: 

(write in a journal or tell a partner)
2. Answer this question: What do you 

value most? Use a short answer (word or a 
phrase). Repeat this question many times. 

Make a list of what you value.
3. Do a mental and written review 

of the past year. List and briefly describe 
your accomplishments, what you created 
in your life, i.e. what you manifested. Note 
how your values informed your life.

My accomplishments; what I created, 
what I manifested:

4. Also reviewing the past year and 
your present circumstances, list what you 
are grateful for.

 I am grateful for the following:

5. List:

 The uppers in my life:
 The downers in my life:
 What makes me feel tense:
 What makes me feel relaxed and 

let go:

6. List that which you want to bring 
into your life, and that which you want to 
eliminate from your life.

Hello to:
Goodbye to:
Take a break so that you can integrate 

what you wrote so far.
7. Now closing your eyes, focus for a 

moment on your breath. Imagine a peace-
ful garden. Invite now into the garden 

Manifesting for the New Year

your Higher Self who is willing to carry 
your vision for the coming year into the 
Great Oneness, the Collective Mind. 
This Higher Self guide harmonizes your 
values with your actions, activates others 
who can benefit from your vision, and 
magnetizes to you all that is needed to 
manifest your vision for your highest 
good. Feel the loving presence of this 
guide. Sense that your guide deeply 
knows the tremendous abundance of the 
Great Oneness, the Collective Mind. En-
trust to your Higher Self the creation and 
fulfillment of your vision. Entrust your 
process for manifesting for your highest 
good and the good of others. Know that 
your guide receives the trust and is now 
your messenger to the Collective as 
well as your guide in this process. Your 
Higher Self loves you unconditionally. 
Now, notice your breath. When you are 
ready, open your eyes.

8. Now in your journal write the 
date for January of the following year 
(2017). Look back on 2016 as if it had 
already happened.

9. List what you want to have 
attained by this time next year. You 
may want to consider a variety of ar-
eas of your life such as your work or 
professional life, relationship, your 
finances, health/your body, your own 
process, your home or living situation, 
your spirituality. Using this list, write a 
few pages describing all that you have 
manifested in 2016 as if it had already 
happened. Note the continuous thread 
of your values.

10. Now put each of the items in 
your list of what you would like to at-
tain into a time frame. List each month 
of the coming year and describe in the 
present tense those items from your 
list as they happen, as you accomplish 

Transform your negative beliefs. . .
transform your life.

Rabia Erduman, CHT, CMP, RPP, CST
Author of  Veils of  Separation

831-277-9029
www.wuweiwu.com

Therapeutic Massage • Trauma Release
Craniosacral Therapy • Polarity Therapy

Transpersonal Hypnotherapy • Reiki 
CDs: Chakra Meditation, Relaxation, Meditation, Inner Guides

Transform your negative beliefs. . .
transform your life.

Rabia Erduman, CHT, CMP, RPP, CST
Author of  Veils of  Separation

831-277-9029
www.wuweiwu.com

Therapeutic Massage • Trauma Release
Craniosacral Therapy • Polarity Therapy

Transpersonal Hypnotherapy • Reiki 
CDs: Chakra Meditation, Relaxation, Meditation, Inner Guides

them. Some items on your list may require 
several months for completion. Describe 
the progress for such items in the present 
tense during each month.

11. Now sit quietly. Sense this mo-
ment. Notice your breath. Close your eyes. 
Now imagine January 1st 2017. Look 
back on the year and notice your vision 
manifesting in your life. Feel the sense of 
accomplishment and gratefulness for these 
new aspects of your life. Also, in your 
own way, thank your Higher Self guide 
for activating the Collective to fulfill your 
vision for 2016.

Biography

Rabia Erduman was born in Istanbul, 
Turkey and later spent 10 years in Ger-
many before arriving in the United States 
in 1983. She has traveled extensively in 
Europe, India, and Bali and is fluent in 
English, German, and Turkish. 

Rabia has a B.A. in psychology, and 
uses the Clarity Process, Alchemical Hyp-
notherapy, Reiki, Craniosacral Therapy, 
Polarity Therapy, and Trauma Release to 
assist clients in their process of self-dis-
covery. She teaches Chakra Balancing, 
Intuitive Touch, and Spiritual Awakening 
workshops. Rabia has been in private prac-
tice since 1983 and teaching since 1984. 

An inspiring lecturer, Rabia has giv-
en talks on chakras, hypnotherapy, past 
life regression, and living life in ecstasy, 
among other topics. She has also been 
interviewed on radio and television shows. 

Rabia is the author of Veils of Separa-
tion - Finding the Face of Oneness, and has 
four guided imagery CDs: “Relaxation,” 
“Meditation,” “Chakra Meditation,” and 
“Inner Guides.”

To those wishing to understand her 
work, she says, “I have found working 
with the combination of mind, body, and 
energy to be highly effective in reaching 
optimum balance. My life and work are 
about being in the moment, free of fear 
and the feeling of separation. Deep joy is a 
natural expression of this process.” 

Following her vision, Rabia is taking 
the steps necessary for her book to be 
made into a movie or a television series. 
The screenplay is complete. Now she is 
looking for a producer. 

Volunteer Informational 
Meeting at Museum

On Thursday, February 4 there will be 
an informational meeting for individuals 
interested in volunteering at the Pacific 
Grove Museum of Natural History.

Meetings begin at 6 p.m. and are free.
Make a difference as a volunteer. The 

Museum is currently seeking new volun-
teers interested in meeting new people, 
have a passion for nature, and want to 
give back to their community. There are a 
number of volunteer opportunities avail-
able, with different and flexible schedules. 
No experience is necessary and training 
is provided.

Call 831-648-5716 ext. 20 or email 
Allison Watson at watson@pgmuseum.
org for more information. Look on the Mu-
seum’s website, pgmuseum.org/volunteer 
for more details.

World Affairs Council 
Discussion: “What To Do 

About ISIS?”
What should the U.S. and its allies do 

about ISIS? What is ISIS…who are their 
allies and why have they been successful 
to date?

Free to the public, Monday, January 
11, 2016 at 4 PM, MPC Room 101, Social 
Science Building,

980 Fremont Street, Monterey, CA 
93940. Parking $2 in Lot D. Permits for 
attendees. 

www.wacmb.org
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Richard Trotter
“Dick”

Celebration of Life
~Rescheduled

Ph: 831-643-2457 • Fax: 831-643-2094

www.ElderFocus.com 
2100 Garden Road, Suite C • Monterey

jkd@ElderFocus.com • Vicki@ElderFocus.com

• Licensed Professional Fiduciary
• Certified Care Manager
• Conservatorships
• Special Needs Trusts
• Health Care Agent
• Professional Organizing

Care Management & Fiduciary Services
Jacquie DePetris, LCSW, CCM, LPF

Vicki Lyftogt, CLPF

~

Sunday, Feb. 21st
12:00 - 3:00 pm at

Bayonet & Black Horse
Golf Course

1 McClure Way, Seaside

Holly Ann Summers
1960 - 2016

Holly Ann Summers was born 
December 10, 1960 in Denver, CO. She 
grew up in Martinez, CA, before moving 
to Pacific Grove in 1980. She became 
immortalized as a beloved member of the 
Pacific Grove business community when 
she opened Holly's Lighthouse Cafe in 
2004. She was recognized by The Pacific 
Grove Chamber of Commerce as best 
restaurateur in 2011. Holly was a daugh-
ter, a mother, a sister, and a friend to so 
many. Her legacy will live on through 
the lives she touched with her bound-
less generosity. Holly is survived by her 
two daughters, Amy and Molly, and her 
beloved friend Steven MacDonald.

A reception for Holly will be held 
this Friday, January 8, at 1:00 pm at 
Chautauqua Hall.

Blair Miller Achieves 
Fall 2015 Dean’s List at 

Belmont University
Blair Miller of Carmel quali-

fied for the Fall 2015 Dean’s List 
at Belmont University. Eligibility 
is based on a minimum course 
load of 12 hours and a quality 
grade point average of 3.5 with 
no grade below a C.

Approximately 30 percent of 
Belmont’s 7,400 students quali-
fied for the Fall 2015 Dean’s List. 
Belmont Provost Dr. Thomas 
Burns said, “This achievement 
for the fall semester indicates 
that these students have placed 
a high priority on their work at 
Belmont and have invested time 
and energy in their studies. It is 
our strong belief that consistent 
application in this manner will 
reap great benefits, which will 
equip them for a lifetime of 
learning and growing.”

About Belmont University
Ranked No. 5 in the Re-

gional Universities South cat-
egory and named as a “Most 
Innovative” university by U.S. 
News & World Report, Belmont 
University is celebrating its 
125th anniversary in academic 
year 2015-16. Founded in 1890, 
the University consists of more 
than 7,400 students who come 
from every state and more than 
25 countries. Committed to 
being a leader among teaching 
universities, Belmont brings to-
gether the best of liberal arts and 
professional education in a Chris-
tian community of learning and 
service. For more information, 
visit www.belmont.edu.

Holly Ann Summers

Obituary
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Otter Views
Tom Stevens

Countdown to 100,000

An overdue oil change took me to Jiffy Lube Monday afternoon. Looking afterwards 
at the little window sticker reminder for the next one, I realized my truck’s odometer 
would pass 100,000 by then. 

Having lived on small Pacific islands most of my life, I’ve only had one vehicle that 
went that far. The others either succumbed to rust or simply couldn’t acquire 100,000 
before I had to sell them and move on.

So this is an epochal event. If I can keep the truck running until the next oil change, 
and if I remember to look down at the critical moment, I may get to watch 99999 turn 
to 100000 once again.

I still remember the only other time that happened. It was in the year 2000, or Y2K 
as we called it then. Alarmist media had panicked the developed world into believing 
all computerized systems would crash at the turn of the millennium, but I was more 
focused on the turn of my odometer. 

I was driving in those days a friendly little car called an Isuzu Amigo. It was the 
only car I had ever bought new. By Y2K, it was 11 years old and had reached 99999 
miles. I was paying attention, because I didn’t know if I’d ever drive another car to 
that mythical threshold.

I was motoring home from work one afternoon when the little dashboard numbers 
finally did their long-awaited somersault. For about 90 seconds, the odometer held at 
99999. I savored the symmetry as intently as I could without running the car off the road.

To a driver born in the ninth month, 99999 seems an especially felicitous odometer 
reading. The number is well-balanced, houses the mystical power of all those nines, 
and reads the same both ways. It is also very pleasing to the eye.

If I could have pulled over right there, I would have. Just eased the Amigo onto 
the gravel verge and rolled to a halt, leaving the line of nines poised on tiptoe like the 
Rockettes. It would have been like stopping time. 

If you were wealthy and whimsical in an artistic sort of way, you could start a 
sculpture garden of cars that had been driven exactly to 99999 and no further. It would 
be like that Texas billionaire who had all those Cadillacs planted on his ranch with the 
tailfins poking skyward.

Unfortunately, the Amigo and I had to keep going. As we pushed into the new mile, 
the beautiful nines blinked slowly from sight like sleepy eyes in a day-care nap room.

I wanted to say goodbye to the nines, but there wasn’t time. Down from the top of 
the odometer rolled a brand new one and five perfect zeroes. Actually, “rolled” doesn’t 
quite get it. As I watched, the zeroes slid down in unison like a line of broken eggs.

The new number was as pleasing in its way as the nines had been: 100000. It 
reminded me of a scoreboard in the sixth inning of the World Series. 

“A hundred thousand miles!” I crowed. “I’ve driven this car 100,000 miles, and I 
got to watch the number turn over! Wee-ha!”

I can guess what you’re thinking right now, and “get a life” is a polite version of This isn’t Tom’s 100,000-mile truck, but it’s a cool picture.

it. But really, don’t you think the turn of a hundred thousand miles on an odometer is 
a momentous, almost millennial event?

No? Then how about watching all those zeroes slide down at once? I went all 
shivery when I saw that, because I had missed all the increments of 10,000 leading 
up to it. Every time my car’s odometer was about to crest at something-9999, I would 
vow to watch the new 10,000 descend. It seemed as easy as staying up to midnight on 
New Year’s Eve.

But every time, something new would distract me – the constant nuisance of on-
coming traffic, the bent backs of farm workers in distant fields, or some hellish inner 
monologue about the meaning of art. When I’d finally glance at the odometer again 
– sometimes days later – it would read out some raggedy, unremarkable number like 
40017 or 60231.

So I watched with special care in year 2K, savoring every millisecond of the tran-
sition from 99999 to 100000. Then I savored every millisecond of the change from 
100000 to its exquisitely symmetrical successor, 100001. I don’t read binary code, but 
it must be this exciting.

Now, all these years later, I’ve finally nursed another vehicle up close to the 100000 
mark. If I can stay alert and practice mindfulness, I may get to see that number and 
some of its loveliest followers: 100100, 101010 and 101101. 

200000, though, seems doubtful. The truck didn’t smoke for much of its youth, 
but I did. 

 Carmel Campus, PK–Grade 8
24800 Dolores Street, Carmel 

Wednesday,  January 13  , 2016  • 8:30–11:00 a.m.

Attendance is limited to 20 registrants per event. 

Please RSVP to Sylvia Ishii at 831-574-4607 or sishii@stevensonschool.org.

For more details visit www.stevensonschool.org/previews

Experience the 
spirit of Stevenson 

at our Exclusive 
Previews.

Make your life a splendid story. [That’s the spirit of Stevenson.]

SS-776 CC Preview_CedarSt_Final.indd   1 9/28/15   4:21 PM
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Suggested Letter on Draft 
EIR Prompts Special Council 

Meeting
Saying that the Draft Environmen-

tal Impact Report on the Pebble Beach 
Company’s inclusionary housing project 
“does not adequately address a number 
of project-related impacts and burdens” 
on Pacific Grove residents and on the city 
itself, Mark Brodeur, the City’s Director of 
Community and Economic Development 
sought City Council approval to send a 
letter to the Monterey County planning 
department. 

“I’ve never received more ‘fan mail’ 
than on this subject,” he said. Nor have 
there been as many people in the City 
Council chambers in recent months as 
there were at the June 3 meeting. Brodeur 
said that the comments were continuing to 
pour in as of our press time on Thursday 
morning. 

The Pebble Beach project aims to 
construct 31 units of housing, called “in-
clusionary,” as a “payback” to the County 
to be allowed to construct other projects 
inside Pebble Beach’s boundaries. A $5 
million in-lieu fee was suggested by Coun-
ty Supervisors but Pebble Beach Company 
chose the route of building inclusionary 
housing. 

After appeal, PG Art Center 
Receives Generous Gift
The Pacific Grove Art Center, snug in 

its second-floor quarters for 46 years, was 
looking forward to undergoing a financial 
audit so that the Center could become eli-
gible for larger funding grants and oppor-
tunities. “We’re supported generously by 
many local people and organizations,” said 
Executive Director Teresa Brown. More 
funding through grants would enable to Art 
Center to do more for the community, she 
said, like classes and promotion of shows 
and exhibits. 

Recently though, a big speed bump 
appeared in the Art Center’s road to finan- 
cial stability – the landlords advised them 
of a rent increase, the first in 11 years. The 
increase would take the non-profit’s rent 
closer to market value, raising it monthly 
from $3,300 to $5,000. “We understand,” 
said Brown in an appeal letter to members 
and others on their mailing list. “We are 
grateful to the owners for their forbearance 
in the past, but it is not their responsibility 
to provide for our future.” 

The appeal letter is paying off. Not 
only has there been an increase in mem-
berships and individual donations, but one 
anonymous donor sent a check restricted 
to pay for the entire financial audit for the 
next two years – $20,000. 

Cop Log 
June 15, 2015 Issue

Taking his canoe for a car ride
A person was hauling a canoe and as 

he made a left turn, the rear of the canoe 
struck a parked car. 

Presumed cocaine found on pier 
A man found something on the pier 

that he thought was drugs. As there are 
children in the area, he wanted to protect 
them. The substance tested presumtive 
for cocaine. 
Campfire at George Washington Park 

A campfire was intentionally started 
at Gerge Washington Park and was extin- 
guished by Monterey Fire. Police have a 
strong clue as to the perpetrator as they left 
a knife with initials carved in it. 

Scooter scooted 
A three-wheeled scooter was stolen 

from a driveway on Shell Ave. during 
the night. 

Stealthy cat chomps property owner 
A cat lurking in the closet was bitten 

by the reporting party. After a lot of inves-
tigation and checking with neighbors, the 
owner of the cat was located and proved 
that the cat had been vaccinated. None-
theless, it will be quarantined for 10 days. 

Senior Survey Results 
Each year, counseling staff at Pacific 

Grove High School surveys graduating 
seniors to find out what their plans are for 
after high school graduation. Here are the 
results for the class of 2015 (total of 127 
students): What are your plans following 
high school? 

• Four-year college: 54 • Military: 1 • 
Two-year college: 66 • Gap year: 5 

If attending a four-year college or 
university, what school? 

• Baker University: 1 • California 
State University, Channel Islands: 2 • 
California State University, Chico: 4 • 
California State University, Fresno: 1 • 
California State University, Long Beach: 
2 • California State University, Monterey 
Bay: 4 • California State University, Sac-
ramento: 1 • Cal Lutheran University: 1 • 
Cal Poly-Pomona: 1 • Cal Poly-SLO: 1 • 
College of Idaho: 1 • Cornell College: 1 
• Humboldt State University: 3 • Indiana 
University, Bloomington: 1 • Lewis and 
Clark College: 1 • Michigan State Univer-
sity: 2 • Montana State University: 1 • New 
York University: 1 • San Diego Christian 
College: 1 • San Diego State University: 1 
• San Jose State University: 3 • Santa Clara 
University: 1 • Sonoma State University: 5 
• UC Berkley: 1 • UC Davis: 1 • UC San 
Diego: 1 • UC Santa Cruz: 3 • University 
of Laverne: 1 • University of Oregon: 2 • 
University of the Pacific: 3 • University of 
San Francisco: 1 

Dharma Center Opens at 
Forest and Sinex

“The Rinpoche starts the cleansing 
of the building. The pine was doused in 
water. Rose petals were passed out and we 
all threw them into the wind...” 

•
Intern Emily Branan, a student at 

Loyola University in New Orleans, wrote 
a story about Corinne Harris, a 15-year-old 
with autism.

Corinne will be one of two swimmers 
from the United States to participate in 
the inaugural Synchronized Swimming 
Athletes with Disabilities Symposium. 

This event is the first time athletes 
with disabilities will be able to compete in 
synchronized swimming. It will be held in 
Taiwan over June 19, 20 and 21. 

Hosted by Synchro Taiwan and the 
Taiwan Rotary Club, District 3460, the 
symposium looks to raise awareness of 
this sport and push to have it included in 
the Paralympics Games by 2024. 

•
Jane Roland wrote about one of her 

favorite subjects: Rescue Dogs. This time, 
it was the tale of Clementine, a black lab.

“I have a very soft spot for rescued 
animals. Certainly that affection includes 
those of the wild kingdom who faced cer-
tain death and/or mutilation from the hands 
of man (if these predators can be called 
“man”). In my life I am more familiar 
with domestic creatures, cats, dogs, horses, 
rabbits and other beings that may become 
pets. I certainly cannot criticize those 
who choose to purchase from breeders; 
this is their choice. However, what can be 
more satisfying than saving an animal that 
otherwise might have died or worse? The 
tale of Jerome, Bootsie, Beau, Brandy, and 
others... There are those that come to see 
us at The Treasure Shop. “

Water District Announces 
Water Conservation Mandate 

The Monterey Peninsula Water Man-
agement District (MPWMD) has an-
nounced the beginning of the State Water 
Resources Control Board’s mandatory 
8 percent water conservation order for 
customers of California American Water 
(Cal-Am). Cal-Am’s Monterey County 
District water customers must demonstrate 
an 8 percent reduction in use for the next 
nine months from June 1 through February 
28, 2016 as compared on a cumulative 
basis to the same period in 2013. 

“For the first time in California’s his-
tory, the State is requiring mandatory water 
conservation,” commented Dave Stoldt, 
MPWMD General Manager. “Governor 
Brown and the State Water Board agree 
that a greater level of conservation now 
will forestall additional impacts if the 
current drought continues.” 

The Monterey Peninsula has one of 
the lowest residential per-capita uses in 
the state, but the Governor’s order is fo-
cused on achieving statewide savings of 
25 percent across the board – commercial, 
industrial, institutional, recreational, as 
well as residential. 

“We are all in this together. It is crit-
ical that everyone, including businesses 
and the public sector, consider what more 
each of us can do to reduce water use,” 
said MPWMD Water Demand Manager 
Stephanie Locke. “If we continue our ef-
forts, we will achieve our goal and avoid 
further action by the State.” 

•
MBNMS Proposes Draft EIR for 

Regional Water Project Desal 
Monterey Bay National Marine 

Sactuary (MBNMS) has announced a 
Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement and 
Public Scoping for the proposed Monterey 
Bay Regional Water Project desalination 
facility 

Programs at the PG Library 
For more information call 648-5760 

Starting Monday, June 1 - July 22 
“Read to the Rhythm” Sign up for the 
Summer Reading Program at the Pacif-
ic Grove Library, 550 Central Avenue, 
Pacific Grove 93950. Read all summer 
long, earn prizes, and come to the special 
events every week. For more information 
call 648-5760. 

Wednesday, June 17 • 11:00 am 
Pre-School stories, ages 2-5. 

Wednesday, June 17 • 2:00 pm 
Rockin’ good fun with musician Chris 
Bohrman. For children of all ages 

Thursday, June 18 • 11:00 am 

Baby Rhyme Time: Stories, songs and 
rhymes for babies from birth - 24 months. 

Wednesday, June 24 • 11:00 am 
Magical Moonshine Theatre presents a 
puppet show for all ages. 

Thursday, June 25 • 11:00 am 
Baby Rhyme Time: stories, songs and 
rhymes for babies birth-24 months. 

Thursday, June 24 • 1:00 pm 
“Let’s Make A Comic Strip”: Create and 
design your own comic strip. Ages 8 +. 

•
Anthony Coppla was an out- standing 

Breaker, garnering four athletic awards as 
he played football and baseball at Pacific 
Grove High School. Now he’s on his way 
to be an outstanding Otter, signing to play 
baseball with CSUMB. Congratulations, 
Anthony! 

June 12-18, 2015
A fire Sunday evening, June 7 at Vista 

Point Apartments brought quick and heavy 
response, including the ladder truck. There 
were two other fires over the weekend 
-- one in Monterey on John St. and one 
in Carmel at an art gallery, making it a 
busy weekend for Monterey Fire. “This 
one had a lot of potential for damage 
an injury, [being on the third floor of an 
apartment building],” said Monterey Fire 
Chief Gaudenz Panhozer. “Luckily, it was 
discovered during daylight hours and the 
fire didn’t hinder the path of egress from 
the building.” The fire was confined to a 
balcony. It was determined to have been 
caused by someone putting smoking ma-
terials in a planter box full of wood mulch. 
According to the chief, it probably had 
smoldered for a long time before flaming.

Outlets for Electric Vehicles 
Installed in Monterey

The City of Monterey installed two 
new electric vehicle (EV) charging stations 
in the Calle Principal Garage this month, 
bringing the total of charging areas in 
Monterey to four. They are: 1. Calle Prin-
cipal Garage, 440 Calle Principal Street, 
two stations, $0.75 per hour to park, four 
hour maximum. (J1772 connector) 2. 
Downtown West Parking Garage, 340 
Tyler Street; two stations, free four hour 
maximum parking. (J1772 connector) 3. 
Behind City Hall on Dutra Street. (120 volt 
plug in) 4. On Pearl Street and Camino El 
Estero, next to the cemetery across from 
the Youth Center. (120 volt plug in)

The units were donated to the City 
through the Monterey County Gives! 
campaign in partnership with The Offset 
Project. The Offset Project works with 
communities to implement best practic-
es in environmental stewardship. The 
City hopes that the new electric vehicle  
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charging stations will help reduce air 
pollution in the City and attract electric 
vehicle owners to Monterey.

For more information, visit monte-
rey.org/parking, montereyrecycles.org or 
theoffsetproject.org.

Golfers Robbed at Pebble 
Beach, Robbers Captured at 

Asilomar
On 06/06/15, at about 1730 hours, two 

Hispanic males, Aurelio Bautista, age 18, 
and a juvenile male (age 15) accosted four 
golfers at The Links at Spanish Bay, and 
demanded money from them.

The victims were all from out of town: 
two from Rocklin and two from Los Altos 
Hills. One of the victims fought with the 
suspects and received a minor cut to his 
ear. A Bushnell Tour 2 golf range finder 
valued at $350 was taken from another 
victim. One of the victims reported seeing 
a knife in the waistband area of one of the 
suspects, but a knife was never recovered.

The suspects fled the scene on foot, 
and were apprehended at Asilomar Beach 
in Pacific Grove with the assistance of 
the Pacific Grove Police Department. The 
stolen golf range finder was recovered in 
the suspects’ vehicle, a black 1999 Honda 
Accord 4-door. Bautista was arrested and 
housed at the Monterey County Jail, and 
the juvenile male was arrested and housed 
in the Monterey County Juvenile Hall.

Trip Advisor Ranks Pacific 
Grove #2 in Scenic Vacation  

Destinations
The Trip Advisor Vacation Rentals 

Blog just released the results of its survey 
“12 Scenic Vacation Destinations You 
Never Knew Were So Beautiful.” Pacific 
Grove, with a score of 4.84 out of 5, was 
ranked second and, as the author said, has 
consistently ranked among the tp searches 
for destinations and vacation homes.

But we knew that. http://goo.gl/
nzZntx

6/26/15-7/3/15
A “Good Morning, Pacific Grove” 

meeting, sponsored by PG&E at the behest 
of the Chamber of Commerce was held 
Wed., June 24 in the former Kelly-Moore 
site in the basement of the Holman Build-
ing. Gash, along with partners Craig Bell 
and Matt Tanzi, have hung large render-
ings and plans for the Holman project on 
the walls of the space. They invite the 

public to go look and to offer comments. 
Current plans call for parking under 

the building along with retail space or 
a restau- rant where the paint store was 
once located. 

•
The Insurance Services Office (ISO), 

which ranks fire protection services of 
American communities for insurance 
companies, has raised the ratings for areas 
served by the Monterey Fire Department. 
Improved ratings may lead to lower insur-
ance rates for customers in a community 
because of reduced risks. 

•
Monterey Marina is experiencing 

huge numbers of mackerel and sardines 
in the harbor and officials are concerned 
about the potential of a fish die-off as 

occurred in 1996. That year, so many fish 
came into the harbor and stayed that they 
literally suffocated as all the oxygen in 
the water was used up. The smell of an 
estimated 1000 tons of dead, oily fish was 
disgusting and could be smelled for miles. 
Seabirds were affected as well. Officials 
have set out 15 aerators under the water to 
stir it up and create bubbles. The hope is 
that enough air will be added to the water 
that the fish will not run out of oxygen. 

•
Meet the Monterey County High 

School All-Star Band featuring five PGHS 
stu- dents...George Haugen, Tyler Beron, 
Jeremiah Greenberg, David Twohig and 
Felix Diaz. This group will be performing 
on July 4 at the Kennedy Center in DC. It 
will be streamed live at kennedy-center.
org. 6 pm Eastern, 3 pm Pacific. 

Keith Israel Retires, Paul 
Sciuto Takes Reins at 

MRWPCA 
Monterey Regional Water Pollution 

Control Agency (MRWPCA) Board of 
Directors announced the retirement of 
General Manager Keith Israel and has 
named Paul A. Sciuto as the new General 
Manager. 

Israel, who has served as the Agency’s 
General Manager for the past 27 years, will 
be retiring on June 19. MRWPCA’s Board 
Chair, Gloria De La Rosa, presented Israel 
with a Resolution of Appreciation at the 
June 8, 2015 Board of Directors meeting. 
The resolution highlighted many of the 
Agency’s accomplishments during Israel’s 
tenure. De La Rosa also stated, “Keith is 
a very dedicated employee and his contri- 
butions to the advancement of the Agency 
are very much appreciated. We want to 
thank him for his service and wish Keith 
and his family the best as he enters this 
new chapter in his life.” 

•
Recently the Heritage Society of 

Pacific Grove had the help of a CSUMB 
intern to compile a list of all the houses 

in PG that have been awarded a plaque 
designating the historic importance of the 
house. It came to our attention that about 
100 houses do not have their plaque on 
display. Where did they go? Could they 
be in the kitchen drawer? Are they sitting 
on the mantle? 

We would like to encourage all 
Historical importance plaque owners to 
proudly display them so townspeo ple and 
visitors alike can fully appreciate all the 
homes that have been recognized. 

•
California vehicle thefts decreased 

in 2014 by almost 7 percent from 2013. 
This marks the second year in a row that 
vehicle thefts have declined, the California 
High- way Patrol (CHP) reports. 

In 2012, 174,457 vehicles were stolen 
in California, which was an 11.26 percent 
increase from 2011. Vehicle thefts de-
creased by 2 percent in 2013, to 171,036. 
Thefts continued to decrease in 2014, 
dropping to 159,271, a decrease of 6.9 
percent from 2013. 

•
Photos of a “cute” Pokemon-like 

octopus have gone viral on the Internet 
and in social media recently, but it’s been 
known for decades. 

Monterey Bay Research Institute is 
in the process of classifying and naming 
a new species of octopus, affectionately 
called “adorabilis,” that is similar to 
Opisthoteuthis californiana, the flapjack 
octopus. 

“Adorabilis” is a tiny deep-sea dwell-
ing octopus with big eyes. It has a web that 
connects each of its arms, which it uses as 
more of a parachute to move. 

Image: OpisthoteuthisD577-2cc.jpg 
Credit: (c) 2013 MBARI This flapjack 
octopus in the genus Opisthoteuthis was 
photographed by a submersible 330 meters 
(about 1,080 feet) below the surface in 
Monterey Bay. Flapjack octopus can swim 
by moving their fins, pulsing their webbed 
arms, pushing water through their funnel 
for jet propulsion, or all three at once. They 
often swim up off the bottom and hover 
a bit just above the seafloor, looking for 
small crustaceans, worms, and other food. 
MBARI researchers are working with 
aquarists at the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
to learn more about flapjack octopuses. 

•
There will be some old faces in new 

places this fall when schools open. Buck 
Roggeman goes from PGMS Principal, 
(replaces retiree Craig Beller) to Forest 
Grove Elementary Principal; Sean Roach, 
from PGMS Assistant Principal, to PGMS 
Principal, (replaces Buck Roggeman’s 
change of assignment); Jason Tavani be-
comes PGMS Assistant Principal. 

Joey D’Amico, from PGHS 1.0 FTE 
Math Teacher to PGHS 0.80 FTE Math 
Teacher and 0.40 FTE District Math Cur-
riculum Coach (replaces Nan Lemmon 
who resigned); DoraLisa Rosenbaum, 
PGHS Assistant Swim Coach, (replaces 
Katie Self- ridge who resigned). 

RETIREMENT: Lillian Griffiths, 
PGHS, Social Science/Drama Teacher, 
retires after 35 years of successful em-
ployment with the Pacific Grove Unified 
School District. RESIGNATIONS: Eliza-
beth Olney, PGAS, Program Coordinator/
Teacher (Parent’s Place Dept.), resigns 
effective March 27, 2015 after 10 years of 
successful employ- ment with the Pacific 
Grove Unified School District; Bernadette 
Villarreal, PGHS, JV Volleyball, resigns 
effective February 12, 2015. 

•
We published, as we always do, the 

Honor Roll for Pacific Grove High School 
and other local schools.

•
On Monday, June 1, 30 students who 

are heading into the first and second grades 
from Robert Down and Forest Grove El-
ementary Schools in Pacific Grove joined 
with four teaching credential candidates 
from CalState TEACH, headquartered at 
CSUMB, to be part of a unique summer 
tutorial endeavor at Forest Grove Summer 
School. 

The students were referred by their 
classroom teachers to potentially take part 
in the program, usually because they were 
falling behind in the classroom. 

•
New Event for Car Week: 
Exotics on Cannery Row 

Cannery Row and the founders of the 
world famous goldRush Rally proudly 

announce an all-new event for Monterey

August 7-13, 2015

Katy Castagna named to top seat  
at United Way Monterey County

The United Way Monterey County 
Board of Directors is proud to announce 
that Katy Castagna has been named Pres-
ident and CEO. Castagna has been with 
UWMC for more than 10 years and pre-
viously served as Chief Operating Officer, 
overseeing operations and fundraising.

They Came In Droves
Pun intended.They were lined up all 
the way down to the theater on Light-
house; classic cars and their owners, 
drivers, and fans filled downtown Pa-
cific Grove on a perfect day for a car 
show. It was all about the annual Con-
cours Auto Rally. Photo by Tony Prock

•
Former Mayor Byrne Running for

Re-Election to Water Board
Nearly four years ago, former Pacific 

Grove Mayor Jeanne Byrne decided to 
take on the complexities and mysteries of 
creating new water supply on the Mon-
terey Peninsula. In a vigorous campaign, 
she won a seat on the Monterey Peninsula 
Water Management District Board (MPW-
MD) and as a board member has been a 
catalyst for the change that has happened 
in the last four years.

Into the Sea of Cortez 
Aboard the Western Flyer

Local historian and Monterey native 
Bob Enea will join the Heritage Society 
of Pacific Grove on Sunday, September 
13 at 2:00 p.m. in Chautauqua Hall to tell 
the story of the Western Flyer – the fishing 
boat that in 1940 took John Steinbeck and 
Ed “Doc” Ricketts on a scientific adven-
ture to Baja California’s Sea of Cortez. 
Enea will share his family’s stories about 
how Tony Berry (who married Enea’s 
Aunt Tootsie) came to Monterey as captain 
of the Western Flyer, joined the sardine 
fishing fleet, met Ricketts and Steinbeck, 
and captained the boat that made the fa-
mous journey with Steinbeck and Ricketts 
aboard to the Sea of Cortez, along with a 
small crew that also included his uncle 
Horace “Sparky” Enea. Steinbeck and 
(E.F.) Ricketts chronicled their adventure 
in a book titled; Sea of Cortez: A Leisurely 
Journal of Travel and Research, published 
in 1941.

August, 14-21, 2015 
Staff, Students at Monterey High 

threatened. Arrest made.
On August 11, 2015, in the evening 

hours, The Monterey Police Department 
(MPD) was made aware of threats made 
toward the staff and student body at Mon-
terey High School. Some of the threats 
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included discussion of an explosion at 
the school.

PG Showcased by BBC
“Big Blue Live” Brings Majestic Marine 

Life of the California Coast to U.S. 
Viewers

BBC and PBS released details today 
about the first-of-its-kind multimedia 
coproduction between BBC and PBS, 
BIG BLUE LIVE, which will air live on 
PBS over

three nights, Aug. 31-Sept. 2, 2015, at 
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET, with a second live feed 
to the West Coast at 8:00-9:00 p.m. PT. 
BBC airs its own live broadcast in the UK, 
streaming online and through social media 
for UK viewers. Scientists, filmmakers, 
photographers and other experts will come 
together for two weeks in late August to 
film some of the world’s most charismatic 
marine creatures — humpback whales, sea 
lions, dolphins, elephant seals, sea otters, 
great white sharks, shearwaters, brown 
pelicans, blue whales and more — gather-
ing at this time of year in Monterey Bay to 
feed on the abundance of food in these wa-
ters. Monterey Bay’s unique underwater 
geography, with a deep ocean canyon close 
to shore, brings species by the thousands 
into the once endangered, now thriving, 
ecosystem of the Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary in California

Monterey County Free Libraries 
Launch StoryCorps @ Your Library

Do you have a great story to tell?
Would you like to record it and save it 

for posterity? Maybe you hope to be a star 
on the radio? Join your Monterey County 
neighbors who have already made a short 
oral history recording for the County 
library, and possibly for the entire world.

Monterey County Free Libraries 
(MCFL) is honored to be a recipient of 
theStoryCorps @ Your Library grant, 
which is designed to help public libraries 
across the country record, preserve, and

August 21-27, 2015
Back to School: Enrollment is up by 

48 Students in PGUSD
After several years during which en-

rollment in Pacific Grove Unified School 
District schools declined – at one point 
dipping down to 1,675 students in 2007-
08 – district enrollment increased by 33 
students in 2008-09 and 53 students in 
2010-11. Enrollment increased by 113 stu-
dents in 2011-12 and another 130 students 
in 2012-13. But it went down again by 13 
students in 2013-14 and again in 2014-15 
by 36 students.

One week after the opening of school, 
August 13, Rick Miller, Assistant Super-
intendent for Business Services, reports 
that total district enrollment is 2,067, an 
increase of 48 students from last year at 
this same time.
Auto Thief Sentenced to Seven Years: 

Victims Included PG
Jennifer Lorentz, age 22, a resident 

of Marina, pled guilty to seven counts of 
vehicle theft.

On June 18 and June 22, 2014, Lo-
rentz who was accompanied on several 
occasions by her boyfriend, went on a 

crime spree throughout Monterey County 
stealing vehicles and the contents in the 
vehicles. Lorentz was able to evade police 
on multiple occasions, sometimes wreck-
ing cars and stealing others while trying 
to avoid capture.

On day one of the spree, Lorentz 
drove a stolen 2013 Chevy Traverse to 
Pajaro where she then attempted to steal 
a Nissan Sentra but got stuck in the mud. 
The defendant then stole a nearby Honda 
Accord.

Lorentz continued stealing cars in 
Pacific Grove with one vehicle after an-
other being abandoning along the way. The 
defendant was located on the side of a road 
in Pajaro sitting in a car when a Monterey 
County Sheriff’s Deputy stopped to assist 
her. The Deputy determined the vehicle 
Lorentz was in was also stolen and she 
was arrested.

•
Craig Vetter Hospitalized 

after Accident
Craig Vetter, world-renowned de-

signer of motorcycle fairings and more, 
accidentally hit a deer Aug. 12 and is in 
serious condition a Natividad Hospital in 
Salinas.

According to his wife, Carole, he is 
still unconscious though not in a coma. 
He has suffered head trauma, a broken 
clavicle, and broken ribs on the left side. 
Carole Vetter says signs are improving 
and she and the doctors are hopeful. They 
ask for prayers and cards but no visitors.

August,. 28-September. 3 
American Tin Cannery to Become

Luxury 160-Room Hotel
Domaine Hospitality Partners, LLC, 

and representatives from the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium, Foursome Development 
Co., and the City of Pacific Grove joined 
to announce the launch of Project Bella 
at a press conference Wednesday at the 
American Tin Cannery. To many, it is 
some of the most exciting news to come 
along in years.

Now in planning with world-re-
nowned architect Mark Hornberger of 
Hornberger + Worstell, Project Bella aims 
to be a leading luxury hotel in the U.S., and 
sited where an ill-fated sardine cannery 
once was converted into an outlet center 
for brand-name shopping.

Somehow, despite housing brand 
names such as Izod-LaCoste, Nike, Van 
Heusen, Bass and more, the American Tin 
Cannery never took off.

•
Escrow to Close Today on Holman 

Bldg Condo Project
Escrow will close Friday, August 28, 

2015 (today) on the sale of the Holman 
parcel by former owner Nader Agha to 
Monterey Capital Corp., a firm which 
includes Craig Bell (owner of First Awak-
enings restaurant), Matt Tanzi and Dave 
Gash. The three are lifelong friends who 
grew up in Pacific Grove.

The lot where the Holman Build-
ing sits and continuing down to Central 
Avenue, where Grand Central Station is 
located has been divided. The allows the 
developers to first obtain an assessor’s 
parcel number for the new lot, then work 
with the City planning department to 

approve plans.
Pacific Grove’s planning and eco-

nomic development chief Mark Brodeur 
has been hard at work refining a condo-
minium ordinance for the new parcel. 
The ordinance has already gone through 
the Planning Department and will come 
before the City Council either at the second 
meeting in September or the first meeting 
in October, 2015.

“The condo ordinance will go to the 
City Council,” he said.

•
PG Museum Science Saturday: 

Sea Otters
The Pacific Grove Museum of Natural 

History, 165 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 
will celebrate Sea Otter Awareness Week 
beginning Saturday, September 26, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. with a Science Saturday

dedicated to Monterey Bay’s cutest 
mammals. Celebrate Sea Otter Awareness 
Week at the Museum on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with Science 
Saturday: Sea Otters!

Find out if you’d rather have otter fur 
or blubber, see what it’s like to eat like a 
sea otter, examine real otter fur, make a 
craft to take home, and more!

Discover just how important otters 
are to Monterey Bay when you dive into 
their amazing world during this free family 
event.

•
Local Father’s Close Call  
with Bangkok Bombing

August 17 was an evening like any 
other in the constantly crowded hub of 
Bangkok’s business center, that is until 
the booming blast of a bomb ended the 
calm and brought chaos. The explosion 
was powerful, moving the ground like an 
earthquake, sending burnt scooters and 
bodies flying through the streets, leaving a 
crater in the asphalt and hundreds in agony.

A cloud of smog coming from the 
famous

Erawan Shrine where the bomb was 
centered carried smoke into a nearby 
staircase where less than an hour ago, 
Corey Peet of Pacific Grove, in Thailand 
on business, was walking, headed for 
some dinner.

A few hours after the attack, Corey 

walked back through that same staircase 
on his way to his hotel room. He realized, 
like many of those in Bangkok in those 

tragic moments, that something big was 
lost, from the instant that homemade ex-
plosive set off and destroyed the center of 
a vibrant city.

The change had already happened: 
It was in the air. When Corey got back 
to his room he said it was dead silent, 
uncharacteristically quiet for an area that 
boasts major tourists attractions such as the 
Erawan Hindu shrine and some of the most 
famous shopping centers in the world.

All he could hear was the commotion 
of a few authorities, looking for clues in 
the wreckage.

•
Historical Society Adds ‘Little Free 
Libraries’ to the Annual Birdhouse 

Building Event set for October 4

Pacific Grove has always been blessed 
with an abundance of talented designers 
and builders. For many of you, the high 
point of the year was the annual birdhouse 
contest sponsored by the Heritage Society 
of Pacific Grove in conjunction with Chau-
tauqua Days the first weekend in October.

Two years ago, the Society decided 
to award the distinguished judges of the 
event a sabbatical to hone their judging 
skills. Now, by popular demand, this event 
will return as usual to Chautauqua Days 
and will be held on Sunday, October 4 at 
Elmarie Dyke Park next to Chautauqua 
Hall on the corner of Central and 16th St.

Have you noticed the number of 
beautiful “Little Free Libraries” popping 
up all across town? Well, also by popular 
demand, this category has also been added 
to the contest. Now you are not limited 
to bird houses, but you can expand your 
horizons to the world of little libraries.

•

September 4-10, 2015 
Road Work in Town Nearing 

Completion
Just in time for what is hoped will be 

a rainy season, Pacific Grove Public Works 
has nearly completed a series of road work 
projects all over the city.

Downtown, says Public Works Direc-
tor Daniel Gho, should be done by the end 
of September, leaving only slurry sealing 
and some road marking to be done.

They’ve been doing asphalt repair 
with the “cold patch” method, and will 
follow up with “hot patch” when the work 
has cured.

•
Another effort at regulating down-

town parkingpasses City Council, but 
don’t relax just yet.

The Pacific Grove City Council 
passed the first reading of a new parking 
ordinance for downtown. It was called 
“permanent,” but as Mayor Bill Kampe 
noted, it’s permanent until it changes – like 
every other effort at regulating parking 
downtown has been.

Two-hour parking limits (except Sun-
days and holidays) on Lighthouse Ave. and 
Forest Ave. but three-hour parking limits 
will apply on Lighthouse Ave. in front of 
the theater. Parking signage on Lighthouse 
Ave. will include the statement: “For Cus-
tomers Only.”
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Cemetery will see Regular Sweeps of 

Prohibited Items, 
Posting of Regulations

In an effort to tidy up the appearance 
of the El Carmelo Cemetery, Darlene 
Billstrom, Administrator of the City-
owned cemetery, has recommended 
regular removal of prohibited items at 
the cemetery and that additional infor-
mation be made available to visitors 
and owners regarding prohibited items 
as well as scheduled “sweeps” (clearing 
of the cemetery).

Per the staff report: Section 
14.16.160 of the City of Pacific Grove 
Municipal Code states, “The placement 
on any burial site of objects other than 
real or artificial flowers of a reasonable 
size or flags exceeding eight inches 
in length and 12 inches in height are 
prohibited, and, if so placed, the city 
may remove and dispose of them at its 
discretion.” Until now, the City has not 
routinely removed such objects.

Cost is estimated at $50 per sweep.
•

Tourist Falls to her Death at Big Sur
Medina Faraz, 20, of Union City was 

hiking in the area of McWay Falls, near 
Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park at Mile 
Marker 36 on Highway 1 in Big Sur. She 
climbed down and around a sea-side cliff 
without the proper equipment or clothing. 
The victim shortly thereafter began to slide 
down the cliff in an uncontrolled descent. 
She fell into the ocean. The preliminary 
cause of death appears to be drowning. 
Monterey County Search and Rescue, in 
a joint effort with California State Parks, 
recovered the body.

•
Big Blue Live in Pacific Grove 
About a hundred of your closest 

friends and neighbors gathered at Pt. Pinos 
Grill to celebrate the debut on American 
television of “Big Blue Live,” the PBS/
BBC production which has been in town 
for months, filming an amazing, three-part 
show about our prolific Monterey Bay. The 
gathering was the idea of the Economic 
Development Commission of the City of 
Pacific Grove.

Sitting “family style” with folks we 
might never have met, we heard introduc-
tions by Hank Armstrong of the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium, Mayor Bill Kampe, and 
Steve Webster, one of the founders of 
the Aquarium and a graduate of Hopkins 
Marine.

Then on with the show. Whales, 
dolphins, sea lions, otters, and more per-
formed for the camera and brought us close 
to our wonderful bay...and spotlighted all 
the wonders we have to offer the viewers 
of the world.

•
Update on the Travels  
of Dennis the Menace

The mystery of what happened to the 
bronze statue of Dennis the Menace stolen 
from a Monterey, California playground 
remains unsolved. An analysis by staff at 
the foundry that cast the Dennis the Men-
ace statue for the Dennis the Menace Play-
ground in Monterey has determined that 
the statue recently recovered in Orlando, 
Florida is not the City’s missing Dennis. 
The determination was made based on 
welds inside the statue that were specific 
to the original.

In the words of Hank Ketcham who 
created Dennis the Menace: “Mischief 
just seems to follow wherever Dennis ap-
pears…” Ketcham worked out of a studio 
in Monterey and lived in nearby Pebble 
Beach. He commissioned artist and Acad-
emy Award winning animator Wah Ming 
Chang to sculpt a life-size statue of Dennis 
the Menace to be displayed in a Monterey 
playground designed by Ketcham and 

sculptor Arch Garner.
The Dennis the Menace Playground 

opened in 1956. The statue was installed 
in 1988 and brought smiles to the faces of 
tens of thousands of children from around 
the world until its disappearance on the 
night of October 25, 2006.

•
John Denver to be Honored at “Blue 

Water Weekend” October 16-18
Fans of the late singer/songwriter 

John Denver can enjoy a thrilling concert 
recreating his stage performance, and hon-
or his passion for environmental causes, 
during “Blue Water Weekend,” October 
16-18, 2015 in Pacific Grove and other 
Monterey Bay locations.

The three-day festival is proudly 
presented by the Foundation for the Per-
forming Arts Center - Pacific Grove.

Lin Blaskovich reports on evidence of 
climate change, right here in Pacific 
Grove, where a pair of flamingoes 
(Pink Phoenicopterus plasticus) were 
sighted at Crespi Pond. They likely 
escaped someone’s front yard during 
a Labor Day barbecue.

•
Wharf Theater performance 

remembers Angelo
The Bruce Ariss Wharf Theater has 

been a bright light in the Monterey theater 
community since 1977, when Angelo 
DiGirolamo opened it on Fisherman’s 
Wharf after he and close friend Bruce 
Ariss, a local artist, built it by hand using 
salvaged materials.

In 38 years Angelo served as a mentor 
and friend to many performers young and 
old. People attended the theater for the per-
formances, but they also came to visit with 
Angelo, who always waited at the exit door 
to greet anyone who wanted to speak with 
him. As Carmen Scholis wrote on Angelo’s 
“memory wall” at the Mission Mortuary 
website, “He had a wonderful gift of being 
the friend you wanted to have.”

Sadly, Angelo died last year just 
before his 93rd birthday. He was a local 
treasure and people miss him.

More than 25 veterans of past shows 
are now gathering in tribute with a 
presentation called “Seasons of Love, 
Remembering Angelo.” There will be 

two performances: Friday and Saturday, 
October 23 and 24 at 8 p.m. On October 
21 Angelo would have been 94 years old.

Kellen Gibbs’s Graduation Film 
Gains Three Screenings at the Carmel 

International Film Festival
Local Man Started Making Films 
While Still at Pacific Grove High 

School
Local filmmaker Kellen Gibbs is 

returning to the Monterey Bay and what 
he’s bringing with him will stop you cold.

Since departing Pacific Grove in 
2013, Gibbs has spent two years at the 
New York Film Academy (NYFA) in 
Burbank honing his skills and building 
relationships in the same town occupiedby 
Warner Brothers Studios, one of the big-
gest film studios in the industry. It makes 
sense then, that Kellen has upped the ante 
on his work since enrolling in film school. 
While Gibbs’ filmography has been 
bereft of the feature length productions 
he grabbed headlines for in the past, his 
ambitions have only increased as have the 
production scale and resources, despite a 
reduction in the length of his films.

September 11-17, 2015
•

We’ve reached a milestone here at Ce-
dar Street Times -- seven years of publish-
ing Pacific Grove’s source for news about

Pacific Grove and aimed at our res-
idents and visitors. We’ve put out 364 
issues plus seven special sections in that 
time. There have been dozens of photo 
essays of parades, plays, high school sports 
and more. We’ve mentored a number of 
interns and are proud to say that some of 
them are still in the newspaper business! 
We’ve seen three mayors, three city man-
agers, and two (going on three and four) 
police chiefs. We’ve outlived two printers.

Since our adjudication in 2010 (which 
means we had to prove to a judge that we 
could do it), we’ve weathered bad eco-
nomic times, attacks on our own economic 
well-being, and more. And we’re still here 
and doing better than ever.

We hope that you check our website 
(www.cedarstreettimes.com) from time 
to time and that you “like” us on Face-
book (https://www.facebook.com/cedar-
streettimes )and follow us on Twitter (@
CedarStTimes) so that you can be the first 
to know what’s happening here and don’t 
have to wait until the 6 o’clock news.

Next week, Monday through Thurs-
day Sept. 14-17 we’ll have cookies out on 
the table where the crows can’t get them. 
Come by and introduce yourselves. You 
can meet Joan Skillman, our cartoonist, 
on page 10.

•
Vicki Myers Will No Longer 
be the Chief of Two Cities

Embattled police chief Vicki Meyers 
was named Seaside’s police chief in 2010, 
and became Pacific Grove’s chief two 
years later under a cost-saving contract 
between the two cities.

Under fire from the unions of both 
cities’ police departments, the arrangement 

is about to come to an end. But despite 
reports to the contrary, Pacific Grove City 
Manager Tom Frutchey did not give 90-
day notice to Police Chief Vicki Myers 
to “terminate Pacific Grove’s contract 
with her.”

The impetus came from Myers 
herself.

•
Missing Man Found Dead

The body of Chad Hillhouse, 39, was 
found in the Hollister Hills by a group of 
people hiking in the area last weekend.
He had been assumed voluntarily missing 
and was last seen in Sand City on Aug. 
13, 2015, prompting a month-long search 
for the Navy veteran who had a history of 
depression. If you have any information 
about Hillhouse, please contact Pacific 
Grove Police Department at 83-648-3143

•

Moss Landing Animal 
Abuse Case

Monterey County District Attorney 
Dean D. Flippo announced that Dena Ris-
sel, age 56, a resident of Moss Landing, 
pled no contest to two felony counts of 
animal abuse.

On July 27, 2015, officers of the 
Monterey County SPCA Humane Inves-
tigations Division went to Rissel’s Moss 
Landing home after receiving a tip that 
there were dead animals located on her 
property. An examination of the grounds 
led to the discovery of numerous ema-
ciated animals that were not receiving 
an adequate supply of food and water. 
SPCA officers also discovered a dead cat 
that had been locked in a crate with food, 
but with no water. In total, 99 animals, 
including cats, calves, dogs, goats, pigs, 
and chickens, were seized from Rissel’s 
property. On July 30, 2015, Rissel vol-
untarily signed over her seized animals 
to the Monterey County SPCA.

•
SPCA to Receive $50k Donation at 
SCRAMP, Laguna Seca Raceway

On September 11, Mazda Founda-
tion will present the local, independent 
SPCA for Monterey County with a 
generous $50,000 donation to support 
the SPCA’s Take the Lead Program and 
to help injured, orphaned, or neglected 
animals in need.

With the SPCA for Monterey County 
and Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca locat-
ed just across Highway 68 from each oth-
er, Mazda and its employees have been 
longtime supporters of the SPCA. Since 
2007, Mazda Motorsports and SCRAMP 
have worked hand-in-paw with the SPCA 
to promote shelter adoptions at select race 
weekends. Promotions have ranged from 
having MUTTS Comics stars Mooch and 
Earl at the track, naming animals after 
Mazda racers, special guest drivers like 
Indy 500 winner Danny Sullivan, and 
a Bunnies helping Bunnies promotion 
with Playboy.

Robert Davis, President of the 
Mazda Foundation (USA), Inc. noted 
that, “Mazda and the Mazda Foundation 
have a long tradition of community in-
volvement, on many levels. Our dealers 
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are active with the Mazda Drive for Good 
from coast-to-coast.

Our racers, supported by the SCRAMP 
team at Mazda Raceway, have been strong 
supporters of the SPCA for Monterey 
County since 2007. I’ve lost track of how 
many Mazda racers have adopted animals 
on a race weekend, but I have two of my 
own. The continued support of the Maz-
da Foundation with SPCA for Monterey 
County completes the circle between our 
two families.”

•

Otter (Tom Stevens) wrote about the 
reinstatement of Pluto to the pantheon of 
planets in our solar system. 

Skeletal Remains Found, Identified
On Wednesday, September 2, 2015, at 

approximately 3:20 p.m., Monterey Police
Officers responded to a report of 

possible skeletal remains located in the 
yard of a residence in the 1100 block of 
Third Street in Monterey. A landscaping 
employee from Pacific Grove found the 
buried skull while excavating tree stumps 
on the property.

The remains have been identified by 
the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office, 
Coroners Division, as Sandra McGee 
who was previously reported as a missing 
person from Seaside in December, 1982.

Monterey Police have been working 
on the case with the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Office, Coroner’s Division; 
the Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office, 
Coroner’s Division; the Monterey County 
District Attorney’s Office, the Seaside Po-
lice Department; and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation.

The investigation is continuing and 
anyone with information is asked to 
call the MPD Investigations Division at 
646-3814, or the confidential tip line at 
646-3840.

•
Introducing you to our cartoonist, 

Joan Skillman
Joan began her art career at 3 years 

old when she was handed a color crayon 
and the rest is history.

She worked on her artistic talent all 
throughout her school years up to now. 
Joan retired from her graphic arts job at 

Litton Corp. in the Bay Area. She moved 

to Monterey and entered her paintings in 
the Monterey County Fair which she won 
first place in acrylic and watercolor. Art 
is her passion and she has never stopped 
working on it. Her paintings took her to 
sell her artwork at street fairs, art galleries, 
and commissioned works of art. Joan has 
done many personalized cartoons cards 
for birthdays, retirements, and numerous 
events. These cartooned cards ranged in 
size from 5 x 7 inches to 8 x 10 feet. There 
is not an art project too big that Joan can’t 
handle! She loves being challenged in her 
artistic endeavors.

•

September 18-24, 2015
New School Test Scores Provide a 
Baseline

Parents and guardians of students 
in Pacific Grove schools are used to test 
scores. They’re also used to seeing Pacific 
Grove students excel, especially as com-
pared with other schools in the state and 
in the Monterey area.

This year, though they outscored other 
schools in the state and Monterey area, 
students’ scores were probably not what 
the parents and guardians were expecting.

District officials, however, knew 
scores would be lower than usual and are 
not disappointed. They are working on 
next year.

It was the first set of tests after the 
beginning of Common Core curriculum 
and the first for the California Assessment 
of Student Performance and Progress 
(CAASPP).

•
Weekly Carmel Farmer’s Market’s 
New Operator is Peter Cipponeri 

Farms of Turlock
Carmel-by-the-Sea’s weekly farmers 

market has a new operator in Peter Cippon-
eri Farms, LLC, effective September 10.

The market will continue to operate 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 6th Avenue be-
tween Junipero and Mission streets. The 
market is operated year-round, regardless 
of the weather. Featured will be many of 
the same vendors that customers have 
come to expect. Additional vendors will 
be added in the upcoming months.

•
Five York School Students Named 

National Merit Semifinalists
Officials of the National Merit Schol-

arship Corporation have announced the 
names of the Semifinalists in the 61st an-
nual National Merit Scholarship Program.

Among this group are five York 
School seniors – 10 percent of the Class 
of 2016.

The Semifinalists from York are: 
Daniel Awerbuck (Monterey), Phillip de 
Lorimier (Salinas), Emma Finch (Car-
mel), Jackson Scott (Aptos), and Kevin 
Zamzow-Pollock (Pacific Grove).

•
September 25-October 1, 2015

•
Suit Alleges Mishandling of DNA Evi-

dence in 1995 Case
PGPD Chief, Commander named in 

the Case of Body Washed Ashore
After her son, a Deadhead, vanished 

following the Grateful Dead, Fatima 
Nuray spent 20 years looking for him, un-
aware that the Monterey County Coroner’s 
Office had collected the teen’s remains in 
May of 1995.

Had Monterey County authorities sent 
a sample of the boy’s DNA to state labs for 
testing, Nuray says, she would have been 
spared 20 years of agony.

Nuray sued the county Tuesday in 
Superior Court, along with its Sheriff’s 
Office, Coroner’s Office, the Pacific Grove 
Police two of its top officers. [Police Chief 
Vicki Myers and Cdr. Rory Lakind]. She 
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claims they all failed to make reasonable 
efforts to identify the body of her son, 
Cengiz Nuray, 17, of Santa Barbara.

She also accused them of deceit, mis-
representation and conspiracy.

•
Disaster: What about your pets?
Recommendations from SPCA of

Monterey County
The following recommendations are 

based on the SPCA for Monterey Coun-
ty’s experiences assisting animal owners 
during and after fires, floods, hurricanes, 
and earthquakes. Pet owners should take 
a few simple measures to prepare for 
disasters.

If you are given an order to evacuate, 
take your pets and livestock with you. Any 
situation that is dangerous for you is also 
dangerous for your animals.

The SPCA will always be there for 
you.

If you need to leave your pets behind 
for any reason, contact the SPCA imme-
diately. We provide emergency rescue 
whenever possible.

•
PG Woman Hosts Charity Kid’s Fun 

Day To Benefit Boston Children’s 
Hospital

Johanna Kroenlein (Ducker), of Pa-
cific Grove, is hosting a Kid’s Fun Day to

benefit Boston Children’s Hospital 
Miles for Miracles in support of 6-year-old 
Elliot Cleckler, of Long Beach, CA.

•
Suspicious Person Causes 
Lockdown at York School

Students from the York School re-
ported a man with a rifle on a neighboring 
roof top. Deputies placed the school on 
lock down. Units from the Salinas and 
Monterey patrol areas of the Sheriff’s 
Department, a Sheriff’s K9, a Sheriff’s 
Bailiff from the Monterey Courthouse, the 
Sheriff’s Air Unit, as well as several units 
from the Monterey Police Department 
responded to the scene.

Deputies cleared the parking lots and 
the offices inside the Pro Act. Deputies 
were able to determine the building owner 
at 24560 Silver Cloud Court was on top 
of the roof with a pellet gun eradicating 
pigeons and he left the area before they 
arrived. He was compliant with Deputies 
and admitted to using the pellet gun.

•
Dennis the Menace is back...but is it 

‘our’ Dennis?
Dennis the Menace is back...but is it 

our Dennis or a Dennis who didn’t like the 
weather in Florida?

The 250-pound statue was stolen from 
El Estero Park in 2006 after having hung 
out there since 1988. He turned up in a 
scrap metal yard last week.

But the identical statue (there appar-
ently were four) had been stolen from 
the Arnold Palmer Children’s Hospital in 
Orlando, FL.

•
Jessica Matthews of Pacific Grove 

was one of more than 300 new students 
who enrolled in Cornell College for the 
Fall 2015 semester.

October 2-9, 2015
Mary Adams Jumps Into District 5 

Supervisor’s Race 2016
After months of speculation about her 

plans following her retirement from the 
position of United Way CEO, Mary Ad-
ams has made clear what she was quoted 
as saying at the time: “I feel like what I 
do next will require me jumping right in.”

Yesterday, Sept. 30, she jumped right 

into the race to unseat 19-year County 
Supervisor Dave Potter by declaring a 
campaign based on change, truth and 
honesty, and transparency.

“Transparency? That’s my middle 
name!” she said in an interview Oct. 1.

•
What Remains

Bill Farrington, former Carmel Valley 
resident, took this shot of the remains of 
the Tassajara Fire.

The Fire began 19, 2015 and burned 
1086 acres — 12 residences and eight 
outbuildings.

There was one death, and a joint 
investigation between Cal Fire and the 
Monterey County Sheriff’s office has 
determined that the fire was caused as a 
result of that individual, Steve McAlpine, 
committing suicide. He and his wife had 
owned a business in Carmel Valley from 
which they had retired. The reason for his 
suicide remains under investigation.

The fire was declared 100 percent 
contained on Sept. 27, 2015 at the CalFire 
6:15 p.m. update briefing.

•
Vandalism at Carmel Mission 

Correlation to Canonization of Fr. 
Junipero Serra Indicated

Sometime between the night of 
Saturday, September 26, 2015, and the 
morning of Sunday, September 27, 2015, 
an unknown number of individuals van-
dalized numerous statues, gravesites, 
doorways and a fountain at the San Carlos 
Borromeo de Carmelo Mission (Carmel 
Mission, 3080 Rio Road, Carmel). A vol-
unteer discovered the damage on Sunday 
morning at approximately 0630 hours and 
the Carmel-by-the-Sea Police Department 
was notified at approximately 0700 hours.

•
Flavors of Pacific Grove Comes 

Around Again
On Saturday, November 7, the Pa-

cific Grove Chamber of Commerce will 
showcase the talent of the town’s chefs at 
Flavors of Pacific Grove: A Celebration 
of the Great chefs of Pacific Grove, from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at The Inn at Span-
ish Bay. More than 10 chefs have signed 
up to serve hors d’oeuvres and tastings 
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to the guests. The flavor of some of their 
best dishes will be paired with wonderful 
wines. The tasting will include a full show 
by The Money Band.

•

October 9-15, 2015 
City will form task force to look at 

short term rentals
Short term rentals might become the 

new tree ordinance in Pacific Grove, as a 
series of meetings have not brought about 
a complete resolution of what some see as 
a serious issue. At the City Council meet-
ing Wed., Oct. 7 a full house made up of 
residents, renters, neighbors, owners and 
property managers testified. The Council 
agreed that a task force to examine the 
question of enforcement of existing laws 
was going to be needed.

City Manager Tom Frutchey called it 
“a long-term look at short-term rentals.” 
He will tackle the composition of the task 
force and seek to include each point of 
view.

The Annual Butterfly Parade was 
held...of course!

•
Mother Seeks to Block Parole for her 

Daughter’s Murderer in 1994 
Pacific Grove Case

On December 29, 1994, Robert 
James Nutt, 31, a carpenter, took a sledge 
hammer wrapped as a Christmas gift to 
a construction site on Jewell Avenue in 
Pacific Grove.

Nutt intended, apparently, to give it 
to a friend who was working at the site.

He was with Michelle Lang-Klotz, his 
then-girlfriend. Klotz, the mother of two 
young boys, was estranged from her hus-
band. She had met Nutt where she worked 
as a travel agent in Monterey.

Nutt was addicted to methamphet-
amine and Klotz urged him to seek 
treatment.

Whether that was the cause of his rage 
or, as some accounts had it, jealousy was 
the cause, he took the sledge hammer and 
hit Klotz with it four times on the back of 
the head and killed her. He fled in her car 
and left her body in the house. An eyewit-
ness called police. When police arrived, 
they reported that she was so badly beaten 
that she was unrecognizable.

In May, 1995 Nutt was sentenced to 
16 years to life for the murder, having pled 
guilty to second degree murder.

And now, some 20 years later, he is 
seeking parole.

On the Road to the Real 
America

The road trip is a uniquely American 
adventure. Beyond the summer vacation to 
Disneyland in a packed minivan, the road 
trip is rooted in our national fascination 
with exploration. To travel cross country is 
to venture into your homeland in a unique 
way and appreciate how special it can 
be. Throughout history, Americans have 
embarked on this challenging experience, 
from settlers in wooden caravan carts to a 
local student riding across America on a 
vintage Japanese motorcycle. Twenty-five 
year old Chris Piland had a much more 
epic summer than most Monterey Penin-
sula College students (or most people for 
that matter), he completed a road trip that’s 
one for the record books.

When I met Chris, we talked in the 
motorcycle area of the MPC staff parking 
lot. He was taking off his jacket and put-
ting it on his baby blue 1982 Honda Pass-
port C70; the once-salvaged motorcycle 
he recently drove on a cross country trip 
from Pacific Grove to Maine and back in 
just 70 days.

October 16-22, 2015
New Pro at Pacific Grove Golf Links 

has Great Plans
Kurt Vogel is here to do something 

different with Pacific Grove Golf Links. 
Working for Petaluma-based golf man-
agement company, CourseCo, Vogel as 
general manager of the Pacific Grove Golf 
Links wants to improve how things are 
done at the 83-year-old golf course.

Just over one year ago, citing revenue 
concerns, the City of Pacific Grove agreed 
to lease the municipal golf course to Cour-
seCo for 10 years minimum and brought in 
Vogel shortly thereafter. It was a first for 
both. Neither Vogel nor Pacific Grove had 
much experience with CourseCo prior to 
their respective arrangements.

October 23-29, 2015
PG&E Investigating Outage Cause

In the middle hours of the morning 
on Sunday, October 17, around 55,000 
residents across the Monterey Peninsula 
and beyond experienced a sudden loss of 
electrical power that for some lasted well 

into well into the evening on Sunday.
The outage was a surprise to many, as 

weather conditions across the Peninsula 
were calm, with few clouds in the sky, 
little wind and almost no precipitation 
recorded that day.

The outage affected most areas of the 
Peninsula including Pacific Grove, Carm-
el, Monterey, Seaside, Castroville, Carmel 
Valley, and surrounding areas.

According to a  PG&E spokeswoman, 
an electric transmission tower and high 
voltage power line physically came down 
that morning near PG&E’s electric yard in 
Moss Landing.

•
Hootenanny or Wing Ding, It’s All 

Fun in Pacific Grove
On Nov. 14. the Pacific Grove Hoote-

nanny will be singing the songs that con-
nected gospel and blues to the beginnings 
of rock music, and will also begin their 
19th year by playing some favorite folk 
and country tunes. The public Hootenanny 
will be held from 7-9:30 p.m. at the Pacific 
Grove Art Center, 568 Lighthouse Ave.

•
Plastic Pollution and How it Relates to 

the Fish on Your Plate
Since we live in a coastal town near 

the Monterey Bay Aquarium, being in-
formed of environmentally responsible 
seafood is perhaps second nature to many.

We may also be keenly aware of the 
monumental gyre of plastic trash that is 
breaking down into plankton-sized bits in 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean.

It is well documented that seabirds 
and other marine life have been negative-
ly impacted by this debris, being found 
starved to death with bellies full of indi-
gestible plastic. While this should make 
anyone feel a pang of guilt for our part in 
this tragedy, the truth about human nature 
is that we often delay action until some-
thing directly affects our own well being

•
City’s New Intern Will Write an 

Informative Column
Anne Kornmann is the new and un-

paid intern at City Hall. She hails from 
Tübingen, a small German city near Stutt-
gart. She is working on a bachelor’s degree 
in city-state-federal administration at Lud-
wigsburg University and will be finished 
in January 17. As such must complete an 
internship in a foreign country

•
October 30-November 5

Mountain Lion Sighted in Monterey
On October 26, 2015, at approx-

imately 2005 hours, Monterey Police 
Officersresponded to a mountain lion 
sighting at Walter Colton Middle School, 
100 Toda Vista Drive. The mountain lion 
was gone when officers arrived. According 
to witnesses, the mountain lion exhibited 
no signs of aggressive behavior. This oc-
curred after school hours and no students 
were present. Monterey Peninsula Unified 
School District and the California De-
partment of Fish and Game officials were 
notified of the sighting.

PGMS Students to Present Bat Re-
search at Symposium

Are there more bats in big forested 
areas or small? This is the question that 
a dedicated group of eighth graders at 
Pacific Grove Middle School have been 
studying for the past year. The students 
will present their findings at the North 
American Bat Research Symposium in 
Monterey. The middle school students 
will be the only group to present that was 
not made up of bat biology professionals.

First Friday Gala Opening

Enjoy new art, butterflies and gifts 
during the free Gala Opening at Pacific 
Grove Art Center, 568 Lighthouse, from 
7-9 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 6.

Guests will meet exhibiting artists, 
listen to live music, sip and sup on light 
refreshments, and stroll the galleries at 568 
Lighthouse Ave. Decorated butterflies can 
be bid upon and holiday gifts purchased.

Exhibiting artists include MPC Print-
makers, Jennifer Anderson, and Linda 
Fillhardt. On opening night, Jeninni’s 
Kitchen and Wine Bar at 542 Lighthouse 
will donate 10 percent of their proceeds to 
the Pacific Grove Art Center.

•
Dametra Fresh Mediterranean

Starving Student Restaurant Review
The Del Monte Mall is just a short 

drive (or moderately long jog) from 
campus and boasts a diverse range of 
restaurants

From a nice slice of pesto at Pizza 
My Heart, to a piping hot sample cup of 
dairy-free clam chowder at Whole Foods, 
there are plenty of places for full-time 
students and part-time mall rats to eat on 
the cheap. Dametra Fresh Mediterranean 
is the newest eatery at the outdoor mall, 
specializing in Greek-inspired fast food, 
emphasis on the fast.

Fans of the Mexican chain Chipotlé 
will feel familiar with the setup of Dametra 
Fresh. Upon entering the small and styl-
ish restaurant you see the assembly line 
consisting of breads, sauces, and fresh 
vegetables to add your meal; mountains 
of marinated meat rotating on a vertical 
spike next to the grills in the back; and a 
few line cooks separated in stations.

•
A young female mountain lion, the 

second in recent months, was spotted 
in Pacific Grove. The animals are likely 
moving closer to humans due to the 
grought, but they will go where deer 
go so citizens are urged to take care. 

•
Thanks to Grove Market for 
Help During Power Outage

Editor:
I think a giant round of applause, a 

very special thank you and even more 
importantly a special recognition should 
be given to Charlie Higuera and the staff at 
Grove Market for once again showing how 
they care for our community by opening 
up Sunday during the power outage. They 
gave away free coffee to any and all, set 
up a BBQ, cooking and doing their best 
to feed people and help us in a time of 
need, as they have done in the past. As 
opposed to some other stores (I guess 
without generators) who closed their doors 
and as I understand it, threw enormous 
amounts of food in the garbage (what an 
awful waste!), Charlie and company made 
sure theirs were open and that we had a 
place to go to get the food and supplies 
we needed until the power came back on. 
I feel such a caring and altruistic gesture 
on the part of Grove Market should get a 
show of gratitude and support from the 
local community to show our appreciation 
of them for all the support they have given 
us over the years.

Thank you, thank you, thank you 
Charlie Higuera and your wonderful crew 
for all the help, love and support you have 
shown our community. Not only last Sun-
day, but numerous times in the past. You 
can always be counted on to help out in 
any way you can. I don’t think this com-
munity can ever tell you how much you 
are appreciated.

But I hope that you all realize how 
much you mean to us.

Sincerely,
Debbie Newell Foord

Pacific Grove
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Travis on Taxes
Travis H. Long, CPA

Planning for
Each Generation

Kyle A. Krasa, Esq.

See KRASA Page 16See LONG Page 19

If you die without a legally valid 
estate plan, the California Probate Code 
has certain “intestate provisions” that 
govern how your assets shall be distrib-
uted.  In general, if you were married at 
the time of your death, your community 
property and at least a portion of your 
separate property will be distributed to 
your surviving spouse.  If you did not 
leave a surviving spouse, then your assets 
will be distributed to children, if any, and 
if none to your grandchildren or younger 
descendants.  If you did not have any living 
descendants, your estate will be distributed 
to your parents, if any, and if none then 
to your siblings. The intestate provisions 
go on from there, detailing several more 
contingent heirs. 

Although there are these “default” 
rules with respect to heirs of your estate 
absent a valid estate plan, the law allows 
you to dispose of your assets upon your 
death however you see fit.  With a few ex-
ceptions, there is generally no requirement 
that you leave your assets to your spouse, 
children, or other immediate family mem-
bers.  You are free to exclude your “natural 
heirs,” i.e., those who would inherit from 
you absent a valid estate plan, and name 
anyone of your choice.  This might include 
significant others, friends, charities, and 
even complete strangers.  

There have even been several in-
stances where decedents established estate 
plans leaving their assets to celebrities 
whom they had never met!  Contrary to 
the assumptions of my friends, I have 
actually not left any part of my estate 
to rock-goddess Gwen Stefani, though I 
would be free to do so under the law if 
that were my desire.   

Of course if you decide to leave your 
assets to named beneficiaries who are 
not your natural heirs, your natural heirs 
would have a motive to try to undermine 

and invalidate your estate plan somehow.  
If you estate plan were deemed invalid, 
then your estate would pass to your natural 
heirs as if you did not have an estate plan.  
Although your natural heirs could not ar-
gue that you did not have a right to name 
someone other than your natural heirs 
as beneficiaries of your estate plan, your 
natural heirs could argue that there was a 
mistake, fraud, undue influence, or that 
you lacked mental capacity to understand 
the nature of what you were doing when 
you signed your estate plan. 

There was a recent case where a dece-
dent named a celebrity (not Gwen Stefani) 
as his beneficiary at the exclusion of his 
natural heirs.  The natural heirs believed 
that the decedent was delusional and that 
he wrongfully thought that the celebrity 
was a relative.  In fact the celebrity was 
a stranger.  However, the document did 
not indicate whether or not the decedent 
mistakenly thought the celebrity was a 
relative or whether the decedent simply 
admired the celebrity and wanted that per-
son to benefit from his estate.  The entire 
case centered upon that key issue: was the 
decedent delusional in thinking that the 
celebrity was a relative and that therefore 
the estate plan should be deemed invalid 
due to mistake and lack of mental capacity 
or did the decedent simply want to name 
a celebrity he admired as a beneficiary of 
his estate, knowing that the celebrity was 
a stranger?  

To date, this case of the celebrity 
beneficiary has not yet been resolved.  
However, the facts and circumstances of 
the case demonstrate some key principles 
when leaving an estate to named beneficia-
ries at the exclusion of your natural heirs.  

First, you should be clear about your 
intent.  If the decedent in the example 

When Gwen Stefani is a 
Beneficiary of your Estate Plan

We are going to take a break from 
our Back to Basics series to address a few 
timely issues.

At the beginning of every year, I send 
each of my clients a tax organizer to assist 
in gathering all the information necessary 
to complete the tax returns in an efficient 
manner.  The tax organizer is customized 
for the client and includes his or her prior 
year amounts for comparative purposes 
(and it serves as a great memory jogger 
so nothing is left out).  

There is also a questionnaire to assist 
in alerting us to items that may not occur 
every year, but that may be present in the 
current year. I also ask clients additional 
questions about the status of things like 
their estate planning, retirement planning, 
assets, debts, insurance, health care di-
rectives, etc. in order to ensure that they 
are thinking about these important issues 
each year.   

Organizers are a fairly common 
practice among CPA firms, and for good 
reason. They result in more accurate and 
more efficient tax preparation which 
should translate into a more accurate 
calculation of your tax liability, fewer 
problems with the taxing authorities, and 
less cost to you in the long-run. Some of 
you may find yourselves saying, "Oh, I 
never use the organizer. My CPA knows 
how I do things, and I have been doing 
it this way for years, plus my tax stuff is 
very simple."

Behind the scenes this translates into 
moments of, "Oh, yeah, I remember these 
yellow sheets with the small scribbles 
from the past - now where did she put the 
real estate taxes again?" And then if there 
is staff involved, there may be an addition-
al conversation, "Okay, now here is what 
you need to know about how Mrs. Jones 
organizes her information..." Since time 
is a precious commodity, the more of it 
that is used in the process of assisting you, 
the higher your bill is going to be. With 
some firms, you will see this reflected in 
your bill each year. In other firms, your 

Get Ready for 2015 Taxes

pricing will be more consistent, but will 
trend higher or lower as a result over a 
period of years.

Ask yourself: is the firm going to be 
faster at learning, remembering, and ex-
tracting information from hundreds of dif-
ferent client systems with information in 
different orders, or from one system which 
is perfectly ordered with its software and 
that it knows backwards and forwards?  
You can minimize the fees related to data 
collection and entry, and just spend your 
money on the real value of strategy in 
preparing the returns.

That said, maybe it is worth it to you 
to keep doing it the way you have always 
done it.  A CPA firm is generally going to 
be intelligent enough to figure it out and 
let you know what is unclear or what else 
may be missing in most cases, it just might 
cost you a little more, and have a little 
more risk associated with it.

In addition to the organizer each year, 
I send clients an engagement letter for ser-
vices to be provided, a limited tax power 
of attorney to speed up the process in 
case we need to resolve an issue on a cli-
ent's behalf, and an additional organizer 
letter. The organizer letter explains new 
tax developments over the past year, as 
well as revisiting issues from prior years 
that remain important and still somewhat 
fresh. This year's organizer letter was six 
pages long. I don't expect clients to nec-
essarily read it all, but it is laid out in an 
easier manner to skim the topics and see 
what might be important to read further.

Here is a high level summary of some 
of the issues from my organizer letter you 
may want to be aware of:

The IRS took a clear position this year 
that businesses sending 1099 forms this 
January must send them to LLCs as well, 
unless the LLCs have made a special elec-
tion to be taxed as a corporation. Fees for 
not properly sending 1099s have doubled.

President Obama signed a new law 
this year that requires anyone claiming 
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By Patricia Hamilton

and Joyce Krieg
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You don’t have to be an activist to be a 
Keeper of Our Culture, but for those of us 
who came of age in the exciting, turbulent 
decade of the 1960s, the People’s Oral 
History Project will definitely resonate.

Three local residents—Gary Karnes, 
Karen Araujo and Juan Martinez—each 
have fascinating stories of their own to 
tell, each worthy of their own book. Gary’s 
saga ranges from hitchhiking across the 
country to attend anti-war rallies as a 
college student to getting out the vote for 
school bond elections. Karen has a long 
history of activism in the hotel/restaurant 
workers union, and Juan has spent much 
of his life mobilizing the community on 
behalf of farm laborers. But instead of 
simply telling their own stories—in itself 
a laudable goal—they decided to join forc-
es and tell the stories of dozens of other 
men and women who led the struggle for 
change locally and nationally.

The result is the just-published Voices 
of Change, a hefty, 400-plus page book 
featuring 63 interviews of what the authors 
call “risk-takers, trouble-makers, change 
agents and community and labor union 
organizers.” 

Several events are planned to cele-
brate the publication of Voices of Change. 
A reception featuring remarks by State 
Senator Bill Monning will take place Fri-
day, January 15, from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 490 
Aguajito Road, Carmel. A second recep-
tion is scheduled for Saturday, January 16, 
from 2:00 to 4:30 p.m., also at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church. Both events 
will include a book sale and signing, light 
refreshments, exhibits and discussions. 
Admission is free with a recommended 
$20 “book donation.” Other book launch 
events are in the works for Sunday, Jan-
uary 17, and Monday, January 18—the 
Martin Luther King holiday.

Voices of Change will be sold on-
line at Advanced Book Exchange, www.
abebooks.com, after the launch events 
January 15-18. Or contact Gary Karnes, 
gary.karnes@comcast.net. 

The Urgency to Get These Stories 
Recorded

A quick leafing through Voice of 
Change underscores the importance of 
getting our stories on paper before it’s 
too late. Though many of the experiences 
related on its pages take place during those 
crucial years of upheaval in the late 1960s 
and early ’70s, the stories trace all the way 
back to the Great Depression. As for those 
of us who were part of the “youthquake” of 
the ’60s … well, we’re not exactly flower 

A Community Effort to Preserve Our Stories
going is certainly easier—and a lot more 
fun—if you have supportive person or two 
to help share the load. Let’s face it, writing 
is a lonely business and can be a struggle, 
especially for the majority of us who are 
not natural-born writers, for whom the 
words do not just flow onto the page. It’s 
all too easy to put it off to another day, that 
elusive “someday” when we’ll have more 
time and feel less stressed.
‘The Time for Action is Always Now’

Of course, we all know that “some-
day” never comes. As Gary, Karen and 
Juan remind us in “About the Writing 
of This Book” in Voices of Change, “the 
time for action is always now.” What’s 
the take-away from these hard-working 
folks who turned a seed of an idea into a 
published book?

Start with those closest to you. Get 
your siblings involved in sharing their rec-
ollections of your shared childhood. Enlist 
your children—or grandchildren—in help-
ing you digitalize old family photographs.

Reach out to the greater community. 
Central Coast Writers (centralcoastwriters.
org) is a wonderful local organization of 
friendly folks who meet monthly right here 
in Pacific Grove. Many of the members 
are writing their memoirs. Or, if you’re 
tech-savvy, look for Meetup groups of 
memoir writers.

Make a regular appointment for 
writing. Once you’ve located one or two 
individuals with whom to share your writ-
ing journey, set a regular time and place 
to meet to share what you’ve written and 
keep each other updated on your progress. 
There’s nothing like a deadline—and the 
social pressure not to let someone else 
down—to turn a dream into reality.

Enlist the help of experts. Make plans 
to attend a free introductory Guided Au-
tobiography session led by Patricia and 
Joyce, sponsored by the Pacific Grove 
Public Library, on March 12 or April 16. 
Watch this column for details as the time 
grows closer.

Patricia Hamilton is the owner and 
Joyce Krieg is an associate of Park Place 
Publications, 591 Lighthouse Ave #10 
here in Pacific Grove, offering creative 
and dependable writing and publishing 
services since 1982. For details on cre-
ating your own book, contact Patricia at 
publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net.

children anymore, and if we don’t start 
telling our stories now, then when will we?

Thus in Voices of Change you will 
meet Dian Kiser, who remembers being 
shot at by the KKK while serving as a 
VISTA volunteer in the Deep South. 
Tetsuo Okada recalls the anti-Japanese 
hysteria in Salinas following the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. Eva Ruiz Gomez shares 
a harrowing tale of being trapped in 
the clutches of Family Court. Choqosh 
Monroy Auh’ho’oh takes us inside the 
world of the Chumash Indians and their 
opposition to the canonization of Junipero 
Serra. Keith Vandevere recalls a lifetime of 
environmental commitment with a focus 
on water issues. In the book’s foreword, 
Senator Monning discusses his own early 
involvement in the farm labor movement 
against the backdrop of issues ranging 
from the local environment to international 
politics, and shares the tale of meeting his 
future wife, Dr. Dana Kent, on a UFW 
picket line.

It Does, Indeed, ‘Take a Village’
But perhaps the greatest lesson to 

be learned from Voices of Change is that 
to pull off a project of this magnitude, it 

does, indeed, “take a village.” The list of 
acknowledgments to “brothers and sisters” 
who assisted in some way fills a page: 
editing services, technical support, office 
space, event coordination, fiscal sponsor-
ship, event music, transcription services, 
and “aid and comfort.” Park Place Publi-
cations donated book design services and 
Community Printers of Santa Cruz manu-
factured the book, both doing their part to 
“keep the culture.” And that doesn’t begin 
to take into account the list of major donors 
to the Indiegogo crowdfunding campaign, 
which fills another page. In keeping with 
the spirit of community support, a portion 
of the proceeds of the sale of Voices of 
Change will be donated to the Monterey 
Peace and Justice Center.

So what does this mean for those of 
us who’ve been thinking about writing our 
own life story or family history? It may 
not necessarily “take a village,” but the 

Above: A button created to promote 
the People’s Oral History Project. 

Right: Voices of Change has just been 
published and features interviews with 
63 Monterey County political and so-
cial activists.

above was aware that the celebrity was not a relative but simply wanted to include 
the celebrity as a beneficiary of the estate plan, he should have said so.  The drafting 
attorney could have inserted a clause that read: “While I understand that I have never 
met Celebrity X and am not related to Celebrity X in any manner, nevertheless I ad-
mire and respect Celebrity X and I intend to include Celebrity X as a beneficiary of 
my estate plan.”  

Second, if you are planning on excluding any natural heir, say so.  You could 
include language that reads: “I acknowledge the existence of my brother who is my 
only natural heir.  However, I intentionally exclude him as a beneficiary of my estate.”

Third, make sure that you that it cannot be argued that you were unduly influenced 
when creating your estate plan.  Executing your estate plan with the counsel of an 
impartial attorney without the presence of your named beneficiary can blunt any accu-
sation that you were wrongfully pressured into naming someone other than a natural 
heir as a beneficiary of your estate. 

Fourth, it is often said that “bad facts make bad law.”  Make sure that there aren’t 
any “bad facts.”  To the extent that you can execute your estate plan long before it 
can be argued that you don’t have mental capacity to understand what you are doing, 
you will blunt an argument that you lacked mental capacity.  “Deathbed planning” by 
its very nature often raises red flags that can create doubt about the validity of your 
estate plan.  If you are diagnosed with a mental or physical issue, executing your estate 
planning sooner rather than later is paramount.  

A qualified attorney can help you take care in drafting your estate plan to ensure 
that your wishes – whether unconventional or not – will be carried out after your death.

KRASA LAW, Inc. is located at 704-D Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 
and Kyle may be reached at 831-920-0205.

Disclaimer: This article is for general information only.  Reading this article does 
not establish an attorney/client relationship.  Before acting on any of the information 
presented in this article, you should consult a competent attorney who is licensed to 
practice law in your community.  

   

education credits or education deductions to have a 1098-T when filing their tax returns.
The PATH Act (Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes) was signed into law on 

December 18, 2015. This was the extender bill for this year which we have grown ac-
customed to getting at the last minute each year from Congress. Some notable provisions 
made permanent include the sales tax deduction as an option in lieu of state income taxes, 
the IRA to charity exclusion, enhanced child tax credit, enhanced American opportunity 
tax credit, enhanced earned income tax credit, above the line deductions for qualified 
tuition expenses, the section 179 depreciation deduction for up to $500,000, built-in 
gains holding period of five years for S corporations, and enhanced exclusion of gain 
on sale of small business stock. The qualified tuition deduction, mortgage insurance 
premiums deductible as interest, and exclusion of income for debt on discharged prin-
cipal residences where extended through 2016. Bonus depreciation and first year bonus 
depreciation on automobiles was extended through 2019.

Do not do more than one indirect rollover from one retirement plan to another in any 
365 day period (not calendar year based), or you will face penalties.  Indirect rollovers 
are where the retirement plan custodian issues you a check directly, and then you have 
60 days to deposit the money with another retirement plan custodian or consider it a 
distribution. (You can still do unlimited direct rollovers from one trustee to another.)

Several tax return due dates are changing affecting 2016 returns (not 2015 returns) 
— due dates for partnerships move to March 15, C-corporations move to April 15, and 
FinCen 114 for foreign bank accounts move to April 15 and are now eligible for a six 
month extension.

The new capitalization and repair regulations of 2014 were modified to allow 
taxpayers to have a capitalization policy of $2,500.  This means businesses can now 
deduct any item $2,500 or less as an expense without having to include it on a depre-
ciation schedule or take a section 179 deduction for it.  You do not even have to have a 
written policy to this effect, but you do have to make an annual 1.263(a)-1(f) election 
on your returns each year to do this.

Watch for 1095-A, B, and/or Cs this year as they will be much more prevalent and 
will be needed in the preparation of your tax returns to ensure you meet the health care 
insurance requirement.  Last year was lax.  This year the noose has been tightened.  If 
you did not have health insurance for all or part of the year, be aware, some exemptions 
from the health insurance mandate require you to apply to Covered California to get an 
exemption for use in your preparation.  In other words - get moving!

Prior articles are republished on my website at www.tlongcpa.com/blog .
Travis H. Long, CPA, Inc. is located at 706-B Forest Avenue, PG, 93950 and 

focuses on trust, estate, individual, and business taxation. Travis can be reached 
at 831-333-1041.
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Used Demo Golf Clubs
at tremendous discounts

beginning on Friday Jan. 8 2016
in the Pacific Grove Golf Shop

77 Asilomar Boulevard
Pacific Grove

Men’s & Ladies
Irons Sets

from Titleist, Ping, Cobra & Taylor Made

Drivers & Fairway Woods
from Taylor Made, Titleist, Cobra

Many Wedges & Putters
(831) 648-5775

Pictured is Terry Field, a member of the Board of Directors of the PG Golf Links 
Senior Mens Club. He wishes to invite any golfer with a handicap to participate in the 
member/guest tournament on Thursday, Jan. 21. The tournament is a 2 man, best ball, 
8:00am shotgun tournament. PG Golf Links has arranged a special $25 green fee for 
all participants and a $20 entry fee, which includes a catered lunch, awards and raffle 
prizes. According to Field, "The club is looking for new players in the community to 
be introduced to the course and pair them up with a current member in the club. If 
interested, please come to PG Golf Links and give your name and phone number and 
you will be contacted. Deadline for entries is Tuesday, January 19.”

Nicholas — Nick T to most everyone — 
is almost a mythic figure on the PGHS 
campus. Not only does the Junior par-
ticipate in football and lacrosse, but he 
is also always there to brighten the day 
of others. Whether it be with a simple 
greeting or his patented fistbump, 
Nick T will lift your spirits. These char-
acteristics — combined with Nick’s 
leadership qualities — were a major 
factor in his becoming the JV lacrosse 
captain last season. With school back 
in session and a new sports season 
fast approaching, you can bet that Nick 
T will do his best to keep encouraging 
those around him. 

Central Coast Silkscreen & Embroidery
215 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
831.372.1401

Breaker of the Week
Nicholas Tillotson

Golf Tournament at PG Golf 
Links is Announced

Pacific Grove

Sports

The Arts 
Are The Answer!

Join us on January 16 
at the Portola Hotel & Spa 
to honor our Champions!

The evening includes silent and live auctions with Auctioneer Butch 
Lindley, wine reception, special performances, gourmet dinner, the awards 
ceremony and dancing. The Master of Ceremonies is David Marzetti.
Tickets are $125 or if paid by January 4 they’re $95.

The event is a benefit for arts education.
See arts4mc.org for more information!

Champions of the Arts Gala
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Wanda Sue Parrott

Homeless in Paradise

A boondoggle-buster destroys barriers so critical 
issues that are dragging on can be resolved once and for 
all. Starting now! 

In my book “The Boondoggler’s Bible” boondog-
glery is simply defined as: Useless work = time and 
money wasted. 

Best-known boondogglers are politicians and other 
public servants, but a boondoggler  can be any influential 
person who uses stall-and-delay tactics to delay ending 
public, private or personal issues.  

Across the nation, homeless people are dying while 
arguments continue in city halls about how to solve 
homelessness. Justification by boondogglers for such 
deaths is usually: They exercised the freedom to choose 
to sleep outside in the cold.

Gov. Cuomo cut through bureaucratic red tape by 
reaching a one-man decision about statewide homeless-
ness, then announcing it as a mandate that challenges 
the law. It was a do-it-now-and-face-legal-consequenc-
es-later moment, the outcome of which won’t be known 
for some time. 

He overrode the individual’s right to choose by acting 
like a benevolent dictator, in lieu of going through the 
slow process of getting a state law passed.

Stay tuned: this should be good!
Meanwhile, the explosive impact Gov. Cuomo’s 

announcement may have otherwise had from Maine to 
the Monterey Peninsula was mitigated by the timing of 
his announcement.

As the New Year’s weekend was winding down on 
the west coast Sun., Jan. 3, and the TV-viewing public 
settled in to watch reruns of the 2016 Tournament of Ros-
es, football highlights, or the 9 p.m. premiere of season 
six of  Downton Abbey on PBS, this news flashed online 

as a major Associated Press breaking news headliner 
dated 1/4/16:

New York governor: Take homeless 
inside as temperatures fall
NEW YORK — Democratic Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo on Sunday signed an order requiring 
communities statewide to take homeless people 
from the streets to shelters when temperatures 
reach freezing, saying he was ready for a legal 
challenge from anyone who believes “people 
have a civil right to sleep on the street and freeze 
to death."
Cuomo said his executive order, which took effect 

Tuesday, will protect the state's growing homeless pop-
ulation.

Do people have a civil right to sleep on the street 
and freeze to death?

Here in Monterey, the governor’s comment came on 
the heels of a debate among social justice activists who 
met Sun. afternoon at the Unitarian Universalist Church 
.They questioned an individual’s right to refuse help if 
his or her life would be endangered by the decision to 
sleep outdoors.

One case involves an elderly homeless woman who 
uses a walker and wears a knitted stocking cap. She tried 
participating in women’s shelter programs, but went back 
to sleeping outdoors rather than following rules required 
by help-giving agencies: no drug and alcohol use allowed.

Although she had been beaten in the past while she 
slept on the beach, she elected to spend the frigid New 
Year’s weekend outdoors because she wasn’t willing or 
able to forego a drink of alcohol. 

Suggested solution: Non-profit agencies that don’t 
allow drugs or alcohol consider bending or relaxing rules 
that prohibit their total use during inclement weather. 

A second case involved many homeless men and 
women who have pets. Mainly dog owners, they are 
unwilling to part with their animals because they have 
no place to put the pets  if they stay in shelters. 

Suggested solution: Start an Interfaith Homeless 
Emergency Lodging Program (I-Help) additional plan 
for homeless persons’ pets, possibly by allowing animals 
to sleep in crates on the premises of shelters where their 
owners are staying. Problematic are the questions: where 
would crates be stored during the daytime and who would 
provide pets’ meals?

Suggestions are welcome. E-mail me at the address 
below this column. 

While these issues were being debated in Monterey, 
Gov. Cuomo’s order came as temperatures in parts of 
New York state were dipping below 32 degrees, calling 
for police departments and social services agencies to 
move people into shelters, including those reluctant to go. 

"I want this done statewide," said Cuomo, who 
believes the law is on his side. "By the way, there is a 
philosophy out there that says people have a civil right 
to sleep on the street and freeze to death if they want to."

The same problems exist in homeless communities 
all across America. If Gov. Cuomo’s mandate that all 
homeless people be sheltered indoors during freezing 
weather works, New York will likely become a role model 
for boondoggle-busting across the nation. 

Monterey’s homeless decedents  
identified

Refocusing the non-viral spotlight on two unidenti-
fied homeless men who did freeze to death on the Mon-
terey Peninsula, reporter  Ana Ceballos says in Monterey 
County NOW (Dec. 29, 2015): 

Authorities have identified the two homeless men 
who died near downtown Monterey two weeks ago 
as Trevor Hanson, 38, and Jonathan Richards, 56, of 
Monterey.

The men were found early in the morning in a dirt 
lot across Trader Joe's in Monterey by a pedestrian who 
called paramedics for help. Although a cause of death has 
yet to be determined, police suspect they died due to the 
cold weather the night before.

Police say the men were offered "resources" the 

Animal Tales and  
Other Random Thoughts

Farewell to Last YearAnother year has come and gone.  
Nationally and internationally there were 
moments to remember, some terrifying, 
some heartwarming. We are embarking 
on what promises to be an entertaining, if 
I may be so bold as to use that expression, 
election year. Those of who are moderate 
Republicans shudder at our front runner. 
I, especially, wince at the idea of Donald 
Trump and, for instance, Angela Merkel 
or Queen Elizabeth, if either “ticked him 
off” he would resort to verbal abuse. So 
much for cementing our relations with al-
lies. Vulgarity and name calling are hardly 
what we would desire in our leader. “But 
who would you choose?” I am asked. I 
have no idea, some are far too conservative 
for my taste, others too weak. So, we will 
wait and see, enduring months of debates 
and hateful diatribe. America is braced 
for another terrorist attack and, now, a 
massive flood.

This has been a year of family for us 
which has been quite wonderful. Justin 
showed a painting of his wife, Megan, 
at the art show for YAC alumni’s at the 
Monterey Museum of Art in January.  
Ellen and her boys, Jennie and her girls 
came in March for a visit.They stayed out 
at the River Ranch but spent most of their 
time with the old grandparents. At the end 
of July we went to Calloway Gardens in 
Georgia for the tri-annual Roland family 
reunion. It was a wonderful time, not only 
being with John’s fantastic siblings and 
relatives but, once again, Jennie, the girls 
and Jason (Jen’s husband). The flights 
were uneventful. Ellen and her family 
live in Van Nuys and Jennie and group in 
Denver, so visits are cherished. Jay and 
Denise are local, but are busy.  Justin, his 
wife, Megan and Spencer live in Oakland 
and San Francisco, respectively.

We had Thanksgiving at our house 
which was surprisingly smooth, Justin and 
Megan did all of the dishes and clean-up, 
the most distasteful part of such a dinner. 
The Christmas holiday time was really 
nice this year. We went to the theater with 
friends, attended a couple of parties and 
welcomed Ellen, her husband Shawn and 
boys, Joe and Will, on the 27th for a really 

some great doggie volunteers,: Bootsie, 
about whom I wrote last week; Clemen-
tine, who has been a continuing source of 
humor in my columns and, now, “Little 
Orphan Annie”.

We are still committed to Rotary and 
will be as long as possible. It is our main 
social activity and a way of giving back 
to the community. John does the month-
ly newsletter for the Herald and is the 
secretary of the club. I handle publicity, 
am speaker chairman and do whatever 
I am asked. One of our most rewarding 
activities is dinner for homeless men in 
the IHELP program. Normally this is 
every other month on a Thursday, but 
occasionally we are asked to fill in for 
another group. There are about eight of us 
who have done this for more than 10 years, 
John and I have missed only two. We bring 
clothing for the men, have provided pads 
for their sleeping bags, and pillows. There 
is a couple who makes a lunch for them 
the next day.  Joe Shammas, our leader, 
arranges everything. We prepare dinner, 
serve it and eat with our “guests.” This 
month it was Christmas Eve and a very 
rewarding time. Many in our club helped 
purchase new warm jackets for the men. 
Every night they go to a different facility 
where a service club, often Rotary, takes 
care of them.  Many we have seen over 
the years have “graduated” and gone on 
to productive lives.

Last night it was so cold and I had 
trouble sleeping. I thought of all of those 
people who have no cover, no shelter, no 
food and not enough is done to alleviate 
the problem. Speaking of giving, our 
Editor and her husband (Marge Ann and 
Neil Jameson) were at the annual Christ-
mas dinner for those who need it, at the 
Fairgrounds.  “What” you say “I didn’t 
see them.” They were Mr. and Mrs. Claus, 
giving to the community as they seem to 
do frequently.

From my family to yours, a very Hap-
py New Year. To those who sent wonderful 
Christmas cards, we loved them and this 
is ours to you

Jane Roland manages the AFRP Trea-
sure Shop. She welcomes your comments.  
Jane lives in Monterey with John, Annie, 
Toby and Sammy...gcr770@aol.com

Clockwise from top left: Spencer DeVine; Jennie, 
Cora and Lydia; Dinner with Patricks’; Justin and 
painting of Megan

good visit. Once a month we attend a mov-
ie followed by dinner with a small group 
of friends, I still play bridge on Mondays 
and enjoy my book club in which I have 
been involved for 40 years, imagine! 

There have been losses this year, heart 
wrenching, Sean Flavin and Shirley Wylly, 
and the ensuing life celebrations. Some 
of our family members are ill and we are 
too far away to do anything but pray and 
encourage. Our old dog, Brandy, and her 
buddy, Lilah died during the summer and 
fall respectively. Thanks to our daughter-
in-law, Denise, and AFRP, we adopted a 
foundling in September and are blessed 
to have a little creature who seems to be 

unaware that she was dumped in a field to 
fend for herself or die. For two days.  She 
is loving and cheerful, with an antipathy 
only to men in shorts. Hmmm?

The shop has done well with a won-
derful corps of volunteers, men and wom-
en whom I count as some of my dearest 
friends. A weekend manager was hired in 
March which meant that I wasn’t running 
over there; although, there are still plenty 
of telephone calls. John volunteers two 
days a week and every other Sunday. He 
also fills in when needed and does a good 
bit of the shopping for supplies. I cannot 
say enough about the people with whom 
I work: They are fantastic. We also have 

1st National Boondoggle-Buster

See HOMELESS Page 119
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CLEANING

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL
PHONE: 831-626-4426
EXPERIENCED • PROFESSIONAL • BONDED

ENTERTAINMENT

Call 831-238-5282
www.montereybaybelles.blogspot.com

FLOORING/WINDOW COVERING

AREA RUGS • CARPET • CORK 
• HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL  

UPHOLSTERY • WINDOW COVERINGS

Home Town Service Since 1979

GRAND AVENUE
FLOORING & INTERIORS

WWW.GRANDAVEFLOORING.COM
831-372-0521

CA Lic # 675298

PETS

CONSTRUCTION

WINDOW CLEANING

MORTUARY

THE PAUL MORTUARY
FD-280 

390 Lighthouse Avenue · Pacific Grove 
831-375-4191 · www.thepaulmortuary.com 

INC.

ATTORNEY

JOSEPH BILECI JR.
Attorney at Law                      

Wills/Trusts/Estates; Real Estate  
Transactions/Disputes; Contract/ 

Construction Law      
215 W. Franklin, Ste. 216,  

Monterey, CA 93940
831-920-2075

Cal. Licensed Real Estate Broker #01104712

BLINDS

Kayman Klean WindoWs

KaymanBenetti.Com
707-344-1848
Monterey/Napa/Tahoe

PUBLISHING

Writer & Book ServiceS

Free consultation • All genres
Patricia Hamilton, Publisher • 831-649-6640

publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net
www.parkplacepublications.com

F.Y.I.At Your Service!

Travis H. Long, CPA 
706-B Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 
831-333-1041 ·  www.tlongcpa.com 

TAX SERVICE

STORM PREPARATION

French Drain, Roof, Gutter & 
Downspout Cleaning

Weather Stripping
Backup Generator, Sump Pump

831.655.3821
krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

INC.
CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

Kitchen and Bath Remodel
Windows and Doors

Full Service Construction
831.655.3821

krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

CONSTRUCTION

Remodeling • Kitchens
Bathrooms • Additions • Remodels

Fencing • Decking
831.655.3821

krconstructioninc@msn.com • Lic. #700124

CONSTRUCTION
INC.

ELDER CARE SERVICES

Elder Focus, LLC
2100 Garden Rd., #C, Monterey

jkd@ElderFocus.com
Vickie@ElderFocus.com

831-643-2457

Jameson’s Classic
MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM                      

Classic European and American
Bikes & Sidecars 1936-2000

Free/Donation/Advice, too!
305 Forest Avenue,  

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
OPEN WEEKENDS & HOLIDAYS Noon - 5:00 PM
Across the street from City Hall but a lot more fun

831-331-3335
CONSTRUCTION

Be seen By
Thousands

Call 831-324-4742
about FYI

Be seen By
Thousands

Call 831-324-4742
about FYI

night before, but declined to be helped. A couple days after the men died, the City of 
Monterey unanimously voted to allocate $28,252 to homeless support services, with 
an emphasis on creating an emergency warming shelter.

In a follow-up e-mail, Monterey’s affable mayor Clyde Roberson says, “. . .  As 
you know, at our last meeting (Dec. 16, 2015), our council unanimously contributed 
$56,000 towards homeless shelter services to non-profits.  We are regional partners 
with other jurisdictions and non-profits.  

“At our last council meeting, one person mentioned that sites for homeless shel-
ters this winter were being looked at in Seaside and Ft. Ord.  Pastor Storrs from the 
Methodist Church in Monterey mentioned her trustees voted to use their church as a 
temporary shelter.  

“Everyone is working together on a solution. . .”
That’s not boondoggling. It’s good business.  
Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com or leave a message at  
The Yodel Lady at 831-899-5887.

PHOMELESS From Page 18

Congressman Farr honors 
Korean War Veterans

Rep. Sam Farr, D-Carmel, will host a ceremony honoring Korean War Veterans   
at 11:00 am on Fri., Jan. 22,   at the Oldemeyer Center in Seaside. He will be joined by 
Korean Consul General Han Dong-man. Korean War Veterans will be presented with 
an appreciation certificate and the Ambassador of Peace Medal, followed by a policy 
discussion on the important relationship between the U.S. and the Republic of Korea.

All veterans who served during 1950-1955, as well as surviving family, are in-
vited to participate. Veterans or the families who would like to attend should contact 
Congressman Farr’s veterans’ affairs aide Ryan Simon in his Santa Cruz office at (831) 
429-1976 by Fri., January 15. A copy of a DD214 will help confirm service.

Laguna Grande Hall at the Oldemeyer Center is at 986 Hilby Ave. Seaside.

Howard Burnham characterizes the 17th century ‘Virtuo-
so’, Antiquarian and tittle-tattle gossip, John Aubrey, 

researching his scandalous “Brief Lives.”

THE LITTLE HOUSE, Jewel Park,
(Central and Grand, Pacific Grove)

Saturday, January 9, at 5:30 pm
$10 at the door

      (Sponsored by Pacific Grove Recreation Department)

Aubrey’s Brief Lives
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MONTEREY PENINSULA BROKERAGE   |   sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Pacific Grove 831.372.7700  |  Carmel-by-theSea 831.624.9700

Carmel Rancho 831.624.9700  |  Carmel Valley 831.659.2267

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. 

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.                                                                                           

Visit onlywithus.com to discover the 
benefits available through us alone.

MONTEREY  |  $1,349,000
3BR/3.5BA Pasadera Villa, on a spacious corner 
lot with mountain and hillside views. Ground 
floor master bedroom, hardwood floors.

Mark Trapin, Robin Anderson   831.601.4934

PACIFIC GROVE  |  606 Sage Court
This beautiful 2BR/2BA unit boasts vaulted 
ceilings, hardwood floors, and granite counter 
tops. $630,000

Kyle Morrison   831.236.8909

PACIFIC GROVE  |  1243 Shell Avenue
Partially updated 3BR/3BA home located in the 
highly sought after area of Pacific Grove called 
the Beach Tract. $1,269,000

J.R. Rouse   831.277.3464

MONTEREY  |  1 Surf Way #122
Beautiful, lower level 1BR/1BA condo at Ocean 
Harbor House, featuring breathtaking white 
water ocean views. $749,000

Annette Boggs   831.601.5800

MONTEREY  |  $879,000
Extensively remodeled BR/2BA home in the 
sought after Mar Vista area. Property backs to 
greenbelt for privacy.

Lawrence Lyonhardt   831.596.4647

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-3

MONTEREY  |  879 Pine Street
This country property offers 2 spacious modular 
homes, well, hiking, gazebo and paved driveway 
on 15 acres. $718,000

Sandra Schirmer   831.869.2424

OPEN SAT 1-4, SUN 11:30-1:30

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $1,695,000
Filtered ocean views in Pebble Beach’s estate 
area above The Lodge. Beautiful 1.5 acre estate 
lot backing into a forested open space.

Paul Riddolls   831.293.4496

MONTEREY  |  $899,000
Offering 2BR/2BA on upper level with a 1BR/1BA 
guest room on the lower level white water views 
of Monterey Bay and city lights. 

J.R. Rouse   831.277.3464

PEBBLE BEACH  |  $625,000
This fabulous forested lot is centrally located just 
down the road from the Poppy Hills Golf Club, close to 
the beach and everything Pebble Beach has to offer. 

Paul Riddolls   831.293.4496

OPEN SAT 1-4

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4


