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Looking out for Monarchs - Page 6 Mardi Gras fun - Page 9

Sat., March 19
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

“Problem Solving through Poetry”
Poet- in-Residence
Poetry Workshop

Dr. Barbara Mossberg
PG Public Library

$15
648-5760

LMaddale@pacificgrove.lib.ca.us
•

March 19 & 20
11-4pm

Grand Opening AFRP New Cat 
Adoption Center Location

Pet Food Express - Carmel 
Crossroads

See BLIGHT Page 2

Ongoing Mondays
Certified Farmers Market

4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove

 For Info: 831-384-6961
Free

•

Lurking - Page 16

See BALL PARK Page 8

By Marge Ann Jameson

The state of California recently enacted a law that allows cities 
to impose fines of up to $1000 per day on the owners of abandoned 
properties that are left to deteriorate, and, further, allows local 
jurisdictions to pass their own ordinances if they so choose. The 
state law is aimed primarily at the owners, commonly banks and 
mortgage lenders, of properties which have gone into foreclosure. 
The borrowers on the foreclosed loans abandon the property, usu-
ally having been forced to move by the lender, and the property is 
left unattended and vacant for months. These properties, without 
maintenance, can “discourage potential buyers of nearby proper-
ties” and eventually devalue and destabilize entire neighborhoods, 
in the opinion of a City of Pacific Grove staff report.

Pacific Grove has certainly seen its share of such properties. 
While not all foreclosed properties fall into the category of “blight,” 
there are some 100 homes in the city which are at some stage of 

“Blight ordinance” hitting the books

This single-family home near the high school was foreclosed 
upon and left to decay. Eventually, the fence fell down as shown 
above and photographed little more than a year ago. Today, it 
has been rehabilitated and is listed for sale. Staff photo.

Shetland Division, Team Diamond Jaxx lines up at their opening T-Ball game at the municipal ball park. More photos on page 
8.  (Photo courtesy Angela Coatu. Her son, Nico Coatu, is on the team).

Open it and they will come

By Marge Ann Jameson

Almost 20 years ago, when the 
Pacific Grove Municipal Ballpark Master 
Plan was adopted, there was extensive 

community involvement in its development. 
A framework for operating rules allowed 
community use by youth and adult organized 
baseball and softball teams was established 
by the Planning Commission and Recreation 
Commission and adopted by the City Coun-
cil in 1992. 

At that time, adult league use of the 
park, located at the junction of 17 Mile 
Drive, Short Street and Pico Avenue was 
the primary concern of neighbors but 

•
March 23

3:45 p.m.
Storyteller Bob Kanegis

The program is free
Ages 4 through 9

648-5760
•

Fri. March 25
7 PM

Sat. March 26
3 PM and 7 PM

Sun. March 27
2 PM

Guys & Dolls
PG Middle School

$7 Adults, $5 Children

Sunday March 27
Great Taste of PG
$50 over 21 only

Inn at Spanish Bay
831-642-4943

•
Sat. April 2

5:30 PM
A Celebration of
Child Advocacy

fund-raiser for CASA
Cuban inspired dinner

auction and raffle
$225 per person
831-455-6800

•
Saturday, April 9
 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Sunday, April 10

 11:00 AM
The Good Old Days Heritage 

Building Walking Tour
1-hour docent-led tour

Sign up at Good Old Days at 
the Heritage Society booth 

across from Bank of America
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Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Guy Chaney

Week ending 03/16/11 .................................... .18
Total for the season .................................... 16.44
To date last year (2010) .............................. 17.90
Wettest year ............................................................ 47.15
during rain year 7/1/97-6/30/98*
Driest year ................................................................. 9.87
during rain year 7/1/75-6/30/76*
High this past week .....................................................65°
Low this past week ......................................................43°
*Data from http://www.weather.nps.navy.mil/renard.wx/

the foreclosure process and could easily fall into decay.
The City Attorney’s office recommended that a first reading of an ordinance which 

would enable the city to pursue property maintenance and security enforcement by 
registering and monitoring the properties. It does not contain a sunset provision.

Under the program, mortgage lenders would be required to inspect properties in 
default and confirm vacancy. If the property is vacant, the lender will be required to 
register the property with the city and immediately begin to secure and maintain the 
property to “neighborhood standard.” The ordinance looks for evidence of occupancy 
to include locks and security; active utility services; upkeep of landscaping; absence of 
mail, flyers, newspapers or debris; presence of window coverings and furnishings; and 
statements of neighbors, passers-by, and others that the property is legally occupied if 
contact cannot be made with actual occupants.

The city also seeks to discourage “access by unauthorized  persons,” meaning 
vandals, campers, drug houses, and party-goers.

The program should be cost-neutral, according to the City Attorney’s office, as the 
city would set a registration fee to defray the cost of enforcement. Enforcement would 
likely be by the Code Compliance Officer of Pacific Grove.

The City Council approved the first reading and, with a couple of minor clarifica-
tions, the second reading will be scheduled.

pBLIGHT From Page 1

	  

Storyteller at the PG Library
The Pacific Grove Public Library presents Storyteller Bob Kanegis on Wednesday, 

March 23, at 3:45 p.m. The program is free and recommended for ages 4 through 9.  
For more information, call Lisa Maddalena at 648-5760.

Carol Genrich, CPA 
(831) 649-1040 

carol@genrichcpa.com 

You need a qualified CPA who can help you deal 
with the new tax laws, as well as help you keep 
the proper records that substantiate all of your 
allowable deductions.  I help keep you out of 
trouble before you get into it, as well as deal 

with problems after they occur.                                               
Call or  e-mail for a  FREE Initial Appointment!   

516 Forest Ave., Ste 150 

Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

Taxes!
Peace of Mind 

The Personal Touch 

www.carolgenrichcpa.com 

The tsunami on March 11 was a bit 
of a non-event for Pacific Grove, though it 
caused millions of dollars worth of damage 
at the Santa Cruz Yacht Harbor, and farther 
north in Crescent City. One man was swept 
out to sea and drowned. Pacific Grove 
police and firefighters were prepared and 
had closed Ocean View Blvd. to traffic, but 
as 5:45 p.m. came and went, it appeared 
that the wind-driven waves we’re used to 
were stronger than the predicted tsunami.

But what if it had been stronger, or 
had been generated closer to home? Would 
you have known about it in time to evacu-
ate yourself and your family?

Thousands of local people were 
notified  by telephone by AlertMon-
tereyCounty, a system managed by the 
Monterey County Emergency Commu-
nications Department in partnership with 
all of the cities in Monterey County and 

California state University Monterey Bay. 
The 9-1-1 database is used to call and 
deliver a recorded message to all landline 
phone numbers, listed and unlisted, in the 
geographic area that could be affected by 
an emergency or disaster. It’s also TTY/
TDD capable.

But what if you, like many residents, 
don’t have a land line? Many are opting 
out of regular phone service and are using 
cell or VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol) 
service exclusively.

Or what if you have a cordless phone 
and the power goes out? What if tele-
phone poles are knocked out or the cable 
is broken?

You can register your cell or VoIP 
phone, or even an email address, and re-
ceive the same message. The message will 
be delivered if the address associated with 
it is impacted by the emergency situation. 

All you need to do is to register online at 
www.alertmontereycounty.org.

Twenty First Century Communica-
tions, Inc. is the contractor which provides 
the service, along with County Emergency 
Communications Department, which oper-
ates the consolidated 911 Dispatch Center, 
and the County Office of Emergency Ser-
vices. County OES assumes the primary 
responsibility for coordination of response 
and information in wide area disasters. The 
data is held private and is only used for 
delivering emergency messages. 

If they get a busy signal or call waiting 
or if no one answers, the call will usually 
be repeated two or three times. If a mes-
sage recorder answers, a message will be 
left on the device.

Emergencies which may trigger the 
system include, in addition to tsunami, 
evacuations due to wildfires or flooding, 
weather-related disasters such as mud 
slides and winter storms, wide area power 
blackouts, toxic chemical spills or release 
of gas/pesticide, urgent law enforcement 
operations such as terrorism, and missing 
persons or kidnapped children. Public 
health and safety related messages may 
be sent during or after an emergency 
event to keep you informed of important 
information.

Cedar Street Times
needs an ad rep!

Full-or part-time
This commission-only job has 
no limits. We need a team 
player willing to work their 
way up. Generous commis-
sions! Knowledge of Pacific 
Grove and Sales Experience 
helpful. Leads, back-up, and 
tons of encouragement  
offered.
Join the team at Pacific 
Grove’s up-and-coming 

NEWSpaper!
Call Marge Ann at

831-324-4742
Weekly newspapers are 
the only growing niche 

print news media!



Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated 
a legal newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 
2010. It is published weekly at 311A Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday 
and is available at various locations throughout the city as well as by e-mail 
subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson 
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Cop log
Marge Ann JamesonPGHS Young Writers’ Club

Young Writers’ Corner

The Pacific Grove Public Library presents a poetry workshop by Pacific Grove’s 
Poet-in Residence, Dr. Barbara Mossberg on Saturday, March 19, from 9 to 12 noon.  
The title of the workshop is “Problem Solving through Poetry —how the process of 
writing poetry can rouse creative solutions for personal challenges.”  Workshop in-
cludes reading and discussion of Mossberg’s poetic strategies for resilience, including 
creative solutions, new optimism, and possibilities for life challenge. Dr. Mossberg’s 
class will include writing exercises and break-out groups.  The class is limited to 15 
people and a $15 fee will be charged to support the Poetry Fund. Tea and pastries will 
be served.  For more information, please call Lisa Maddalena at 648-5760, or email 
her at LMaddale@pacificgrove.lib.ca.us.

Poet-in-Residence offers
Poetry Workshop March 19

Waste of an omelette
Subjects in a beige sedan were seen throwing eggs at a residence on Lincoln 

Ave. The owner of the residence said that her son had had issues with some 
people but could not say definitely whether they were the same ones throwing the 
eggs or not, but there had been three prior incidents. Close patrol was requested.

What better place to lose it?
An officer brought a cell phone into the station, saying that he had found 

it in the employee parking lot.  He sent a text to someone on the phone telling 
them it could be found at the police station.

A coin purse was found at Lovers Point and taken to the police department. 
The owner was contacted.

No charge, no ID
Another cell phone was found on the beach at Lovers Point but it was wet 

and had sand in it. It had also lost its charge so the owner could not be contacted.

Stubbed on the Rec Trail
Someone lost three check stubs on the Rec Trail. A Google of the company 

name on the stubs turned up a phone number so a message was left.

Grand Burglary
Jewelry and large amounts of cash were stolen from a residence on Grand 

Ave. while the owners were away. No latent prints were found, nor signs of 
forced entry.

False name, false note
On Thursday, a subject attempted to pass a 

counterfeit $100 bill at SaveMart. The checker, 
Lupe, called co-worker Bob Holcomb up to the 
checkstand to look at it, and he told the suspect 
that it was fake. The suspect left and Holcomb 
called police.

When police arrived, they found Brendon 
McCloskey, 29, of Santa Cruz in posession of 
five more of the counterfeit bills.

A records check showed that McCloskey 
was wanted by the California Department of 
Corrections as a Parolee-at-Large. He has an 
extensive criminal history involving narcotics, 
property crimes, crimes against persons and 
gang enhancements.

McCloskey was transported to Monterey 

County Jail and will answer charges 
for burglary, attempting to pass a 
fictitious bill or note, and providing 
officers false identification informa-
tion, having given the name of Jeffrey 
Donald Daumen.

Copycat DUIs
A 47 year-old woman involved in an accident on Central was arrested for 

being under the influence of alcohol. She struck two parked vehicles.
Another woman was arrested for the same thing on the same street on the 

same date.
A third woman was arrested on suspicion of DUI on Del Monte Ave.

Coveting his neighbor’s garbage?
Someone on Junipero reported their trash bins had been stolen. Hey, the 

garbage company will give you your own. You just have to call them.
Someone tampered with a vehicle on 11th Street.
A woman was arrested on Cypress for having put false tabs on her vehicle.

For the birds
A woman was reported on 14th St. to be spreading bird seed on the sidewalk 

and street. The officer responded and talked with a woman about the municipal 
code which prohibits just such an action. The suspect advised that it was her 
daughter, am occasional visitor, who was the culprit. The officer left a brochure 
from the SPCA about why people in Pacific Grove shouldn’t feed the wildlife 
(including the fact that a cop might show up).

Did they think they were being left behind?
The officer had been at the address on 18th St. before, responding to com-

plaints of barking dogs and had a phone number. Uh Oh. It was disconnected. 
But the officer had the owner’s mom’s phone number so she was called and a 
message left about the barking dog complaint. A while later the owner of the dogs 
called and said she would be back in town in an hour and would collect the dogs.

Landlord tenant problems
A tenant wanted to document that he had sent a certified letter to his land-

lord about repairs the tenant had made to the property and that he wanted to be 
reimbursed. He was afraid the landlord would have a “negative reaction” and 
might create a disturbance, so the tenant wanted it documented.

Brendon McCloskey

Bob Holcomb identified 
the fake $100 bill

Contrails
by Kory Milar

A long white trail across the sky
Like a brush stroke slowly painted
Upon a limitless blue canvas

I look down for a moment
Lost in creativity

When my gaze meets the sky once more
The creator has vanished into the sun
And the blue has begun to engulf the 
brushstroke
A fleeting message, one straight line
A single scar mars the azure skin of the 
universe…
and then it’s gone.

I like to pretend, for a moment
That God was bored up there
So he ran his finger, ever so slowly,
Ever so gently, along the barrier,
Between Heaven and Earth.

Send your event information to
kioskcedarstreettimes@gmail.com
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Christine, the Laundry Lady,
does “magic” with your laundry!

Wash & Fold: $1.25/lb.
Your laundry washed, folded, ready to put away

or wear right out of the basket

Daily • Weekly • BiWeekly • Special Orders
Pickup & Delivery Available $5 and up

Call Today 373-4516
laundrylady.christine@gmail.com

Dear Readers: Please bear in mind that historical articles such as “High Hats & 
Parasols” present our history — good and bad — in the language and terminology 
used at the time. The writings contained in “High Hats” are not our words. They are 
quoted from Pacific Grove/Monterey publications from 100 years in the past. Our 
journalistic predecessors held to the highest possible standards for their day, as do we 
at Cedar Street Times. Please also note that any items listed for sale in “High Hats” 
are “done deals,” and while we would all love to see those prices again, people also 
worked for a dollar a day back then. Thanks for your understanding.  

Jon Guthrie

High Hats & Parasols

People pick up
our paper

because they want to!
They read it, they keep it,

and share it,
because we write about them!

Advertise with Cedar Street Times,
Pacific Grove's only adjudicated 

NEWSpaper

We’re read all over!
831-324-4742

The News … from 1911.
Storm leaves roads unusable

One thing can be said that is for certain.  The recent series of storms have left our 
roads in deplorable condition.

From Salinas, we learn that all corridors southward are temporarily impassable.  
From Los Angeles, roads are open northward to Santa Barbara, but are closed from 
there.  One bridge across the Santa Maria river is nearly gone and it will be several 
weeks before it can be repaired.  All bridges between San Obis Obispo and Salinas are 
either heavily damaged or out.  It is impossible to go over these roads by auto mobile.  
Horse travel subjects rider and mount to swirling floods.  Travelers are encouraged to 
consider only passage by steamship during the wintry interim.

Speaks out for “city beautiful”
The Civic Club held its regular meeting in the club house Monday afternoon.
Professor James Bartlett of Los Angeles had been invited here to be the keynote 

speaker.  Bartlett disappointed none, giving a very interesting talk on forestry and arbo-
riculture.  He praised the beautiful forest for which Pacific Grove is famed.  It should be 
without saying, Bartlett noted, that these trees should be preserved.  Everything possible 
must be done to make certain that the Grove remains a city beautiful.

Following the Bartlett address, Cecil Brettner praised the message and encouraged 
the women present to prod their husbands and suitors to get involved in keeping things 
attractive.  He reminded all that the directors of the Civic Club had approved a bond 
issue to raise money for protecting forests by purchasing fire-fighting and storm-water 
dispersal equipment.  I

In closing the meeting, Mrs. J. P. Pryor reported that the Pacific Improvement Com-
pany has promised the club that sixteen radiators will be installed within the club house.

Rules set for oleomargarine
As the “butter battle” continues to rage, many governments are supporting butter 

by taking sides and setting rules for the marketing of oleomargarine.  Here in California, 
for instance, oleomargarine cannot be masqueraded as butter; no yellow food coloring 
can be added.  Oleomargarine must retain its whitish color.  Containers in which oleo-
margarine is sold must clearly indicate that the content is neither Jersey nor Holstein 
butter, but is rather some form of vegetable concoction.  II

New rifle for army
The mobilization of United States troops preparing to move to the Mexican border 

has come as quite a blessing for the Springfield, Massachusetts, armory.  That manufac-
tory of weaponry has received from Washington notice that its new rifle has given good 

notice of itself, and is to be adopted by the army.  In the event of hostilities, the foes 
of Uncle Sam will be likely to receive a series of unwelcome surprises in the form of 
our use of this deadly weapon.  It is said that the rifles have an effective firing range of 
one mile with accuracy, and five miles with limited accuracy.  Troops at the Presidio of 
Monterey are eagerly awaiting the first shipments of their new weaponry.  III

Notes from around the area…
The funeral for the late Mrs. Hannah Morden is planned for Wednesday, 2 pm, at the 

Methodist church.  Rev. Leslie Burwell will serve as the officiating clergy.
The Congregational Parsonage group invites all to their Wednesday evening meeting.  

A silver offering will be taken for the benefit of the sidewalk fund.  IV

F. J. Wyeth the Grocer sells only genuine Blue Ribbon Creamery Butter, no imita-
tions.  Buy where your credit is always good.

I cure all sick shoes, no matter how ill.  Dr. William Davidson, shoe repairist at Hol-
man’s Department Store shoe clinic.

The cost of living…
First-class laundering at the Grove Laundry, where everything is antiseptic.  Man’s 

cuffs and collars, 15¢ each item.  Corner of 12th and Lighthouse.  Phone Red 
421.

Subscriptions to the Youth’s Companion magazine now being offered door-to-door.  
$1.30 for a full year, delivered by mail.  V

A furnished cottage, bungalow style, is ready for summer-season rental.  Three 
rooms.  View of the shore.  We can adjust cost slightly to fit your needs.  Origi-
nal asking rental, $22.50 month.  Let’s negotiate.

T• he Coffee Club will hold its second annual “Cream Pie Sale” on Saturday.  All 
cream pies are homemade.  Get yours for 10¢ per slice of pie.  For an entire pie, 
75¢.  A cup of coffee is 5¢ extra.

Author’s Notes
I   One hundred years ago, organizations often used bond issues as a fund-raising 

ploy. The bonds would be “sold” to friends and members of the group.  The au-
thor has found no mention of just how “profitable” such bond purchases proved.

II   Only Jersey and Holstein farmers were adequately organized and rich enough 
to fight back against the wealthy oleomargarine interests.  Many state govern-
ments, not to mention the federal government, tried to support the dairy industry 
by taxing oleomargarine sales.  However, consumption grew in spite of this.  
By 1911, 140 million pounds of oleomargarine were being sold annually.  Of 
special interest, oleomargarine had soared to popularity in 1869 after the French 
emperor, Bonaparte Napoleon III, announced a contest open to those who could 
make a substitute for butter to be consumed by the military and sold to poor 
citizens. The contest was won by a chemist, Hippolyte Mège-Mouriès, who soon 
sold his patent rights to an American conglomerate.

III  The rifle referred to is the Springfield Model 1903. This weapon, the adoption of 
which was rushed along by problems with Mexico, became the standard United 
States weapon during World War I. The maximum range of five miles seems, 
however, a bit of an aggrandizement.

IV  In 1911, Pacific Grove enjoyed few paved roads, fewer paved sidewalks. The 
laxness of the town council prompted private citizens to take up the cause.

V  Youth’s Companion was the magazine responsible for the introduction of our 
United States “Pledge of Allegiance”.

Please note!  Readers are advised that the 1911 prices quoted herein are 
no longer valid, nor are these items / properties available from the mentioned 
seller.  The Cedar Street Times appreciates the callers who have attempted to 
advantage themselves of these 1911 values, but we can be of no help.

Know some news or trivia from a century ago?  Contact the author Jon 
Guthrie: profguthrie@gmail.com.
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Peeps
Your achievements

PGMS Jazz Combo
raises relief funds

The Middle School Jazz Combo, who 
have been performing for the last 

few weeks at the Monterey Wharf, by 
invitation from the Old Fisherman's 

Wharf Association, met March 12 to 
raise money from hundreds of specta-
tors for Red Cross Japanese Tsunami 

Relief Fund as well as for their musical 
program. 

This group of gifted 12-14 year old mu-
sicians, under the inspirational direction 

of Ms. Barbara Priest, includes (left to 
right) George Haugen, coronet; Cole 

Paris, trumpet; Ali Mahmoud, bass 
sax; Tyler Beron, drums; Caleb Reyes, 

tenor sax; Allison Hudak, trombone; 
Emily Muller-Foster, upright bass; and 

Quinn Murphy on guitar.

Kim Haugen

Lee and Virginia Morris of Oakdale, CA aren’t ordinary visitors to Pa-
cific Grove. They are here to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, 
having been married at Lovers Point on Saturday, March 11, 1961. 
“I went to the court house with my sister-in-law to get the license,” 
Virginia said. “They sure looked at me funny when I said that we 
wanted to be married, but I assured them it was not her and I!” The 
judge was at a barbecue, but hurried down to Lovers Point to perform 
the ceremony. And right away, Lee “shipped out.” He was in the Navy 
at the time, a flight radio operator stationed at Moffett Field. He saw 
service in such far-flung places as Japan, Wake Island and more 
before retiring.
The Morrises were enjoying the walk around Pacific Grove and were 
looking for Back Porch Fabrics when they asked us for directions. 
They’re staying at Gosby House. Their four children got together 
and sent them to Pacific Grove to celebrate. They also have eight 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
One of their granddaughters, April Jensen, also married her husband, 
Ben, at Lovers Point a few years ago. The Jensens live in Modesto.

Doing their part. . .8 to the bar

Happy 50th: Returning to the scene
Open for Specialty business

Omar Arroyo, left, and his partner Esteban Munoz have opened PG Specialty 
Café at Lighthouse, between the produce vendor and Goodie’s. Besides loving 
coffee and having been in the restaurant business for 16 years in the Monterey 
Bay area, Omar says their specialty is “shade grown coffee.” Not only is it Fair 
Trade, meaning that the grower gets a fair share, but it is grown in the shade so 
that no canopy trees are cut down to make room for coffee plants. Their decaf 
is water-processed, too, not chemically processed. Their espresso beans are 
oak wood roasted.
They serve three special coffees every day: a French or dark roast, a medium 
roast, and Chiapas -- Mexican coffee. they have whole and low fat milk as well 
as soy milk, almond milk and Lactaid for customers who are lactose intolerant.
They also offer cookies, croissants and muffins and as an opening special, the 
munchies will be free with a coffee drink.
Omar and Esteban will be getting organic certification and will make their cof-
fee available at the Farmers Market on Mondays. They hope to make seating 
available at their location soon, but in the meantime they invite commuters and 
locals to text or phone their orders to 917-0404 or 521-4677 and they’ll have it 
ready for you when you arrive. PG specialty Cafés hours are 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. and 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. on the weekends. The Chamber of Commerce 
will have a ribbon cutting toward the end of April.
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By Cameron Douglas

Encouraged by higher 
monarch butterfly counts, city 
officials, experts and butterfly 
aficionados met at the Pacific 
Grove Monarch Sanctuary on 
March 9 to discuss plans for 
further rehabilitation of the 
area. On hand from the city 
were Public Works Superinten-
dent Mike Zimmer, City Arbor-
ist Rick Katen and Deputy City 
Manager Jim Becklenberg. PG 
resident Bob Pacelli was there, 
along with sanctuary docents 
Jack Beigle and Don Slaiter, 
and Dr. Stuart Weiss, Chief Sci-
entist for the Creekside Center 
for Earth Observation. Weiss 
specializes in microclimate 
characterization and statistical 
analysis.  

Late in 2009, crews were 
assigned to trim trees at the 
sanctuary. In the process, 
enough branches were taken 
off to reduce the windbreak, 
which is important to roosting 
monarchs needing a still envi-
ronment. After a low butterfly 
count in the 2009-10 season, 
Pacelli brought in potted trees 
and placed them between the 
tall eucalyptus trees on the 
outer edge of the area. Pacelli 
committed to working with the 
city to set a watering schedule, 
and checked in daily to moni-
tor the butterflies’ activity. The 
2010-11 counts have been 
appreciably higher than the 
previous year.  

Weiss consulted on the 
sanctuary in 1998, and then 
was contracted by the city last 
summer. He submitted his site 
assessment and initial recom-
mendations to the city last 

month. In it, he claimed several 
of his previous recommenda-
tions were not followed, citing 
“the absence of a defined plan-
ning process” and “last-minute 
decision making.” The heart of 
his current recommendation is 
to enhance the windbreak by 
establishing a second row of 
trees along one or two sides of 
the perimeter. Most of those 
would be blue gum eucalyptus, 
which grow at a rate of 4-5 feet 
per year “in good conditions,” 
according to Katen the arborist. 

The real trick will be 
balancing an enhanced canopy 
with the butterflies’ need of 
open space for flight. With 
Pacelli’s potted trees standing 
by, the group discussed perma-
nent placements. “We want to 
concentrate on an immediate 
decision of where and how to 
plant,” said Becklenberg. 

Pacelli related details of 
how the monarchs behaved this 
past season and offered his sug-
gestions of where to plant. The 
group also discussed the use 
of oak trees, as monarchs have 
been observed roosting in some 
of those as well. 

Katen explained the actual 
planting will be coordinated 
with Dr. Francis Villablanca, 
a scientist at California Poly-
technic University in San Luis 
Obispo, who has been involved 
in efforts to restore the sanctu-
ary. Villablanca has promised 
to bring student volunteers to 
help Public Works plant the 
trees, said Katen. The planting 
is scheduled for the end of this 
month.

Citizens willing to help 
in the planting efforts over the 
next few months can email 
Robert Pacelli at rpacelli@
gmail.com.

Left, top: City Arborist Rick 
Katen places the first flag 
to mark where trees will be 
planted. 

Left: Don Slaiter (far left) and 
Dr. Stuart Weiss listen to sug-
gestions from Bob Pacelli.

Below: Bob Pacelli (far right) 
talks about monarch roosting 
locations with veteran do-
cents (from left) Don Slaiter, 
Jack Beigle and Deputy City 
Manager Jim Becklenberg.
Pacelli will be giving a talk to 
the SLO students about the 
potted tree project.

Monarch sanctuary rescue, round two

$100	  REWARD	  	  
FOR	  RECOVERY	  OR	  SIGHTING	  OF	  A	  TAGGED	  MONARCH	  

BUTTERFLY	  

The	  MONARCH	  ALERT	  PROGRAM	  and	  Cal	  Poly	  State	  University,	  
San	  Luis	  Obispo,	  are	  offering	  a	  $100	  reward	  to	  the	  first	  person	  
recovers	  or	  photographs	  a	  tagged	  monarch	  buPerfly	  in	  Pacific	  
Grove.	  

To	  claim	  the	  reward,	  call	  the	  telephone	  number	  on	  the	  tag	  and	  
leave	  the	  following	  informaTon:	  date	  and	  locaTon	  of	  recovery	  or	  
sighTng,	  5-‐digit	  number	  on	  the	  tag,	  your	  name	  and	  contact	  
telephone	  number	  or	  e-‐mail	  address.	  

More	  informaTon	  about	  MONARCH	  ALERT	  can	  be	  found	  at:	  	  
hPp://monarchalert.calpoly.edu	  	  

1-‐877-‐897-‐7740	  

20001	  

Endowment fund established
with Community Foundation
to benefit the Sanctuary

Helen Johnson makes the first deposit
Having thoroughly enjoyed a free “post grad course” in Monarch butterflies since before 1996, and 

attended great classes, seminars, internships and conventions,  and made lasting friendships on both sides 
of the Rockies, it seemed since I have chosen my permanent residence to be Pacific Grove, I wondered 
how I could provide some sort of lasting legacy to ButterflyTown, USA.

Today, I took the first step in that direction when I provided the initial donation for a “ Non-Endowed 
Donor Advised Fund” through the Community Foundation of Monterey County,  for the Monarch Sanc-
tuary Fund.

This provides a first-time-ever for any individual to donate any sum of money directly to the fund 
which is restricted to Sanctuary use only.

Locals are aware of the outstanding needs already, with the most expensive one being the hope to 
buy some adjacent residential properties to enlarge the boundaries of the Grove to accomodate about 
1/2 of the overwintering Monarchs that are already roosting on those properties.during certain weather 
conditions --good and bad.

The presently potted trees need to be planted in the ground,  scheduled for the end of this Month of 
March, and more Blue Gum trees, as large as possible need  to be purchased and planted in the Sanctu-
ary beyond the present fence boundary of established trees.Our present potted trees cost from $180.00 
to $250.00 each, so bigger ones will be more expensive, and require more equipment for plantings so 
this whole project is going to require community effort to the maximum and hopefully having the whole 
15,041 population of Pacific Grove pitching in.

Two nectar gardens are proposed within the Sanctuary, a potted one with non-native plants. like 
Tithonias, Butterfly Bush, Daisy Trees, Pride of Madeira,  etc. and a separate garden proposed for native 
plant gardeners to supplement the neighborhood nectar sources.

Several trees in the Grove  will be relocated in order to provide a sunny meadow with morning dew 
for the surrounding  Monarch clusters..

 And, of course, using the Sanctuary as an outdoor classroom for the community, and beyond is part 
of the plan.

“Tree Man” Bob Pacelli has some great ideas for providing a greater Monarch “Experience” in the 
Grove, even when docents are not present, and the Pacific Grove Museum has some hot ideas to supple-
nent the Grove experience,  during the summer (off) season for Monarchs.

Helen Johnson
Pacific Grove



Christelle Harris

Squeak up!

www.aceyourtaxes.com
We enjoy working with our clients by providing them with tax 

preparation, representation, and general financial advice that will 
enhance their lives. We are here to help you manage your tax life.

J.W. Warrington & Assoc.
620 Lighthouse Ave., Suite 165

Pacific Grove
Mailing P.O. Box 51580, Pacific Grove

Phone: 831-920-1950

If you pay taxes, call us!

Boomer is happy to 
sponsor Squeak Up!

“Squeak Up” is sponsored by:

Million Dollar Dog

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Petition of STEVEE LUSK Case No. 
M110179 Filed February 15, 2011. To all 
interested persons: Petitioner Stevee Lusk 
filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing name as follows: present name 
AZARIA HEAVEN QUIROZ to proposed 
name AZARIA HEAVEN LUSK. THE 
COURT ORDERS that all persons inter-
ested in this matter shall appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection 
that includes the reasons for the objection 
at least two court days before the matter 
is scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the pe-
tition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing. Notice 
of hearing date: April 01, 2011 Time: 9:00 
a.m. Dept. 14. The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of California, County of 
Monterey, 1200 Aguajito Rd., Monterey, 
CA 93940. A copy of this Order To Show 
Cause shall be published at least once each 
week for four consecutive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition in 
the following newspaper of general cir-
culation, printed in this county: CEDAR 
STREET TIMES. DATE: March 18, 2011
Judge of the Superior Court: Kay T. King-
sley. Publication dates: 2/25/11, 3/4/11, 
3/11/11, 3/18/2011.

Legal Notices

Male and female English bulldogs for adoption to a good and caring home. Social-
ized with children and other pets. Excellent personality and comes up-to-date on 
vaccinations. Contact BillFrackan@Live.com for more information on the puppies.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 20110324
The following person is doing business as 
Playa Azul Realty and Blu J Realty, 460 W. 
Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel Valley, Mon-
terey County, CA 93924; Juanita Perea-Ji-
menez, 460 W. Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel 
Valley, CA 93924. This statement was filed 
with the Clerk of Monterey County on Feb-
ruary 10, 2011. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed above on N/A. 
Signed: Juanita Perea-Jimenez. This busi-
ness is conducted by an individual. Publi-
cation dates: 03/04, 03/11, 03/18, 03/25/11.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT

File No. 20110079
The following person is doing business as 
Pro Service, Dolores & Fifth 3SE, Car-
mel, Monterey County, CA 93921; Ar-
mando T. Canales, 4088 Crest Rd., Peb-
ble Beach, CA 93953. This statement was 
filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on March 7, 2011. Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name or names listed above on 
01/11/07. Signed: Armando Canales. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Publication dates: 03/11, 03/18, 03/25, 
04/01/11. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 20110400
The following person is doing business as 
Monterey Peninsula College Bookstore, 
980 Fremont Street, Monterey County, 
CA 93940-4799; Follett Higher Education 
Group, 1818 Swift Drive, Oak Brook, IL 
60523. This statement was filed with the 
Clerk of Monterey County on February 
22, 2011. Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on 01/26/96. 
Signed: Jay E. Amond, SVP CFO. This 
business is conducted by a Corporation - 
Illinois. Publication dates: 03/11, 03/18, 
03/25, 04/01/11.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 20110399
The following person is doing business as 
Hartnell College Bookstore, 411 Central 
Avenue, Salinas, Monterey County, CA 
60523; Follett Higher Education Group, 
1818 Swift Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of 
Monterey County on February 22, 2011. 
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 01/26/96. Signed: 
Jay E. Amond, SVP CFO. This business 
is conducted by a Corporation - Illinois. 
Publication dates: 03/11, 03/18, 03/25, 
04/01/11. 

To place

legal advertising

call

831-324-4742
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By Cameron Douglas

The Monterey Bay Educational Center at 153 Fountain Avenue in Pacific Grove 
hosted a “Rock-n-Roll Kids” fundraiser on March 11. Rock-n-Roll Kids is a local non-
profit that provides after school music programs for young musicians. 

The evening featured a performance by “White Room,” comprised of students from 
Martin Shears’ “School of Rock.” Instructor/musician Martin Shears started his School 
of Rock in 2009. There are about 12 students currently in the program. The students are 
also writing their own songs. 

Shears is a local favorite, the lead man of a band called “The Scones.” He can be 
seen playing solo in several places around the area: singing, playing guitar and working 
a bass with his feet.

With Shears backing them up, the students played songs from several decades of 
rock music, plus their own. “It’s a joy to work with them, “ said Shears. “They’re so 
enthusiastic.”

The kids are all right

Martin Shears (far left) jams with four of his students, who call themselves “White 
Room.” (L-R): Brynn Dally, bass; Miranda Zipse, guitar & vocals; Aaron Dowling, 
guitar; Jack Eason, percussion.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 20110540
The following person is doing business as 
Creating Klarity, 1021 Forest Ave., Pacific 
Grove, Monterey County, CA. 93950; 
Kaye Colelman, 1021 Forest Ave., Pacific 
Grove, CA. 93950. This statement was 
filed with the Clerk of Monterey County 
on March 08, 2011. Registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name or name(s) listed above on 
03/01/2011. Signed: Kaye Coleman. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Publication dates: 03/18/11, 03/25/11, 
4/1/11, 4/08/2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 20110517
The following person is doing business as 
Lima Realty Group, 1668 Soto St., Sea-
side, Monterey County, CA. 93955; Mario 
Lima Jr., 1668 Soto St., Seaside, CA. 
93955. This statement was filed with the 
Clerk of Monterey County on March 04, 
2011. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or name(s) listed above on 03/04/2011. 
Signed: Mario Lima Jr. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Publica-
tion dates: 03/18/11, 03/25/11, 4/1/11, 
4/08/2011.

Don’t get me 
wrong, I’m no 
socialist but in this 
world economy it 
peeves me when 
someone spends 
their money un-
necessarily, while 
others struggle. 
This is exactly what 
happened when, 
according to the 
Huffington Post, 
a Tibetan Mastiff was bought by a northern Chinese coal 
baron for about $1.5 million making it the most expensive 
dog ever bought. The dog was named “Big Splash” and 
although Squeak and I are very happy he found a home, 
we still know that the $1.5 million could have gone to save 
thousands of doggie lives. 

Of course, this coal baron is going to keep his million-
dollar dog, and the rest of us can’t do anything about it, but 
all of us can do our own part to create more resources and 
a better environment for those in need.  For example, you 
can donate a small amount of money or even a bag of dog 
food the Animal Friends Rescue Project.  You can volun-
teer your time to projects that help animals of all kinds, or 
just pick up trash sometimes. It all helps. 

 If we must talk about helping animals, humans can be 
classified as animals as well. Happy, healthy people create 
more energy to give back. Keeping up with the Joneses in 
Monterey County, we can sometimes forget that while we 
have the privilege of driving a nice car, some people walk 
to two jobs. We even might go home to a large house with 
multiple bedrooms while the family next door shares a one 
bedroom apartment.  Regardless of education, class, race or 
sex, everyone deserves respect and a leg up every once in a 
while, and being judgmental never helped anyone. If I see a 
homeless person begging for food money, and I think they 
could buy alcohol or drugs with cash, I bring them food (if 
I myself can afford food). 

I lived in a fifteen foot by fifteen foot tent in the 
backcountry of Yosemite National Park for the better part 
of three years, and always with at least one roommate. 
This gives perspective on how frivolous space can be, and 
how lucky one is to have space, private time and, well…a 
bathroom.  Just take some time to think about your own 
requirements, and the impact they make on the people 
and animals around you, as well as the planet. Squeak has 
vowed to pick out only recycled or repurposed squeaky 
toys, and use blankets at home instead of the heater. Seeing 
as Squeak is half Chihuahua, which makes her very cold 
sometimes, this is a great sacrifice. 

We congratulate “Big Splash” on his new home, and 
hope he has a wonderful life and we hope this Mastiff gets 
mass returns of love.     
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Kate plays softball. She’s a senior, 
and has plans to go to Sonoma 
State next year. she was one of 
the teens who recently went to 
Nicaragua on a mercy mission.

Honorable mentions: 
Kaitlyn Cuskey,
Maria Aiello
Vanessa Villareal

Breaker of the Week
is sponsored by

Winning Wheels
318 Grand Avenue

Pacific Grove
375-4322

Breaker of the Week
Kate O’Neil

Times

Breaker of the Week
is sponsored by To sponsor Breaker of the Week

call 831-324-4742

Michael and his twin, Andrew, are 
on the LaCrosse team. He’s a ju-
nior and plans to go into the Navy 
when he graduates.

Honorable mentions: 
Andrew Paxton
Ross Burlington
Trevor Dixon
Tim Bell
Ryan Walker
Sean Merchak

Breaker of the Week
Michael Paxton

Pacific Grove

Sports
pBALL PARK
 From Page 1

restrictions were put in place which 
made it difficult for youth to use the 
park at all. For example, the high school 
team was prohibited from using the park 
before March 1 of each year despite the 
fact that their season begins on Febru-
ary 1. PG Pony League, which serves 
about 400 children, were not allowed to 
play on Saturdays unless the games were 
classified as tournaments.

The kids faced a shortage of playing 
facilities. And the municipal ball field 
sat idle.

In recent years, there has been 
a significant decline in use by adult 
leagues. Interest in opening playing time 
to youth has at the same time increased. 
On March 2, the City Council approved 
revisions to the usage restrictions on 
the ballfield and the door was opened to 
more youth play and better utilization of 
what City Senior Recreation Coordina-
tor Don Mothershead terms “the finest 
baseball and softball facility in town.”
Under the plan, the following changes 
were put into effect:
• Adult Softball League: Elimination 

of program – Eliminates 5 months 
of play in Pacific Grove, though 
they can find plenty of programs in 
Monterey

• High School Softball program: 
Increases use by 1 month of practice

• Pacific Grove Youth Leagues: 
Reduces the March-August leagues 
to March-July, but adds a fall league 
from August – November, adding 3 
months of play

• Adult Socko League (Fall): Season 
shortened by one month to Septem-
ber – November

• Tournaments were reduced from 7 
Weekends to 5 Weekends and Spe-
cial Events reduced from 5 per Year 
3 per year 
There will be a review in one year.

T-Ball Opening Day
Clockwise from top, left: Max McCormick gets some 
one-on-one coaching from his mom, Maryann. In 
the dugout with Team Diamond Jaxx (in green) and 
dad/coach Steve Bajari. The Muck Dogs (in red) 
and coach Carlos Cuellar. The team is organized by 
coach John Shoemaker. Below, center: Chloe Bajari 
has hit the ball and is running to first base. Chloe 
checks her pigtails. Photos by Juli Bajari except be-
low, center, by Angela Coatu.
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PACIFIC GROVE MASONIC LODGE #331
Established 1897

2B1ASK1
130 Congress Ave. Pacific Grove CA 93950

Telephone: 831-649-1834

PACIFIC GROVE MASONIC LODGE #331
Established 1897

2B1ASK1
130 Congress Ave., Pacific Grove CA 93950

Telephone: 831-649-1834

Casual Mexican & American Cuisine
Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner
162 Fountain Ave., Pacific Grove

831-656-9235

Mando’s

Happy Hour 

Wednesdays!

All beer $2.99

Canterbury Woods residents 
feted Mardi Gras in grand 
style listening to the lively 
Dixieland Jazz sounds of 
Russ Guarino’s Lighthouse 
Jazz Duo―always a crowd 
pleaser.  Traditional color-
ful bead necklaces set the 
festive tone as residents en-
joyed delicious Cajun appe-
tizers and Hurricane Punch. 
“A great way to celebrate Fat 
Tuesday in the New Orleans 
tradition,” said one resident.

Photos by Marley Knoles

Celebrating Mardi Gras at Canterbury Woods
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By Cameron Douglas

In honor of Jack LaLanne, the “Godfather of Fitness,” the Pacific Grove Golf 
Links hosted the inaugural Jack LaLanne Celebrity “Golfreation” Event on March 10. 
Sponsored by Jamba Juice to benefit the California Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance (CAHPERD) and First Tee, the event drew more 
than 400 guests and celebrities. Notable names included tennis star Jimmy Connors, 
baseball legend Jerry Royster, former Bengal Adrian Ross, and former 49ers Dave 
Fiore, Eric Davis and Guy McIntire.

Jamba Juice served a seemingly endless supply of acai smoothies at the club-
house and at a stand near the 18th hole. Groups went to designated holes to tee off, 
where participants took part in four events: “Golfreation,” “Scramble,” “Shamble” 
and “Two Ball Best Ball.”

Among the golfers were two young prodigies: 12-year-old Jack Avrit and his 
9-year-old brother Owen, the sons of Darren Avrit. Both boys have attained high 
standings in their age groups worldwide. 

An awards banquet was held at the Portola Plaza Hotel in Monterey. Donations 
of sports memorabilia, weekend getaways and Jack LaLanne juicers were auctioned 
off to raise funds for First Tee and CAHPERD “to underwrite the costs of physical 

Great turnout for Golfreation event
PG Golf Links showcased as celebrities line up to tee off

activity professional development workshops for California’s teachers to incorpo-
rate ‘Moments of Movement’ and healthy behaviors throughout the day, just as Jack 
LaLanne advocated for over 60 years.”

Jack LaLanne, who died this year of respiratory failure at age 96, was a fitness 
expert, television host, chiropractor, inventor and entrepreneur. At age 54, he beat a 
21 year-old Arnold Schwarzenegger “badly” in an informal contest.

At the awards banquet, LaLanne’s widow, Elaine LaLanne, browsed the auction 
items, stopping at a set of books by Gary Player and a hat autographed by the famous 
golfer. Player had gifted the items to the LaLannes years ago. When asked what Jack 
himself might think of all this, Mrs. LaLanne told Cedar Street Times, “he would be 
overwhelmed.” Pausing, she added, “He [Jack] never really knew how popular he 
was. He would always say, ‘Well, I’m just getting started.’”

The Jack LaLanne Celebrity “Golfreation” Event is to be an annual event, alternat-
ing between north and south locations in California. Next year’s Event will be held 
in Pasadena.  

Above, top: Players queue up for the shotgun start.

Above: 12-year-old Jack Avrit drives up the fairway.

Center column, top to bottom:
(L-R) Players Dave Fiore, Jerry Converse, Carlton Nunez, and Jerry Avrit, 
with Mary Schoch of Jamba Juice and her helpers, Carly and Sandy Cantos.
Owen Avrit tees off.

CST investigative associate Darci D’Anna stands next to a classic photo of 
Jack LaLanne.

Righthand column: 
(L-R) CAHPERD Executive Director Drisha Leggitt and proud dad Darren Avrit.
(L-R) Edd and Butch Breeden of First Tee Central Coast.
Former San Francisco 49er Dave Fiore and his wife Ashley are expecting 
their first child.

Elaine LaLanne (left) strikes a familiar pose in memory of her husband Jack 
LaLanne, with CAHPERD president Dan Latham.

Celebs and local golfers join at PG Golf Links – for charity
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SERVICEAt Your

24 Hour
Mobile Service

831.620.0611
Antique locks • Lock-outs • Safe Repair
Keys • Commercial/residential re-keying

By The Sea

Jerry’s Plumbing
Full service plumbing

Commercial • Residential • Emergency
Water heaters • Drain stoppages

Repipes • Gas lines • Sr. Discounts
831-210-5924 mobile • Lic. #91836

PACIFIC ASTROLOGY & HYPNOTHERAPY
Readings, Healings, Tapping & more

Free newsletter

Joyce Meuse CHT •  (831) 236-6572
www.pacificastrology.com

Peace of Mind Pet Sitting
831.392.8020

www.peaceofmindpet.com
Pet 1st Aid Certified-Insured

Small Business Websites
PROFESSIONAL, PERSONAL, ECONOMICAL, EASY.

PacificGroveWebsites.com
info@pacificgrovewebsites.com

Art Classes, Painting-Collage
Welcome beginners. Find the artist in 

you! Easy, fun, materials included $35.
You'll love it! Carmel 831 333-6377

Neil Jameson

The Retired
Firehouse Cook

CLIENT  Episcopal Senior Communities / Canterbury Woods

PUBLICATION   Cedar Street Times

AD NAME Skilled Nursing Facility Ad
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AGENCY  MUD WORLDWIDE — 415 332 3350

  

 Outstanding care in a warm and dignified setting. Nurses 

and therapists provide 24-hour supportive care, under the 

supervision of the Medical Director, with a plan tailored 

especially for my mom by the in-house rehab team. This is 

optimum quality life care. For more information, please call 

Carol at 831.657.4224.

A fully accredited, non-denominational, not-for-profit community owned and operated by Episcopal Senior 
Communities License No. 270708224 COA #89 EPCW610-01FI 030911

canterburywoods-esc.org

My Mother 
Needed 

Skilled Nursing 
Care.

I Called
Canterbury 

Woods.

• Physical Therapy  

• Speech Language Pathology

• Long-term Convalescent Care

• Occupational Therapy

• Restorative Therapy

Uses the Leading Edge Quality First seal

S.T.N.
Pirate’s Radio

Knry 1240 AM | Sundays 8 - 9 AM

™

.com/scubatalknow

Times

Peninsula Tire
Service Inc.

Sunday’s Guest: TBA

Even though my mom was Cornish, 
that has nothing to do with corned beef 
hash either. Corning is a process of soaking 
a beef brisket or pork tenderloin in brine 
(preferably with some herbs and spices) in 
order to preserve it. It was developed in the 
days before refrigeration was common. I 
read someplace that it was called “corn-
ing” because the salt used in the process 
was coarse, like kernels of corn.

Be that as it may, my mother made 
the best corned beef hash ever, and she 
made it out of leftover corned beef. At 
Ft. Jameson, we don’t often have leftover 
corned beef being the carnivores that we 
are, so I always do two briskets in order 
to have any for hash or for sandwiches.

And lucky for us, corned beef is usu-
ally on sale this time of year in anticipa-
tion of St. Patrick’s Day. . .though I’ve 
been to Ireland four times and have yet 
to see it on any restaurant menu. I think 
maybe the “tradition” of corned beef and 
cabbage came about in New York, where 
the beef brisket was cheap, rather than on 
the Dublin side of the Pond. I don’t wait 
for St. Patrick’s Day to cook it (and I sure 
don’t wait for St. Patrick’s Day to enjoy 

No corn is harmed when making corned beef hash!
Nor is there any of THAT kind of hash in it

Jameson’s Irish whiskey!)

Corned Beef Hash for 2
Ingredients
2 cups cooked leftover corned beef
2 cups cooked leftover potatoes from the 
boiled dinner
1 medium onion, coarsely chopped
2 tsp. cooking oil
2 eggs as a binder (or 4 eggs plus 1/4 cup 
broth from the boiled corned beef and cab-
bage or just plain water– see note below)
Directions
Chop the meat and potatoes into 1/4 to 
1/2” pieces

In a large bowl, beat 2 eggs with a 
fork, then add the corned beef, potatoes 
and onions. Mix. Add any additional spices 
you may want, like garlic powder or even 
jalapeños.

Preheat a deep frying pan, preferably 
cast iron, to high and add the cooking oil 

to coat the pan.
Add the hash mix and even it with a 

spatula. Cook on until brown and crisp on 
the bottom and then flip it over and cook 
the other side.

NOTE:  Now if you, like my mom 
used to do, want to put eggs on top, add 
the broth at this point. Crack the other 
two eggs and lay them on top of the hash. 
Lower heat to medium. Cover and cook 
until the eggs are done like you like them.

Some guy whose recipe and patter I 
enjoyed reading on the Internet even sug-
gested topping it with cheese, salsa or hot 
sauce. My dad always liked Worcestershire 
sauce (he called it “Lee and P”).

We’re headed back to Ireland next 
summer, and I’ll make another try to 
find corned beef. Maybe I’ll find it in an 
American restaurant.
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Letters to the Editor
Cedar Street Times welcomes your letters on subjects of interest to the 

citizens of Pacific Grove as well as our readers elsewhere. We prefer that let-
ters be on local topics. At present we have not set limits on length though we 
do reserve the right to edit letters for space constraints, so please be concise.

We will contact you to verify authenticity so your email address and/or 
telephone number must be included as well as your name and city of residence.

We will not publish unsigned letters or letters which defame or slan-
der or libel.

Cedar Street Times is an adjudicated newspaper published weekly at 311A 
Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.

Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is printed on Friday and 
is available at various locations throughout the city as well as by e-mail sub-
scription.

Marge Ann Jameson, Editor/Publisher
Phone 831-324-4742 • Fax 831-324-4745

Email: editor@cedarstreettimes.com

City Skills: How Your City Works
New Dates

A four-week class on how your city works will be presented by Leadership Mon-
terey Peninsula and Leadership Salinas Valley in May.  The class will be held May 5, 
12, 19 and 26 at the Shoreline Conference Center in Marina, corner of Imjin Parkway 
and 3rd Avenue.

Our sponsor is Pacific Gas and Electric.  The fee for all four classes is $15 and 
dinner will be served at 5:30 pm with the classes presented from 6 to 8 pm.

Topics include: what makes a city run, how to access your local government, city 
services  and government structure, presenting your views to government, neighbor-
hood conflict resolution, and more. Presenters include a variety of speakers from elected 
office, city staff and the community.

Space is limited so RSVP by April 29th. For more information and to reserve a 
space, contact Leadership Monterey Peninsula at 831-649-8252, info@leadershipmon-
terey.org or Leadership Salinas Valley at 831-585-1282, tcarvey@salinaschamber.com.

Editor:

I attended the PG City Council meeting on March 2 and was fairly impressed with 
the councils’ concern for such things as the plastic bag ban, smoking ban, youth baseball, 
and taking on the gnarly budget issue. I was likewise unimpressed a week later with the 
council’s weak stance on the Smart Meter issue. It was quite apparent that five council-
men had their minds made up prior to the meeting. (I won’t name names, but this group 
didn’t include Mayor Garcia or Dan Miller).This was evidenced by council’s comments 
after the public comment period, and by the fact that PG&E representatives presented 
no assertions of fact and the council asked them no questions.

Dozens of public citizens made comments that covered many, but not all, of the 
controversial issues surrounding the nasty meters, including health issues, privacy con-
cerns, property rights, security weaknesses, rising utility bills, and more. Two people 
spoke in favor of the meters, including Moe Ammar who, in a backhanded insult to 
speakers from outside city limits, offered a rather snide exhortation for the visitors to 
please leave their money in PG, but not their opinions. I wonder, does Mr. Ammar offer 
such graceless welcomes to other out-of-towners? I guess the hospitality industry in PG 
must be doing quite well under Ammar’s congenial tutelage.

But, YES, there were many speakers from out of town. They came from Carmel, 
Carmel Valley, Monterey, Seaside and even as far away as Santa Cruz. And in sum, 
what the visiting folks displayed was a much deeper concern for the health and welfare 
of Pacific Grove residents than that of Mr. Ammar, OR the myopic City Council. When 
the City had an opportunity to stand up and be counted, and join other courageous cit-
ies around the state, (like Seaside) , they backed away in fear and came up with one 
transparent excuse after another. In the end, they passed a meaningless resolution, which 
was nothing more than a poor attempt at appeasement, and certainly a letdown to the 
home town folks.

Larry Parrish
Carmel Valley

Talk on Iraqi invasion set for March 28
The Peace Resource Center presents the story of two Iraqi men, before during 

and after the Iraq invasion. The public is invited free of charge to listen to two 
young men share their story about how the Iraq invasion has affected their life.

The talk will be on March 28, at 6:00 p.m. at the Peace Resource Center, 
1364 Fremont Blvd., Seaside. For more information call 831-899-7322.
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Top: Working at Cedar Street Times you get to see some cool stuff. Just the 
other day we looked out the window and saw Firefighter Fiske and Engineer 
Silva out working on “the snorkel.” That’s Fiske up top. The engine gets weekly 
maintenance and a full test like this every month.

Bottom picture: (L-R) Engineer Silva, Firefighter Fiske. Photos by Cameron 
Douglas.

Up ladder

SmartMeter resolution: PG City Council 
let down the home town folks



real gossip magazine equivalents of Spy. 
The differences between the real 

Helen Hope Montgomery Scott and the 
fictional Tracy Lord are many, of course, 
but none are of interest to us except one:  
Helen Hope Montgomery Scott left no 
trace of herself in a Hollywood film, 
and she is virtually forgotten but to the 
society horse set of Philadelphia.  Tracy 
Lord, however, is as alive and glittering-
ly luminescent today as she was in 1940.  
She never grows old or loses the power 
to captivate.  Seeing the film on the big 
screen, you feel as though you have en-
tered her world through a time machine.   
Hepburn, Grant and Stewart seem 
capable of walking right off the screen 
(as did the fictitious movie characters 
in Woody Allen’s The Purple Rose of 
Cairo, set in the same period), and they 
are all so much fun to be around, you 
wish they would.

The director George Cukor once 
said he enjoyed making comedies out 
of serious situations, to treat them with 
impertinence.  Here, in The Philadel-
phia Story, we have a failed marriage, 
jealousy, alcoholism, class struggle, and 
the intrusion of the media. Katharine 
Hepburn plays a willful character who 
isn’t particularly liked by the people 
around her, and they keep pointing out 
her flaws and faults.  She lets Dexter 
have it right back, so we know he wasn’t 
any better a husband than she was a 
wife, and the comments flung out from 
all parties are stinging and brutal.  The 
film comes just to the edge of making a 
serious point about love or marriage or 
class, but then the whole thing glitters 
so beautifully and the banter is timed so 
perfectly and the actors are so appealing 
that we just sit grinning the whole time, 
wishing we could come up with such 
witty comebacks during an argument.  
If I had it to do over again, I’m sure I 
would bring caviar sandwiches on my 
honeymoon, on a sailboat called the True 
Love … My, she was yar.

Finally, the only real snob of the 
story is the one character who’s made his 
own fortune and risen from the working 
class, Tracy’s new fiancé.  The film in 
fact reinforces and elevates the “white 
telephone” genre by getting the “inside 
story” of one of these fantasy palaces, 
warts and all, and then revealing the fact 
that the rich are better than the rest of us.  
We all participate in the fantasy, even 
Mr. Grant, who once famously said, 
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The Classic Film Series at the Lighthouse Cinema
Winter 2011

March 17-18   The Quiet Man 1952
   directed by John Ford, with John Wayne and 
   Maureen O’Hara  (St. Patrick’s Day Special)
March 24-25    The Philadelphia Story 1940 
   directed by George Cukor, with Cary Grant,
   James Stewart and Katherine Hepburn
March 31- April 1  East of Eden 1955 
   directed by Elia Kazan. With James Dean
April 7-8    An American in Paris 1951 
   directed by Vincente Minelli, with Gene Kelly
April 14-15   Father of the Bride 1950 
   directed by Vincente Minelli, with Spencer Tracy
   and Elizabeth Taylor
April 21-22  The African Queen 1951
   directed by John Huston. With Humphrey Bogart 
   and Katherine Hepburn
April 28-29  The Thin Man 1934
   directed by WS Van Dyke, with William Powell 
   and Myrna Loy

Films are currently scheduled to show Thursdays and Fridays, at noon 
and 7:30.  Check with the theater at 643-1333 or http://www.srentertain-
mentgrp.com/lighthouse4.asp to confirm show times.

Send your event information to
kioskcedarstreettimes@gmail.com

Mary Albert

Going to the Movies

There are great movies about land-
scapes and horses, great movies about 
cities and gangsters, great movies about 
doomed love and sacrifice, and then 
there are great movies about glittering 
stars playing glittering people.  These 
people say all the right things at the 
right time with the right accent and the 
right clothes, without effort or ostenta-
tion.  They glide through black and 
white spaces in flowing trousers or satin 
gowns speaking kindly to servants and 
unkindly to intruders or ex-spouses who 
have intruded into their glittering lives.  
They have drinks and sail on yachts, 
stride onto the tennis court with a rac-
quet thrown jauntily over one shoulder, 
and kiss on terraces in the moonlight.  
They are as likeable as Jimmy Stew-
art, as luminous as Katharine Hepburn 
and as charming as Cary Grant, who, 
not co-incidentally, can be seen in this 
week’s prime example of this glittering 
form, George Cukor’s The Philadelphia 
Story.  

These films were churned out by 
the dozen during the 1930s, when life 
outside the cinema glittered not at all, 
and audiences thronged to escape to the 
world of Easy Street, where heiresses in 
ball gowns met gentlemen in tuxedos at 
night clubs before heading off on ocean 
liners.  The Italians called them “white 
telephone” films after the ubiquitous 
instrument at the bedside of every 
fabulously wealthy woman awakened by 
a housemaid with a breakfast tray.  By 
1940, these stereotypes were ripe for 
turning inside out, or at least for closer 
inspection, and this is the subject, with 
no loss of glitter, upper class appeal, or, 
especially, star power, of The Philadel-
phia Story.

Katharine Hepburn is Tracy Lord, 
the spoiled rich girl, Cary Grant is C.K. 
Dexter Haven, her ex-husband who turns 
up in time to spoil her wedding, and 
James Stewart is Mike Connor, the tab-
loid writer sent to bring back the spoils 
of the class war for scandal-hungry read-
ers of Spy magazine.  The playwright 
Phil Barry wrote the Broadway play for 
Miss Hepburn, and based it on a real 
heiress of his acquaintance, Helen Hope 
Montgomery Scott of Philadelphia PA, 
who was famous for horsy pursuits, de-
clining suitors and seating her dog at the 
table during formal dinner parties.  Her 
wedding was the society event of the 
year, and each minutia was reported by 

All that glitters is Tracy Lord:  
The Philadelphia Story
at the Lighthouse Cinema

“Everyone wants to be Cary Grant.  I 
want to be Cary Grant.”  

If you’ve never seen The Philadel-
phia Story, one of the best movies ever 
made, this one is a must.  And if you 

have, come see it again, glittering up on 
the big screen at the Lighthouse Cinema, 
Thursday and Friday, noon and 7:30.  
See you there, right after champagne at 
the polo fields.

Above, left: Cary Grant plays C.K. Dexter Haven opposite Katherine Hepburn’s 
Tracy Lord. James Stewart is the scandal-sheet journalist sent to get the dirt.

George Cukor, right, directed The Philadephia Story



The Arts

Now Showing
Pacific Grove Art Center

568 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Gallery Hours: Wed - Sat 12-5pm, Sun 1-4pm 

Current Exhibits
February 25 - April 7, 2011

A Tribute to the Monterey Bay Fishermen
featuring  Paintings by Mark Farina and Terrence Zito

Historical Photos from the Pat Hathaway collection and Model
Fishing Boats by Mark DeMaria

A book signing of From Fisherman’s Wharf to Steinbeck’s Cannery Row,
by Randall Reinstedt

“Transcendence,” Encaustic Painting by Rumiko Okkerse
“The Moon and the Tree,” Surrealism using textured oils, pen and ink, and water-

color by NJ Taylor
Photography work of the Pacific Grove High School Art Program

Leela Marcum at 
Lalla Grill

Artist’s Reception
Wednesday, March 23, 2011

4pm—6pm

Lalla Grill, 1415 Del Monte Shopping Center, 
Monterey, will host an Artists’ Reception for its featured 
artist, Leela Marcum on Wed., March 23, from 4-6:00 
pm, with complimentary refreshments.  

Pat Ottone, owner of the Lalla Grill, uses the 
restaurant as a revolving showcase for local artists.  
“Leela’s work is an ideal ‘pick-me-up” for spring.  Her 
work is both delicate and vibrant, just like the season,” 
states Ottone.  

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Pacific Grove artist Leela Marcum paints with watercolor, acrylic, and soul. This 

show, titled “Blooming Conversations,” represents Leela’s colorful explorations of 
flowers and flower-like shapes. Small and large scale works in watercolor and acrylic 
will be on display through June 15, 2011.

Leela enjoys the unique challenges that come with each medium, including the 
unexpected delights of colors mixing in wet-on-wet and the delicate application of dry 
brush. Her goal for each painting is to depict the duality of serenity and energy of the 
subject.    

Leela’s work can also be seen on her website: www.leelamarcum.com. 
The Lalla Grill is a casual California restaurant with a contemporary garden at-

mosphere. 
The grill is open for lunch, dinner, and spirits seven days a week. For further in-

formation call Lalla Grill at 831-324-4632. 
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Classes at the Pacific Grove Art Center
Classes Held at Pacific Grove Art Center, 568 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove

Watercolor Class with Jane Flury. Tuesdays, 6-9 pm. $90 per 6-week session. 
Register at 402-5367 or artnants@aol.com.

Drawing Class with Jane Flury. Thursdays, 6-8 pm. $75 per 4-week session. Ba-
sics of perspective, shadow, and line. Beginners welcome. Please pre-register at 
402-5367 or email artnants@aol.com.

Outdoor / Indoor Painting Workshop with Mark Farina, Apr 1 & 2. Class will 
paint outdoors on location, plein air, on Friday. Saturday we will do a larger 
version on the plein air study in the classroom. Demonstrations in oil and water 
color. Limited to 8 students. Contact Mark Farina at 831-3737 0886 or visit his 
website – markfarinaartstudio.com.

Plein Air Boot Camp with Robert Lewis, May 7, 8 , 9 & 10. To attend this 4-day 
boot camp you should already have some experience painting outdoors, on 
location, in oils. Contact Robert Lewis at robert@robertlewisart.com or at his 
website -- robertlewisart.com.

Ongoing Drop In Classes
Mondays Yoga, 8-9am, All levels, get peaceful, get strong! Drop in $12  10 Class 

card $80 Call Susana to register: 831-239-2594
Tuesdays Go Figure! Open Draw for Adults, 9 am - 12noon. Ongoing Tuesdays. $10 

model fee. Contact Annie Bushey, 831-373-4575.
Wednesdays “Back to Flowers,” 3:30-5 pm. watercolor or acrylics for adults. $60 

Star Wars collection on exhibit
A large collection of Star Wars memorabilia is on display at the Cannery Row 

Antiques Mall in the upstairs gallery. The display belongs to Liz Tilley of Monterey. 
The exhibit will run through the end of April. The mall is located at 471 Wave St. and 
the hours are 10-5 every day. For more information call 655-0264

Celebrating 50 
years of Service to 

the World
Photos from Peace Corps

Opening reception for international 
photo exhibit 

 

March 25th

6:00-8:00pm 
Peace Resource Center 

Santa Catalina will be
Singin’ in the Rain

The timeless classic MGM musical, Singin' in the Rain, is coming to Santa Catalina 
April 1-8. Set in Hollywood, in the waning days of the silent screen era, the musical 
focuses on romantic lead Don Lockwood, his sidekick Cosmo Brown, aspiring actress 
Kathy Selden, and Lockwood's leading lady, Lina Lamont. Lina's less-than-dulcet vo-
cal tones make her an unlikely candidate for stardom in talking pictures and Kathy is 
brought in to dub her voice but the results of this scheming lead to a most unexpected 
and happy resolution!

Santa Catalina School is located at 1500 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey
For tickets, call the box office at 831.655.9341 or reserve tickets online at www.

santacatalina.org. Advanced reservations recommended.
General admission - $12.00; Senior, student, military - $8.00; Children (12 and 

under) - $4.00. Call for group rates.
Performance times and dates are: Friday, April 1, at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, April 2, 

at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, April 3, at 2:00 p.m.; Friday, April 8, at 12:15 p.m.
For more information please contact Roger Thompson at 831.655.9341.



Health & Well-Being
New You

Transform your negative beliefs. . .
transform your life.

Rabia Erduman, CHT, CMP, RPP, CST
Author of  Veils of  Separation

831-277-9029
www.wuweiwu.com

Transpersonal Hypnotherapy • Reiki
Craniosacral Therapy • Polarity Therapy

Nervous System Healing • Trauma Release
CDs: Chakra Meditation, Relaxation, Meditation, Inner Guides

Dirrick Williams

Principle Living

When you think of “slavery,” what 
comes to mind? Do you immediately 
think of the dark spot in our nation’s 
history? Do you think of African and 
American people of African descent 
bound in chains forced to toil against 
their will? Perhaps you think of children 
in foreign countries, innocent souls 
traded as a commodity in illegal, under-
ground sex and labor markets. Do you at 
all think by abusing alcohol, drugs, sex, 
fashion, etcetera, many people suppress 
and squandered their own hope and 
faith? Have you ever thought of slavery 
as being self-inflicted? In my opinion, a 
slave is any person restricted from living 
their potential, any person who feels 
they cannot, or will not faithfully live to 
manifest their own hope.

In observation and celebration of 
Black History Month, I recently ac-
cepted an invitation to speak at Seaside 
Middle School. It was an honor to par-
ticipate, and for both the students and I, 
it will be a day neither will soon forget.

I began by speaking of my geneal-
ogy. I told the kids a little about my 
maternal grandfather’s history; how he 
came to America by way of England, 
holding the hand of his father who at 
one point in time, was a slave. I spoke of 
my Grandmother, half Ethiopian - half 
Choctaw Indian, who raised 14 children 
to defend their home against the an-
tics of the KKK. I told them about my 
mother, how a young woman in Missis-
sippi served “colored” people in tents 
‘round back of the restaurant, picking 
up food orders through a small opening 
in the restaurant wall because “blacks” 
were not allowed inside. I told them of 
my own story. How in Grand Forks, 
North Dakota in 1977, I walked into a 
restaurant wearing a United States Air 
Force Uniform, and was told we “don’t 
serve niggers here.” We talked about 
the cruelty of the slavery and the Civil 
Rights era, about the murders, the rapes, 
the hangings, the dogs, fire hoses, whips, 
and many ways black people were 

de-humanized. As I spoke, the students 
were amazed (as was the teacher). I 
think they were shocked because they 
may have read about this sort of thing 
often, but possibly never has anyone 
personalized it for them. Then I dropped 
a bomb! I explained in my opinion the 
worst thing about slavery and Jim Crow 
were not the murders, the rapes, the 
beatings, or the hangings (as horrific as 
they are), but the worst thing is for an 

nearly three minutes, I stood saying 
nothing before one young man stood 
from the right center of the class. Slowly 
he walked to the front of the room; he 
stood before me, reached up, and took 
the five-dollar bill from my hand. He 
then politely asked; “Can I have it?” 
Yes, I replied; “you came and got it, it is 
yours.” You should have seen the faces 
of the other students as he walked to his 
seat.

I asked the other students why they 
saw something of value, desired to have 
it, but refused to get up and get it. I then 
held in my hand another five-dollar bill, 
and as I did, the entire class jumped 
to their feet. I asked them to sit; and 
explained what the first student did for 
them, Martin Luther King did for a race 
of people… they got it!

 So I ask you again, have you 
ever thought of slavery as being self-
inflicted? To this regard just as students 
sat motionless in their seats, so many 
of us sit in life. By tradition and status 
quo, by faulty perceptions, disbelief, 
fear, addictions, many live emotionally 
and mentally distraught - enslaved by 
self-inflicted oppression. I would like 
to remind you that Jesus Christ, Martin 
Luther King (along with many others), 
died in order that all may be free, in the 
full sense of the word.

Life is like a five-dollar bill waving 
before you. Rise up and go get it!

Pray and Meditate Daily… it makes 
a difference

In my opinion, a slave is 
any person restricted from 
living their potential, any 
person who feels they  
cannot, or will not  
faithfully live to manifest 
their own hope.

entire people hope was denied, and faith 
was squandered.

To prove my point, I reached into 
my pocket, pulled out, and held in the 
air a five-dollar bill. I asked them to tell 
me what it was, and once I was sure they 
recognized it, I asked, “Who wants it?” 
They all raised their hands - I do, I do, 
was all I heard as a class of eager minds 
assured me each wanted the money. 
Then holding the five-dollar bill in hand, 
I extend my arm up at 45 degrees. For 

www.PL4Life.com
My newly released book “Principle 

Living” is available on-line at these 
locations

Publisher/Xulon Press Listing: http://
www.xulonpress.com/bookstore/bookde-
tail.php?BB_ISBN=9781609578121

Amazon listing: http://www.ama-
zon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-
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Peace of Mind Dog 
Rescue raising funds 
for “signing” dog

 

Chal, an 8 year-old German Shep-
herd, has been learning sign language 
with her guardian, Sean Senechal. 
Senechal, a cognitive scientist and 
founder of the field of K9Sign, taught 
Chal to sign when the dog was a year old. 
Recently, the dog had been limping. 
When Senechal asked her what was 
wrong, the dog let her know that she had a 
sore nipple. It turned out to be cancerous. 
With treatments costing more than 
$5000, Senechal turned to POMDR for 
help. The Pacific Grove Helping Paw 
Program seeks to help Chal get the treat-
ment she needs. For more information, 
call Peace of Mind Dog Rescue at 831-
372-5169 or email carie@peaceofmind-
dogrescue.org.
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The Green Page
Remember when the bagger at the checkout 

asked, “Paper or plastic?” and you cheerfully 
answered, “Plastic! Save a tree!”

A coalition of clean-environment and con-
sumer advocates are asking to reverse that. In 
fact, they’re promoting an outright ban on the 
use of high density polyethylene (HDPE) plastic 
grocery bags. And we’re here to join them.

“Ban the Bag” movements are growing all 
over, despite the efforts of industry advocates 
who actually got an Assembly Bill passed 
(AB2449) which prohibits municipalities from 
imposing fees on plastic bags. Here’s why we 
think you should join the effort, too:

It takes the equivalent of 12 million bar-
rels of oil per year to make single-use plastic 
bags, which are made from natural gas. Think 
about that when you’re griping about the price 
of gasoline.

Only five to 10 percent get recycled, and 
that’s because analysts estimate that it’s more 
expensive to recycle them than it is to make 
new ones. So they go into the landfill, get sent 
to China, or worse – into the ocean.

Surfrider Monterey and Save Our Shores 
volunteers have removed more than 28,000 
plastic bags from local rivers and beaches in the 
past few years. It was the number three cause of 
marine wildlife becoming entangled in debris, 
behind fishline and fishing nets.

More than 267 species of marine wildlife 
have been harmed by plastic bag litter. You 
know this. You’ve seen the horrifying pictures 
of birds, seals, turtles, fish and otters among 
others that have ingested plastic bags or become 
entangled in them.

Some municipalities have tried the educa-
tion route. Tell people all these things and they’ll 
do the logical thing and stop using plastic bags. 
But they didn’t. The city of San Jose tried it and 
found that education alone did not significantly 
change people’s habits.

Twenty-five percent of the world has either 
banned or put a fee on plastic bags. Ireland, 
Scotland, Australia, south Africa. Bangladesh, 
Italy and China, which has not been known for 
its environmental consciousness.

Since 2008, these cities – including some 
with major populations – have banned plastic 
bags: Fairfax, Malibu, Palo Alto, San Francisco, 
San Jose and Los Angeles County. Manhattan 
Beach has even gone as far as the California 
Supreme Court in a battle against the plastics 
industry to ban the bags.

These cities are considering bans or fees: 
Encinitas, Los Angeles (city), San Diego, Santa 
Clara County (including 15 cities) and Santa 
Monica. Other places considering either a ban 
or the enactment of a fee include: Alameda 
County, Bakersfield, Belmont, Berkeley, Bur-
bank, Calabasas, Chico. Downey, Eureka, Foster 
City, Gilroy, Humboldt County, Laguna Beach, 
Long Beach, Marin County, Mendocino County, 
Moorpark, Pasadena, San Rafael, Santa Cruz, 
Santa Barbara, Sonoma County and Sunnyvale.

Pacific Grove city staff is working on a ban. 
One of the issues is that the plastics industry 
may come back and ask for a very expensive 
environmental impact report in hopes of stalling 
or preventing the ban. Let’s do the right thing. 
Don’t wait for a ban. We, as citizens, need to stop 
using these bags and go to re-usable cloth bags 
or even paper. Trees are renewable.

Oh, and you’ve probably heard it said that 
the reusable cloth bags breed disease. We have 
a solution for that, too. Wash them. How dumb 
does the plastics industry think we are?

Marge Ann Jameson

Opinion

These photos of rogue plastic bags, just waiting to blow into the Sanctu-
ary or be carried by stormwater, were photographed on my way to work 
in the mornings in Pacific Grove. The two above were taken right after 
the most recent rain; they are already in the gutter and could have been 
washed away at any moment. At left, I chased this bag to get the right 
angle and the woman whose shoe is in the picture snatched it away and 
put it in the trash a second later. Below, left to right: A bag in someone’s 
yard, a bag left in a grocery cart where wind could pick it up, and a dog-
gy poop bag -- well-intentioned and yes, biodegradable, but still fatal to a 
turtle if swallowed. The bottom right picture below is one of my favorites: 
Caught in my headlights, lurking under a bench at the grocery store.
Photos by Marge Ann Jameson.

Ban the Bag: You already know why


