
Kiosk In This Issue

Inside
Cop Log ................................3
Food ...................................12
Green Page ..................19, 20
Health & Well-Being ...........15
High Hats & Parasols ...........4
Legal Notices ........................5
Movies ................................18
Now Showing......................14
Opinion .................................8
Peeps ...................................9
Rain Gauge ..........................2
Sports .................................12
Up & Coming calendar .......17
Young Writers’ Corner ..........3

March 4-11, 2011 Pacific Grove Community News Vol. III, Issue 24

Times

Send your calendar items to:
kioskcedarstreettimes@gmail.com

Make us your friend on 
Facebook to receive 

calendar updates and 
reminders on your 

Facebook page!

Premiere - Page 7 Off to a good start - Page 12

See RAZED Page 2

March 3-13
 “Funny Girl” the Concert

MPC Theatre
 For Info call: 831 646-1213

www.mpctheatre.com
•

Thurs, March 10
10:00 a.m. Registration
Jack LaLanne Celebrity

‘GOLFREATION’
PG Golf Links

77 Asilomar Boulevard
1-916-922-3596

www.cahperd.org/jack.html
º

Thurs., March 10
7:30 p.m.

Jack Nisbet
Speaking on David Douglas

Monterey Native Plant 
Society Meeting

PG Museum of  Natural History
Free

•
Fri., March 11
7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Steve Gillette & Cindy Mangsen
Classic American folk singers

The Works
$15

Sat., March 12
7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

The Black Brothers
The Works

$20
667 Lighthouse Ave., PG

831 - 372-2242
www.theworkspg.com

•
Sat., March 12
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Pet Trust Seminar

Peace of Mind  Dog Rescue
700 Jewel Ave., PG

831 718-9122
•

Sat., March 19
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

“Problem Solving through Poetry”
Poet- in-Residence
Poetry Workshop

Dr. Barbara Mossberg
PG Public Library

$15
648-5760

LMaddale@pacificgrove.lib.ca.us

Sunday, March 13
1:30 PM 

Steve Palumbi presents his book: 
The Death & Life of Monterey Bay 

Canterbury Woods
651 Sinex Ave. Pacific Grove

No Charge-Community 
Welcome RSVP 657-4193 or 

Canterburywoods-esc.org

See MOLD Page 2

By Marge Ann Jameson and Cameron Douglas

Complaints by tenants about the upkeep of a Pacific Grove mixed-
use property have caught the attention of city and county officials. 
The property, located at 301 Grand Avenue on the corner of Laurel, 
is owned by Sam J. Matar. It has seen several businesses come and 
go over the past few years. Residential and commercial tenants state 
that they have seen no cooperation from the owner’s representative, 
Rose Marie Coleman.

A large room on the ground floor facing Grand Avenue is currently 
marked “For Rent.” Examination of the rental space during recent 
rains showed a pool of water covering most of the floor. A tangle of 
exposed electrical wires runs beneath the eaves. Thick mold is visible 
on several interior surfaces.

Joseph Berry, a Section 8 tenant, and Larry Zeller reside in units 
upstairs. Zeller had a business on the ground floor until last fall, 
when conditions drove his business, which is primarily making hair 
pieces for cancer patients, to another location, causing him financial 
loss and distress.

Kurt Heisig Music is the most recent commercial renter. In 
Heisig's music store, an area on the ceiling has begun to discolor, 
exposing what was likely the owner/manager's effort to disguise water 
damage with mere paint. He states that he’s afraid to unpack all of his 
antique display equipment for fear it will be ruined.

Two ground-floor suites on the Laurel Avenue side are also ad-
vertised for rent, one of the most recent tenants being a pre-school. 
Walls have caved in, wires are exposed, and there is a reek of mold 
in the air inside. A wood stove, likely too close to the walls to pass 
a fire inspection, sits without its flue. Black mold is crawling up the 
walls in the bathroom and spots the beams in the ceiling.

In the residential units upstairs, water flows along beams in the 
tenants' bedrooms. They have rigged catchments to "keep from being 
rained on."

Stairs are wobbly and the tenants have torn up carpeting which 
was soaked with rain water to keep the floor underneath from rotting.

City Building Official John Kuehl examined the premises with 
another building inspector on Jan. 31. In a letter dated Feb. 3, 2011, 
Kuehl notified property owner Sam J. Matar that Kuehl’s office has 
received multiple calls with concerns about the building and that 
remediation was needed, setting deadlines.

Some issues raised in Kuehl’s letter to the property owner are:
Roof leaks, exterior dry rot, window leaks, no permanent heat 

source for residential units, various electrical hazards, no operable 
smoke detectors, appearance of interior mold and unsanitary condi-
tions, plumbing leaks, fire hazard from a dislodged flue.

“A letter like this is not common,” said Kuehl, adding that he has 
seen “maybe ten” such situations in the past 4 years. Kuehl indicated 
repairs had to be made by March 17, 2011 to avoid abatement by the 
city attorney, and that final approvals had to be obtained by that time. 

The property owner could be subject to fines determined by a 
hearing officer if they remain out of compliance. Should the building 
be red-tagged the tenants would likely be referred to Mediation of 
Monterey as it then becomes a civil matter.

On February 25, an attorney for the property owner contacted 
John Kuehl with a request for a 30-day extension. Kuehl denied that 
request on behalf of the City, and set a new deadline of March 11 for 
securing of permits.Also on or by that date, there is to be a meeting 
on-site between Kuehl and a representative of the property owner. At 

City, tenants tag property owner 
over mold, leaks and more

Above: Downstairs, water flows from under the floor after 
recent rains. Below, left: The flue of a wood stove is missing. 
At right, a rainwater catchment made of Zip-Loc bags the 
tenant rigged to keep his bedroom dry.

Below, the Laurel Avenue side of the building. Would you 
rent it?

Funny Girl - Page 17
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NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC WORKSHOP 

City of Pacific Grove 
 

 

We need your help to 
PRESERVE PACIFIC GROVE’S 

CULTURAL AND 
ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 

 
Monday, March 14, 2011 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Pacific Grove Community Center 
515 Junipero Avenue, Pacific Grove CA 

 
 

 
The City of Pacific Grove is proud to sponsor the development of a city-wide 
historic context statement that will explore themes, events, people, and places 
significant to the history of Pacific Grove.  You are invited to learn more about 
this exciting project, and to contribute by sharing your photographs, maps and 
other materials or information you may have that pertain to historic 
architecture in the City.  We will be able to scan images at the workshop.   
 
The history of Pacific Grove is best told by the people who live and work here.  
We need your input to fully understand the history of Pacific Grove.    
 
Please join us for this informative workshop.  We look forward 

to seeing you there! 
 
If you have questions about this workshop, please call the Pacific Grove 
Community Development Department at (831)648-3190. 

that meeting, says Kuehl, deficiencies will be pointed out and what needs to be done 
clearly explained. also, Kuehl is demanding a schedule for completion of repairs.

Kuehl said that if permits are not secured by March 11, the next step in the process 
is a final letter. After that would be a compliance order, and then a session before the 
Hearing Board.

Joni Ruelaz, Housing Programs Manager for the Housing Authority of Monterey 
County, said Section 8 residences are inspected each year and that a recent inspection 
was done at 301 Grand. “The owner has indicated they don’t wish to do repairs, said 
Ruelaz. In the meantime, the possibility of red-tagging has Berry looking for another 
place to live. “The tenant wants to move,” Ruelaz said. After choosing a place, the 
Section 8 process starts over. “The family selects the unit, and the Housing Authority 
makes the inspection. Once inspected, the resident can move in.” 

Berry has also found himself needing a C-PAP machine to help him breathe at 
night. In the meantime, in an unrelated incident, a neighbor's eucalyptus tree fell on 
his car and squashed it. Repairs and responsibility for the damage remains up in the 
air, making it doubly difficult for Berry to look for a new place to live.

When contacted, Rose Marie Coleman said “I would not ask a tenant to live 
anywhere I would not live.” She says that she has served eviction notices on all the 
tenants. She claims she fixed a leaky faucet for Berry. “It’s in good shape,” she said, 
speaking of the premises. “There’s no deterioration I can see” since last year’s section 
8 inspection, she said.

At left: Rotted window frames and 
eaves, missing drywall. Section 8 ten-
ant Joseph Berry shows his breathing 
machine.

Above: Electrical wiring is exposed in a 
number of places. At right, a corner of 
the building, seemingly held together by 
paint -- if that.
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Cop log
Marge Ann Jameson

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported by Guy Chaney

Week ending 03/02/11 .................................... .75
Total for the season .................................... 15.16
To date last year (2010) .............................. 16.17
Wettest year ............................................................ 47.15
during rain year 7/1/97-6/30/98*
Driest year ................................................................. 9.87
during rain year 7/1/75-6/30/76*
High this past week .....................................................58°
Low this past week ......................................................35°
*Data from http://www.weather.nps.navy.mil/renard.wx/

PGHS Young Writers’ Club

Young Writers’ Corner

PG Doggone Dog Report
Bark, bark, bark

How long can a dog bark before it becomes a hoarse? On 8th Street, a 
dog was reported to have been barking for a day and a half. No one could 
be found at the residence. The reporting party was advised to contact the 
animal control officer if it kept up. 

Unreasonable noise of the human type (not barking)
Two people got into an argument over some spilled paint on Forest 

Avenue. The responding officer admonished both.

Should have stuck to arguing
Two teenaged boys were arguing and the older boy, 18, punched the 

younger one, 16, in the nose. The 18 year-old was issued a school suspen-
sion. The district attorney is investigating charges.

Lost and found
Someone lost a California driver’s license and someone else found it 

and turned it in at the police station.
Someone lost a purse and someone else found it and turned it in at the 

police station.
Someone lost a wallet and someone else found it and turned it in at the 

police station.
Someone lost a disabled person placard and someone else found it and 

turned it in at the police station.

Hard to hit the ball without bats
Someone lost a bat bag containing 8 bats, probably at a game Friday 

night.

Not on school grounds
A subject was arrested for trespassing on school property, and was later 

released.

Fraud
Reporting party said her name was used out of state to rent a car, but 

no charges were made to her account.

More fraud
Victim said he responded to an ad for a job on Craig’s List and instead 

was solicited for information about his home security system. Concerned 
that the solicitor had his “information,” he called police.

If I can’t call you, then you can’t call me either
A woman against whom another woman has a restraining order said 

the protected woman keeps calling her.  She wanted police to know that she 
had not initiated the calls.

Looking for lunch in all the wrong places
A citizen reported that an empty restaurant’s side door was open. The 

officer found the back kitchen door was also ajar (not unlike a dog becoming 
a hoarse) and the light was on, but no one was home. The officer secured 
the building and notified responsible parties.

Need a tip on a tip theft
Reporting party says they were distracted and a juvenile suspect grabbed 

the tip jar, then ran when confronted. The reporting party could only give 
a vague description.

Marijuana citation
During a vehicle check,  a suspect was found to be in possession of less 

than 28.5 grams of marijuana. Suspect was cited.

Blue Marble
by Ozzy Demir

You! Yes you, the blue marble
Why are you so corrupted?
Why are flowers dying within you?
What made you so wild, so blood thirsty?
At the end you always liquidate all of us anyway
You! The blue marble
On you we are all different but the same
From top to bottom, all around
Why aren’t we accepting this?
Yes you! The wicked, corrupted, unlucky blue marble
But there IS good in you
Where the flowers meet with green grass
Where the sunshine warms your aged skin
Where water flows through your land
Shall we perish blue marble?
Shall we?
Perhaps you know a way to circumvent
The disasters and wars and much, much more
Still you live and breathe like a veteran
That gives us hope
Inside the colored swirls 
That fascinate the children peering into your blueness

The Pacific Grove Public Library presents a poetry workshop by Pacific Grove’s 
Poet-in Residence, Dr. Barbara Mossberg on Saturday, March 19, from 9 to 12 noon.  
The title of the workshop is “Problem Solving through Poetry —how the process of 
writing poetry can rouse creative solutions for personal challenges.”  Workshop in-
cludes reading and discussion of Mossberg’s poetic strategies for resilience, including 
creative solutions, new optimism, and possibilities for life challenge. Dr. Mossberg’s 
class will include writing exercises and break-out groups.  The class is limited to 15 
people and a $15 fee will be charged to support the Poetry Fund.  Tea and pastries will 
be served.  For more information, please call Lisa Maddalena at 648-5760, or email 
her at LMaddale@pacificgrove.lib.ca.us.

Poet-in-Residence offers
Poetry Workshop March 19

Memorial Ceremony
A memorial ceremony will be held March 12 for Thomas Mark Tolen, 

Pacific Grove High school class of 1974. Thomas Tolen died February 11, 2011 
at his Antioch home. for information on the ceremony, send an email to tom@
shymanski.com
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Christine, the Laundry Lady,
does “magic” with your laundry!

Wash & Fold: $1.25/lb.
Your laundry washed, folded, ready to put away

or wear right out of the basket

Daily • Weekly • BiWeekly • Special Orders
Pickup & Delivery Available $5 and up

Call Today 373-4516
laundrylady.christine@gmail.com

Dear Readers: Please bear in mind that historical articles such as “High Hats & 
Parasols” present our history — good and bad — in the language and terminology 
used at the time. The writings contained in “High Hats” are not our words. They are 
quoted from Pacific Grove/Monterey publications from 100 years in the past. Our 
journalistic predecessors held to the highest possible standards for their day, as do we 
at Cedar Street Times. Please also note that any items listed for sale in “High Hats” 
are “done deals,” and while we would all love to see those prices again, people also 
worked for a dollar a day back then. Thanks for your understanding.  

Jon Guthrie

High Hats & Parasols

PACIFIC GROVE MASONIC LODGE #331
Established 1897

2B1ASK1
130 Congress Ave. Pacific Grove CA 93950

Telephone: 831-649-1834

PACIFIC GROVE MASONIC LODGE #331
Established 1897

2B1ASK1
130 Congress Ave., Pacific Grove CA 93950

Telephone: 831-649-1834

The News … from 1911.

Changes at Post Office: No Sundays!
Pursuant to an overwhelming public sentiment and in compliance with instructions 

from the Postmaster General that all city delivery offices close on Sundays, and that 
work loads of seven days weekly be given up, the delivery of mail from the carrier’s 
cases [mail bags] on Sunday will be discontinued.  No home delivered mail should be 
expected on future Sundays.

However, the General Delivery window will be kept open from 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
each Sunday for the exclusive accommodation of the traveling public, whose mail is 
addressed to the General Delivery of Pacific Grove.

Business people who desire their mail regularly on Sundays will be allowed to rent 
boxes (at the full rate) even though their mail is delivered to them by carriers on the 
other days of the week.  Any patron who so desires may have an important personal 
communication delivered to him at his residence upon occasion of a Sunday must ar-
range the payment of the prescribed fee for Special Delivery.

The Post Office department is desirous that its employees be given a day of rest.  
Hence, the foregoing plan will have to be rightly adhered to.  The cooperation of the 
public is earnestly requested in this matter.  Submitted by James Harper, Pacific Grove 
Postmaster.  I

Headless body found on shore
The naked and badly decomposed body of a man was found on the beach near 

the Grove on Thursday.  Ramon Romero, finder of the body, reported that the head of 
the man was missing.

Coroner Pell was summoned.  After an inquest on Thursday, Pell gathered a jury 
consisting of Wm. Bergschlecker, E. C. Miller, H. J. Schaufeld, F. Haskell, and E. S. 
Carlisle.  The jury brought in a verdict of death by drowning.

It is supposed that the man was either drowned by high water during recent flooding 
or that he is one of the three men who deserted from the sealer Anne when that craft 
was recently anchored in port.  It is known that two of the men abandoned their ship, 
but the theory is that the third man fell into the bay while intoxicated and was drowned.

Coroner Pell promised to advise if more information should be uncovered.  The 
Coroner cites special interest in the question of how the head and clothing could have 
gone missing unintentionally.

Auto mobiles gain popularity: garage to expand
Mr. L. H. Peterson, owner of the Pacific Grove garage, reports that he has made 

arrangements with H. E. Kent whereby the latter will build a concrete, fire-proof build-
ing on Grand avenue II running through the block to Fountain avenue.  Construction 

will take place on the site of the former Mammoth stable, previously destroyed by 
fire.  It is said that the structure is to be 60 by 140 feet in size.  Work is to commence 
immediately and will be rushed to completion by June 15.

It is the plan of the Pacific Grove garage to equip its plant with a first-class machine 
shop and install all the conveniences that autoists might wish for.  The building will be 
large enough to easily accommodate six machines.

Mr. Peterson states that the building may be somewhat larger than present demands 
require, providing in advance for future growth, but he does not intend to utilize the 
spare space for any other business purpose.

Gold is found!
While excavating to accommodate the construction of a new building, workmen 

are credited with unearthing gold coins valued in the amount of several thousand dol-
lars.  However, when questioned, the men refused to either confirm or deny the story 
being circulated.

That some money has been dug up is well known, but just how much has now 
been discovered may never be known. All those involved in the matter have agreed 
not to divulge any information. Their stated plan is to keep working at the generous 
labor rate of $5 a day.

Those who are familiar with the scene related a story about a former home at the 
location of the renovation, now razed, being once occupied by a pair of miners.  These 
men are rumored to have dug a mine in the mountains a considerable distance south of 
the Grove and are thought to have struck it rich. No theory about how the mined gold 
was turned into coins is extended.  However, the amount of the miners’ strike is thought 
to have been about $25,000.  II

Notes from around the area…
Having trouble keeping your auto mobile’s lamps lighted?  Hugh’s hardware offers 

carry-along cans and high-grade kerosene.
Heald’s school of business, located in Santa Cruz, would like to receive your request 

for free intern assistance.  Students will travel by train, work three days weekly on a 
schedule to be organized.  Employer provides only lunch.  III

Pastor E. Richards of the Emanuel Baptist church has announced services to be held 
Sunday morning at Robson hall.  Sunday school begins at 9:15 and preaching at 10:30.

The cost of living…
Former rancher gives it up.  Mr. W. B. Fitcher, now of Pacific Grove, has grown 

weary of ranching and wishes to retire. Fitcher owns 2,200 acres of pasture land, all 
fenced, with barns, workers bunk hut, and house.  Watered from wells.  There is enough 
cultivable land to raise hay and plenty for gardening.  Eight miles from the railroad, the 
property lies about 30 miles south of Salinas.  The price is $10,000.  Terms available, 
with reasonable interest.  See or write to W. B. Fitcher, Pacific Grove. See note below.

Author’s Notes
I   Previous to 1911, laborers were often required to work as many as 14 to 16 

hours each day, seven days a week.  However, studies conducted by Henry Ford 
revealed that lessening hours improved output and encouraged spending.  Com-
panies around the nation—including the post office—were cutting back to 6 or 
even 5 ½ workdays each week.  New Yorker George F. Johnson, co-owner of the 
endicott-Johnson Company (shoes and boots), was responsible for the 40 hour 
week and eight-hour working day which took effect five years later in 1916.

II   1911 grammar demanded that given names were capitalized while class identi-
fiers were not.  Hence Grand avenue and Fountain avenue were both capitalized 
correctly in 1911.  Your contemporary author refers to Bullions’s School Gram-
mar, first published in the 1870s by Sheldon & Company, No.8 Murray street, 
New York, for help with turn-of-the-century language.  This reference was once 
the property of Victoria Sealy, address unknown, who also penciled math and 
history problems upon its pages.

III   Gold coins were also unearthed in Monterey while bulldozing at the site of 
Monterey High School’s tennis courts.

IV   Founded in San Francisco in 1863, the Santa Cruz campus has been replaced by 
the Salinas campus of (now called) Heald College.  Intern assistance is still often 
available.

Please note!  Readers are advised that the 1911 prices quoted herein are no longer 
valid, nor are these items / properties available from the mentioned seller.  The Cedar 
Street Times appreciates the callers who have attempted to advantage themselves of 
these 1911 values, but we can be of no help.

Know some news or trivia from a century ago?  Contact the author Jon Guthrie: 
profguthrie@gmail.com.
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Christelle Harris

Squeak up!

www.aceyourtaxes.com
We enjoy working with our clients by providing them with tax 

preparation, representation, and general financial advice that will 
enhance their lives. We are here to help you manage your tax life.

J.W. Warrington & Assoc.
620 Lighthouse Ave., Suite 165

Pacific Grove
Mailing P.O. Box 51580, Pacific Grove

Phone: 831-920-1950

If you pay taxes, call us!

Boomer is happy to 
sponsor Squeak Up!

“Squeak Up” is sponsored by:

Squeak pulls

Central & Grand
(Near the park, museum and library)

Meet us at the Park!

-  P A C I F I C  G R O V E  C E R T I F I E D  -

www.EVERYONESHARVEST.org or  831-384-6961

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 20110345
The following person is doing business as 
Compassionate Care Monterey Bay, 2160 
California Ave., #214, Sand City Monterey 
County, CA 93955; Carmela Surbeck, 
2160 California Ave., #214 Sand City, CA. 
93955. This statement was filed with the 
Clerk of Monterey County on February 14, 
2011. Registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on N/A. Signed: Car-
mela Surbeck. This business is conducted 
by an individual. Publication dates: 02/18, 
02/25. 3/4, 3/11/11.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME:

 Petition of DRENNON RAY PRUETT 
Case No. M110583 Filed February 8, 
2011. To all interested persons: Petitioner 
Drennon Ray Pruett filed a petition with 
this court for a decree changing name as 
follows: present name DRENNON RAY 
PRUETT to proposed name DRENNON 
RAY KIMPTON. THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must file a 
written objection that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two court days be-
fore the matter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition without a hear-
ing. Notice of hearing date: April 08, 2011 
Time: 9:00 a.m. Dept. 15. The address of 
the court is: Superior Court of California, 
County of Monterey, 1200 Aguajito Rd., 
Monterey, CA 93940. A copy of this Order 
To Show Cause shall be published at least 
once each week for four consecutive weeks 
prior to the date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this county: CEDAR 
STREET TIMES. DATE: March 11, 2011
Judge of the Superior Court: Kay King-
sley. Publication dates: 2/18/11, 2/25/11, 
3/4/11, 3/11/2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 20110229
The following person is doing business as 
Flash Gallery, Angelina Gabriel, Angelina 
Gabriel Photography, 801 Lighthouse 
Ave., Suite 213, Monterey County, CA 
93940; Angelina Gandzjuk, 499 Irving 
Ave., #C, Monterey, CA. 93940. This 
statement was filed with the Clerk of Mon-
terey County on February 14, 2011. Regis-
trant commenced to transact business un-
der the fictitious business name or name(s) 
listed above on 01/2007. Signed: Angelina 
Gandzjuk. This business is conducted 
by husband and wife. Publication dates: 
02/18/11, 02/25/11, 3/4/11, 3/11/2011.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

Petition of STEVEE LUSK Case No. 
M110179 Filed February 15, 2011. To all 
interested persons: Petitioner Stevee Lusk 
filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing name as follows: present name 
AZARIA  HEAVEN QUIROZ to pro-
posed name AZARIA HEAVEN LUSK. 
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter shall appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection 
that includes the reasons for the objection 
at least two court days before the matter 
is scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the pe-
tition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing. Notice 
of hearing date: April 01, 2011 Time: 9:00 
a.m. Dept. 14. The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of California, County of 
Monterey, 1200 Aguajito Rd., Monterey, 
CA 93940. A copy of this Order To Show 
Cause shall be published at least once each 
week for four consecutive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing on the petition in 
the following newspaper of general cir-
culation, printed in this county: CEDAR 
STREET TIMES. DATE: March 18, 2011
Judge of the Superior Court: Kay T. King-
sley. Publication dates: 2/25/11, 3/4/11, 
3/11/11, 3/18/2011.

Legal
Notices

The one flaw that Squeak has when she is walking is that 
she pulls on the leash. She is one of those dogs who pulls so 
hard she is gasping for air, or walking sideways. I resolved one 
day that this pulling issue had to stop, and so I used my favorite 
tool, the internet, to find the best advice. The first website I 
came across said that it was an easy equation. It seems every 
time your dog pulls the leash, you stop, and beckon them back 
to your side.  Had I been inspiring her to pull all this time by 
just allowing it? 

The next day, on our morning walk, I resolved to try this 
stopping ritual to make Squeak stop pulling. We got five feet 
from the house, she pulled, I stopped and beckoned her back 
to me and she came back. We got ten feet from the house, I 
beckoned her, and she came back….and so it went all the way 
around the block. An hour later when we had arrived home, 
Squeak had not gained any understanding of walking properly 
on a leash. Instead of walking next to me, Squeak would pull, 
I would stop, she would walk in a circle toward me, and then 
continue pulling again. 

This ridiculous ritual of me stopping and waiting, her 
walking in a circle went on for about a week until I was tired 
of the one-block, hour-long walks. Squeak immediately went 
back to pulling the leash, and I hit the Internet again with my 
new-found time. There seem to be lots of products out there 
that beep when a dog pulls too hard, or dig into them a little, 
but they all seem so mean. The leashes that go around a dog’s 
muzzle and stop them from pulling are for bigger dogs, not 
cheweenies, so Squeak and I decided to go back to the draw-
ing board again.

For now, Squeak pulls. I guess the only saving grace is 
that she only weighs 13 pounds. Maybe next week we’ll have 
to write about professional dog trainers. 

People pick up
our paper

because they want to!
They read it, they keep it,

and share it,
because we write about them!

Advertise with Cedar Street Times,
Pacific Grove's only adjudicated 

NEWSpaper

We’re read all over!
831-324-4742

Pet Trust seminar
What happens to

your pet if you die?
What would happen to your beloved pet if something happened to 

you? Peace of Mind Dog Rescue and Animal Friends Rescue Project 
present a free seminar which will tell you how you can ensure your 
pet’s safe future.

Attorneys John Laughton and Kyle Krasa will lead an informa-
tive discussion on pet trusts. The seminar will include information on 
what a pet trust is and how to set one up for your pet.

Liza Horvath, Trust Officer and Senior Advocate will moderate 
the discussion.

The seminar will be held at 700 Jewel Avenue in Pacific Grove 
on Saturday, March 12 from 10:00 a.m. until noon.

To reserve your space and for more information call Peace of 
Mind Dog Rescue at 831-718-9122 or Animal Friends Rescue Project 
at 831-333-0722.

Peace of Mind Dog Rescue is a nonprofit organization which was 
founded to provide peace of mind to dog guardians by finding new 
permanent loving homes for dogs whose person can no longer care for 
them due to illness, death or other challenging life circumstances; and 
to relieving the suffering of senior dogs who end up in animal shelters 
and have a poor chance of getting adopted rom the shelter. For more 
information about volunteering, adopting or making a donation visit 
www.peaceofminddogrescue.org or call 831-718-9122.

Male and female English bulldogs for adoption to a good and caring home. Social-
ized with children and other pets. Excellent personality and comes up-to-date on 
vaccinations. Contact BillFrackan@Live.com for more information on the puppies.

“Something old, something new, something special just for you.”

www.AnimalFriendsRescue.org
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SERVICEAt Your

24 Hour
Mobile Service

831.620.0611
Antique locks • Lock-outs • Safe Repair
Keys • Commercial/residential re-keying

By The Sea
Jerry’s Plumbing

Full service plumbing
Commercial • Residential • Emergency

Water heaters • Drain stoppages
Repipes • Gas lines • Sr. Discounts

831-210-5924 mobile • Lic. #91836

PACIFIC ASTROLOGY & HYPNOTHERAPY
Readings, Healings, Tapping & more

Free newsletter

Joyce Meuse CHT •  (831) 236-6572
www.pacificastrology.com

Peace of Mind Pet Sitting
831.392.8020

www.peaceofmindpet.com
Pet 1st Aid Certified-Insured
































      
         
    




Oh, Have a Taste!
Richard Oh

It’s probably not the brownies you 
were thinking of.  These brownies are 
made with Otter Cove Syrah.  Christen 
Jones of Tasty Solutions came up with this 
recipe after trying the Syrah.  She thought 
what a great pairing this would be, and 
she’s right.  It is very delicious.  The first 
brownie recipe was found over several 
hundred years ago.  Today there are many 
variations to the recipe.  You can find them 
with chocolate chips, peanut butter, nuts, 
and hash just to name a few.  And now with 
Otter Cove Syrah…  The Syrah has white 
pepper notes up front, with smoky under-
tones, and a hint of plum at the end.  The 
spices balance nicely with the sweetness of 
the brownie and the texture compliments 
each other well.  

Christen Jones was born and raised 
in Prunedale, CA. She is the mom of two 
young boys who love to be in the kitchen. 
Christen started her culinary adventure at 
the young age of 10. She found herself 
behind the camera demonstrating cook-
ing techniques and recipes in her mom’s 
kitchen well before the Food Network. 
She found she had a passion for the art 
of cooking. Her mother would say, “You 
always knew there was something on 
Christen’s mind when you could smell 
her baked treats in the air!”

Christen went on to join one of the 
most rewarding businesses; the hospitality 
industry. Christen worked for The Pebble 
Beach Company for 8 years. In 2007 
while working at award winning Peppoli 
she completed the introductory course 
examination with the Court of Master 
Sommeliers. Soon Christen was interested 
in not only pairing wines with food but 
interested in creating dishes with wine.

Finally, in 2010 Christen left the 
business full time to join efforts in her 
husband’s budding business, Tasty Solu-
tions. Christen is the creative mind behind 
Tasty Solutions, while Marc Jones, her 
husband is the mastermind at distributing, 
coordinating special events and consult-
ing. It’s a challenge taking a recipe that 
feeds four and turning it into 400 people.  

Christen now enjoys making menus, ex-
ploring new food trends, and developing 
Tasty Solution’s stock of recipes.  

Otter Cove Syrah Brownies
 
3/4 c. Hershey’s cocoa
1/2 tsp. baking soda
2/3 c. vegetable oil
1/2 c. boiling Otter Cove Syrah

2 c. sugar
2 large eggs
1 1/2 c. unsifted all purpose flour
1 tsp. pure vanilla
1/2 tsp. salt
 
 
      Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Stir 

cocoa and baking soda in a large mixing 
bowl. Blend in 1/3 of the vegetable oil. 

Bring Otter Cove Syrah just to a boil in a 
small sauce pan. Add the boiling wine to 
mixture and stir until it thickens. Stir in 
sugar, eggs and remaining vegetable oil. 
Stir until smooth. Add the flour, vanilla and 
salt. Blend completely together. Lightly 
spray a 13 x 9 pan with non-stick cooking 
spray and pour mixture in.  Bake in oven 
for 30 minutes or until a stick comes out 
clean. Cool and cut into squares. Serve 
with fresh whipped cream and your fa-
vorite berries if you wish.  Don’t forget 
to enjoy the rest of the bottle with your 
family and friends. 

 If you have any questions, comments, 
or ideas, please email me at:  Richard@
ottercovewines.com 

Brownies with a twist…no, not that one!

Right: Mouth-watering brownies with 
a twist: Otter Creek Syrah

Small Business Websites
PROFESSIONAL, PERSONAL, ECONOMICAL, EASY.

PacificGroveWebsites.com
info@pacificgrovewebsites.com

POSTCARD DESIGN
AND PRINTING

FOR YOUR SALES AND MARKETING
View examples at

www.pacificgrovewebsites.com/postcards.html
INFO@PACIFICGROVEWEBSITES.COM
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C l o c k w i s e  f r o m 
a b o v e ,  D i r e c t o r 
Kellen Gibbs intro-
duces James Pot-
ter and the Curse 
of the Gatekeeper.  
Dav ie  Townsend 
portrayed Scorpius 
Malfoy. Dawn Gibbs 
(Kellen’s mother and 
Madame Curry in 
the film) with Kellen 
and his father, Jess, 
who played Merlin. 
Michael  Yanoska 
wasn’t in the film, but 
the young lady next 
to him was: she’s 
Meghan Donaghy. 
Playing James Pot-
ter’s brother, Albus, 
was Wylie Barnett.

Most of the cast: From L-R, back row: Matthew Mounteer (James Potter), Wylie Barnett and Jack Fletcher; Second 
row: Jonathan Vanderhorst, David Townsend, Kellen Gibbs, Whitney Gibbs, Gabriel Bileri; Front row, Michelle Crozier, 
Robin Olson, Sam Fife, Matt Salazar,  Mike Pesto, Dawn Gibbs and Jess Gibbs. Not pictured are Peter Mounteer, Evan 
Thibeau, John Thibeau and Phil Giron.

Above: He wasn’t the Gatekeeper, but the doorkeeper. Adam 
Pullum kept guard over samples of the book, the DVD, posters 
and CDs of the sound track. Photo by Katie Shain.

Premiere night of
Kellen Gibbs’s film 
James Potter and 
the Curse of the 

Gatekeeper
at the Performing 

Arts Center

By Marge Ann Jameson

There was no red carpet at the PG Performing Arts Center, and no 
paparazzi were there to snap pictures of the stars but judging from the 
smiles on everyone’s faces and the enthusiasm of the crowd it could have 
been a Hollywood premiere.

Instead, it was the big-screen debut of Kellen Gibbs’s feature-length 
film, James Potter and the Curse of the Gatekeeper.

Kellen, who has been working with motion pictures since he was in 
middle school, directed the film as his senior project for Pacific Grove 
High School. He has long been a fan of the J.K. Rowling Potter books, 
and discovered G. Norman Lippert’s series about the children of Harry 
Potter and other characters familiar from Rowling’s books. He began 
dabbling with short films and animations and posted them on the Internet, 
even coming very close to finishing the prequel to the current film, a 
piece called The Hall of the Elders Crossing.

Was it Voldemort? Someone from Slytherin? We may never know, 
but 90 percent of the footage for that first project was lost when his 
computer crashed, leaving Gibbs with only 30 minutes worth of footage.

Fans on the Internet encouraged him to pick it up again, and he says 
he was amazed to read in discussion groups and forums on the Internet 
that people really liked his work. It inspired him to contact Lippert about 
necessary permission, and he began work on it just before his senior year.

Kellen is self-taught, and learned many of the special effects on the 
Internet, in documentaries, and by trial and error. 

He can’t charge admission or even accept donations for it as part of 
the agreement for permission he made both with Lippert and J.K. Rowl-
ing, but as it didn’t cost him much to make (he says Merlin’s costume 
was the most expensive part) it’s not an issue for Gibbs.

The film was shot digitally. It has an intentional darkness, a brood-
ing feeling, intensified by the sound track of music by Isaias Garcia, 
a Canadian. Most of the scenes were shot locally, including a certain 
famous Victorian house which was colorized pink for the film. Some 
scenes were shot at the Pinnacles National Monument and others in Big 
Sur, and the garden at David Avenue School is recognizable as will be 
interiors of some friends’ homes.

And friends were a big part of Gibbs’s project. He cast them all, 
and as they are his friends (and his parents and sister) they seem to be 
made for their various parts. Matthew Mounteer, Jonathon Vanderhorst 
and Jack Fletcher take on the roles of Lippert’s three main characters: 
James, Ralph and Zane while actress Robin Olson plays Rose Weasley. 
The film’s cast also includes Kellen’s father, Jess Gibbs as Merlin and 
his mother, Dawn Gibbs as Madame Curry, a teacher at Hogwart’s 
School of Wizardry. David Townsend, Megan Donaghy, Wylie Barnett, 
Michelle Croizer, Rhyan Sanders, Gibbs’s best friend Peter Mounteer, 
Whitney Gibbs, Richard Forman, Evan Thibeau, Kayla Cromer, Madi-
son Donaghy, and many more round out the cast. Pacific Grove School 
District Board member John Thibeau even has a role as Potter’s recently-
deceased grandfather.

Kellen Gibbs will continue in movies, which he intends to study at 
college. But there won’t be another James Potter film for Gibbs in the 
foreseeable future, as his character Petra Morganstern, better known as 
Megan Donaghy, is probably going to attend Long Beach State and won’t 
be around. Gibbs doesn’t want to cast anyone else in the part.

It took him 17 hours to upload, but Kellen has made his film avail-
able on You Tube. It is viewable in four parts by searching  

http://www.youtube.com/user/elderscrossingseries

Photos by Peter Mounteer



Page 8 • CEDAR STREET Times • March 4, 2011 

March 21 Concert planned
for Sean Muhl

Skydecker Presents:
“Think Grey!” a benefit concert for Sean Muhl

Friday, March 25, 2011
With: Forrest Day  and Sun Hop Fat

At: Planet Gemini (2110 N Fremont Street, Monterey)
Doors open at 8:00 p.m., with comedy hour from 9:15 - 10:30, bands to follow

Tickets: $15 ages 21 and over
Advance tickets available at The Monterey Bay Educational Center

(153 Fountain Ave., Pacific Grove)

Says Keigan Skydecker: “When I hosted Bay Area bands Forrest Day and 7 Orange 
ABC at Fernwood this last January my brother (drummer for Forrest Day) and a bunch 
of his friends showed up with shaved heads. When I asked what was up with the new 
fashion statement they told me that a close friend of theirs had a brain tumor. Local 24 
year-old artist Sean Muhl had been diagnosed with Type 3 Anaplastic astromcytoma 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaplastic_astrocytoma) early January 2011 and will 
begin chemo and radiation starting in March.”

“I figured the best way we as local artists and musicians could help our buddy 
would be to host a benefit concert,” said Skydecker, who has hosted other benefit 
musical events.

The American Cancer Society will be getting involved and will also receive a 
portion of the proceeds, enabling the concert to reach a wider public. 

Monterey Bay Education Center, 
through their Benefit Gallery, hosted a si-
lent and live art auction to benefit the fam-
ily of Sean Muhl. Donated art pieces, many 
produced by Pacific Grove High School 
students, were auctioned and $2400 was 
raised that evening alone.

“Sean being there was great. Having 
the community support was phenomenal. 
The family was very touched,” said Tina 
Silvestri, co-founder and president of the 
center and gallery.

In addition to hosting the event, the 
gallery donated a percentage of sales all 
month long to Sean and his family. They 
also donated two pieces, a sculpture of 
a Monterey cypress tree and a string of 
pearls. The person who won the pearls 
purchased her tickets at the “Songs for 
Sean” concert at the high school. She gave 
the pearls to Sean’s mother.

There are also donations made to the 
family personally above and beyond the 
auction sales.

Sean is gearing up for radiation and 
chemotherapy next week, the second week 
in March.

 Sean was born and raised in Monterey County.  He attended school in Pacific Grove and 
graduated from Pacific Grove High School where his father, Norman Muhl, was a beloved 
art teacher. Sean graduated in 2004 and moved to Florence, Italy where he studied art.  He 
returned to the United States and entered San Francisco State University to study International 
Relations. He Studied at the Amsterdam University in Amsterdam.  He graduated from San 
Francisco State University .in 2010 with a Bachelor’s Degree in International Relations.  
Sean hopes to join an International Aid Organization and pursue a Master’s Degree.  He 
continues to create his art.

Think Gray: Art auction at MBEC for Sean Muhl

Staff and Family: Members of the staff of Monterey Bay Educational Center along with Sean Muhl, 
his brother and father (far right)

Above: Slumped glass pieces by Norm Muhl were among the items auc-
tioned. Below, auctiongoers perused the items on the silent auction table.

Above, L-R: Sean’s mother, Lynette, his father, Norm and 
Pacific Grove High School art teacher Matt Kelly. Behind 
Norm Muhl is Neil Jameson from Cedar Street Times.



Letters

Opinion

Why do immigrants risk
everything to get to the
United States?

The Peace Resource Center, located at 
1364 Fremont Blvd. in Seaside, will pres-
ent Wetback: The Undocumented Docu-
mentary (Bi-lingual series) on March 4 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Peace Resource Center.

Cost is free. for more information call 
831-899-7322.

Why: Learn about what drives im-
migrants to risk everything. Director 
Arturo Torres follows the footsteps of 
immigrants traveling from Nicaragua to 
the United States. On their journey, they 
encounter gangs and vigilantes as well as 
border patrol.

Battle of the Bands and Soloists 
invited to enter competition

The Foundation for the Performing Arts – Pacific Grove is sponsoring its first 
Battle of the Bands and Soloist Competition open to all Monterey Bay area high school 
students playing in any genre who submit their application and are selected as an event 
finalists. An application, performance video, photo, and fee are required to enter. There 
is a $25 entry fee for bands and $10 entry fee for soloists. 

Bands and soloists submissions will be juried by a panel of music aficionados 
and community members. Finalists will be notified by April 8, 2011. The Battle of the 
Bands and Soloists will be at the Performing Arts Center – Pacific Grove on Saturday, 
May 7 at 6:00 p.m. Cash prizes will be awarded to the top three bands and soloists, 
including a $500 first prize in the band competition and $150 for the first place soloist. 
For a complete list of prizes, go to the Foundation’s website. 

Entry deadline is March 25, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.
Submit application to Foundation via PG Hometown Bulletin at 620 Lighthouse 

Ave., PG. Complete entry info and application is available at www.performingartscenter.
org. For all other questions, call the Foundation at 831-655-8814. 

The Foundation for the Performing Arts Center – Pacific Grove will host the Battle 
of the Bands & Soloists Competition on May 7 in the Performing Arts Center – PG. 
The Competition is open to all Monterey Bay high school students Cash prizes will be 
awarded for first, second and third places in addition to other prizes. Complete details 
are available at www.performingartscenterpg.org 

For more information on the event, call Lindsay Munoz at 831-647-1641.

About the Foundation for the Performing Arts – Pacific Grove: 
The Foundation for the Performing Arts Center – Pacific Grove (Foundation) is a 

non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization, with an all volunteer Board of Directors, and whose 
mission is to make the performing arts available to its community. Proceeds of the any 
event, minus operating expenses, are used to maintain and enhance the Performing 
Arts Center and benefit the performing arts for students. 

Bocce teams 
forming for

March tourney
The Pacific Grove Art Center will 

have its 2nd Annual Bocce Tournament on 
March 27, 2001 at 2:00 p.m. This tourna-
ment is a fundraiser for the Art Center, 
which encourages art appreciation in the 
community through exhibits, classes and 
events. Enjoy a little friendly competi-
tion while supporting this worthwhile 
organization.

Form a four person team to play on 
our indoor courts. Reserve a spot for your 
team by sending a check or money order 
for $65 with your team name and contact 
info to; PGAC, P.O. Box 633, Pacific 
Grove, CA 93950. The fee will increase 
to $75 after March 15th.

For more information please contact 
board member Johnny Aliotti at 831-521-
7476.

Editor,
I am a retiree of the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), a non-for-profit 

technical R&D organization for the electric power industry.
Regarding concerns expressed by your guest commentator in the February 25 

“Smart Meters: It’s Time to Take Action”, I disagree with her call to take action, and I 
want to tell you what I know.

Health - The health hazard perceived by some people is radio waves. Radio and 
TV have been emitting waves for a long time. Now we have cell phones, cordless 
phones, WiFi, baby monitors, garage door openers, and many other devices emitting 
radio waves. In this respect, the SmartMeters are no different. Public exposure to emis-
sions from Smart Meters is far less than FCC standards, and less than from many other 
electronic devices in use.

Hacking – Since transmissions of kwh readings are encrypted, a great effort would 
be required on the part of a hacker.  I see little incentive anyway.

Accuracy  -  A few PG&E customers have complained about increased bills after 
the old meter was replaced. The California Public Utility Commission funded an inde-
pendent study that showed SmartMeters, statistically, were actually more accurate. In 
some cases, the old mechanical meters were worn and under-reporting. In some other 
cases, a contractor had installed the new meters incorrectly.

Deployment of SmartMeters is important because they are the key component of 
the smart grid. Perceived objections are outweighed by future benefits which include:
· Overall efficiency improvement by load leveling. This will reduce greenhouse gases, 
reduce operating cost, and ultimately lower rates.
· Quicker response to outages.
· A more reliable grid, reducing the risk of major black-outs.

Robert Frischmuth
Pacific Grove

The Corporate Non-Answer
By Cameron Douglas

Words are my life. So when I am challenged to a word-duel, I pull out my Bic pen, 
walk 20 paces, turn and fire. I can’t help it. More and more these days the art of simple, 
direct communication is under attack; and I, the Word Sheriff, am here to defend it.

The practice of turning a phrase to suit one’s own purpose is pretty common. Lead-
ing the pack in this field is what I call the Corporate Non-Answer. We’ve all heard it: 
ask a direct question that may furrow the brow of some high-powered corporate lawyer, 
and what you get is something that sounds like an answer but isn’t.

Last week, I called a bank in Texas to verify funds on a check that a client had 
given me. The automated answering system informed me, without hesitation, that the 
account did not have sufficient funds to cover the check. I even asked it twice. This 
surprised me since the client seemed like such a nice man.

So I called back and got a live person on the line. She referred me back to the 
machine, which stated again in no uncertain terms that the account was NSF. I called 
again and spent a lot of time on hold. Twenty minutes later I got through to Daniel, 
who never really answered my question.

ME: “Daniel, is there enough money in this account to cover this check? The 
machine says no.”

HIM: “That check will clear.”
ME: “Yes, I’m sure it will—eventually. I want to avoid NSF charges against myself 

if this check bounces. You haven’t answered my question. Are there sufficient funds to 
cover this check right now, today?”

HIM: “That check will clear.”
I hung up and decided to wait a day and then call the machine again. At least it 

knows how to commit. I suspect that while Daniel has certainly mastered the Corporate 
Non-Answer, he spends his Valentine’s Day alone because he is unable to give a clear, 
direct response. To wit:

HER: “Daniel, do you love me?”
HIM: “I love being with you.”
HER: “You didn’t answer my question. Do you love me?”
HIM: “I love being with you.”
Shifting gears, I turned my attention to my ailing computer. We’ll call him Mac. 

I took the offending part—an outmoded hard drive ribbon—to the bright, brimming, 
bustling place that usually solves these problems. A very serious, vertically challenged 
young man greeted me at the door. We’ll call him Mini-Mac. Next to him stood a silver-
haired man about my age and height, who smiled and nodded.

“Can I help you?” Mini-Mac asked.
“Yes,” I said, and held up the cable.
Mini-Mac frowned. “We don’t sell parts here.”
“What do you mean?” said I. “I bought a VGA monitor adapter two years ago right 

off that wall over there.”
“That’s different,” he said. “An adapter isn’t a part.” 
I thought about what he said. “Do you mean you don’t sell anything that goes on 

a computer?”
“We don’t sell parts here.”
The Corporate Non-Answer, twice in one day. That did it. I drew my Bic and 

shook it at him.
“Now look,” I growled. “I know a thing or two about words. The definition of ‘part,’ 

in this case, is ‘a portion, piece or fragment that is less than a whole.’ I see you sell 
whole computers. The pieces that attach to them, such as adapters, are therefore parts.”

“We don’t sell parts here,” Mini-Mac repeated dully. The silver-haired man smiled 
and nodded again. I began to think he was throwing his voice.

“OK, fine,” I said. I pulled out Daniel’s phone number and gave it to Mini-Mac.
Who knows, it could be the start of a beautiful friendship.

SmartMeters: Benefits outweigh objections
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Marine Sanctuary plans volunteer training
An information meeting for anyone interested in being a volunteer docent for the 

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary will be held Wednesday, March 9, in the 
first-floor conference room of the sanctuary office at 299 Foam St. in New Monterey. 
Parking is available in the lot behind the building.

The meeting is scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. to outline the sanctuary’s two educa-
tional docenting programs – Bay Net for docents along the shoreline and Team Ocean 
for volunteers in kayaks during summer months.

Training sessions will be held 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesdays from April 6 through May 
11, with some weekend trips and training sessions to be announced.

For more information, see montereybay.noaa.gov or contact volunteer coordinator 
Lisa Emanuelson at lisa.emanuelson.noaa.gov or 647-4227.

Volunteers sought for
first-ever LaLanne 
tourney, workout and 
conference March 10-13

A number of volunteers are needed to 
help at the March 10 Golfreation Event at 
the Pacific Grove Golf Links. Organizers 
promise a whole lot of fun (and the oppor-
tunity to meet lots of people, perhaps even 
some famous ones!). Volunteers would 
staff the registration tables.

In addition, volunteers are also sought 
for the Workout On The Wharf event 
March 10 in the afternoon, and volunteers 
to man the registration tables Thursday 
and Friday during the days at the confer-
ence event. Ads are in this issue for all the 
events. If you know of anyone or a group 
who would like to join organizers for a 
whole lot of fun please have them email 
their names, contact numbers and what 
times they’re available to debbiefrench@
me.com or call her at 805-550-2213. 

Republican 
Women’s

March luncheon
Speaker: Sue McCloud, 

Mayor of Carmel

The luncheon meeting of the Mon-
terey Peninsula Republican Women’s 
Federated club will be held on Thurs., 
March 10, 2011, at Rancho Canada 
Golf Club, 4860 Carmel Valley Rd. 
The speaker is Sue McCloud, Mayor 
of Carmel-by-the Sea, who will speak 
about the Regional Water Desalina-
tion Project. Sue McCloud was elected 
Mayor in 2000. She graduated from 
Sunset and Carmel High Schools, 
Stanford University, the National War 
College, and attended the Graduate 
Institute of International Studies in 
Geneva, Switzerland. She has served 
on many commissions and boards.

Social time is at 11:30, and lun-
cheon starts at noon. Cost is $20 per 
member and their guests, $25 for non-
members.

RSVP before Mon., March 7 to 
375-3573 or info@mbrwf.org.  Visit 
www. mbrwf.org for more information.
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Pacific Coast Church presents:

MONEY, MEN AND WOMEN
with Rabia Erduman

We will explore how women and men are conditioned differently 
around money, and look at how this keeps us stuck.

Using simple exercises, we will discover which Chakras (energy 
centers through our body) these negative beliefs are in and learn 

how to clear them, so that we can enjoy the flow of  money.

Saturday, March 5th: 10am - 4pm
Sunday, March 6th: 1:30pm - 4:30pm

Fee: $130,- Early registration: $110,- if paid by Feb. 27th.
To register and pay with a credit card,

call the Mindshop at 831-372-2971
Facilitator: Rabia Erduman, BA, CHT, RPP, CST, CMT

Central Presbyterian Church of Pacific Grove
325 Central Avenue, 831-375-7207

Chabad of Monterey
2707 David Avenue, Pacific Grove, 831-643-2770

Christian Church Disciples of Christ of Pacific Grove
442 Central Avenue, 831-372-0363

Church of Christ
176 Central Avenue, 831-375-3741

Community Baptist Church
Monterey & Pine Avenues, 831-375-4311

First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove
246 Laurel Avenue, 831-373-0741

First Church of God
1023 David Avenue, 831-372-5005

First United Methodist Church of Pacific Grove
915 Sunset @ 17-Mile Dr.,  Pacific Grove - (831) 372-5875

Worship:  Sundays @ 10:00 a.m.

Jehovah’s Witnesses of Pacific Grove
1100 Sunset Drive, 831-375-2138

Lighthouse Fellowship of Pacific Grove
804 Redwood Lane, 831-333-0636

Mayflower Presbyterian Church
141 14th Street, 831-373-4705

Pacific Coast Church
522 Central Avenue, 831-372-1942

Peninsula Christian Center
520 Pine Avenue, 831-373-0431

Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Avenue, 831-647-1610

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church
146 8th Street, 831-655-4160

St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
Central Avenue & 12th Street, 831-373-4441

Seventh-Day Adventist Church of the Monterey Peninsula
375 Lighthouse Avenue, 831-372-7818

American Institute of Wine & Food (A.I.W.F.) Monterey Bay Chapter has planned 
a St. Patrick’s Day celebration for Sun., March 13 from 2 - 6:00 p.m. at the Monterey 
Peninsula Yacht Club, Wharf # 2, Monterey (next to LouLou’s).

The Beer, Brats and Burgers Barbeque will include half-pound burgers, brats, 
potato salad, green salad and all the fixings. Beer will be donated by AIWF Business 
Member Carmel Valley Brewing Company. A no-host bar will be available. A dessert 
bar, coffee and tea are also included. Green attire is encouraged. 

Cost of the celebration is $40.00 members, $115.00 non-members (includes a one-
year A.I.W.F. membership.) Paid reservations are required by March 9. Reservations 
are limited to the first 80 people. A credit card or check will hold your reservation.

RSVP: Marilyn Post (831) 622-0115. Visa and MasterCard are accepted or you 
may send checks to A.I.W.F. Monterey Bay Chapter, P.O. Box 1858, Monterey, CA 
93942. No refunds or credits will be issued for no-shows or missed events.

A.I.W.F. plans St. Patrick’s 
celebration March 13

Go outdoors with upcoming Monterey 
Regional Park District classes

A pair of kayaking adventures on Elkhorn Slough, a two-day class in wilder-
ness first aid, and photography adventure along the back roads of Monterey and San 
Benito counties are among the programs being presented very soon by the Monterey 
Peninsula Regional Park District (mprpd.org).

Details are below. 
For information on all winter activities offered by The Park District, please see the 

MPRPD’s fall/winter Let’s Go Outdoors! guide or go on-line at mprpd.org.

Paddle with the Birds
     Elkhorn Slough serves as a dramatic backdrop for shorebirds on their migration 

and shelters one the most diverse bird populations on the continent.  This four-hour 
kayak tour led by a naturalist guide coincides with low tide.  See rare birds feeding 
on the exposed mud flats.  Be prepared to update your birding life list during this 
extraordinary trip!
Ages 10 and up, minors must be accompanied by adult, Saturday, March 5, 12 noon-4 
PM, Moss Landing, North Harbor, $50 (district resident), $55 (non-district resident), 
plus $10 materials fee paid at site.  Instructor: Kayak Connection.

Be Prepared: Wilderness First Aid (Two-day)
     Real-life preparation for the outdoor enthusiast or professional.  Wilderness 

medicine, sound judgment, decision-making and leadership skills are taught in a series 
of interactive lessons and scenarios.  Topics include patient assessment, trauma and 
medical and environmental emergencies.  Participants will earn Heartsaver CPR and 
Wilderness First-Aid Certificates.
Ages 16 and up, Saturday, March 5, and Sunday, March 6, 8 AM-4:30 PM, both days, 
Garland Ranch Regional Park Museum, 700 W. Carmel Valley Road, $125 (district 
resident), $138 (non-district resident).  Instructors: Backcountry Medical Guides.

Roads Less Traveled
Explore little-known back roads of Monterey and San Benito counties for out-

standing scenery and photographic opportunities.  With an emphasis on composition 
and learning to see, develop your artistic vision and enhance your photographic skills.  
Receive individual coaching and feedback in the field.
Ages 18 and up, Saturday, March 5, 9 AM- 6 PM, location to be announced (see 
mprpd.org for details), $145 (district resident), $160 (non-district resident).  Instruc-
tor: David Gubernick.

Discover Elkhorn Slough
Glide the tides discovering the awe that is Elkhorn Slough.  Paddle your kayak 

listening to the shorebird chorus, sea lions barking, and the screech of young otter 
pups.   This guided tour is a symphony of sights and sounds for all levels of paddlers.  
Gear is provided.
Ages 5 and up, an adult must accompany minors, Sunday, March 6, 9:30 AM-12:30 
PM, Moss Landing, North Harbor, $45 (district resident), $50 (non-district resident), 
plus $10 materials fee paid at site.  Instructor:  Kayak Connection.

Pre-registration is strongly suggested for all classes and programs offered by The 
Park District.  Register online at www.mprpd.org or in-person between 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m., Tuesday-Friday at the MPRPD office, 60 Garden Court, Suite 325, Monterey 
(check, money order, Visa or MasterCard accepted).   If space is available, there is an 
additional charge of $5 to register the day of the class.  On-site registration begins 20 
minutes prior to the start of the class.  All check-in and registration closes 5 minutes 
before the class begins.  For more information, please contact Joseph Narvaez, at 
372-3196, ext.  3.



S.T.N.
Pirate’s Radio
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™
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Peninsula Tire
Service Inc.

Sunday’s Guest: TBA
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March 10-13, 2011 – Beautiful Monterey, California

Dr. Regina 

Benjamin

Join CAHPERD in

creating the healthiest

children in America in

five years by attending

this important event!

The California Association for Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance (CAHPERD) is hosting the:

“2011 CAHPERD California Congress 
on Creating the Healthiest Children in America”

Monterey Conference Center & Portola Hotel & Spa

Further Information:
www.cahperd.org or
(916) 922-3596

Save 

the Date

Antronette (Toni)

Yancey
Elaine 

LaLanne
Dan 

Isaacson

Keynote Speakers include:

Thom 

McKenzie

How cold was it?

Peblbe Beach’s Rod Dewar started with a 
group from the MPCC Golf Tournament doing 
the Washington’s Birthday Swim when he was 
at Stanford in 1949, 62 years ago. The former 
Washington’s Birthday Swim used to be held in the 
cove at the Old Beach House, but when they almost 
lost somebody out to sea, it was moved over to the 
Beach Club Stillwater Cove.

Pictured above, left to right are a few of the people 
involved above this year, and how many years 
they’ve been involved: Chuck Baird, Carmel, 46 yrs.;
Brendan Connolly, Monterey, 2 years; Terry Baldwin  
Pebble Beach,13 years; Rod Dewar, Pebble Beach  
62 years; Peter Huegemier, Pacific Grove, 43 years.

Polar Bears swim

OK, it wasn’t snow like they got in Watsonville and Salinas, but frost on the 
windshield is an uncommon occurrence in Pacific Grove. Vince Tuminello sent 
us this shot.

Casual Mexican & American Cuisine
Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner
162 Fountain Ave., Pacific Grove

831-656-9235

Mando’s

Happy Hour 

Wednesdays!

All beer $2.99
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Breakers of the Week

Devin Brown, placed fourth at 
CCS wrestling

Robin Bursch, named Goalie of 
the Year for MTAL girls soccer

Aubrie Odell, named Defender 
of the Year for MTAL girls soccer.

Kristian Grobecker, 
named All MTAL for boys basketball

Maria Aiello, named All 
MTAL for girls Basketball

David Oh, named All MTAL for 
soccer

Daniel Giovannazo, named 
All MTAL soccer

Photos courtesy
Laura Dadiw

Sports
PGHS Breakers

Pacific Grove La Crosse players won their first pre-season game vs Santa Cruz 
12-2 earlier in week, and then went on to win the entire jamboree held Saturday, 
Feb. 26 at Watsonville. This despite snow on the field.

Fans and families braved the cold to cheer the Breakers to a finishing record of 
4-0-1, while College Park's score was 4-1-0 and Robert Louis Stevenson finished 
with 3-0-2. They tied Pacific Grove in the final game.

The jamboree was not league play, but the Breakers are lookin' good for the 
season! Varsity coach is Pete Winn, and junior varsity coach is Chris Giron.

La Crosse team takes Watsonville Jamboree
Despite snow on the field, they go 4-0-1

Pacific Grove fields its first Junior Varsity LaCrosse team

NOTE: Last week, despite our best efforts, we were unable to learn the 
name of a much-appreciated assistant coach from DLI who helped the Break-
ers wrestling team take its first-ever title. That man’s name is Chris Moore. We 
apologize for not being able to have it in time for press last week.
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join us!

March 4!

Everywhere you look, 

lights beckon and 

hallways and doorways 

draw you in.

FIRST FRIDAY PG

Merchants and 
businesses will be 
open at least until 8 PM

Meet Pacific Grove!

March 4 (Friday) and 
each First Friday of 
every month. Wherever 
you see a green flag, 
there will be a welcome 
light on … and maybe 
free refreshments or 
entertainment.

Or both!



Emy Ledbetter’s paintings are per-
sonal adventures in the spiritual world. As 
a self-taught artist, Emy has been painting 
for over 30 years and feels the very act of 
painting set her on a profound spiritual 
search. She has found that people who are 
attracted to and buy her work are also on 
this journey.

“As I paint I allow myself to go be-
yond the normal art expectations, and I 
begin to truly experiment. The technique I 
developed helped me open up to my inner 
teachings. There is an inner truth that is 
within all of us. The term ‘Spiritual’ means 
those experiences we have for which there 
are no words. I was able to tap into this 
through my work. I am a spiritual painter.“

Emy has developed a mixed-media 
process on canvas involving acrylics and 
a resist process that is repeated again and 
again, layer by layer. Ultimately figures 
that appear to float in a field of texture 
and color shimmer into being. It is this 
illusionary presence that gives her paintings their mysterious appeal.

Few of us are able to share our interior path, so rich in symbols and meanings, yet 
Emy offers a unique glimpse into a spiritual world of love, light and wisdom through 
her art. Collected internationally, Emy Ledbetter is a gifted artist specializing in Angel, 
Goddess, Oriental and Native American paintings.

Artisana Gallery is located at 301 Forest Avenue in Pacific Grove. Gallery hours 
are 11-5:00 p.m. Tues.-Sat.
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Transform your negative beliefs. . .
transform your life.

Rabia Erduman, CHT, CMP, RPP, CST
Author of  Veils of  Separation

831-277-9029
www.wuweiwu.com

Transpersonal Hypnotherapy • Reiki
Craniosacral Therapy • Polarity Therapy

Nervous System Healing • Trauma Release
CDs: Chakra Meditation, Relaxation, Meditation, Inner Guides

The Arts

Now Showing
Pacific Grove Art Center

568 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Gallery Hours: Wed - Sat 12-5pm, Sun 1-4pm 

Current Exhibits
February 25 - April 7, 2011

A Tribute to the Monterey Bay Fishermen
featuring  Paintings by Mark Farina and Terrence Zito

Historical Photos from the Pat Hathaway collection and Model
Fishing Boats by Mark DeMaria

A book signing of From Fisherman’s Wharf to Steinbeck’s Cannery Row,
by Randall Reinstedt

“Transcendence,” Encaustic Painting by Rumiko Okkerse
“The Moon and the Tree,” Surrealism using textured oils, pen and ink, and water-

color by NJ Taylor
Photography work of the Pacific Grove High School Art Program

ARTIST’s RECEPTION
LALLAgrill Showcases the Work of  Leela Marcum

Wednesday, March 23, 2011
4pm—6pm

Lalla Grill, 1415 Del Monte Shopping Center, Monterey, will host an Artists’ 
Reception for its featured artist, Leela Marcum on Wed., March 23, from 4-6:00 pm, 
with complimentary refreshments.  

Pat Ottone, owner of the Lalla Grill, uses the restaurant as a revolving showcase 
for local artists.  “Leela’s work is an ideal ‘pick-me-up” for spring.  Her work is both 
delicate and vibrant, just like the season,” states Ottone.  

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Pacific Grove artist Leela Marcum paints with watercolor, acrylic, and soul. This 

show, titled “Blooming Conversations,” represents Leela’s colorful explorations of 
flowers and flower-like shapes. Small and large scale works in watercolor and acrylic 
will be on display through June 15, 2011.

Leela enjoys the unique challenges that come with each medium, including the 
unexpected delights of colors mixing in wet-on-wet and the delicate application of 
dry brush. Her goal for each painting is to depict the duality of serenity and energy 
of the subject.    

Leela’s work can also be seen on her website: www.leelamarcum.com. 
The Lalla Grill is a casual California restaurant with a contemporary garden 

atmosphere. 
The grill is open for lunch, dinner, and spirits seven days a week. For further 

information call Lalla Grill at 831-324-4632. 

Art classes at PG Art Center
Watercolor Class with Jane Flury 6-9p.m. Tuesdays at the Pacific Grove Art Center, 

568 Lighthouse Ave.,Pacific Grove. This is an overview class using the limited palette 
method and includes the basics to experimental. Class works from still life on towards 
a model. Beginners welcome. Six week session $90. Next session starts March 1. For 
more information call 402-5367 or e-mail:artnants@aol.com

Beginning Watercolor Class with Jane Flury 9a.m.-12p.m. Thursdays at Vista Lo-
bos, Carmel. This is an overview class using the limited palette method and will cover 
the basics of watercolor. Class will work from still life. Beginners welcome. 10 week 
session $50. Next session starts March 31, 2011. Pre-register through Carmel Adult 
School 624-1714

Outdoor Painting with Jane Flury- ongoing, 10a.m.-1p.m. Saturdays. Class  meets 
at various locations around the Monterey Peninsula. All media and skill levels welcome. 
Lots of instruction available. $20 drop-in fee. For  more information or location schedule 
call 402-5367 or e-mail: artnants@aol.com

Drawing Class with Jane Flury 6-8p.m. Thursdays at the Pacific Grove Art Center, 
568 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove. Class will learn the basics of perspective, shadow 
and line. Beginners welcome. Four week session $75. Next session starts March 3. 
Information call 402-5367 or e-mail:artnants@aol.com

Above: In the Light

Ledbetter at Artisana
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Health & Well-Being
New You

Wellness Empowerment
Rhonda M. Farrah, M.A.

What jumps to mind when you think 
about being healthy? For most people, 
something about their physical health 
comes to mind…especially with more 
and more individuals taking responsi-
bility for reclaiming their health… like 
eating nutritious foods or getting regular 
exercise. A close second might be 
financial health—having enough money 
to meet your needs…especially, with 
respect to our current economic times.

There’s no question that both physi-
cal and financial wellness are important. 
However, life is about more than just 
your body weight or your checkbook 
balance! Have you taken a look at the 
fitness of your family life, your social 
life, or your own inner self lately? These 
areas deserve your attention too. For 
example, if you’re so consumed with 
your job that you miss out on the simple 
joys of spending time with your family, 
you’re not completely well. Or if you’re 
consistently skipping time out with your 
friends to slave away at the gym, you’re 
not totally well either.

With this in mind, take some time to 
look over these ideas to help you focus 
a bit more on your family, social, and 
inner wellness.

Family Wellness
Your relationship with family mem-

bers is crucial. Spending quality time 
with your spouse, children, brothers, sis-
ters, and parents goes a long way toward 
strengthening family closeness. Closer 
families enjoy more peace and love in 
the home. And they form unbreakable 
bonds that will pass from this generation 
to the next. 
•	 Make	family	time	a	priority. Give 

each family member the opportunity 
to decide on a weekly family activ-
ity— it will keep everyone involved 
and help build togetherness.

•	 Cook	together. Decide on a “Treat 
of the Week” and let each family 
member help prepare it.

•	 Play	cards	or	board	games.	Have a 
regular family “Game Night.”

•	 Garden	together.	Plant and nurture a 
family garden and grow everyone’s 
favorite fruit or vegetable.

•	 Help	others. Spend some family 
time doing charity work through 
your community service organiza-
tion or church. 

•	 Get	involved	in	school. Join the 
parent-teacher organization at your 
child’s school or volunteer to help 
out at your local school. 

•	 ÔRead	together.	Read to your young 
children every night before they go 
to bed.

•	 Limit	television,	video	game,	and	
computer	time	and	get	outside.	Turn 
off, log off, and go wash the car or 
play in the yard. 

•	 Keep	in	touch. Make a home movie 
and send it to family members who 
are away from home. 

•	 Adopt	a	pet. Bring home a new fam-
ily friend.

Social Wellness
You are socially well when you 

have friends, when your name is spoken 
with trust, when your home is a wel-
come stop, and when you are respected 
for your willingness to help others. 
Improving your social well-being often 
means placing others’ needs above your 
own. As you increase your respect for 
people—including coworkers and family 
members—others will naturally become 
more concerned about you in return. 
•	 Reconnect. Locate an old friend 

from high school or someone 
you’ve lost contact with and catch 
up.

•	 Volunteer. Make time for commu-
nity service or church committees to 
expand your social circle. 

•	 Reach	beyond	your	current	con-
tacts.	Get to know the parents of 
your children’s friends and meet the 
spouses of your coworkers. 

•	 Switch	roles.	Organize a revolving 
monthly dinner with your friends 
where you take turns playing host 
and guest. 

•	 Take	to	the	streets. Have an old-
fashioned block party with your 
neighbors.

•	 Introduce	people. Host a party 
where each guest brings a person no 
one else knows. 

•	 Take	classes. Enroll in classes to 
meet others who share the same 
interests as you. 

•	 Do	your	civic	duty. Get involved in 

local politics— perhaps even run for 
an office. 

•	 Be	a	team	player. If you can’t join a 
team, sign up as a substitute player 
for community sports teams. 

•	 Keep	an	eye	out	for	others. Orga-
nize a neighborhood Community 
Watch committee through your local 
police station.

Inner Wellness
You are most at peace with oth-

ers and yourself when you live your 
life with integrity. Inner wellness—or 
living a life consistent with your val-
ues—brings you peace, helps keep you 
centered, and enables you to accomplish 
what you want most out of life.
•	 Spend	time	alone. Devote some time 

every day to breathe deeply and 
focus on yourself.

•	 Believe	in	yourself.	Stay true to your 
values and beliefs—especially when 
they’re challenged.

•	 Keep	a	clear	conscience. Be honest 
and ethical in all your dealings. 

•	 Stay	positive. Try to maintain a 
good attitude and outlook on life—
especially during stressful times. 

•	 Expand	your	viewpoint. Have an 
open mind and listen to other points 
of view. 

•	 Own	up.	Take responsibility for 
your actions.

Total Wellness is  
within your control

Living a healthy, happy life is a day-
to-day balancing act. And no one of us 
are perfect at it! However, these tips and 
ideas show that you can do small things 
every day that can have a big impact in 
the quality of your overall health. Try 
some of them and come up with a few of 
your own— you’ll enjoy your life more 
and be on the road to “well-rounded” 
wellness.

Ready to enjoy total Health & 
Wellness…and Celebrate Life?!  

Let’s talk! 

Believe it & Receive it . . . 
NOW!
With Love & Blessings!

Rhonda

Rhonda M. Farrah M.A., DRWA  
Author, Speaker, Entrepreneur, and 
Spiritual Teacher, Educator… is 

dedicated to the practice of Health 
& Wellness Empowerment, assisting 
individuals in developing life strategies 
to help them help themselves. Rhonda’s 
Health & Wellness Empowerment 
Coaching includes programs that allow 
us to become as healthy, fit and trim...
in body, mind and spirit...as we choose 
to be. Rhonda serves as an Educator 
for an International Wellness Company 
advocating all Wellness…Personal, 
Physical, Environmental, & Financial 
Wellness…NOW!

“There is a mighty Power with-
in you. There is that Spirit of Life, 
Light, and Love. The more you 
feast on these ideas and fast from 
old corrosive ones, the closer you 
experience the Life you desire.”

-Frank Richelieu,
The Art of Being Yourself

Rhonda M. Farrah, MA, DRWA
The Wellness Institute International             
877-82COACH toll free 877-822-6224

rhonda@HelpMeRhondaNOW.
com
www.TheWellnessInstitute.tv

     

Speak Up
The World Is Listening!

News Flash: 26 Ways to enjoy well-rounded wellness
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 This week’s 
Monarch

Alert
To report tagged monarchs:

877-897-7740
http://monarchalert.calpoly.

edu/

This week the monarchs con-
tinued to linger at the Pacific Grove 
Sanctuary, but have departed from 
all other overwintering sites in 
Monterey County.

The updated graph is up at 
the Monarch Alert website, please 
check it out: 

http://monarchalert.calpoly.
edu/html/current_trends.html

Counts were conducted on 
25 and 27 of February by Erica 
J. Krygsman (field coordinator 
for Monarch Alert in Monterey 
County), Dr. Francis X. Villablanca 
(science advisor for Monarch Alert), 
and Paul Young. The average num-
ber of monarchs throughout Mon-
terey County decreased this week, 
with fewer than 10 monarchs at all 
sites but Pacific Grove.  The aver-
age number of monarchs counted 
at the Pacific Grove Sanctuary was 
1,175. There was rain and wind 
during counts at the Sanctuary, but 
clear skies and cool to moderate 
temperatures for all other counts. 
Also, condors were also spotted 
multiple times on the Big Sur coast! 
Next counts will be conducted on 
Saturday, 5 March.

 
Thank you to our volunteer and 

Monarch Alert crew this week!

Let’s	be	close		Rope	to	mast,	You	Old	light, by Matthew Johnstone is a 52-page 
book of post-modern poetry written by one of our character locals. Matthew Johnstone, 
a literature graduate of University of Santa Cruz is a beach roamer who stereotypically 
haunts coffee shops and bars. While he is a classically trained pencilist, he has fresh 
new ideas, which gives his writings heft and vibrancy.  Matthew’s experiences in life, 
living and working in places like Yosemite National Park and Half Moon Bay have 
speckled his portrayals with fine spice. His personal seasoning seems like just enough 
to leave the first-time reader with a learning experience, and the academic stimulated.

Written in the likeness of a book by Jack Kerouac and the dark timing in the vein 
of Franz Kafka, Let’s	be	close		Rope	to	mast,	you	Old	light at times seems like a good 
old song, and at others, an itchy wool blanket. Each poem in this book juxtaposes 
comfortable images of home, the good life, and those of confusion, or longing. The 
words “bone” and “unbreakable” comingle with images of the vastness of the sea, and 
the closeness of human affection.  

While some poems come lined up, the words physically placed back to back, others 
are spread throughout the page, or formatted like an essay. Each placement seems to 
pull back, or draw in the natural tempo of the mind, and then break it, or coddle it. The 
use of space creates another layer altogether within each poem, which is hard-pressed 
not to be recognized.

This book is simple and small, and can be read in an hour or so, but begs you to 
go back again and again to seek to more deeply understand each poem. It is a good 
conversation piece, as well as the perfect  tool for personal introspection. Let’s	be	close		
Rope	to	mast,	You	Old	light is a must for the collection of those who enjoy poetry. It 
can be found at www.lulu.com

Published by Yellow & Blue Dog Press, Ocala, FL.

Christelle Harris

Book Review

A good old song or an itchy blanket
Excerpt from Let’s	be	close		Rope	to	mast,	You	Old	light:     

Type

Grew up in the war that is away.

Springtime in LA., the new magazines were dry.

Finding a tick in my ribs in the shower. All

pieces from edge comely. I feather in your eye. 

And that moving is strange finally. One musn’t love a wild

thing. Fend off embrace. A tall woman is never pretty.

The stars think I have a job, but I do not. The city

flowers in trumpet. Rauschenberg’s “ACE” and “BED”.

By dozens the children gather at your kneecaps to give up

their pennies. Bird walking trouble. 

I am a weed who will recover from city. First word be

last we thought before Castleing. Didn’t it sound

like a full moon chattering CGI teeth. One mustn’t

love a wild thing. Them to the ground. 

Take me then like

real boatmen. Your end woods into a tree event,

celebration. 

  
   

Let’s	be	close		Rope	to	mast,	You	Old	light
By Matthew Johnstone
Yellow & Blue Dog Press, Ocala, FL
Available at www.lulu.com
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Events and more

Up and Coming

Monterey Peninsula College
Theater Calendar

MPC Theatre Company presents Funny	Girl,	The	Concert directed by Walt 
deFaria 7:00PM Thu, 8:00 PM Fri-Sat, 2:00PM Sunday, March 3 through 13 
on the Morgan Stock Stage at Monterey Peninsula College, 980 Fremont Street, 
Monterey, CA 93940. Tickets $10-$25 831-646-4213 or www.mpctheatre.com

MPC Theatre Company presents Grease directed by Gary Bolen and Michael 
Jacobs, April 7 - 17 at the New Carmel High School Performing Arts Center, 
3600 Ocean Avenue, Carmel, CA 93921. Tickets $10-$25 831-646-4213 or 
www.mpctheatre.com

MPC Storybook Theatre presents Pixies,	Kings	and	Magical	Things, fea-
turing The Emperor’s	New	Clothes	and	The	Ugly	Duckling, directed by Carey 
Crockett, 7:00PM Fri, 3:00PM & 7:00PM Sat, and 3:00PM Sunday, May 5- 22, 
2011 in the Studio Theatre at Monterey Peninsula College, 980 Fremont Street, 
Monterey, CA 93940. Tickets $9-$15 831-646-4213 or www.mpctheatre.com

MPC Theatre Company in association with The Forest Theatre Guild presents 
Once	Upon	a	Mattress directed by Gary Bolen, June 30 - July 23 at the Outdoor 
Forest Theatre, Santa Rita and Mountain View, Carmel CA. Tickets $10-$25 
831-646-4213 or www.mpctheatre.com

Funny Girl opens at MPC
Through March 13, 2011

Tickets on sale now
The Monterey Peninsula College Theatre Company 2011 season opens with Funny 

Girl, the Concert. This concert version of FUNNY GIRL recounts the life of legendary 
comedienne Fanny Brice (Gracie Moore Poletti), whose career covered Vaudeville, 
Broadway, Radio, and Film. Brice is best known for her association with Florenz 
Ziegfeld and the Ziegfeld Follies from 1910 to the 1930’s. One of the most celebrated 
entertainers of her time; she is also remembered as Radio’s “Baby Snooks,” which was 
on the air from the 1930’s to the 1950’s. A gawky New Yawker, who fast-talks her way 
into show business, she is certain that she’s destined to be “The Greatest Star.” Hired as 
a “dramatic” singer by impresario Ziegfeld, she defies orders to play it straight, turning 
a “Beautiful Bride” tableau into a laugh riot. The stratagem turns Brice into an overnight 
star and the toast of Broadway. But all is not roses in her turbulent private life as the 
wife of big-time gambler Nicky Arnstein (Peter Tuff). Nicky at first finds it amusing to 
be referred to as “Mr. Brice,” but he begins to resent his wife’s fame and fortune and 
starts taking foolish risks with other people’s money. Chock full of memorable songs 
like “People”, “Don’t Rain On My Parade”, “Sadie, Sadie” and “Rat-tat-tat-tat”.

With Music by Jule Styne, Lyrics by Bob Merrill, and a Book by Isobel Lennart 
from an original story by Miss Lennart, FUNNY GIRL which opened in 1964, and was 
nominated for 8 Tony(r) Awards, played for 1,348 performances on Broadway at the 
Winter Garden, Majestic, and Broadway Theatres starring Barbra Streisand, Sydney 
Chaplin, Kay Medford and Jean Stapleton.

The Principals
Gracie Moore Poletti (Fanny Brice) 

Local theater credits include Anything Goes, A Taffeta Christmas, and Chapter 
Two for MPC Theatre Company;  Willy Wonka, Sound of Music, The King and I, 
Brigadoon, and Peter Pan, all at the Forrest Theater.  Gracie’s voice-over resume 
includes over 1,000 vocal performances on feature films, cartoons, soundtracks and 
television shows the part of Aunt Jessica in a Disney animated feature based on The 
Borrowers (to be released next February).  On-camera acting credits include roles on 
Murphy Brown, Double Rush, Candid Camera, and a number of commercials and 
films.  She was a regular at the world famous Comedy Store on Sunset Blvd. for five 
years and performed at other major comedy clubs such as The Ice House in Pasa-
dena and The Improv in Hollywood. Gracie gives private acting and singing lessons, 
teaches after school drama at Carmel River School, and is director of the Actor’s 
Forum Summer Theater Camp.

Peter Tuff (Nick)
Peter first appeared with MPC Theatre Company last year as Billy in Cole 

Porter’s Anything Goes. He made his stage debut at age 9 as Whitney in Life With 
Father at Carmel’s Circle Theatre. Peter lived in Austria for ten years as he sang at 
the Vienna State Opera and in Salzburg Festival productions. He has sung over 125 
leading and supporting opera roles. Recent concert appearances include performanc-
es of Finzi’s In Terra Pax, Vaughan Williams’ A Sea Symphony, and Mozart’s Zaide. 
Earlier this year, Peter was appointed executive director of the Carmel Music So-
ciety. Recent empty nesters, Peter and his wife, Carmel portrait artist LeAnna Tuff, 
just adopted “Mr. Figaro,” a mini-poodle mix. They make their home in Carmel.

The Director: Walt deFaria
Walt directed A Taffeta Christmas and Anything Goes last season at MPC, and A 
Year with Frog and Toad in 2009.  deFaria has directed numerous productions at 
Carmel’s outdoor Forest Theater for PacRep including Beauty and the Beast, Joseph 
and the Amazing Tehcnicolor Dreamcoat, the Wizard of Oz and Peter Pan. Currently 
he is Executive Producer on an animated film in Japan and a movie for television for 
the BBC, both based on the classic children’s books, The Borrowers. He has a film 
project based on Russell Hoban’s The Mouse and His Child in development with 
Kennedy/Marshall Productions in Los Angeles.

The creative team includes Walt deFaria (Director); Gloria Elber & Reed Scott 
(Choreographers) Barney Hulse (Musical Director), D. Thomas Beck (Technical 
Director, Scenic Designer), Steve Retsky (Lighting Design), David Rigmaiden 
(Sound Designer), and Constance Gamiere (Costumes).

Tickets for FUNNY GIRL, the CONCERT are priced from $18 - $25
with Young Adult (16-25) and military and group discounts available.

Performances are:
Fri., March 4 (Opening), 8:00 p.m., Sat., March 5, 8:00 p.m.,

Sun., March 6, 2:00 p.m., Thurs. March 10, 7:00 p.m.,
Fri., March 11, 8:00 p.m., Sat., March 12, 8:00 p.m., Sun., March 13, 2:00 p.m.,
Funny	Girl,	the	Concert is recommended for theatergoers 6 years and over.

For tickets visit us online at www.mpctheatre.com, call the MPC Box Office at 
831-646-4213, or visit the Box Office in person on the MPC Campus, Wednesday 

through Friday from 3:00 p.m. to 7: 00 p.m.

Gracie Moore Poletti as Fanny Brice in Funny Girl.

Above: The scene that made Fanny Brice a stat in Funny Girl
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The Classic Film Series at the Lighthouse Cinema
Winter 2011

March 3-4   Strangers on a Train 1951
   directed by Alfred Hitchcock, with Farley Granger
March 10-11    Shane 1953
   directed by George Stevens, with Alan Ladd
March 17-18   The Quiet Man 1952
   directed by John Ford, with John Wayne and 
   Maureen O’Hara  (St. Patrick’s Day Special)
March 24-25    The Philadelphia Story 1940 
   directed by George Cukor, with Cary Grant,
   James Stewart and Katherine Hepburn
March 31- April 1  East of Eden 1955 
   directed by Elia Kazan. With James Dean
April 7-8    An American in Paris 1951 
   directed by Vincente Minelli, with Gene Kelly
April 14-15   Father of the Bride 1950 
   directed by Vincente Minelli, with Spencer Tracy
   and Elizabeth Taylor
April 21-22  The African Queen 1951
   directed by John Huston. With Humphrey Bogart 
   and Katherine Hepburn
April 28-29  The Thin Man 1934
   directed by WS Van Dyke, with William Powell 
   and Myrna Loy

Films are currently scheduled to show Thursdays and Fridays, at noon 
and 7:30.  Check with the theater at 643-1333 or http://www.srentertain-
mentgrp.com/lighthouse4.asp to confirm show times.

Mary Albert

Going to the Movies

Shane comes back. . .to the Lighthouse

Carol Genrich, CPA 
(831) 649-1040 

carol@genrichcpa.com 

You need a qualified CPA who can help you deal 
with the new tax laws, as well as help you keep 
the proper records that substantiate all of your 
allowable deductions.  I help keep you out of 
trouble before you get into it, as well as deal 

with problems after they occur.                                               
Call or  e-mail for a  FREE Initial Appointment!   

516 Forest Ave., Ste 150 

Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

Taxes!
Peace of Mind 

The Personal Touch 

www.carolgenrichcpa.com 

Alan Ladd as Shane

‘Don’t go, Shane!’ Shane says goodbye as he becomes the last 
gun to leave town.

The villains in ‘Shane.’

The American West in the second half 
of the 19th century inspired great works of 
sculpture, painting, and literature, but it 
inspired masterpieces of art in the form of 
the movie western.  From the earliest silent 
films, bad guys robbed trains, cowboys 
drove cattle, wagons headed west on dusty 
trails and Indians were out there waiting. 
Danger, adventure, conflict, camaraderie, 
heroism and tragedy, westerns had it all, 
plus the stunning backdrop of the actual 
Western landscape. 

This week’s film at the Lighthouse 
Cinema, Shane, with Alan Ladd and Jack 
Palance and directed by George Stevens, 
is one of the best Westerns of the classical 
period.  Made in 1953 and shot mostly on 
location in Wyoming, beneath the ominous 
Grand Teton mountains, it should hang 
prominently in the movie western wing 
of any fantasy museum of American art, 
between Red River and The Searchers.

Shane has it all:  first and foremost, 
a lone stranger who rides down off the 
mountain and proves to be a gunslinger.  
Next, a bad guy as mean as they come, 

dressed head to foot in black, who’ll 
shoot an innocent man in cold blood in 
the middle of town.  The conflict, a clash 
between evil cattle barons and terrified but 
steadfast homesteaders over water rights 
and fences, leads to gunfights in a saloon.  
At the center is a solid, decent family, who 
take in the man with hardly any name, and 
nothing is ever the same.  The father, Joe, 
needs Shane first as a farm hand and then 
as a savior. Wholesome mother and wife 
Marion can barely contain her attraction to 
him, and the feeling is mutual.  Young Joey 
worships Shane and especially his gun, but 
is he a good role model?  Shane himself 
is battling his past and his violent nature, 
just as the West as a whole is moving from 
lawlessness to civility.

The lone gunslinger, violent but de-
cent, troubled but heroic despite his dark 
past and uncertain future, is a mythological 
character, larger than life to the towns-
people and to us, and he evolved in film 
history through and beyond the reaches of 
the American West.

Though the western is a uniquely 
American subject, the themes that were 
explored in westerns were popular all 
around the world, inviting a cross-polli-
nation of influence between, especially, 
Japan and Italy as well as Hollywood.  
Akira Kurosawa was influenced by the 
filmmaker John Ford and the novelist by 

Dashiell Hammett, and one resulting film, 
Yojimbo, was turned into Sergio Leone’s 
spaghetti western, A Fistful of Dollars, 
another lone gunslinger story in the wake 
of Shane.  Leone’s star, Clint Eastwood 
made a near remake of Shane in Pale 
Rider, and carried the embattled lone 
gunslinger with a past theme to its furthest 
point in Unforgiven.

These great westerns resonate across 
time and space because they offer uni-
versal truths about humanity and change, 
about inventing yourself and finding your 
place in a community. Our town, like ev-
ery American town through history, sits 
on the brink of change, as it always will, 
with factions debating the proper course 
ahead. Right now, we have a museum here, 
the Lighthouse Cinema, where we can go 
to see this masterpiece of American art.  
See you there, Thursday and Friday, high 
noon and 7:30.

Send your event information to
kioskcedarstreettimes@gmail.com
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“I often struggle to find words that 
will communicate the vastness of the Pa-
cific Ocean to people who have never been 
to sea. Day after day, Alguita	was the only 
vehicle on a highway without landmarks, 
stretching from horizon to horizon. Yet 
as I gazed from the deck at the surface of 
what ought to have been a pristine ocean, I 
was confronted, as far as the eye could see, 
with the sight of plastic.” In this passage 
from the article “Trashed” Charles Moore, 
discoverer of the great Pacific garbage 
patch, writes of the damage humans have 
done to the ocean. Due to the carelessness 
of humans, many problems face the ocean, 
a few of them being overfishing and the 
fourteen billion pounds of trash that end 
up in the waters each year. These grow-
ing epidemics will hurt the animals that 
confuse trash with food, all ecosystems 
around the world, and the economy alike.

When plastic was first invented, 
people favored this non-biodegradable 
material over other material because it 
was more durable; however its durability 
is now the very thing that is causing some 
of the greatest harm to the oceans. Plas-
tic does not biodegrade, so its remnants 
will be in the ocean for decades, if not 
centuries.

Meanwhile, fish and seabirds will 
confuse the plastic with food. Since plastic 
has no nutritional value, the animals will 
feel full when in actuality they are starv-
ing. This issue can be especially harmfully 
to endangered species, in some cases even 
leading to their extinction. If people con-
tinue such reckless behavior, someday the 
amount of plastic could be even larger than 
the population of marine life itself. Even 
simple steps can help. Using reusable 
water bottles or choosing paper instead 
of plastic will help prevent the ocean from 
becoming a seemingly lifeless wasteland 
of discarded debris.

“Just like forests, the oceans can help 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by trap-
ping and storing carbon. The underwater 
world’s potential to buffer climate change 
should be highlighted as a cost-effective 
solution.” Dan Laffoley, Marine Vice 
Chair of IUCN’s World Commission on 
Protected Areas, presents a strong reason 
as to why people should save the ocean, 
showing that taking care of our ocean will 
have a positive impact on all other eco-

systems worldwide. Every year the ocean 
takes in twenty-five percent of carbon 
emissions released by humans. This car-
bon is stored in salt marshes, plankton, and 
mangroves. Without these carbon stores, 
global warming and climate change would 
rapidly take a turn for the worst, resulting 
in the extinction of not only marine life, 
but also animals that live on land. Help-
ing the carbon stores thrive will help both 
oceanic and climate change aspirations, 
proving to be a cost effective way to help 
multiple world issues at once.

Some may argue that conservation 
efforts are a waste of both funding and 
time and feel that resources should go 
towards creating more jobs and repairing 
the economy. They simply feel the ocean 
is too expensive to care about. Although 
this is a valid point, in actuality the ocean 
contributes 369,000 jobs and twenty-two 
billion dollars to California’s economy.  
If people choose to ignore the ocean for 
the economy it will only cause the unem-
ployment rate to soar.   This proves that 
saving the oceans is not only beneficial 
to the environment, it is also beneficial to 
the economy. 

“I now believe plastic debris to be 
the most common surface feature of the 
world’s oceans. Because 40 percent of the 
oceans are classified as subtropical gyres, 
a fourth of the planet’s surface area has 
become an accumulator of floating plastic 
debris…How can the dictum ‘In ecosys-
tems, everything is used’ be made to work 
with plastic?” Charles Moore talks about 
how currently, plastic is the feature that 
dominates the ocean and how it is con-
tinually accumulating in the ocean’s gyres.

He also mentions that ecosystems find 
use for everything that is in them, so count-
less species will try to use the plastic for 
nutritional purposes, proving that humans 
are to blame for the damage being done to 
the ocean. Many factors are hurting marine 
life, but all problems are due to simply not 
caring or not knowing.

Saving the ocean is a valuable in-
vestment because it will help other world 
problems such as the economy and global 
warming. If people feel they want to make 
an impact on the world, they should start 
with one small act and maybe one day 
their actions will make a tidal wave of a 
difference.

The Green Page

If you hear the word “ocean”, 
chances are that you will picture a shim-
mering, beautiful blue sea with white 
caps skimming the surface. However, in 
reality, that image includes trash and oth-
er pollution caused by humans floating 
around and harming all marine life. Most 
people are not aware of the fact that in 
the North Pacific Ocean there is a zone 
twice the size of Texas filled with noth-
ing but garbage. Appropriately called 
the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch”, the 
plastics and other debris found there end 
up in the stomachs of marine birds and 
animals, such as Albatrosses and Sea 
Turtles. However, if one makes minor 
changes to their everyday life, they can 
help save our once beautiful ocean. In 
order to help protect our oceans, one 
must reduce, reuse and recycle materi-
als harmful to the ocean, protect against 
overfishing, and become aware of the 
issues that affect our oceans. 

One of the first steps to take is to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle. This com-
mon phrase should be applied especially 
when dealing with plastics. Approxi-
mately 7 billion tons of litter enters 
the ocean every year. Of this, around 
sixty percent is made of plastic, which 
can take about ten to twenty years to 
decompose entirely. It is estimated that 
about 100 thousand other marine ani-
mals die from ingesting our litter every 
year. By reducing the amount of plastic 
we use, we can help to lower the rate of 
marine animal deaths. A simple way to 
reduce your plastic use is to use reusable 
grocery bags, and to recycle the plastic 
materials that you have. 

A major issue affecting our ocean 
is overfishing. Overfishing is where too 
many fish are caught for the food chain 
to support leading to deprivation of 
balance in the system. Although over-
fishing is a major problem that needs the 
attention and help from national leaders, 

every person can still make a difference. 
You should know if eating a certain 
fish will cause a negative impact on our 
oceans. Create a pocket seafood guide, 
so that you may resort to it to confirm a 
decision on your seafood choices.

One of the most important ways to 
help save our precious oceans is to be 
informed of the issues affecting it. News 
of human impact on our oceans shows 
up on television, in magazines and news-
papers, and online. Learn about how 
you can cause a positive impact on our 
oceans rather than a negative one. Most 
importantly, tell your friends and family. 
By spreading the word more people will 
begin to act to restore a healthy ocean.  

Some believe they cannot change 
the world by themselves. They believe 
their individual efforts to change to the 
world will have no effect. However, if 
enough people began to change, they 
would make a massive difference. 
Furthermore, for centuries individuals 
have led others in making a difference 
in society, and this will continue to be 
true for generations to come. Others 
might argue that it is too expensive to 
make environmentally friendly changes 
to their lifestyle. On the other hand, how 
can a person not afford to make these 
changes? Having a healthy, beautiful 
ocean leads to a healthy, beautiful planet. 
You must determine whether saving a 
few dollars or saving the entire planet is 
more important. 

Once a deep blue shining sea, the 
ocean has become mankind’s dumpster. 
The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is just 
one example of the negative impacts 
of humans on our oceans. By making 
small changes to our everyday lives we 
can help to change our oceans for the 
better. The smallest action can make a 
big difference. Remember that every 
person has an obligation to the Earth to 
protect our oceans and become an ocean 
guardian. 

Maya Sritharan
Period 2

Second Prize Winner
Ocean Guardians Essay Contest

Taylor Rhoades
11/23/10
First Prize Winner
Ocean Guardians Essay Contest

Make a Tidal Wave Becoming an
Ocean Guaridan

Ocean Guardians Essay Prize Winners

Left: Map of the Pacific Ocean, show-
ing the location of the Gyre. Above:  
Trash in the Gyre as seen from a 
fish’s viewpoint. Right: A seashore 
covered with plastic debris. Courtesy 
Discover.
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The Green Page

By Cameron Douglas

Up in the hills away from town, a 
mountain lion cub peeks out from its lair, 
a tiny cave amongst the rocks. “I’m invis-
ible,” thinks the cub, believing as long as it 
remains still, it will be undetectable to the 
human that just took its picture.

The cub grows up to become a superb 
killing machine; whose purpose is to dis-
pose of sick, injured or weak animals in the 
wild. Mountain lions, also called pumas 
or cougars, are ambush predators, feed-
ing mostly on deer and other mammals. 
They generally stalk through brush and 
trees, across ledges, or other covered spots 
before leaping onto the back of its prey 
and delivering a crushing bite to the neck. 

Cougars belong to the Felidae fam-
ily of mammals. Felidae is the biological 
family of cats. Members of this family are 
called felids. These are the most absolute 
carnivores of the 16 mammal families 

in the order Carnivora. The first felids 
emerged about 25 million years ago, and 
the great, saber-toothed cats belonged to 
a subfamily of those early felids. 

Felid species still in existence are 
divided into two subfamilies: Pantherinae 
(which includes tigers, lions, jaguars and 
leopards) and Felinae (which includes 
cougars, cheetahs, servals, lynxes and 
caracal, plus the ocelot and the domestic 
cat). The cougar is the largest of the “small 
cats,” although its bulk characteristics are 
similar to the larger cats of the Pantherinae 
family. It eyes have round pupils, unusual 
for a feline. 

The cougar has the largest land range 
of any wild animal in the Americas. This 
spans 110 degrees of latitude, from the 
northern Yukon to the southern Andes. 
The cougar is a true obligate carnivore, 
feeding only on meat. It will eat anything 
it can catch, from insects to a large animal 
weighing up to 400 pounds, which it suc-
cessfully drags off for storage. It can leap 

Understanding mountain lions

22 feet from a standstill and 40 feet with 
a running start.

Of course, cougars are not the sole 
predators in the wild, and they compete 
with others. While bears will steal kills, 
the gray wolf and the cougar compete 
more directly for prey. Wolves can steal 
kills and occasionally kill the cat. Wolves 
affect cougar population and distribution 
by dominating territory and opportunities 
for prey, disrupting the cat’s behavior.  

Several organizations are devoted to 
preserving wild animals and their natural 
habitats. The Felidae Conservation Fund 
is based in Sausalito. Its mission is “to 
advance the conservation of wild cats 

and their habitats planet-wide through a 
combination of groundbreaking research, 
compelling education and cutting-edge 
technology. The fund’s executive director, 
Zara McDonald, gave an hour-long talk at 
Chautauqua Hall as part of the Museum’s 
opening of “Living with Mountain Lions” 
on Feb. 26. She presented a slideshow 
packed with compelling images of cougars 
being captured and studied. 

McDonald also brought and displayed 
in the Museum a video she shot in Chile 
of a South American puma eluding several 
dogs over rough terrain. Where the dogs 
went crashing through the brush the cougar 
leapt over it, accelerating to a breathtaking 
display of speed. Cougars are not comfort-
able around packs of opposing animals, 
even though as an individual they are 
usually physically superior.  It is far easier 
for the cat to employ speed, endurance and 
agility, rather than stand and fight when 
outnumbered. 

Cougars who are inclined to attack 
humans usually display aberrant behavior 
beforehand. This includes being active 
during daylight hours; unafraid of humans; 
and stalking humans. When cougars do 
attack, they usually employ a neck bite, 
working to position their teeth between the 
vertebrae and into the spinal cord. Neck, 
head and spinal injuries are common and 
sometimes fatal. Children are at greatest 
risk of attack and least likely to survive.

Attacks on humans are random, but 
become more frequent as human popula-
tions encroach on the cougar’s natural 
habitats. As with many predators, cougars 
may attack if cornered, if a fleeing human 
stimulates their instinct to chase, or if a hu-
man “plays dead.” Exaggerating the threat 
to the animal through intense eye contact, 
loud but not panicked shouting, waving 
the arms and generally appearing larger 
and more menacing are ways to dissuade 
a cougar. Fighting back with sticks, rocks 
or even bare hands can make an attacking 
cougar disengage.

For more information on these power-
ful creatures, stop in at the Pacific Grove 
Museum of Natural History, located on 
Central Avenue between Forest and Grand. 
Open Tuesdays through Sundays 10 am 
to 5 pm. “Living with Mountain Lions” is 
scheduled to continue for several weeks.

Frequently, this is the last thing a deer will see. (From the new Museum exhibit: photo by Cameron Douglas.)

A very close look 
at a cougar’s 
face. Note the 
round pupils in 
the eyes. Photo 
from Wikipedia 
Commons.

Eastern cougar declared extinct
Associated Press reports federal wildlife biologists in Allentown, 

Pennsylvania have declared the eastern cougar to be extinct. Researchers 
believe the subspecies has probably been extinct since the 1930’s. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has concluded there are no longer any wild 
populations of mountain lions in the eastern U.S. This makes it possible to 
remove the eastern cougar from the endangered species list.

Numerous sightings of mountain lions have occurred from Maine to 
South Carolina. However, the wildlife service contends those animals had 
either escaped or been released from captivity, or traveled from the West 
or from South America.

Meanwhile, the agency’s decision does not affect the status of the 
Florida panther, another endangered wildcat.

Mountain lion populations diminish when they are hunted by man, 
the only species that hunts wild cats.

In other news, one of India’s foremost tiger conservationists, Fateh 
Singh Rathore, has died at age 73 following a brief battle with cancer. 
Rathore, known as the “Tiger Man,” devoted his life to saving the coun-
try’s dwindling tiger population. In 1973, he set up the Ranthambore tiger 
reserve to avoid extinction of India’s big cats. Tiger population in that 
country has shrunk from 40,000 in 1947 to 1,400 today. 

Rathore passed away on Feb. 28, near the reserve that he worked to 
create. 


