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Ongoing Mondays
Certified Farmers Market

4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove
Free, For Info: 831-384-6961

•
Ongoing Tues. & Thurs.

Salsa Dancing
7 p.m. 

Chautauqua Hall
Central & 16th Avenues

Free
•

Opinion

Forest Grove’s 50th •  Page 8

See CHIEF Page 2

We are pleased to help non-
profits and community groups 
publicize upcoming events. 
Space is limited and first-
come, first-served, so please 
try to get the word to us a 
week before our press dates, 
which are Thursdays.

email us at
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Fax us at
831-324-4742

Please follow our Kiosk format 
and phone us if you have 
questions. Thanks!

Friday, Dec. 4
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Holiday Open House 

An annual fund raiser for
Animal Friends Rescue Project

AFRP Treasure Shop
154 17th St., PG

•
Sunday, Dec. 6

Jewels & Gems Art Festival
11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Pacific Coast Church 

522 Central Avenue, PG
Art, jewels, food, raffle

Call (831)419-0917
•

Friday, Dec. 11
“An Evening

with William Blake”
7:30 p.m.

Norma & Richard Mayer
With Bill Minor

Carl Cherry Center
Fourth & Guadalupe, Carmel

$15
624-7491

•
Friday, Dec. 11
Celtic Christmas

with Molly’s Revenge & Others
First United Methodist Church

Sunset at 17-Mile Dr.
$18 advance, $20 door

More Tree Lighting - Page 2

By Marge Ann Jameson

In August, a dispirited Police Chief 
Darius Engles tendered his resignation to 
Interim City Manager Charlene Wiseman as 
it became clear that the City Council would 
de-fund a major position which had been 
vacant, that of  police detective sergeant. The 
move reduced the number of sworn officers 
budgeted to 22. 

“With all the extra tasks that we have 
had to take on due to shortages I realized I’m 
not your guy,” he said at the time.

But the new City Manager, Tom 
Frutchey, has convinced Engles that he is 
the guy after all.

Chief Engles
staying on

In the first nine months of 2009, the 
City of Pacific Grove issued 75 permits for 
tree removal. Of those, the city’s arborist 
determined that 46 would need to be 
replaced under the decades-old two-for-
one requirement. One was a straight-across 
replacement. In 12 cases, no replacement 
was required of the owners.

Top: Santa heard wishes after the lighting of the city Christmas tree this 
week. The party was held at Chautauqua Hall. Below: Smiles as bright 
as the Christmas lights, elves help a toddler pose for the camera as she 
visits Santa. More photos on page 2. Photos by Cameron Douglas.

Lighting up the season

Tree ordinance
review report
By Marge Ann Jameson

See TREES Page 2

Saturday, Dec. 19
4 p.m.

I Cantori di Carmel
“Follow a Star”

Holiday performance
Canterbury Woods Auditorium
651 Sinex Ave., Pacific Grove

(831) 657-4193
No fee

Friday, Dec. 11 
7:30 p.m.

An Evening with
William Blake

Carl Cherry Center for the Arts
Carmel. Tickets $15

For reservations 
(831)624-7491

Friday, Dec. 18
through

Sunday, Dec. 20
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

A Christmas Living Nativity
First United Methodist Church

of Pacific Grove
Sunset @ 17-Mile Drive

(831) 372-5875



Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Guy Chaney

Week ending 12/02/09 ................................... ..04
Total for the season ........................................ 3.1
To date last year (2008) .................................. .95
Wettest year ............................................................ 47.15
during rain year 7/1/97-6/30/98*
Driest year ................................................................. 9.87
during rain year 7/1/75-6/30/76*
*Data from http://www.weather.nps.navy.mil/renard.wx/

Photo courtesy of www.pacificgrove.com
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60 min. - $48
90 min. - $68
100 min. - $78
Couples $110

A Holiday Special for You!

Phone 920-2270 spa or 869-6694 event massage and mobile spa
311 Forest Ave., Ste. B • Pacific Grove

Frutchey has committed, in discussions with Engles, to filling all the police officer 
positions allocated by the City Council. He affirms that the money is in the budget 
and has committed to seeking a hiring and budget solution that will ensure the Police 
Department will not long remain under the allocation of 22 sworn officers. Currently, 
there are four positions which remain unfilled and have been empty for as much as 
three years.

Engles has long expressed his concerns about the vacancies, and says that now he 
believes the city will anticipate vacancies and begin advertising immediately rather 
than waiting until the vacancies actually happen.

Crime statistics for Pacific Grove show a significant increase over past years, when 
the average was 300 crimes. To date there are more than 400 crimes in 2009.

“Was I the only one who could see the fall at the edge of the cliff?” Engles asked, 
referring to repeated open talk of bankruptcy for the city which he believes seriously 
impinged on his ability to hire officers.  But he says now he feels there’s a significant 
chance that the department will get back on track.

A few months ago, Engles said he felt that there was too much to be done: he had 
been asked to explore the possibility of a new model for police services which would 
involve cooperation with other agencies. The Emergency Operations Center Plan was 
added to his roster. 

Area police chiefs have been working for more than two years on a SWAT plan. 
And work on a possible two-tier system for retirement is being done at many levels. 
“If the states goes to 2 percent at [age] 55, we could probably explore other ways of 
compensating new hires,” he said. Cities have discretion in the areas of medical and 
dental benefits and deferred compensation.

“We have an arborist who will look at your lot and make a realistic assessment,” 
said Thom Akeman, a member of the Beautification and Natural Resources Committee 
(BNRC). 

The ordinance states that, when a permit is issued for tree removal on private 
property, the tree should be replaced on a two-for-one basis if feasible. The owner should 
use a like species if feasible. A native species is preferred. But these issues along with 
fire safety and hazardous or problem tree removals have come under fire and in April 
2009, then-Mayor Cort requested a review.

Akeman said the BNRC has been very methodically going over the ordinance 
over the past few months. “We did some tweaks in 2007 after 30 months of review,” 
he said. He was chair of the subcommittee which did the 30-month review. When the 
review was begun, they found that some 27 percent had put in new trees. A requirement 
was added that the owner sign an agreement to comply, and still the results were the 
same -- 27 percent complied. So they added a formal letter to be sent by the city, and 
then they either sent the arborist out to talk with the property owners or sent a letter. 
Compliance rose to 90 percent.

Changes at that time included a new tree permit, a list of landscape trees, and the 
program Trees for PG.

According to Public Works, a large number of the native Monterey pines in 
Pacific Grove are nearing the end of their expected life span, while the new generation 
is significantly behind in growth. This raises questions about the tree canopy and the 
expectation that it will dominated by oaks in 25 years instead of pines; the cycle probably 
means that in 50 years, pines will once again be dominant.

Many property owners who have applied to have trees removed resist planting two 
trees of comparable species, and for many reasons, not the least of which is the reason 
for removal of the original tree in the first place -- cost of maintenance and risk to the 
home and homeowner if a mature tree should fall.

Revisions suggested so far include a new definition of “feasible” to mean “capable 
of being implemented taking into account environmental factors, safety of person and 
property,  aesthetic results, tree density and tree health factors.”

At the Dec. 2 City Council meeting, Mayor Pro Tem Bill Kampe, council liaison 
until Robert Huitt takes over soon, presented eight factors he’d like to see included in 
the BNRC’s next report. They include:

Healthy and appropriate urban forest
Specify suitable vs. comparable trees, in consultation with the arborist
Eliminate the in lieu fee (where owners could pay per tree if not replaced)
Guidance in the tree list for suitable species
Include approval of the tree list by City Council
Provide greater flexibility for correcting problem trees
Specify a more appropriate civil penalty for noncompliance.
Kampe also suggested a subcommittee be formed by the BNRC to draft revisions.

More tree lighting
Top, right, City Manager Tom Frutchey, 
Mayor Carmelita Garcia and Citizen Rich-
ard Stilwell enjoy the festivities. Folks came 
from near and far to hear music and later 
visit Santa at Chautauqua Hall.
Photos by Cameron Douglas.
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Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Avenue, 831-373-0431

First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Avenue, 831-373-0741

St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12th Street, 831-373-4441

Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues, 831-375-4311

Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Avenue, 831-647-1610

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church
146 8th Street, 831-655-4160

Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Avenue, 831-372-0363

First Church of God
1023 David Avenue, 831-372-5005

Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive, 831-375-2138

Church of Christ
176 Central Avenue, 831-375-3741

Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
804 Redwood Lane, 831-333-0636

Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th Street, 831-373-4705

Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Avenue, 831-375-7207

Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Avenue, 831-372-7818

Pacific Grove First United Methodist Church
915 Sunset Drive, 831-372-5875

Celtic Christmas with Molly's Revenge
A Celtic Christmas Celebration is set for Friday, December 11, 2009 @ 7:30p.m. 

at First United Methodist Church , Sunset Ave. at 17-Mile Dr., Pacific Grove.
An inspiring evening of music, song, and dance associated with the festive 

season. Internationally recognized Molly’s Revenge is a dynamic, acoustic Celtic band 
known for its classic combination of bagpipes, whistle, fiddle, and song set against a 
backdrop of guitar, bouzouki and mandola.  They are joined by Moira Smiley and The 
Rosemary Turco Irish Dancers. 

Tickets are $18.00 in advance, $20 at the door and are available at First United 
Methodist Church, Sunset Avenue at 17-Mile Drive; The Works, 667 Lighthouse 
Ave.; Bookmark Music, 307 Forest Ave.,  all in Pacific Grove or online at www.
mollysrevenge.com.

The Arts

Now Showing
Ongoing

Artisana Gallery
As Within, So Without: Feng Shui and the Poetry of Intention

Photography of Sandy Yagyu, Poetry of Donna Wobber
Leave a wish at the wishing tree.

Artisana Gallery, 309 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950, 831-655-9775 or 
artisanaonline.com

Pacific Grove Art Center
568 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove

Art Center Open Wednesday-Saturday 12-5 p.m.
Elmarie Dyke Gallery: “A Coastal View” by Cheryl Kampe

Photo Gallery: “Oil on Paper” by Douglas Collins
Louise Cardeiro Boyer Gallery: “Natural Hybrid”

Oil and watercolor paintings, Brian Kauppi
David Henry Gill Gallery, “The Patrons’ Show” annual fundraiser

MG By the Sea Gallery
MG Gallery specializes in cartoon heroes, science fiction, horror and nostalgia 

art from around the globe.  Michael Goodell recently opened at 170A Grand Avenue.

Opening 
Le Beau Soleil Gallery Holiday Exhibit 

“Small Wonders: Little Paintings by Local Artists”
Reception: Dec. 4, 5-8 p.m.

210 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove

Le Beau Soleil Gallery’s “Small Wonders” exhibit last year was very popular and 
is being brought back this year with new paintings by the Gallery’s 9 artists. All of the 
paintings in this show are 8”x10” or smaller. You are invited to celebrate art and the 
season Friday evening, December 4th, from 5 to 8pm for the artists’ reception.

Enjoy a beautiful collection of smaller, original oil paintings and photos by artists 
Carole Bestor, Jacque Colbert, June Levin, Skyler Lewis, Elizabeth Meyer, Barbara 
Norton, Kathy Sharpe, Sally Giddings Smith, and Murray Wagnon starting Friday 
December 4th and running until January 31. 

The Works
“Double Vision”

Solo exhibit by Maria Poroy
667 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove

Opens November 30 and runs through January 11, 2010
Images of life on the Monterey Peninsula from two viewpoints: realistic and 

expressive realism.
The artist will be in the gallery on December 6.

Ongoing Wednesdays
Figure Drawing

6-9 pm at Pacific Grove Art Center • Model fee: $10
Instructor 373-0886 

"Essence of France"
Oils Paintings on Canvas by Robert Lewis

GALLERY ELITE
on San Carlos between 5th and 6th Streets

directly across the street from the Hog's Breath
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Jon Guthrie

High Hats & Parasols
Pacific Grove news from 1909

Cedrick Hunter

Snipped from the station log
Salinas may lose 1906 football cup

Representatives of the high schools of the Coast Counties Athletic League met 
Saturday in the Grove for the league’s semi-annual conference.  All schools were present 
except Gilroy.  Pacific Grove was represented by W. Burbank.  Gorge Hilby and A. S. 
Bennett represented Monterey.

The legality of awarding the football cup for the season of 1906 to the Salinas 
eleven was discussed at length, but no decision was reached.  During the 1906 season, 
Salinas was the only school in the Coast Counties Athletic League to have a football 
team on the field.  The Salinas school claimed the championship on that basis, while 
doing only mediocre at playing against a few teams not a part of the league.

A decision concerning the championship will be rendered at the next meeting of 
the board, which will be held here on April 18th.

Assembly Ball a brilliant success
The second “Assembly Ball” of the Monterey Peninsula was presented by the 

Civic Club this past Saturday evening.  The site for the social event was the ballroom 
at the Pacific Grove Hotel.  Not only was the dance well attended, it was rumored to 
have been a huge, financial success.  Charles Stillman’s Orchestra provided music.  
Food was catered by the hotel dining staff.  Decorations were provided by a group of 
volunteers chaired by Miss Nate Holdren.

 The ball was attended by couples from Pacific Grove, Carmel, the Presidio, 
New Monterey, and Monterey.

New game birds for California
Chief Deputy Charles Vogelsong of the California Fish and Game Commission 

has returned from Washington where he attended a national meeting of the American 
Bird Breeder’s Association.

 Under instructions from California Commissioners Van Sickle and 
Birmingham, Mr. Vogelsong perfected arrangements so that he could introduce two 
new species of wild game bird.  One is the Hungarian partridge which, Vogelsong says, 
is a little larger than our local mountain quail, strong and hardy, and which flourishes 
near towns and cities.  Five hundred pairs of the partridges have been contracted for.  
Forty pairs are already placed in the mountains.

 The other game bird is the wild turkey.  Eggs of his bird are to be obtained 
from an Illinois game farm in the hopes of getting forty to fifty pairs of young wild 
turkeys.  Vogelson pointed out that wild turkeys are plentiful in Mexico and the southern 
portion of California, and that there is no reason for the birds not becoming plentiful 
in the northern-central parts of the state.

It was also announced that the commission has plans for the establishment of a wild 
game farm where, among other things, it will try to solve the problem of introducing 
different birds into California on a large scale.

Actress Mae Keane joins Hildreth Company
Theatre-goers around the Grove are quite familiar with the pretty and talented 

Miss Mae Keane, a thespian who often appears on area boards.  Miss Keane has been 
appearing with the Ed Redsorb Company, but has now disassociated from her former 
employer.

Miss Keane has accepted the position of leading lady for the Hildreth Company, 
associated with the Work Theatre. The Hildreth Company is composed of fifteen actors 
of great skill who are generally favorites of the entire Peninsula.  Many friends are 
certain to turn out for their performances.

Miss Keane will begin her tour with a seven-days run at the Work Theatre that will 
open February 1, 1907.  Rehearsal will begin immediately.

About town…
• Preparing for next year’s canning season?  Johnston Brothers is offering fruit 

jars, jar rubbers, and lids … all at reduced prices.
• The Superior Court, Judge C. B. Sargent, has appointed Mssr. Mervin Matthews 

and Mrs. Carolyn Feldman to serve as estate executors for the late J. R. Patrick.
• Mrs. T. Schuler left for Berkley on the morning train to enjoy a ten day visit 

with her daughter, Mrs. L. A. Mattes.
• Mrs. C. L. Look has moved into the Hart house, which is located on the corner 

of Lighthouse avenue and Nineteenth street.  Mrs. Look intends to spend several 
months in the Grove.

• Mssr. Arthur Englund has announced his candidacy for the position of Sheriff of 
Monterey County.

• Court Reporter Hawkins was in the Grove from Salinas last week.  Hawkins is 
working surreptitiously on some sort of report requested by the court.

Cost of Living…
• Genuine Oil of Pine in concentrated form is available at the Grove Pharmacy.  

$1.13 for an 8 oz. bottle.
• Grovians are to be reminded that they may transport hard liquor across the town 

line to be enjoyed at home.  Shaw’s Pure Malt Whiskey is available at Palace 
Drug Store in Monterey.  75¢ for a pocket-sized half-pint.

• White Star Bicycles with double-dropped tubing, your choice of red or blue.  
Male, $38.50; female, $45.00.  Available at Wright’s Hardware.

• Advance-purchase tickets, general admission, for Work’s Theater: 10¢, 25¢, 
35¢.

• Rummage through our wide selection of Civil War books.  Available for 
purchase from 25¢ to $1.50.  Visit the bookshelves at the White House.

Through Dec. 1, 2009

Loses equipment case
Jewell Park may have served as the site of a recent Pacific Grove 

seasonal event, but one individual lamented his bad luck there.  A complainant 
notified PGPD of a black, rolling case that had gone missing.  Inside the 
case were several pieces of equipment used in the tree-lighting ceremony.  
The complainant said that the missing gear also included microphones and 
cables.   He elected to notify PGPD in the hope that a Good Samaritan would 
turn in the case.

Suspicious person reported
A complainant telephoned PGPD to report suspicious activities on 

the part of an unidentified, white, adult male.  The man had been observed 
possibly following a juvenile female toward Forest Grove Elementary School.  
An officer was dispatched to check the area, but found nothing that could be 
reported.  Dispatch was notified.

 In violation of probation
PGPD was notified of a “theft in progress” at a specified address on Forest 

Avenue.  Upon arrival, an officer located a white, adult male who became 
a suspect.  During questioning, the man admitted to stealing a quantity of 
beer.  After he was photographed and fingerprinted, it was discovered that 
the suspect was on probation.  He was turned over to the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Lost her wallet
A complainant reported to PGPD that she had been sitting on a bench 

in the 400 block of Lighthouse Avenue.  Upon departing, the complainant 
left her wallet where she had been sitting.  Her report was turned in just in 
case the wallet shows up.

Ring deal proves fraudulent
The owner of a shop on Lighthouse Avenue called PGPD to report a 

fraudulent transaction.  An unknown male had entered the store and said 
that he wanted to purchase a ring priced at $5,571.75.  The subject paid for 
his purchase with a credit card, later discovered to have been stolen.  The 
suspect, however, caught a bad break.  His image was captured by a video 
surveillance camera.

Still registered as owner
The weapon was described as a Russian model M44, serial number 

M44088773, rifle 7.62X54 R caliber.  A bayonet had been attached to its 
barrel.  A complainant advised PGPD that he was in the process of collecting 
required information so that the rifle could be sold.  Before procedures could 
be completed, however, the prospective buyer killed himself.  The seller is 
now attempting to locate the weapon, but the dead man’s family does not 
know where it is.  The complainant wanted this fact to be on record because 
he is still registered as the gun’s owner.  He turned over to police a copy of 
the ATF sales form from Big 5 Sporting Goods.  

Where to live?
A female subject was ordered by the court to meet with her father to 

discuss where she should live.  She had lived with her father for five years, 
then her mom for three months, and then she was transferred to a program 
located in Sacramento.  Now the subject has been released from the program.  
At the meeting, the subject stated that she would prefer “to live in a rock” 
than return to her father.  She stated that she received less attention from 
her dad than her mother, and that her stepmom has called her names.  The 
approved solution was not noted in the PGPD report.

Wood chips are stolen
A resident, after deciding to cover his yard with wood chips, ordered 

the chips delivered to his home where they were heaped in two piles on the 
sidewalk beside his home.  Before the resident could move the chips to his 
yard, an unknown suspect was observed stealing chips and placing them in 
a vehicle preparatory to moving them.  PGPD advised the subject to hurry 
up and get the chips spread, or secure them beneath a tarp.

Home broken into
An unknown suspect(s) kicked in the kitchen door of a home on Spruce 

Avenue.  The home was then ransacked.  Several items, as yet not inventoried, 
were stolen.  There are no leads at this time.

Wants no contact
A female complainant contacted PGPD about a man with whom she had 

had an “on again, off again” relationship for the past three years.  Recently, 
the woman decided to really break up.  The man did not take the breakup 
with grace.  The man began contacting the woman in various ways, including 
showing up at her residence.  The woman said she didn’t think her ex would 
harm her in any way, but that he was making her uncomfortable.  She asked 
PGPD to contact the fellow and ask him to leave her alone.  An officer 
complied with her request, and the ex agreed to stop bothering the woman.

Private party turns bad
 An individual decided to host a party for a group of friends at an address 

near Country Club Gate.    The party had gotten underway when another 
group showed up.  This group was composed of juveniles.  When asked to 
leave, the juveniles became upset.  Two or three of them began throwing 
chairs around and creating a disturbance.  PGPD was summoned.  Upon 
officers arriving, the juveniles fled.  The officers chased after the group, but 
were unable to apprehend anyone.
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Marge Ann Jameson

Editorial

Sunday, December 13 

from 3:00 to 5:00 PM

Everything is on SALE during the Party

With great gifts for everyone on your list 

– not just the golfers

 

Plus there will be

Carolers to Hear

Beverages to Sip

Food to Munch

Games to Play

 

Don’t Miss the Holiday Fun at

the Pacific Grove Golf Shop

 

Located at 77 Asilomar Blvd

You’re Invited

 to Pacific Grove Golf Shop’s 

Holiday Party!

Holiday Parade of Lights
Winter Concerts &

AWARD WINNING PG HIGH SCHOOL MUSICIANS
AND THE PG MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSICIANS

WILL BE PERFORMING WINTER CONCERTS.

DEC. 3 PARADE OF LIGHTS, PGHS Marching Band
Location: PG DOWNTOWN, 6 PM

DEC. 10 PGHS CONCERT BAND, PGHS ORCHESTRA
Location: PG Performing Art Center, Free entrance
Time: 7:00 PM, -Raffle winners announced during the concert

Dec. 17 PGMS CONCERT BAND, PGMS ORCHESTRA,
JAZZ BAND, JAZZ COMBO & CHORUS
Location: PG Performing Art Center, Free entrance
Time: 6:30 PM

PG MUSIC RAFFLE FUNDRAISER

~ GRAND PRIZE: APPLE iBOOK LAPTOP ~
Tickets: $5 each ticket or 6 tickets for $25

Raffle tickets are available from PGMS and 
PGHS music students from Nov. 19 thru Dec. 10. 

There will be other prizes. 
The drawings will be held on Dec. 10 

at the PGHS Winter Concert. 
Need not be present to win. This raffle fundraiser is sponsored by the 

Pacific Grove Music Boosters, a 501 (c) non-profit organization. 
For info: 831-277-2553. 

Be discreet
The new atmosphere of cooperation and benevolence we have been enjoying in 

the city of Pacific Grove was bound to hit a few speed bumps along the way. City 
council meetings have been a lot less contentious and newcomers may wonder why 
there’s a police officer present at all.

But last Saturday the old nastiness reared its ugly head again, and while the 
situation was diffused, we are saddened that it happened.

The annual Monarch Madness event took place at the Museum. Volunteers, 
the Museum Board and staff worked long and hard to put it all together once again, 
especially in the shadow of the Mystery of the Missing Monarchs. A whopping 1,952 
people turned out, which included a large percentage of young children. It was the 
best turnout organizers had ever seen.

As has become customary for Family Fun Days, Museum Director Lori Mannel 
chose to make food available for purchase. As a mother of young children, she 
knows how difficult it can be to keep children in tow and get an easy lunch for them, 
a task made all the more difficult if they must leave an activity and be asked to sit 
still in a restaurant or, worse, stand in line to get into a restaurant at all. And Lori had 
at least 40 volunteers to feed, volunteers whose time was stretched to the limit by the 
record crowds. None of them actually got a lunch break and all ate on the run. 

Organizers chose to hire a hot dog cart for this event. Instead of relegating the 
hot dog cart to the newly replanted garden area and risk lines of children trampling 
the plants, she elected to put the hot dog cart outside by the steps of the Museum. It 
was set up near Sandy the Whale, more than 12 feet from the curb and well within 
the Museum’s property. Hundreds of children and their parents began lining up. 
children played on the whale, parents stood in line.

Someone didn’t like that. Someone complained to a local business organization. 
The head of the local business organization called their city council liaison. The city 
council liaison showed up and apparently asked the vendor for licenses. People in 
line heard it and a ripple went through the crowd that the hot dog stand was going 
to be shut down. Mothers and children came into the museum asking if there was 
anyplace in this town where children were welcome. “Kid friendly” is the term we 
heard from agitated mothers.

Lori is not naive: she has all the licenses and permits necessary and keeps on top 
of such things. Her staff member brought the city council liaison inside and showed 
the licenses there in the lobby, and things almost got back to normal. Lori did field 
three more phone calls from local restaurants, incensed because she was “selling 
food without a permit,” but the line outside repopulated and everyone went back to 
having a good time.

Except for those of us who are still upset about the incident.
We have since spoken with many witnesses, the city manager and with the 

police department, which is where the complaint should have gone in the first place. 
Our officers are trained in the Municipal Code and could have cited chapter and 
verse. (The 1952 ordinance, 16.40.220 to be exact, specifies that the entire city 
council must approve vendors on the streets, the sort we see at Good Old Days. Not 
sidewalks. Not City property.) More importantly, our police officers are trained in 
conflict resolution. And most importantly, the Museum did have a license.

On our way down to the Museum to enjoy Monarch Madness on that beautiful 
Saturday, we were so pleased to see people lined up outside our local restaurants and 
strolling up and down Lighthouse Avenue, window shopping and popping in and out 
of stores. There was an auction, and that always brings a lot of people downtown. 
But that hot dog cart incident cast a big cloud over our return trip.

We hope that if, in the future, anyone has a question about the legality of the 
actions of a fellow business, they will call the police department and will not spread 
rumors all over downtown. We hope that such inquiries can be made discreetly. 
And we hope that the atmosphere of cooperation will continue to spread and that 
everyone can feel happy for the success of everyone else.

And thank you, Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, for bringing more than 
1,950 people to Pacific Grove that day, and more than 50,000 during the year.

—Marge Ann Jameson
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Holiday Events in Pacific Grove
Monterey Peninsula Choral Society

Friday, Dec. 4, 6:30 PM                    
Canterbury Woods celebrates the warmth 

and gaiety of the season with “Neo Noel,” a 
delightful holiday program by the Monterey 
Peninsula Choral Society, on Friday, December 
4, starting at 6:30 p.m. Under the direction of 
Desma Johnson, the show ranges from gospel 
renditions to multi-cultural songs to Amy Grant’s 
“Breath of Heaven.”

the opportunity to develop their skills, and by 
presenting a variety of music rather than all 
classical pieces.

Please reserve your seats ahead of time 
by calling (831)657-4193. 

16th Annual
Stillwell’s Snow in the Park

Saturday, Dec. 5, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM                  
Caledonia Park in downtown PG behind the 
Post Office will be covered in a blanket of 
snow & decorated with twinkling lights.  Lots 
of wintry fun for all! Featuring Santa’s arrival 
on a shiny PG fire truck, Frosty the Snow-
man, Snow Queen, hayrides, petting zoo & 
lots of entertainment. More information: 831-
373-3304 or www.pacificgrove.org

Cedar Street Times was established 
September 1, 2008 and is published weekly at 
311A Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950. 
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper 
is printed on Friday and is available at various 
locations throughout the city as well as by 
e-mail subscription. Editor/Publisher: Marge 
Ann Jameson  News: Cameron Douglas • 
Joe Fabeets • Jon Guthrie • Dixie Layne 
Contributors: Betsy Slinkard Alexander • 
Catherine Badin • Guy Chaney Cedric Hunter 
• Neil Jameson • I. Ada Lott Photography: 
Cameron Douglas • Skyler Lewis • Nate 
Phillips • Catherine Badin Advertising Sales: 
Stacy Loving Distribution: Kristi Portwood 
831.324.4742 Voice 831.324.4745 Fax

It will be the Society’s second appearance 
at Canterbury Woods this year. The MPCS 
enriches community culture by offering a 
varied and well-performed repertoire of choral 
music. They differ from other local choruses by 
providing both novice and experienced singers 

Come to Downtown Pacific Grove

Original hand drawn Brass and Copper
Relief Drawings make great Holiday Gifts

LAM Designs
309 B Forest Avenue

Pacific Grove/831.261.3062

Happy Holidays

“something old. . .
something new”

566 Lighthouse Ave.

648-1420
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Try our Eggnog Latte!
PG Juice n Java

599 Lighthouse Ave. • 373-8652

Pacific Thai Cuisine
663 Lighthouse Avenue

646-8424

Warm
your
holidays
7 days  
a week!

GIFTS • BOOKS
TEA • COFFEE

667 Lighthouse Ave.
Pacific Grove
831-372-2242

BLESSINGS
BOUTIQUE

Blending
Creativity

Now open at
620 Lighthouse Ave.
Pacific Grove
831-641-0813

Times
NEWS

for Pacific Grove
831-324-4742

Happy Holidays
from all of us

A Christmas Living Nativity
December 18 – 20, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
The public is invited to experience a 

dramatic re-creation of the night Jesus Christ 
was born. Each evening, members of the 
Performing Arts Ministry from the First United 
Methodist Church will present “The Living 
Nativity”. You and your family are invited to join 
us inside the beautiful sanctuary of the church, 
known as the “Butterfly Church”, as shepherds, 
magi, and angels join together with Joseph and 
Mary, to worship the baby Jesus.  Located at the 
First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove, 
Sunset at 17-Mile Drive,  (831) 372-5875.

“The Living Nativity” is free of charge, 
although your gift is welcome to help offset the 
cost of the presentation.
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Visit these businesses
open on the night of
Friday, December 11!

Bring the family and enjoy
special offers as well as

Santa  Claus, music and fun!

ARTISANA GALLERY
Jewelry, Fine Art, Candles, 
Incense, Statuary, Gifts
309 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove
(831) 655-9775
$100 Gift Certificate Drawing!

Ocean Treasures Fine Jewelry
Jeweler on the premises • Repairs Welcome

216 Grand Avenue
Pacific Grove

831-375-7800
Come join us!
Open House

Dec. 5
10a-10p
30% Off   

All Merchandise

300 Grand Ave.
831-655-1677
impuzzledinpg.com
sybernanna1@sbcglobal.net

I’m Puzzled!

Open House!
Dec. 5-6

Jigsaw Puzzles
•

Game Accessories
•

Custom puzzles 
from your photo!

Holiday
Shopping

for the
Greener

Good
Beautiful

Affordable
Sustainable

223 Forest Ave. Pacific Grove
Across from Grove Market
831-324-4844
dressforchange.net

GLENN GOBEL CUSTOM FRAMES
. . .a perfect blend

of artistry and technology.
562 Lighthouse Avenue • 831.372.7766

Trotter’s
Antiques

Lighting your
Friday nights,
and every night 
of the year.
Merry
Christmas!

5990 Lighthouse Ave.
831-373-3505

SALE

NOT TO BE MISSED!
SPECIAL SALE ITEMS
5:00-9:00 PM
Dec. 11 Only

St. Vincent de Paul
Thrift Store
214 Forest Ave.
Pacific Grove

Boutique Shoes
551 Lighthouse 547 Lighthouse
Pacific Grove Pacific Grove

Store hours:
Mon.-Sat. 10-6
Sunday 11-4

Happy Holidays!!
In appreciation of  

your business all year,
we offer a 20% discount 

through 12/31/09

301 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
Also in Carmel • 649-3246

Will Sparks
Mission Santa Barbara

Happy Holidays!

Drawing • Refreshments • Join us!
Happy Holidays!

664 Lighthouse Avenue
831-375-4605

www.misstrawicks.com

Duke’s Place
Men’s Consignment Clothing & 

Small Home Furnishings
159 Fountain Ave., Pacific Grove

Open Tuesday, December 1st
11 am - 5 pm

Now accepting home furnishings by
emailing pics to

info@hauteresale.com
Or call 831-840-DUKE
Men’s clothing accepted on
Tuesday & Wednesdays only

at Haute Dame
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By Cameron Douglas

It’s been many moons since Cheryl Pottharst and John Troia walked 
together to attend classes at a brand-new Pacific Grove school in 1959. 
On November 30 of that year, Congress Avenue School officially opened 
its doors as a new, neighborhood elementary school. Mildred “Millie” 
Gehringer served as the school’s first principal. 

The school, located near the Rip Van Winkle Open Space, soon 
changed its name to Forest Grove School. Many of its students have 
become local success stories, including John Troia, who, along with his 
wife Pam, owns and operates Troia Distributors Inc. Police Chief Darius 
Engles also attended Forest Grove.

Monday, Nov. 30 marked 50 years of academic excellence for Forest 
Grove. At the ceremony that day, Principal Mariphil Romanow-Cole 
directed the children onto the front lawn and introduced the former 
students and teachers who had come to help celebrate. Those included 
PGUSD board member Jessie Bray, who once taught classes there. 
Helen Gehringer, daughter of Millie, cut the ribbon to commemorate the 
anniversary. Afterwards, the student body gathered on the playground 
for a special panoramic photo taken by Art Horning. Perhaps in another 
50 years, those kids will have a chance to come back as adults and greet 
another generation of lucky learners at this great school.

Forest Grove School celebrates 50 years

Below, left: John Troia and Cheryl Pottharst used to walk to school together in 1959. Cheryl is now PTA 
President. Center:  School Board member Jessie Bray (L) with Helen Gehringer, daughter of Millie Geh-
ringer. Helen had been invited to cut the ribbon at the 50th Anniversary ceremony. Millie Gehringer was 
the first principal at Forest Grove, originally called Congress Avenue School. Millie Gehringer is seen at 
her desk in the bottom photo. At right, school board members and other interested community members 
attended the ceremonies. Current photos by Cameron Douglas.

Above: Mrs. Hulbert’s 4th grade class, 1962. Vintage photos provided by 
Christine Gruber, who attended Forest Grove Elementary.
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By Joe Fabeets

Canterbury Woods states that since 2005 they have invested considerable time and 
money in three properties near the main campus at 651 Sinex Avenue. Their purpose is 
to follow “a model of retirement living,” which is based on current trends in senior care.

According to information from Canterbury Woods, their use permit for a 
“retirement home” at 651 Sinex Avenue is dated Oct. 6, 1963. Canterbury also owned 
and occupied the house at 612 Spazier. Several administrators and executive directors 
have lived there over the years, ending with the departure of Robert Butterfield in 2004.

Canterbury Woods offered a timeline of recent events. They claim that on Oct. 11, 
2005 their attorney met with the city attorney to be certain there were no city issues 
before acquiring a duplex at 872-874 19th Street. The city attorney gave no formal 
commitment, but “appeared to agree with CW’s position and CW never heard that he 
did not agree.” Canterbury claims the city approved permits, and Canterbury Woods 
purchased the 19th Street duplex in November 2005.   

Canterbury says they submitted plan checks and an application for a building 
permit in early 2006 for renovations at 612 Spazier. On Feb. 9, Canterbury Woods, 
the Community Development Director and the City of Pacific Grove Senior Planner 
met to discuss planned use. 

According to Canterbury’s account of that meeting, the Community Development 
Director and the Senior City Planner supported the concept of Canterbury residents 
occupying the house and required no change to the Use Permit. The Application for 
Building Permit was approved for 612 Spazier on March 16. The Application for 
Building Permit was approved for 872-874 19th Street on April 27, 2006. In the months 
that followed, the fire department and public works gave final approval for work at 
612 Spazier. 

On December 4, 2006 the City of Pacific Grove approved a Certificate of 
Occupancy for the house at 612 Spazier. A Certificate of Occupancy verifies that all 
work is in compliance with codes and that the approved plans were followed. The first 
Canterbury Woods resident moved into 612 Spazier two days later. 

Canterbury then turned its efforts toward the duplex on 19th, gaining a Certificate 
of Occupancy for that property on April 2, 2007. A Canterbury Woods resident moved 
in there on May 18, 2007. 

The following October, CW purchased another house at 664 Spazier. By the end 
of that month, “a few neighbors” had contacted the city with complaints of an illegal 
expansion by Canterbury Woods. According to Canterbury’s records, the city attorney 
and the community development director visited the retirement community on Oct. 
30, 2007. On January 23, 2008 a meeting was held at city hall with the interim city 
planner, chief planner, city manager, and an attorney for the complaining neighbors. 
Canterbury Woods claims they were promised a timely response from the chief planner 
regarding the outcome of the meeting.

Canterbury insists city staff promised a timely response from the Chief Planner. 
Nothing more was heard, though Canterbury made “numerous requests.” A new resident 
moved in at 872 19th Street in June 2008.

The chief planner served Canterbury with a Cease and Desist letter on Aug. 4, 
2008 citing “apparent violations of Use Permit 733.” Later, fines amounting to over 
$1,000,000 were mentioned for 11 zoning and use permit citations.

“We purchased houses and renovated them at a cost of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars,” said Canterbury Woods Executive Director Norma Brambilla. “We would 
never have made that investment if we were not confident the city approved of our 
actions.”

After requesting an administrative hearing, Canterbury was notified in January 
2009 that an Enforcement Hearing Panel would decide the matter. At that point, the 
panel had not heard any cases. Finally, one man from the panel was selected as a hearing 
officer. As of Nov. 2, 2009 a “record review” was underway.    

Canterbury maintains that its use of adjacent properties is not unlike what is 
occurring in other continuing care retirement communities. “Seniors are looking for 
this type of accommodation, with the assurance they will receive medical care and 
have their other needs met,” Brambilla said. “What we are doing requires no ground-
breaking construction, no lost trees, no extra parking, no water issues and doesn’t change 
the character of the neighborhood.” She added that in the 1990’s, the city informed 
Canterbury Woods it could not tear down houses to build more group quarters, and 
Canterbury has not done that.

By Marge Ann Jameson

Finding herself in the middle of a dispute among Canterbury Woods, the City of 
Pacific Grove and neighbors of Canterbury Woods’ properties on Spazier Avenue in 
Pacific Grove, Chief Planner Lynn Burgess has set forth a timeline of the dispute and 
presented the City’s point of view on the matter. What it boils down to, she says, is 
a question of whether Canterbury Woods has gone through the proper channels and 
obtained the correct permits for using residential properties it owns on Spazier Avenue, 
behind its campus at 651 Sinex Avenue in Pacific Grove, and on 19th Street, across the 
street from the campus. The City alleges:
1.)  Canterbury Woods retirement home business unlawfully expanded its operation 

into the neighboring single family residences
2.)  Neighbors objected and the City demanded repeatedly that the reitrement home 

business retreat to its legal boundaries on Sinex Avenue.
3.)  Canterbury woods, though it promised to do so, wilfully refused to adhere to 

City planning procedures.
4.)  The City has demanded that the facility comply with its zoning and planning 

laws or face substantial penalties and costs.

Canterbury Woods is a residential retirement facility which, since 1963, offers 
residents a variety of services under a “life contract.” Canterbury Woods is owned and 
operated by Episcopal Homes Foundation.  The zoning there is R-4, and the facility 
was constrained to property fronting Sinex and stretching from 19th Street to Forest 
Avenue. The property is designated “group quarters” and is considered suitable for this 
use in the General Plan. 

Some time prior to 2006, Canterbury Woods purchased a single family home at 612 
Spazier, which backs up to the Sinex property, and allowed the facility administrator to 
live there. He periodically received services of the sort offered to residents of Canterbury 
Woods, but was not under a “life contract.” When he retired, in 2004, Canterbury Woods 
remodeled the home and installed a walkway and gate from the rear of the premises to 
the Canterbury campus.

Around the same time, says Burgess, Canterbury Woods acquired a duplex at 
872-874 19th Street and by August, 2006, Canterbury Woods began to advertise the 
availability of off-campus units as part of the retirement home complex, which included 
the properties at 612 Spazier, 872 19th Street and 874 19th Street.

But the zoning there is R-1. The General Plan views these properties as residential, 
but not as suitable for use as a group property.

“This requires a use permit amendment,” said Burgess. “It’s not a City staff person’s 
decision to make.”

Was it an oversight on the part of a staff person not to issue permits or to fail to 
advise Canterbury of the need for permits?

“Probably not,” said Burgess. “This is Planning 101. No one staff person can do 
such a thing. They would have known that they would have to do it in writing.” No 
written records exist of any permissions or applications.

When neighbors began to complain about the use of the properties as part of the 
group home, the City began to look into the matter. Neighbors expressed concern about 
the potential impacts of commercial use, including the proliferation of off-campus 
housing, increased traffic and the changing of the character of a residential neighborhood. 
At some point a “tipping point” could be reached which would be felt throughout the city.

Some years previously, Canterbury Woods’ parent company had sued many of the 
neighbors seeking to remove certain deed restrictions, including the one that prohibits 
business operations in the Spazier subdivision. The suit was dropped and the company 
made promises not to expand into the residential neighborhoods without going through 
proper City channels.

In the fall of 2007, the CFO of Canterbury’s parent organization, Episcopal Homes 
Foundation and its chief Counsel met with neighbors and agreed that the facility had 
no right to use the properties without first seeking an amendment to its use permit. But 
no such permission was sought nor obtained. 

In December, 2007, the Interim Community Development Director sent a letter to 
the Director of Canterbury Woods explaining that the retirement home could not expand 
into the surrounding neighborhoods, but the facility did nothing to cease its operations.

By August, 2008 Lynn Burgess had become Chief Planner. She issued a cease and 
Desist Order to the facility stating that the expansion violated zoning provisions and 
gave them 60 days to cease the illegal operations.

The owner again failed to heed the Cease and Desist Order, so on September 11, 
2009, Chief Planner Burgess issued a Compliance Order demanding the expansion be 
abated and offered a hearing. The Compliance Order also outlined potential penalties 
and costs that could accrue should the owner fail to comply in a timely manner.

The matter is now headed to a hearing before the Administrative Enforcement 
Panel. A hearing officer has been chosen per the rules and procedures adopted by the 
City Council, and the hearing is set for January 7, 2010. 

“Canterbury Woods undoubtedly provides a good and valuable service to the 
community. However, it is a business and has come under pressure from its owners to 
expand its potential to accommodate more paying customers,” said Burgess. “It has 
done so without complying with the City’s rules and regulations and even after the city 
demanded in more and more serious vehicles, the property owner has simply defied the 
City and expanded as it deems fit.”

Canterbury Woods, it seems, could go through channels still, with requests for 
changes to the General Plan and zoning, followed by public hearings before the planning 
commission and then a request for use permits. “If they applied, we’d take it through 
the process,” said Burgess.

Canterbury Woods’s view What the City says

Pacific Grove vs. Canterbury Woods
A dispute over expansion of the retirement community known as Canterbury Woods has set the facility, its neighbors, the City of Pacific Grove and sympathizers on all three 
sides at odds with each other. The matter will come before the hitherto unused Administrative Enforcement Panel on January 7, 2010.

Left: The 651 Sinex entrance to Canterbury Woods’s campus. Photo by Cameron 
douglas
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By C.S. Badin
     

     As Marilyn Monroe once sang, “Diamonds are a girl’s best friend.”  And now 
that the Christmas Season is barreling down upon us, it’s time for those of you seeking 

the perfect gift for your sweethearts to realize one simple fact: Underneath that padded 
REI attire, your honey loves to wear jewelry!  And where else than in Pacific Grove can 
you find a plethora of jewelry shops each within walking distance from the other?  Unique 
in their individual ways, you’ll find some gems of a deal at one of these five locations:

Wells Jewelers, located at 549-1/2 Lighthouse Avenue in a Victorian storefront on the main drag, 
offers custom design restorations and repair; and they have beautiful estate jewelry for sale.  They’ll 
even replace your watch batteries.  Originally started by Richard Wells in 1936, Wells Jewelers is 
now run by Diane Reid who’s been in the jewelry business for more than 30 years, and who started 
working at Wells some 15 years ago. 

Diane grew up in Pacific Grove since the age of 2, and knew Richard Wells and his daughter 
Myrna. Says Diane, “My grandpa brought me in here when I was 7 for my very first locket.  It was 

a gold, heart-shaped locket 
with a diamond in the center 
and I still have it!”

A diminutive 4’11” and 
rather “elf like,” Wells fits in 
perfectly with her cozy shop 
and is only dwarfed by the 
hand-engraved, hand-etched 
1877 safe bought by Richard 
Wells which still serves 
as the store’s safe today.  
“The safe, made by Diebold 
Safe & Lock Company, was 
a working safe originally 
used in the Pacific Grove 
Post Office,” recalls Diane.  
“When they moved it to this 
store the whole town saw it as 
entertainment and everybody 
came out to watch!”

Hand-painted with a 
conglomerate of California 

mountain scenes, Diane is as proud of her antique safe as she is of her beautiful jewelry and her 
customers. 

“I love all my customers.  They mean a lot to me and they enrich my life.  I grew up here in PG., 
and you can’t ever make me leave!”

Wells Jewelers is open 12:30-5 p.m., Tuesday-Saturday.  Phone 831.875.8526.

A Niche In Tyme is owned and operated by Norfolk, VA transplant 
Chuck Long, who originally discovered Pacific Grove when he moved 
to the Monterey Bay area 18 years ago to attend the Naval Post Graduate 
School.  

After graduating, he was transferred back to Norfolk but once 
he retired from the Military he decided to move back to the area.  “I 
specifically wanted to move to Pacific Grove as it’s such a wonderful 
place to live and I feel safe here,” confides Chuck.

A Niche In Tyme predominately sells sterling silver and gold 
jewelry, new and estate pieces.  They don’t do any repairs, but they 
do buy silver and gold by weight, giving immediate cash payments.

Chuck stocks a limited supply of reasonably priced, loose 
semiprecious stones, including amethyst, citrine, peridot, blue sapphire, 
blue topaz and smoky quartz. He also showcases jewelry made by local 
artisans; plus, offers jewelry basics such as sterling silver bracelets 
and chains for those wishing to give a complete gift with a pendant.  
Sterling chain bracelets range from $14-$20; sterling necklaces range 
from $5-$30, based on lengths as well as current silver prices.

The bulk of pieces offered at A Niche In Tyme consists of beautiful 
and affordable semiprecious pendants, rings and earrings.  Pendants 
range in price based on gram weight and usually run from $15-$35.  Set 
in sterling silver, they offer a cost-effective as well as dazzling stocking 
stuffer or personal gift.

Some of the most exotic stones found at A Niche In Tyme are the 
sparkling, pale green amethyst pendants from India. There are also 
pendants fashioned from rich green malachite; soft pink rodochrosite; 
bright red carnelian; shimmering abalone shell; colorful agate; and blue 
chalcedony, made all the more unique as chalcedony is mentioned in 
the Bible as, “One of the Twelve Foundation Stones representing the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel.”

Jeff and MaryAnna Schumacher of Ocean Treasures Fine Jewelry have been in the jewelry 
business for over 30 years. They moved to Pacific Grove from Modesto seven years ago and were 
originally across the street from their current, more spacious storefront at 216 Grand in April, 2008.  

Walking into Ocean Treasures, which is housed in a late 1800s green Victorian, feels more 
like entering one’s own living room.  The large showroom gives off a warm, inviting feeling and is 
complimented by a comfortable couch, gas fireplace and wooden floors.  And one can’t help but be 
immediately put at ease when Jewelz, the store’s 6-year-old Lhasa Apso mascot, comes prancing 
up to arf “hello!”  “We’ve had Jewelz since she was a puppy,” says MaryAnna, “so she’s definitely 
become a part of the store experience.”  

Ocean Treasures prides itself on being a full service jewelry establishment  featuring custom design 
work in gold, silver and platinum (with the customer’s input), as well as manufactured pieces. They’ll 
also take in certain consignment items. In addition, Jeff and MaryAnna offer jewelry repair work done 
on the premises, including watch repair, watch battery replacement, bead restringing, and soldering.

States Jeff, “‘No Job Too Big Or Too Small’ we always say, because if it’s important to the 
customer, it’s important to us!”

“Yes,” chimes in MaryAnna.  “We treasure our customers.”
Speaking of which, in addition to their custom design work Ocean Treasures guarantees the 

quality of all manufactured pieces. Whether it be precious or semiprecious jewelry items, should a 
stone fall out it is always replaced, free of charge.

 On Friday, Dec. 5, Ocean Treasures will celecrate their 7th Annual Christmas Open House with 
a 30 percent discount on all items.  And for the kids, Jeff has already decorated his yearly “Christmas 
Village” scene in the main window, replete with twinkling lights and ice skaters twirling on ice.

Store Hours are: Tuesday-Saturday 10-6 p.m.  831.372.7800

Located at 588 Lighthouse Avenue near the corner of Forest, A 
Niche In Tyme is open Monday-Saturday, 10-6 p.m.; Sunday 12-5 p.m.; 
and closed Tuesdays.  831.643.9931.

Wells Jewelers A Niche in Tyme

Ocean Treasures Fine Jewelry

Just a stone’s throw away: PG’s jewelers
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Directly across the street from Ocean Treasures is Rare Earth Arts, a custom 
jewelry design gallery and workshop located at 213 Grand Avenue.

Owners/designers Robert Officer and Rebecca Rae specialize in individual custom 
design work and excel at metalsmithing and creating unique, one-of-a-kind pieces 
for their clientele. Casting exclusively in 100 percent post-consumer recycled metals 
and using both semiprecious and precious stones, they first approach their design 

with a sketch which 
is then followed up by 
a computer rendering.  
Clients are able to see 
the progress of their 
pieces and make any 
changes before the 
cast is made.

Rebecca studied 
sculpture and wood 
c a r v i n g  a t  t h e 
Corchoran School 
of Art in D.C.  Rob, 
a l s o  a  s c u l p t o r, 
has  a  keen mind 
for technological 
processes.  they met 
at the Gemological 
I n s t i t u t e  i n  S a n 
Diego. Says Rebecca, 
“We are both lifelong 
artists and designers, 
and jewelry making 
is the most practical 
application of our 
talents.”

“We saw an ad for retail space on craigslist and were drawn to the peaceful 
atmosphere of Pacific Grove.”  They have been in business for about four years.

Adds Rebecca, “PG was so cute, and it felt like the perfect place to de-stress 
from southern California.”

Being born and raised in the Pacific Rim has instilled in Rebecca the love of Asian-
themed designs.  “The fun part for me is designing,” she claims.Take for example the 
double digit ring, a thin band set with sapphires, diamonds, rubies or garnets.  Or, The 
Reflection Pendant and The Venus Pendant, where one central stone setting is used 
in a highly polished, concave surface, each piece reflecting an atmosphere of color 
which seems to cover the entire pendant.

Custom designed pieces can range from $1,000-$1,200, depending on whether 
clients bring in their own stone.  Clients can also supplement the price by bringing 
in gold to sell to the store.

And for those on a budget, Rare Earth also offers a very affordable designer line 
ranging from $50-$125, which include charming sterling silver starfish pendants and 
earrings, each inlaid with an ethically-sourced natural diamond in the center.  And 
for those water mammal lovers, Rebecca has designed and hand-carved a silver Fin 
Ring which sells for $50.

Rare Earth’s hours are Tuesday-Friday 10-5:30 p.m.; Saturday 11-5 p.m.  
831.373.53 00.  Website: www.RareEarthArts.com.

 Bijouterie Fine Jewelry is located 
at 170-C Grand Avenue just around 
the corner from AFRP. Owner/Artist 
Jacquelyn Gates has been in business for 
18 years in Pacific Grove and brings to 
her store a wonderful array of handmade 
jewelry and gift items from around the 
world.

Originally started as a co-venture 
with her daughter, Jacquelyn has gone on 
to make Bijouterie famous for specialty 
items from Italy, local artists’ pieces 
and charms.  Her miniature gift boxes 
have been a staple for years, as well as 
her stock of hand-blown glass candies 
from Murano, Italy (5 pieces for $20). 
Jacqueline’s sterling and gold charms 
and bracelets have become one of 
Bijouterie’s mainstay gift items.  

States Jacquelyn, “I run a very 
service-oriented business.  I’m different 
from a big chain store because I offer 
personalized assistance, even if it means 
directing my clients to other stores if I 
know they carry what they’re looking 
for.”  

And if you’re in the market for 
sterling silver, you’ve found the right 
place.  Silver heart lockets range in price 
based on inner panels and size ($15-
$175); silver bracelets go for $20 up to 
$60; and unique charm pins cost $75 
(with 5-7 charms). There are whimsical 
silver reproduction boxes of old English 

Small Business Websites
PROFESSIONAL, PERSONAL, ECONOMICAL, EASY.

PacificGroveWebsites.com
info@pacificgrovewebsites.com

POSTCARD DESIGN
AND PRINTING

FOR YOUR SALES AND MARKETING
View examples at

www.pacificgrovewebsites.com/postcards.html
INFO@PACIFICGROVEWEBSITES.COM

Greg’s Gardening Service
Reliable Lawn & Garden Mainte-

nance
Free  Estimates/Reasonable Rates

fenton.gj@gmail.com

SERVICEAt Your
Self-PubliShing ServiceS

Free consultation • 27 Years Experience
All types of books • Consulting & development

Patricia Hamilton, Publisher • 831-649-6640
publishingbiz@sbcglobal.net • www.ParkPlacePublications.

com

Now is not the time to cut your advertising budget.

If the pie is shrinking, you may have to work more creatively to get your piece.

Experts say the worst time to cut back on advertising is when the economy is slow. If customers don’t see or hear 
a business’s name as frequently as they did in the past, they question whether it’s still as stable as it had been. A 
business that doesn’t maintain the same amount of advertising in difficult times as it did when the economy was in 
full swing can give the impression that it’s suffering more than it really may be.

Or maybe it’s the perfect time
to cut your advertising budget.

Call us.  We’re all about Pacific Grove.
Ask for Stacy 831-324-4742 or cedarstreettimes@gmail.com.

match safes made in solid sterling in the 
shapes of animal figurines ($200); heavy 
sterling silver necklaces with matching 
bracelets from Italy; and a to-die-for solid 
sterling bracelet from Mexico sporting 
multiples of Picasso’s face in profile.  The 
jewelry in Bijouterie runs from the simple 
chain to the elaborate.

Jacquelyn also custom designs and re-
designs jewelry using old bracelets which 
she then refashions into more modern-
looking ones for her vast display of 
charms. In addition, she’ll redesign family 
heirlooms so folks can pass down jewelry 
to their grandchildren using charms from 
their old bracelets.

“Personal service is of most importance 
to me,” she states. “I’ve met clients from 
around the world in my store.  People do 
like to poke around here in P.G.!”

Bijouterie is open Tuesday-Saturday, 
12-5pm.  831.372.0615

So, now that you’ve got the lowdown 
on some of the most charming jewelry 
establishments found here in Pacific 
Grove, put your walking boots on.  ‘Cause 
that special gift you’re looking for is just 
a stone’s throw away!

Story & photos copyright 2009
by C.S. Badin     
831.644.0451     

Rare Earth Arts Bijouterie
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More than 1,950 people of all ages came to the Pa-
cific Grove Museum on Saturday, Nov. 27 to celebrate 
Monarch butterflies. It was a record turnout, and the 
Sanctuary reported record crowds as well. They posed 
for pictures, sang songs, participated in all types of 
Monarch crafts from pipe cleaner caterpillars to but-
terfly cutouts. They came to learn about milkweed from 
Doug Michel, pictured on the opposite page, second 
from the top in the second column. They came to learn 
all about butterfly anatomy from the Museum’s Annie 
Holdren,  opposite page, second from the top: “This is 
my proboscis, with which I eat. My eyes are compound 
eyes...” And the noses on her antennae? That was to 
emphasize that butterflies smell with their antennae. 
There were stories to hear and tons of information from 
docents such as Marc Rush opposite page, bottom 
photo, who is pictured with Sharon Blaziek. Accord-
ing to Marc, Sharon has been a driving force behind 
the Monarch Madness celebrations over the past four 
years. 

This page, top: Dr. Francis Villablanca, the biologist 
from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo who is our Monarch 
Alert science advisor, converses with Museum Director 
Lori Mannel. Monarch Alert is an 8 year-old program 
which monitors butterfly migrations and populations 
between Monterey and SLO countieslies  At right, a tent 
holds domestic butterflies, along with their lunch, a bou-
quet of flowers. Bottom left, Monarch benefactor Helen 
Johnson with Dr. Villablanca.

Photos by Cameron Douglas
except as noted

Photo by Tony Prock

MAD
about
Monarchs
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“We could polish this beginning forever, then the rest of the piece would suck, huh?”

“That sounds a little like a random noise generator.”

“The bassoons were dissatisfied with my tempo and decided to go even slower.”

“Let me hear da dat bah dah dat da beedabop. . .”

“Feel that competent! You’re sculpting with marble, not Jell-O!”

“Trumpets! I’m getting some of that morkness here.”

“Crisp exclamation points! Dat! Dat! Dat!”

“You can’t just choose whatever notes you want, guys.”

“I know it’s hard. But I don’t care. (heh-heh-heh)”

[to a student who could play his solo through and admitted he hadn’t practiced] “Take your pencil and write “solo” 
right there. Then write, “Practice, Brad!” Then write, “Fear Hoffman!”

“No matter what volume the rest of us play, he’s at fortissimo.”

By Marge Ann Jameson

Standing in the corner of the multi-purpose room, one can feel the snares and tom-toms, the tubas and French 
horns right down to the sternum. Clarinets, flutes and xylophones round out the upper register and there’s a thrilling 
anticipation of what is to come. And in front of them, waving his baton, hearing every single note from every single 
instrument and pulling tremendous performances out of his students, is David Hoffman.

Music instructor David Hoffman wants all of Pacific Grove to experience the high school band and orchestra 
at the upcoming season concert. “The parade is great,” he said, referring to the annual Parade of Lights. “But it’s 
outside. Outside there’s no power. Inside it’s another story.”

 “It’s a night out on the town for free!” he says. There is no admission for the concert, set for Thursday, Dec. 
10 at 7:00 p.m. at the Performing Arts Center at the Middle School.

Hoffman is justly proud of his students, particularly the band. “They went from the Shoe Game to the concert 
to the Parade of Lights in just two weeks,” he said. “They have a game every two weeks all during the fall.”

Hoffman obviously loves his job. The hardest part, he feels, is choosing the music they’ll play, not eliciting a 
performance from the band members.

He sets the bar pretty high for the students, regardless of their level of experience. “I want to challenge them,” 
he says, emphasizing his words with his baton.

He says he not only wants to inspire the students, he wants to entertain the audience. But at the same time he 
wants the students to enjoy music, and hopefully continue after they graduate from high school. “These kids are 
great,” he says. “The ones that work hard are amazing.”

He hopes to see more of the community at the concert, not just parents. “They will be really surprised at the 
quality. I guarantee a wonderful night.”

Winter Concerts at PG Performing Arts Center
PGHS Concert Band and PGHS Orchestra
Dec. 10, 7:00 p.m.
PGMS Concert Band, PGMS Orchestra
Jazz Band,  Jazz Combo & Chorus
PG Performing Arts Center
Dec. 17, 6:30 p.m.
Free admission to both concerts

‘These kids are great!’
And so is their music director

PGHS Band photos above by Nate Philips
PGHS Orchestra photos below by Skyler Lewis

At practice for Winter Concert
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Tickets left for Patrons’ Show
The 2009 “Patrons’ Show” fundraiser is on exhibit now through Sunday, 

December 13 at the Pacific Grove Art Center, 568 Lighthouse Avenue. Supporting 
artists and patrons have donated 139 original pieces of art, with 139 tickets 
available. The public is invited to view these pieces for a prize drawing. Each ticket 
holder is a winner. There is a limit of 2 tickets per person at $50 for members and 
$65 for non-members by cash or check only. The PG Art Center is open Wed.-Sat. 
12-5 and Sundays 1-4. The drawing will be held on Dec. 13 at 2 p.m. Call (831)375-
2208 or log on to : www.pgartcenter.org 

Back in the 1800’s, when great-great-
great grandfather Jameson got himself 
buried in a gold mine in Murphys, the rest 
of the family trekked down to Hollister and 
went into the ranching business. There were 
a lot of cattle running around and pears to 
be picked, but over the eons the family did 
what families do and the land was mostly 
sold off. The daughters married sea captains 
and Irish tenors, grandchildren became 
judges and school teachers, and the family 
grew. At some point, one even married 
a lighthouse keeper and spent 12 lonely, 
cold years at Pt. Pinos before retiring to 
Willow Glen.

Today, there are only a few acres left 
and I’m so busy trying to untangle the 
family tree that I lease the land out to an 
apricot grower. Every year, about this time, 
he sends me a gift of apricots: dried, made 
into jams, dipped in chocolate.  The gift 
never lasts until Christmas.

Many teenagers of my generation in 
the Santa Clara Valley and San Benito 
County got their first job either picking 
prunes or cutting ‘cots. Marge Ann can tell 
you about standing on a fruit box, cutting 
apricots along the “seam” and flipping out 
the pit, then laying them in endless rows to 
be dried. She would have orange thumbs 
by lunchtime. Paid by the tray, it was back-
breaking and not very lucrative but a good 
incentive to go to college. Me, I was big 
enough that I got to drive the tractor up 
and down the rows and pick up the boxes 
of prunes. From tractors to fire engines was 
an easy leap.

You’d think after that we’d never want 
to see another apricot or prune, but not so. 
This year my apricot-grower tenant sent 
me recipes, too, and I couldn’t wait to try 
them out. 

Neil Jameson

The Retired 
Firehouse Cook

Free gift books for military
Gwyn Weger, author of East Garrison, has come up with a unique way to say 

“Happy Holidays” and “thanks” to members of the military serving overseas.
For each copy of East Garrison sold between now and the first of the year, Weger 

promises to donate an additional copy.  The donated book, bearing a “thank you” 
message and the name of the purchaser (if desired), will be dispatched to a member 
of the armed forces.

East Garrison, which uses the East Garrison location of the former Fort Ord as a 
setting, also employs in its list of characters a bewildered veteran mislaid by society.  
Shortly after the book’s recent release, Jon Guthrie—a journalist who once served as 
a soldier stationed at Fort Ord—favorably reviewed the book for Cedar Street Times. 
One of the most interesting facets of the book comes from Weger’s weaving the story 
of a Fort Ord mountain lion into the plot.

Weger is well acquainted with both the military and East Garrison. As well as 
writing, she works as an editor for the United States Department of Defense facility 
now headquartered at the former Army post in what served as a military hospital. 

Those who wish to participate in the “support a trooper” project should send a check 
totaling $13.95 per book to G.M. Weger P.O. Box 1841 Salinas, CA 93902.  Your copy 
will be returned to you and the gift copy will be sent to a military recipient Participants 
with a specific trooper in mind should be certain to include that individual’s name and 
address.  “Bear in mind that East Garrison also makes an ideal gift for individuals not 
serving overseas,” said Weger.

Fruit breads for the season

Apple Oat Muffins with Apricots 
and Walnuts

(Two muffin tins)

1 c. flour
2/3 c. quick oats
½ c brown sugar
2 tsp baking powder
1.5 tsp. cinnamon
¼ tsp. salt
1.5 c. buttermilk
3 Tbsp. butter, melted
1 egg
1 tsp. imitation maple flavor
1 large Granny Smith apples peeled, cored 
and chopped
¼ c. chopped walnuts
2 c. dried apricots, diced 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Combine 
all the dry ingredients in a small bowl and 
set aside. In a large bowl, whisk together 
the buttermilk, butter, maple flavor. Stir in 
the dry ingredients, then the apple, walnuts 
and dried apricots. Stir just enough to 
combine. Spoon into greased or paper-
lined muffin tins. Bake for 18-20 minutes 
or until a toothpick comes out clean.

Apricot Pecan Bread
2 c. all-purpose flour
¼ c. sugar
1 tsp. salt
¼ tsp. baking powder
1 egg, slightly beaten
1 c. orange juice
3 Tbsp. butter, melted
1 c. chopped pecans
½ c. dried apricots, finely chopped

In a large bowl. Combine the flour, 
sugar, baking soda, salt and baking 
powder. In another bowl, combine the 
egg, orange juice and butter. Stir the wet 
ingredients into the dry ingredients and 
stir just enough to combine. Fold in the 
apricots and pecans.

Pour into a greased 9x5x3 loaf pan. 
Bake at 325 for 50-60 minutes or until a 
toothpick comes out clean. Cool for 10 
minutes before turning out onto a rack.

I used to make zucchini bread and 
banana bread at the firehouse. The guys 
loved it, because there were no children 
around that they had to share the beaters 
with. Spread with cream cheese, the breads 
never lasted until the end of the shift.

I have had a recipe from the Maui Inn 
for banana bread for more than 40 years. 
Who knows if the Maui Inn still exists as 
it did when I was on my way home from 
serving Uncle Sam and stopped over in 
Hawaii? I used that recipe for years, but 
now that I want to share it with you, do you 
think I could find it? No. But through the 
miracle of the Internet, I found a similar 
recipe from the Sheraton Hotel on Maui, 
so here it is:

Macadamia Nut Pineapple
Banana Bread

½ cup water
1 ½ cup sugar
3 eggs
1 ¼ cup oil
1 ¾ cup flour
1 ¼ cup ripe banana, mashed
¼ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. baking soda
½ cup macadamia nut, chopped
1 ¼ cup crushed pineapple (well  drained)

Mix oil and sugar together thoroughly. 
Add bananas, eggs, and water.

Sift dry ingredients and blend into 
mixture; DO NOT over mix.

Dust macadamia nuts with flour.
Fold dusted macadamia nut and 

pineapples into mixture.
Lightly grease and paper line (if 

desired) loaf pans.
Pour batter into loaf pans. Bake at 350 

degrees for 1 hour or until firm.
Yields 3 mini loaves.

The late Ms. Whitney Latham-Lecich left a home in the Retreat area of 
Pacific Grove to the City, along with some money for its upkeep, with the 
proviso that it be used to promote poetry within the city. The two-bedroom, 
two-bath historic cottage has been remodeled and modernized and is now 
ready to rent.

The Cultural Arts Commission has worked for months, supervising the 
remodeling of the cottage and establishing criteria for the choice of a Poet-in-
Residence. 

The cottage will rent for a reduced rent of $900 per month, plus utilities 
and in return the Poet-in-Residence will cooperate with the Cultural Arts 
Commission in developing poetry events in the city.

Prospective applicants may qualify as poets by evidence of one or more 
of the following:
 1. Being a published poet.
 2. Having taken coursework significantly related to the study, writing 

and teaching of poetry.
 3. Having led workshops or taught courses related to the study, writing 

and/or teaching of poetry.
 4. Being qualified to teach poetry.

In addition, the  successful applicant must have experience producing 
events.

Applications will be accepted from January 1-31, 2010. An application is 
available online at http://www.ci.pg.ca.us or may be picked up at the Pacific 
Grove Library, 550 Central Avenue, or at City Hall, 300 Forest Avenue. 

For more information, contact the Housing division at City Hall, 831-
648-3199 or email housing@ci.pg.ca.us.

Poet’s Perch ready
for occupancy
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E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Green Way To Get Your Local News

Send your name and e-mail address to: SUBSCRIBE@CEDARSTREETTIMES.COM
We’ll get you signed up, and you can opt out at any time. But why would you want to do that?

Newspaper is, in its generic form, recycled. It is 
typically made up of the “dregs” of other types 
of paper manufacturing, which is why it’s com-
paratively flimsy and not very white. In addi-
tion, newspaper itself is recyclable, helping to 
“close the loop” of manufacture, consumer use, 
and recycling.

We’re please to report that Cedar Street Times is 
printed on 45% post-consumer recycled paper 
and only soy-based ink is used. We pick up the 
paper in a gas-saving vehicle and deliver it by 
hand and by mail as much as we can. But we 
know we can do more.

Not only will you receive your issue on press 
day, but you won’t have to look for it at your 
favorite outlet, only to find it’s all gone.

And you won’t even have to think about recy-

cling it. If your child’s picture is in the paper, you can 
easily forward it to Grandma. You can archive the is-
sues for future reference. You can print out only arti-
cles that are important to you. And save a tree or two.

So tell Polly the Parrot she’ll have to get her cage liner 
elsewhere. Wrap your fish in something else. Send us 
your email address and we’ll send you the paper every 
week. Free.  Or you can always find the current issue 
and all of our archived back issues on our website at  
www.cedarstreettimes.com.

Weekly Monarch Count
Last season, we were pleased to give a weekly update on Monarch counts in the local Sanctuary. This year, because of 
what some might term an emergency situation, we thought it would be intresting to include counts from other butterfly 
overwintering sites nearby for the sake of comparison. Counts are done by trained volunteers and  by Jaime Miller 
and Jaime George of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. Comments below are by Jaime Miller.

 
For Monterey County:
Pacific Grove Butterfly Sanctuary: 781 (11/25), 793 
(11/29)
George Washington Park: none found (11/28)
Point Lobos State Park: 6 (11/29)
Palo Colorado: not surveyed (11/28-30)
Andrew Molera State Park: 155 (11/29)
Sycamore Canyon: none found (11/29) 
Private Property, Big Sur: 3,671 (11/30)
Prewitt Creek: not surveyed (11/28-30)
Plaskett Creek: 110 (11/30)
Total: 4,735 (11/28-30)

 The Monterey County surveys were done on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, November 28, 29, and 30. 
The weather was crisp and clear with light winds, and the 
temperature stayed around 50-60F. There has been little 
change in my estimates from prior weeks. I have increased 
my initial exploratory time in order to locate the smaller, 
more difficult clusters, but I've had little success. 

For San Luis Obispo County:
Morro Bay Golf Course: 3,720 (11/22), 3,494 (11/29)
Los Osos Monarch Lane: 175 (11/22), 231 (11/29)
San Luis Obispo Bowden Estates: none found (11/22), 
5 (11/29)
San Luis Obispo Cemetery: 301 (11/22), 538 (11/29)
Oceano Campground: 1,052 (11/22), 1,290 (12/1)
Pismo Beach State Park North Campground: 6,470 

(11/21), 8,356 (12/1)
Halcyon Hill: 1,576 (11/21), 583 (12/1)
Grover Beach, Pike Street: 342 (11/22), 249 (12/1)
Total: 13,636 (11/21-22), 14,746 (11/29-12/1)

Counts were taken before Thanksgiving and again 
this week. The weather has cooled off with temperatures 
staying lower this week (40's-low 60's) and light winds. 
The estimates have been increasing for most sites within 
SLO County. With some help, I have found the clusters 
at the cemetery and Oceano but I'm still searching for 
clusters at Bowden Estates, although fliers and sunners 
have been spotted. My favorite site to count has been 
Pismo as I get to talk with so many visitors, docents and 
butterfly fanatics. If you see me (SLO Jaime) in the grove, 
please come say hi!

 
Jamie Miller is holding a Counting Workshop on 

Saturday December 5, 7:30-10am at the Pacific Grove 
Monarch Sanctuary. We are both also still looking for 
volunteers to help with weekly counts and helpers for 
Thanksgiving counts. Please email either of us if you are 
interested in helping out!

 
Jamie Miller                     and           Jaime George 
calpolyio@gmail.com                       jaime.t.george@

gmail.com
Monterey County                             San Luis Obispo 

County


