
1/6/12-1/12/12
We opened the year with a story 

about the two local heroes whose actions 
earned them a Carnegie Medal. Early in 
the morning on November 8, 2009, Ron-
ald D. Curry of Pacific Grove and Harold 
T. Leach of Danville were golfing at the 
Pacific Grove Golf Links when they heard 
shouts for help from the area near Point Pi-
nos. Rushing to the water they discovered 
two men whose boat had capsized in the 
rough surf, and plunged into the waves to 
save them. They reached Margarito Garcia 
lying face down in the water and managed 
to pull him ashore. Meanwhile, the other 
man had managed to grab hold of a large 
rock. Lifeguards arrived and rescued him. 
Curry and Leach were both tired and cold 
and had cuts to their legs from the rocks, 
but recovered from the ordeal to receive 
the award in 2011.

Also on the front page was an 
announcement from State Sen. Sam 
Blakeslee that he would probably not run 
for re-election in the 2012 race. He real-
ized that his odds of winning the race were 
low after publication of the new district-
ing map, which created a District 29 with 
a clear Democratic majority. The GOP, 
which originally supported the redistrict-
ing under a citizen-led panel, was outraged 
at the results, which shifted party balance 
in every district, and attempted to put a 
resolution dealing with the new lines on 
the ballot. Assemblyman Bill Monning, 
D-Carmel, won election to the seat in the 
November election.

The Pacific Grove Chamber of Com-
merce announced a farewell celebration 
for outgoing Deputy City Manager Jim 
Becklenberg for January 11 at the Point 
Pinos Grill. Becklenberg had accepted a 
Deputy City Manage position in Colorado.

The Big Sur Half Marathon won 
re-certification as a green event from the 
Council for Responsible Sport. Out of 41 
possible credits, the event received 36. 
“Organizers of the Big Sur Half Marathon 
continue to raise the bar when it comes 
to producing a sustainable sports event,” 
said Keith Peters, executive director of 
the Council. “Their waste diversion of 
96 percent is unprecedented in any major 
sporting event, and they offered new green 
initiatives such as pedal-power to provide 
electricity.”

1/13/12-1/19/12
Some good news came our way from 

the PG Police Department, which reported 
that Part I crimes, the most serious type, 
were reduced in the City by 24 percent in 
2011. Part I crimes include criminal ho-
micide, forcible rape, aggravated assault, 
burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle 
theft, and arson.

We also reported that six area mayors 
had decided to form a water Joint Powers 
Authority aimed at either rescuing the 
Regional Water Project or finding another 

source of water for the Peninsula. Some 
controversy accompanied the develop-
ment, with some pointing out that the 
water issue involved more than residents 
of those cities involved in the JPA.

Pacific Grove Parking Enforcement 
Officer Tony Marino was named the 
City’s Employee of the Quarter. Marino 
has worked in his job since 1997. He was 
credited with going “above and beyond 
the scope of his regular duty assignments,” 
including coming to the aid of a heart at-
tack victim and providing CPR.

1/20/12-1/26/12

California American Water on Janu-
ary 17 announced it was withdrawing its 
support for the Regional Water Project. 
This decision reflected Cal Am’s inability 
to reach agreement with the Marina Coast 
Water District and Monterey County 
Water Resources Agency on how to ad-
dress multiple challenges confronting 
the project. “Desalinization will be part 
of the Monterey Peninsula’s future water 
supply, but the Regional Desalinization 
Project will not be the vehicle to deliver 
it,” said Cal Am president Rob MacLean 
in a press release.

Pacific Grove City Council members 
voted 7-0 to join the Mayors’ JPA. In a 
special PG Council meeting the week 
before only the mayor supported the JPA, 
but City Manager Tom Frutchey was able 
to make assurances to council members 

that their concerns would be dealt with in 
the early stages of the authority.

Mayor Carmelita Garcia announced 
that she had changed her mind about a 
run for California State Assembly and had 
instead decided to run for County Super-
visor in the 5th District. She said that in 
her exploration for the Assembly seat it 
became clear to her that there were many 
unresolved issues on a more local level 
that she felt she should deal with.

1/27/12-2/2/12

A fire in a downtown Victorian caused 
the closing of Favaloro’s Big Night Bistro 
for what was thought to be weeks, but 
eventually stretched into months, and as 
of the final week in December it is still not 
open. A bad storm the previous week-end 
had caused a problem with a transformer, 
leaving large sections of Pacific Grove 
without power. When PG&E crews work-
ing on the transformer turned it back on 
they heard a popping sound and discovered 
a fire had started in the electrical panel at 
the rear of Favaloro’s. The workers called 
the fire department, which responded with 
four engines and a ladder truck plus other 
equipment. The fire did not spread to other 
buildings and upstairs apartments, due in 
great part to the quick response of the fire 
department.

Patrick’s Consignment Store closed at 
end of business January 23 after more than 
23 years in operation. The store opened in 
1989 as PG’s only consignment store, and 
was very popular for many years. Many 
of the items in the store included antique 
bedroom and living room furniture, and 
smaller pieces such as porcelain dinner 
plates. For the most part the store turned a 
profit, according to manager Stacy Stuach-
Dubree, until the economic downturn in 
2008. The Bridge Ministry later took over 

the building for a re-sale shop benefiting 
the ministry.

PG music teacher Carol Kuzdenyi 
starred in a You Tube video performing 
an impromptu hip hop routine to Usher’s 
“You Make Me Wanna.” The video earned 
a spot on the Ellen Degeneres Show and a 
second, personal spot on the show. Carol 
was asked to do a duet with her favorite 
hip hop dancer, Twitch. The spot aired 
on January 20. Carol’s You Tube routine 
went “viral,” with over a million views at 
press time.

The Sheriff ’s Advisory Council 
launched a website as a first step in re-
invigorating itself and reengaging the 
community. Founded in 1985, the council 
raises funds to assist in acquisition of 
needed equipment and training not pro-
vided for in the budget.

A large cypress tree fell onto an 
apartment building on the corner of Cedar 
Street and Lighthouse Avenue during a 
windstorm. The amount of damage was 
small. A neighbor said a matching tree had 
once stood on the other side of the lot, but 
had fallen a few years earlier.

2/3/12-2/10/12
The Pt. Pinos Lighthouse restoration 

project received a $20,000 boost in the 
form of a grant from the Monterey Pen-
insula Foundation. The foundation hosts 
the AT&T Pro-Am and distributes the 
proceeds to charities. The Heritage Society 
had also recently donated $4,000 from 
fund-raising activities. Volunteers were 
busy reconstructing historic buildings 
from the area surrounding the lighthouse, 
which were meant to re-create the outer 
look of the buildings but be ADA compli-
ant restrooms on the inside.

Cedar Street Times featured three 
stories relating to the Peninsula’s water 
crisis brought forward by the State’s 
2016 deadline for the California Water 
Company to replace water being over-
drafted from the Carmel River. Story one 
discussed a closed-door meeting January 
27 among representatives of players in the 
local water drama. Sources said the meet-
ing was strictly informational.

The second story told that attendees 
at the January 27 meeting gave a non-
binding “show of hands” vote to express 
support for the second in 11 possible 

Les Gorn contributed a memoir on 
eight local writers, including Saul Alin-
sky, above. Also included were Jean 
Ariss, Eric Barker, Robert Bradford, 
Martin Flavin, Alan Marcus, Milton 
Mayer, Ward Moore, John Smithback, 
Lionel Olay, and the perhaps more 
widely known Richard Farniña, Henry 
Miller, and Robinson Jeffers.

We reviewed John Harris’s love letter 
to the Peninsula, “Monterey to Big Sur,” 
a film-and-music piece which enjoyed 
sell-out crowds at the Lighthouse 
Cinema. The final showings were 
extended due to the fire and power 
outage (see week of 1/27/12 below). 
DVDs are still available.

Dr. Deborah Lipstadt spoke as Schol-
ar-in-Residence at Congregation Beth 
Israel. She is the author of History on 
Trial: My Day in Court with a Holocaust 
Denier, which outlines the story of 
her libel trial in London against David 
Irving who sued her for calling him 
a Holocaust denier and right wing 
extremist.

Elayne Azevedo, left, and Ursula Dea 
have been pen pals for more than 40 
years and have only met nine times, 
but consider themselves best friends. 
We were able to share 40 years of pic-
tures and memories with our readers.
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Grades 6-7 Breaker girls drive down 
court in the game against Santa 
Catalina.

President Judy Archibald welcomed 
members and guests to the 2012 an-
nual Friends of the PG Library held at 
the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural 
History on Sat., January 21.

Don Martine, left, received the Hall of 
Fame Award from the California Hotel 
& Lodging Association.

Columnist, winemaker, and friend of 
famous chefs Richard Oh told us to eat 
our greens with his recipe for pancetta.

Please see next page
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each other’s strengths in order to achieve 
greater effectiveness and operational ef-
ficiencies,” said the chief in his staff report.

An appeal of the Pacific Grove Plan-
ning Commission’s decision to issue a 
mitigated negative declaration and ap-
prove extended hours and   parking lot 
lights went down to defeat at the March 7 
City Council meeting. Council decided to 
grant the extended hours and better light-
ing and review the issue in six months.

Fourth graders at Forest Grove School 
set up a tent city on March 2 to participate 
in “Read Across America Day.” The stu-
dents wore pajamas to school and spent 
the day reading in the tents, which were 
set up by parent volunteers.

3/16/12-3/22/12
Mayor Pro Tempore Bill Kampe an-

nounced March 14 that he would run for 
mayor of the city in the November election. 
At that time he was the only announced 
candidate. Kampe originally joined the 
Council in 2008. A Navy veteran, Kampe 
worked for 35 years with Hewlett-Packard 
and Agilent Technologies.

 A Water Forum at Oldemeyer Cen-
ter did more to provoke questions than it 
did to offer answers to the community’s 
water dilemma. Potential players in find-
ing a solution to local water needs were 
brought together to make presentations 
for different projects, including desalini-
zation,  aquifer storage and recovery, and 
groundwater recharge.

The owners of the new restaurant be-
ing built at the site of the Old Bathhouse 
Restaurant reported that the project had of-
ficially cleared all abatement of hazardous 
materials and completed the demolition 
process according to plans. It was hoped 
the new restaurant would open around July 
or August, 2012 but as of the last week in 
December, it was still not open.
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routes to water replacement. Cal-Am had 
originally supported the first option, but 
for the Regional Water Project lost favor 
after continuing disagreements among 
signing parties,  and legal issues surround-
ing the project, including the indictment 
of Stephen Collins, former director of the 
project. Collins faces charges he benefited 
improperly from his position and had con-
flicts of interest. 

In the third story it was reported that 
Monterey, the final city of the six Pen-
insula cities hoping to sign in on a Joint 
Powers authority, voted 4-1 in a Jan. 25 
meeting to follow Carmel, Pacific Grove, 
Del Rey Oaks and Seaside in forming the 
JPA, called the Regional Water Authority.

2/10/12-2/16/12
City Manager Tom Frutchey appeared 

February 2 as the petitioner for the City 
before the Planning Commission to open 
a public hearing for the amendment of the 
use permit at the golf course clubhouse and 
Pt. Pinos Grill. The November 2003 permit 
allowed the restaurant to conduct business 
with special conditions, with limited hours 
and days of operation and extremely lim-
ited uses. Some of these conditions were 
loosened with other permits in subsequent 
years. A new permit allowing longer hours 
(6 a.m.-10:30 p.m.) and indoor amplified 
music, as well as expanded lighting was 
approved at a February 9 meeting. 

PG High School students took first 
place in the annual Mock Trial competition 
at the Monterey Courthouse on Saturday, 
February 4. By a slim margin, 287 to 278 
points, the PG students edged out the 2011 
winners, Carmel High School.

Three Pacific Grove men were arrest-
ed when investigators busted a marijuana 
operation housed in an Airport Boulevard 
warehouse in Santa Cruz. Arrested were 
Scott Vucina, 47, his son Ryan, 25, and 
Benjamin Harbert, 26. The men were ar-
rested at a house in PG. 

2/17/12-2/23/12

The Monterey County Board of Su-
pervisors overturned on February 14 their 
previous decision to approve the MST/
Whispering Oaks project. The reversal 
came after more than 18,000 opposing 
signatures were collected by Fort Ord  
Rec Users and verified, enough to put the 
measure on the ballot.

Pacific Grove High School students 
performed by invitation at January’s CCS 
Honors Concert in Salinas High School’s 
auditorium. An extraordinary 24 members 
of the PGHS orchestra and 17 band mem-
bers participated.

Luke Herzog, an 11-year-old 5th 
grader at Robert Down School, published 
an epic novel called “Dragon Valley.” 

Luke, son of author Brad Herzog, unveiled 
the book at an event February 22 at the PG 
Public Library, donating half the proceeds 
to the library. The story covers 1000 years 
in the evolution of  five dragons, their 
offspring, their adventures and their home.

2/24/12-3/1/12

The Planning Commission’s prior ap-
proval of amendments to the use permit for 
the Pint Pinos Grill and golf clubhouse was 
appealed at the last minute by three resi-
dents who have long opposed the altera-
tions. Jim and Lee Willoughby and Mary 
Edna Pasquarosa stated, under “Grounds 
for Appeal,” that, “We disagree with the 
Planning Commission’s 2/9/12 decision to 
approve any amendments to the golf club-
house Use Permit that allow commercial 
activities unrelated to golf because it is 
inconsistent with the city’s General Plan 
and Zoning Ordinance.”

The Pacific Grove Unified School 
District Board of Trustees on February 17 
approved the concept of a new pool for the 
high school campus. The pool could end 
up being 25 yards by 25 meters, or as large 
as 25 yards by 30 meters, depending on 
funding available.

Pacific Grove policeman Jeff Haas 
was honored as Officer of the Year at the 
Monterey County Peace Officer of the 
Year Award dinner. Haas is a PG native 
and graduate of PG High School, as well 
as a graduate of the Monterey Peninsula 
College Police Academy. He became a full 
time police officer with the PG department 
on December 17, 2005.

After winning at the local level, 
Pacific Grove High School student Arwa 
Aram took first prize at the county level 
of the Poetry Out Loud competition with 
her dramatic renditions of Emily Dickin-
son’s “It Was Not Death for I Stood Up” 
and “The Meaning of the Shovel” by 
Martin Espada. By winning the county 
competition, Arwa qualified to go on to 
Sacramento for the state level event -- the 
fourth in a row from PGHS to do so.  A 
video of her performance can be found 
on our website at http://www.cedarstreet-
times.com/about-pg/pg-tube/

3/2/12-3/8-12
Revisions to the nationwide govern-

ment-subsidized school lunch program 
caused very little change in the Pacific 
Grove Unified School District, because 
the local district was already meeting or 
exceeding most of the new standards. 
Some 82,000 meals were served during the 
2010-2011 school year in district schools.

The Monterey Planning Commission 
decided to recommend that the Mon-
terey City Council accept a plan for the 
Lighthouse corridor that would make no 
changes to traffic flow. The decision was 
reached after a series of workshops and 
public hearings. The commission decided 
that the bottle-neck at the tunnel would 
preclude any effective improvements to 
traffic flow.

Samuel Crosby was named as City 
Employee of the Year. A reception was 
planned for March 13 at Passionfish Res-
taurant on Lighthouse Avenue by the PG 
Chamber of Commerce.

3/9/12-3/15/12
Former County Supervisor Marc Del 

Piero took out papers on March 7 to run 
for a supervisor seat in the 5th District. This 
made the race a three-way contest, with 
PG Mayor Carmelita Garcia and current 
Supervisor Dave Potter also running. Del 
Piero was a supervisor for 12 years from 
the North County area, being first elected 
in 1981, and served for three years on the 
county Planning Commission.

PG Police Chief Darius Engles pre-
sented a plan to City Council to enter into a 
shared services agreement with the City of 
Seaside. “The cities can take advantage of 
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Super Bowl over, baseball begins. 
Monterey Peninsula College Lobos 
Ryan Fukunaga, #5.

Breaker of the Week was Janice 
Nettles who took a first place in girls’ 
wrestling in CCS.

The Annual Together With Love Run 
raises funds for Monterey Rape Crisis 
Center.

Forest Grove Spelling Bee Winners: 
1st place - Hannah Bennett; 2nd place 
- Jordan Willeford; 3rd place -Jonathan  
Leon; 4th place -Elizabeth Lee. 

Dylan Becker, 5th grade  at Stevenson 
School, in his creation for the “Gar-
bage to Glamour” show.

“I Am Sorry” by Sung Woo Kim, one 
of the works by three artists -- Laura 
Lockett, Julie Heilman and Sung-Woo 
Kim, shown at Sally Griffith Center 
through May 4, 2012.

The Breaker Dance Team presented 
the 76th Annual Sping Showcase at 
the high school auditorium.

NOAA has run a numeric model for 
ocean surface currents, to predict the 
movement of marine debris generated 
by the Japan tsunami over five years. 
Map courtesy of J. Churnside (NOAA 
OAR) and created through Google. 
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3/23/12-3/30/12
Waste Management, Inc., the City’s 

solid waste/recycling collection service, 
advised the City it would seek a rate 
increase, based on the franchise agree-
ment in effect since 1995. They said they 
would also seek retroactivity for expenses, 
amounting to as much as $500.000. The 
Council voted to have negotiators continue 
dialogue with Waste Management, Inc. 
and return to Council to report around 
June.

The PG Chamber of Commerce 
created a community “get well” card for 
former mayor Sandy Koffman, who had 
been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 
She was being treated at a Seattle, Wash-
ington hospital.

PG student Kevin Zamzow-Pollock 
came in fourth at the Countywide Spelling 
Bee at Hartnell in Salinas. Kevin made it 
through 14 rounds and was in the top five 
for four of those rounds. Dylan Bird, a PG 
resident and student at the Monterey Home 
Charter School, won first place.

The Pacific Grove Unified School 
District and Pacific Grove High School 
held a ribbon-cutting along with an open 
house and tour of new facilities on the 
campus of the high school. The new fa-
cilities, which were built with Measure D 
funding, include a new dance room, fitness 
room, locker room and small gym.

3/30/12-4/5/12
The Museum of Natural History 

received reaccreditation from the Asso-
ciation of American Museums. This is an 
honor only earned by less than 5 percent 
of American museums. 

A PG couple was robbed at gunpoint 
in the 300 block of Laurel on March 27 at 

about 8:30 p.m. They were leaving their 
house and heading for their car when they 
were approached by two Hispanic males, 
one of whom waved a gun and demanded 
the couple’s property. There was a struggle 
and the male victim was hit on the back of 
the head before the robbers fled in a car. 
The male victim did not require treatment 
and the female was unharmed. Investiga-
tion later pointed to drug involvement.

Sixty-five students from Pacific 
Grove High School were inducted as new 
members of the National Honor Society 
in a ceremony held at the PGHS library 
on March 26. Members were selected by 
the chapter’s faculty council for meeting 
high standards of scholarship, service, 
leadership and character. 

Tired of the constant haranging of 
staff both from the microphone and the 
dais at City Council meetings, we edito-
rialized that citizens and certain council-
members should remember where they 
are -- or move away from Pacific Grove.

4/6/12-4/12/12
Speculation was that the Pacific 

Fisheries Environmental Lab in Pacific 
Grove, owned by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, might 
close as a result of budget cuts. The PG 
City Council made plans to request that 
the building, if closed, be turned over to 
the City of Pacific Grove.

Pacific Grove cancelled the summer 
session of its preschool program due to the 
resignation of Preschool Director Kathy 
Roche-Tyndall, who had been the acting 
director of the program since 2008.

A railroad car barreled through town 
on April 4 on back of a large truck. The 
railroad car had been sitting on the recre-
ation trail above Cannery Row for some 
time, and the Cannery Row Company 
donated it to a railroad museum in Salinas. 
Turned out that the easiest route was up 
David Avenue, and then left on Forest, fol-
lowing the Holman Highway to Highway 
1 and on to Salinas.

Cedar Street Times announced that 
it was moving May 1 around the corner 
to a new location at 306 Grand Avenue. 
A water leak in the warehouse next door 
reuined the downstairs requiring us to con-
duct business from a mezzanine, among 
boxes and the various detritus of moving.

4/13/12-4/19/12

Lawyer Susan Goldbeck, a former 
City Councilmember, representing Jim and 
Lee Willoughby and an “unincorporated 
association” calling itself “Friends of Pt. 
Pinos” filed a lawsuit against the City of 
Pacific Grove and the City Council over 
the extended hours at Pt. Pinos Grill. The 
Council enjoyed large public support when 
they approved extended hours at the gold 
clubhouse, but the Willoughbys and a few 
other people argued against the change. 
The suit was decided in the City’s favor 
in December.

The Water Management District, 
which lost its main source of collecting 
funds when the Public Utilities Commis-
sion ruled that Cal-Am could no longer 
collect the funds an pass them through, 
was searching for another method of  
funding itself. The issue was discussed 
at the group’s March meeting and it was 

expected the issue would be dealt with 
more in the June meeting. Some ways that 
wee discussed included user fees added to 
property tax rolls or billed directly.

Accounting technician Lori Frati was 
honored as City Employee of the Quar-
ter at the April 4 City Council meeting. 
Lori had worked for the City since 1992, 
originally coming on as a part time Parking 
Enforcement Officer.

Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula’s Comprehensive Cancer Center 
won the Outstanding Achievement Award 
from the Commission on Cancer of the 
American College of Surgeons. The award 
was one if 106 presented nationwide for 
2011.

4/20/12-4/26/12
In a late meeting the PG City Council 

decided to back Nader Agha’s desalina-
tion plan. The plan was re-dubbed Desal 
America. The city agreed to sign on as 
thee public agency Agha’s needed to get 
the project moving. Agha offered the City 
$50,000 in earnest money to begin finding 
experts needed to flesh out the agreement.

City Council agreed to raise the pay 
scale for part-time officers to $37.77 from 
the previous rate of $19.16. The increase 
was required by current labor law.

A gas line rupture caused evacuations 
in the 300 block of Fountain Avenue for 
approximately three hours on Tuesday, 
April 17. Crews digging on the street hit 
the old, unmarked line resulting in the 
rupture. The evacuations were precaution-
ary, according to Fire Division Chief Paul 
Goodwin, and no one was injured.

A 1980 graduate of Pacific Grove 
High School stripped naked at Portland 
International Airport to protest against 
airport security screeners, according to 
Port of Portland, Oregon police. John 
E. Brennan, 49, who was at the time a 
resident of Portland, said he “disrobed as 
a form of protest against TSA screeners” 
because he felt they were harassing him. 
the item made national news. He was later 
found innocent.
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Zach O’Halloran, Miles Cutcheon 
and Mo Ammad bask in the glow of 
their first meet -- and first win this 
season. They were up against Pacific 
Collegiate. As the Pacific Grove pool 
is out of commission, Carmel High 
School welcomes our swimmers to 
practice there. Photo courtesy Laurel 
O’Halloran.

Snow on Mt. Toro is a rare sight, and 
even more unusual in March. A recent 
cold snap, coupled with rain, after a 
few “Chamber of Commerce” days 
of sunshine and warm temperatures 
produced the snow as seen from Lov-
ers Point. You can find Cedar Street 
Times’ rain gauge each week on page 
2 during the rainy season.

Pacific Grove’s Mock Trial team, both 
defense and prosecution, is resting. 
An intense weekend in Sacramento 
is over. The team as a whole placed 
15th in the state, and two individu-
als brought home honors as well. 
Taylor Jones, far left, took second 
in the state as trial journalist. Claire 
D’Angelo, noy pictured, placed first in 
the state as defense attorney. Above 
is George Lialo’s shot of some of the 
team including Taylor, Jenna Hively, 
Marie Vastola, Yann Brown, unknown 
(from another school), and Julie Sun-
Joo Kim.

The seal pup season made a quick 
beginning this year after a record 
number of successful births the year 
before. Because a good number of 
people had been observed in the 
area where births occur, Public Works 
constructed a fence to protect the 
seals from overly-curious tourists...
and locals.

Say goodbye to the two-person hose 
drag as part of the annual Fire Muster 
at Good Old Days. Now with a single 
firefighter, the hose drag becomes one 
of five more modern events at the re-
named “Firefighter Combat challenge.”

Mayors on Wheels delivered lunches 
to homebound seniors to demonstrate 
the need for assistance on the Mon-
terey Peninsula.Dennis Alexander, 
city councilman from Seaside; Karen 
Sharpe, city councilwoman from Car-
mel; Jerry Edelen, mayor of Del Rey 
Oaks; Libby Downey, vice mayor, City 
of Monterey; Carmelita Garcia, mayor 
of Pacific Grove

Coots have become the bane of golf 
course superintendents everywhere, 
including Pacific Grove. The birds love 
the new, tender grass and availability 
of water. Above, Mimi Wilson with one 
of her working dogs. Their job is to 
herd the coots and geese.

Stefanna Murphy Robins, left, and 
painter Jan Valtr shared an exhibit at 
Murphy’s Crack Pot Studio

Vandalism at Asilomar Beach within 
Pacific Grove city limits: It was specu-
lated that  the perpetrator was using 
a metal detector and digging for valu-
ables, based on the fact that pieces 
of previously buried, discarded metal 
were found at the site. Signs posted 
along the beach say it is a protected 
area and nothing should be removed. 
Pacific Grove Public Works surveyed 
the damage and promised to repair it.

Please see next page
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4/27/12-5/3/12

Cal-Am filed a project overview with 
the California Public Utilities Commission 
to build a small seawater desalinization 
plant in North Marina and to purchase 
Groundwater Replenishment water from 
public agencies. That, said Cal-Am, along 
with aquifer storage of any excess wa-
ter, would replace water currently being 
pumped in excess of state restrictions from 
the Carmel River. The cost was estimated 
to be $320-$370 million.

President Obama briefly visited the 
Peninsula to designate 14,650 of Ft. Ord’s 
28,000 acres as the Fort Ord Soldiers Na-
tional Monument. Pacific Grove’s Fort Ord 
Reuse Authority representative Bill Kampe 
was pleased at the action. “It provides a 
higher level of protection and recognition 
for the environment, and is an appropriate 
use of the land.”

Volunteers worked in Sustainable PG’s 
garden and celebrated Kick Off Day on 
Earth Day. Sustainable PG established a 
group of community gardeners in Pacific 
Grove and developed a garden, using ma-
terials donated by community members 
and businesses.

Jonathon Ericksen joined the Pacific 
Grove Tourist Information Center as As-
sistant Manager in April. His hospitality 
experience includes the Navy Lodge at 
Port Hueneme in Ventura County, Olympia 
Lodge in PG, and Wayfarer Inn in Carmel. 
He attended the hospitality program at 
Monterey Peninsula College.

5/4/12-5/10/12
Despite warnings from City Manager 

Tom Frutchey that the deadline for filing 
for intervenor status is looming, the Pacific 
Grove City Council balked at signing an 
agreement with Nader Agha’s Desal Amer-
ica and sent it back to their subcommittee 
for more exploration. The main worries 
about the agreements seemed to center on 
expenses the City might incur.

Pacific Grove’s City Council OK’d the 
first draft on the fiscal year 2012/13 budget 
which included five more hours for the li-
brary, previously agreed-upon increases in 
the City’s contribution to the Museum, and 
funding for deferred maintenance.
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Aubrie Odell takes the lead at the MTAL 
Track Meet held at Pacific Grove’s all-
weather track on April 12.

Kids didn’t need amusement park rides 
to be amused at the annual Good Old 
Days celebration, where a parade and 
then a street fair enliven downtown 
Pacific Grove each April.

Maybe it happens every year, but it’s 
nonetheless amazing. Pacific Grove’s 
‘Magic Carpet’ blooms each spring.

Five gingko trees were planted on 
Arbor Day in the Plaza behind City Hall 
with the combined efforts of the Natural 
Resources Committee, the Youth Center 
and students from Pacific Grove Commu-
nity High School. NRC member Barbara 
Thomas spearheaded the celebration, 
which included ice cream provided by 
the Youth Center.

Prominent resident Nelson William 
“Bill” Hyler died on April 27 and funeral 
services were set for May 7. Bill was the 
original proprietor of the Wharf General 
Store, at that time the largest family op-
erated gift store between San Francisco 
and Santa Barbara. He was involved with 
numerous organizations in the area.

5/11/12-5/17/12

Pebble Beach Company obtained ap-
proval from the Coastal Commission for 
a $200 million plan for further develop-
ment in the Del Monte Forest. The pro-
posal adds 90 new single-family homes, 

100 new guest rooms at the Inn at Spanish 
Bay and the Lodge at Pebble Beach, and a 
100-room hotel across from Spyglass Hill 
Golf Course. It would preserve 635 acres 
of open space and include a waste-water 
reclamation plant. Permission was denied 
for a new golf course, driving range, 
equestrian center and polo fields.

Monterey Bay Charter School cele-
brated May Faire May 5 with fairies, other 
mythological characters, a king and queen, 
music, food and maypole dancing. The 
school observes May Day every year with 
the celebration, expressing the school’s 
Waldorf-inspired educational philosophy.

The small space near the American 
Cancer Society’s Pacific Grove Discovery 
Shop in the Country Club Gate became an 
annex of the shop and the new home of the 
“Designer Showcase,” featuring upscale 
furniture and household items.

5/18/12-5/24/12
Our lead story for this issue was the 

announced retirement of Police Chief Dar-
ius Engles. Engles decided to retire July 21 
after six years of leading the department. 
In August of 2009 he had tendered his res-
ignation. However, at that time incoming 
City Manager Tom Frutchey convinced the 
chief to stay on. Pacific Grove and the City 
of Seaside were at the time considering a 
shared-services agreement, in which the 
two cities would share one police chief.

The 2012 Royal Court for the Feast 
of Lanterns was introduced at a special 
event sponsored by Canterbury Woods on 
May 16. Queen Topaz is Allison Naylor. 
Princesses include: Princess Ruby, Minhee 
Cho; Princess Turquoise, Dahyun Lee; 
Princess Pearl, Courtney Lyon; Princess 
Amethyst, Ashley Yukihiro; Princess Jade, 
Hannah Cox; Princess Garnet, Caroline 
Gruber.

An ad hoc library committee made 
several recommendations regarding li-
brary practices, including staying open 
five more hours per week, increasing the 
number of computers available for use, 
having more activities for adults, and more 
utilization of volunteers.

5/25/12-6/1/12

The City’s budget framework for the 
coming fiscal year had its second reading. 
The budget was balanced, and while it was 
acknowledged as a plan and not definite, 
it included some innovative adjustments 
and reorganizations which would allow 
the City to add up its reserves while main-
taining services. Notably, some jobs were 
taken to part-time, saving benefits costs, 
and other jobs were shared by departments.

City Council “agreed to agree” with 
Nader Agha and his Moss Landing Com-
mercial Park, LLC, to provide desalinated 
water for the Monterey Peninsula. It was 
noted that more work needed to be done 
on the agreement. Robert Huitt and Bill 
Kampe dissented.

ller whales passed within 100 yards 
of the Pacific Grove shoreline. According 
to Monterey Bay Whale Watch’s marine 
biologist, Nancy Black, the whales are 
often sighted close to shore as they are 
hunting gray whale calves.

The Pacific Grove Library launched 
its first-ever Summer Reading Program for 
adults. The program, called Between the 
Covers, ran June and July with a drawing 
for a prize of a gift basket on July 26.

Ben Alexander, PGA Teaching ro, 
writes in his weekly column this week 
about “Money Shots.”

Mozzo Kush, a PGHS band, took 
first place at the now-annual Battle 
of the Bands, held at the Center for 
Performing Arts. They later played at 
Laguna Seca during Moto GP.

Dennis Tarmina was named Citizen of 
the Year by the Pacific Grove Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The once-a-year perigee of the moon 
coincided with a full moon May 5, with 
the result that it appeared about 14 
percent larger (says NASA). Here in 
Pacific Grove, it wasn’t all that huge 
but it was a great excuse to get to-
gether with friends and go down to 
the coast to party. Report were that 
a great time was had by all, even if 
the photos  didn’t make it to National 
Geographic. Kerry Peterson was 
captured capturing the moon. 

The Heritage Society recognized, 
among others, 468 Pine St., The 
Beacon House at the annual Heritage 
House Awards. William Weeks did the 
original home. He also did City Hall, 
the TA Work Building, and the Court-
house in Elko, Nevada. 

Photos of the 100-year annular eclipse 
which took place last weekend are as 
varied as the methods people use to 
view it. Once in a lifetime (or two) the 
moon obscures the sun, after a peri-
gee moon, and creates a “ring of fire:” 
view of the star for some latitudes. 
Here in Pacific Grove, we watched 
and saw a striking crescent, but not 
the ring of fire.  Above, Joey the dog is 
impressed by the projection his buddy, 
George Herbert, made on the carpet 
using a pair of binoculars. Some used 
welder’s masks, some used pinhole 
cameras and other methods of seeing 
the eclipse.

Once a year, some very famous people 
visit Robert Down Elementary’s 4th 
grade classrooms. They dress in ap-
propriate clothing and give reports 
on their life and times, standing at 
stations where people can come visit 
them and even ask questions. King 
Kamehameha visited this year.

Please see next page



Save	the	Pool	Campaign	Update
The Fundraising campaign to “Save the Pool” at Lovers Point reports s of Dec. 18:              

•  170 individual donors (from 18 cities and 3 states), contributed a total of $34,336.10.
•  Three local service clubs have donated a total of $5,100.
• Two employee associations have contributed or pledged  total of $6,300: Monterey 

firefighters gave $6,200 and Cdrs. Miller and Nyunt of Pacific Grove Police each 
donated $50.

•  We have also been awarded a $40,000 matching Grant from the Monterey Peninsula
Regional Park District. (Please thank your representatives at the MPRPD)
Thus, with $85,536.10 we are almost a quarter of the way to our goal!
Please remind your friends and family that all donations are tax deductible and 

can be addressed to the City of Pacific Grove – Save the Pool Campaign and they can 
contribute by visiting http://www.ci.pg.ca.us/savethepool

December 21, 2012 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 17

6/1/12-6/7/12

Pacific Grove High School gradua-
tion ceremonies took place Friday, May 
25 with 123 seniors, and the next day the 
Breakers baseball team won the CCS Div. 
III championship. The Breakers defeated 
the reigning champs Menlo 10-6.

At Art Walk in the Woods at Canterbury 
Woods. Residents showed their 
talents and nibbled on small bites as 
they sipped champagne and listed 
to live music. Above are samples of 
pottery by Celia Weiss.
l . 

Only the 3rd ever and the first since 
1999! Did Jobu the baseball mascot do 
juju? Maybe. Maybe not. We prefer to 
think it was extraordinary playing that 
took the Pacific Grove Breakers to a 
10-6 win over reigning champs Menlo. 
Portrait of Jobu by jrusso photography.

Strikes seemed to be looming at three 
local grocery stores: Save Mart, Raley’s-
Nob Hill and Safeway. The union advised 
its members that, although contracts had 
expired, they had not reached an impasse 
and that workers should continue to report 
for work. Eventually, SaveMart and Safe-
way were above to come to an agreement 
but the union struck the local Nob Hill 
store in October.

City Hall announced that a recent 
street lamp retrofit saved 50 percent on 
its monthly electricity bill. Some of the 
money saved was planned to go toward 
a new motor for the clock in the tower at 
City Hall. It did. Bong, bong, bong.

Susan Morrow, PG’s city clerk, re-
signed her position to become the new 
manager of the Los Osos Community 
Services District on June 7. David Con-
cepcion is the new City Clerk.

6/8/12-6/14/12
The three-way race for District 5 Su-

pervisor narrowed after the June 5 primary, 
as Marc del Piero, with 41.81 percent, and 
incumbent Dave Potter, with 42.93 per-
cent, became the beneficiaries of the state’s 
new “top two” primary system. Carmelita 
Garcia finished third with 15.26 percent of 
the votes. Of the county’s 157,041 regis-
tered voters, only 36,262 voted.

While repeatedly reminding the City 
Council that they like the Fire Department 
and appreciate their efforts, Councilmem-
bers Ken Cuneo and Dan Miller collabo-
rated to ask Council to explore alternatives 
for the current fire services model in order 
to save money. The matter was turned over 
to the city manager to solicit information.

The Pacific Grove High School 
Alumni Association awarded $11,300 in 
scholarships to 13 students at the high 
school’s Scholarship and Awards Evening 
on May 16. The scholarships were in a 
variety of categories, including music, 
teacher education, culinary arts, sports and 
vocational studies.

6/15/12-6/21/12
On our front page was news that 

the PUC would likely allow Cal-Am to 
withdraw from the failed Regional Water 
Project with Marina Coast Water District, 
which they did.
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2007 Pacific Grove High School 
graduate Chris Hardee received his 
Second Lieutenant’s bars, graduating 
with a bachelor’s degree in Manage-
ment from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point before begin-
ning a five-year hitch in the Army as 
an officer.

The MST summer trolley was back 
on the street, circulating the city every 45 
minutes and taking tourists and locals alike 
for free rides to the Aquarium and other 
sites. A recorded docent program runs on 
the trolley, triggered by GPS technology 
to coincide with various spots of interest.
The trolley would be out and about until 
Labor Day.

Ragamuffin Theater began recruiting 
actors and actresses for the August run of 
“Fame, Jr.,” the story of students at an arts 
high school.

Cedar Street Times ran “the low-
down” on electromagnetic fields in and 
around our homes as Part I of a two-part 
article by Michael Polkabla. The article 
showed the public how EMFs are pro-
duced by such common home appliances 
as toasters. The article was an offshoot of 
controversy over PG&E Smart Meters®. 

6/22/12-6/28/12

A young spectator carefully offers a 
morsel to the lion dancer from CSUMB 
at the Walk of Remembrance event, 
which commemorates the destruction 
of the Chinese fishing village which 
once stood near the current site of the 
Aquarium, in 1906. 

Medusa’s Emporium partnered with 
the Blind & Visually Impaired Center 
of Monterey County to present Bound-
less Vision, an art show featuring art-
ists from the Blind & Visually Impaired 
Center of Monterey County. 

An emergency medical helicopter 
landed on the golf course to pick up 
an injured citizen and take her to Santa 
Clara County.

Protests against a proposed annual 
water fee have fallen short of the major-
ity needed to defeat it outright, but groups 
opposed have not caved in, so the Water 
Management District agreed to go back 
to the table to see if a compromise could 
be worked out.

A ban on single-use plastic bags took 
place in Monterey starting on Sunday, July 
1. At retail establishments, paper bags cost 
10 cents after the start of the ban.

The state PUC approved Cal Am’s 
plan to remove the San Clemente Dam 
and also approved a plan to have us, the 
customers, pay for it through a surcharge 
on our water bills. Later in the fall, the 
PUC ruled that Cal-Am could not make 
a profit on the removal for its investors.

Weather was the subject of the Pa-
cific Grove Museum of Natural History 
Family Science Saturday.  Children and 
parents were invited to make pinwheels, 
use weather instruments, create rainbows 
and more.

6/29/12-7/5/12
Pacific Grove’s Chelsea Hill landed 

a dance role in a reality show playing 
herself. Chelsea, a budding dancer, was 
paralyzed in an auto accident in 2010 just 
months before her graduation form PG 
high School. Nine months later, Chelsea 
was introduced to the cast members of the 
show, and, Chelsea said, “They took me 
under their wings, like big sisters would 
do.” After an audition, Chelsea was ac-
cepted as a member of Colors ‘n’ Motion, 
a wheel chair dance group, and she later 
began to appear on the TV show.

Pacific Grove received a $240,000 
grant to create an urban greening plan. The 
availability of the grant came after voter 
passage of Proposition 84 in November, 
2006. The grant was awarded by the state’s 
Strategic Growth Council.

Pacify Grove Police Department’s 
Cdr. John Miller graduated on June 8 from 
the 249the session of the FBI: National 
Academy. The academy is a prestigious 
10 week academic program for law en-
forcement leaders hosted by the FBI in 
Quantico, Virginia.

Alizee Gamber plays “Ruth” in the 
Ragamuffin Theater production of “Pi-
rates of Penzance,” now in rehearsal. 
The play is a DiFranco Dance Project 
show, along with Pacific Grove Recre-
ation Department, with a cast of middle 
school-aged performers. The stage 
performance will be July 7 

On June 15, at 3:33 a.m., three fire 
engines, a ladder truck and a Fire 
Chief were dispatched to a structure 
fire at 610 Sinex Avenue for a report 
of a garage on fire.  The cause of the 
fire was a spark from a saw blade 
that started the smoldering fire in the 
sawdust collection bag. 

“Honoring grandafthers.” The land-
mark statue has lost two of its com-
panion birds to thieves, but just had a 
new one installed.
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7/6/12-7/12/12
Judge Kay Kingsley found for the 

City of Pacific Grove in a wrongful death 
suit filed by the family of Joel Woods, 
who was killed while picking up his son 
in front of Pacific Grove Middle School 
on Sept. 2, 2008. Woods, 35, was killed 
when a driver who was under the influence 
of prescription drugs, Deborah King, 55, 
of Monterey, hit him while he was walk-
ing around his car. The Woods family 
contended that the passenger zone con-
stituted a dangerous condition of public 
property. After reviewing the documents 
and hearing oral arguments, the judge 
found that the loading zone was not a 
dangerous condition of public property. 
Marina Coast Water District put Monterey 
County on notice that it had served a claim 
for damages against its former Regional 
Desalination Project partner, the Monterey 
County Water Resources Agency. The 
claim is an effort to protect taxpayers and 
to preserve Marina Coast’s ability to go to 
court to recoup costs associated with the 
District’s costly and conscientious efforts 
to implement the project.

At a windy July 4 event at Caledonia 
Park, the Rotary Club hosted a reading of 
the Declaration of Independence. Veter-
ans of many conflicts were honored; the 
Royal Court of the Feast of Lanterns was 
presented; Moonalice got everyone danc-
ing; volunteers served up 700 meals at the 
barbecue. An estimated 3000 attended.

7/13/12-7/19/12
Current plans to renovate the Hol-

man Building and put a 230+-room hotel 
behind it were put on the fast track. The 
first major hurdle, as far as the City was 
concerned, was to publish a Negative 
Declaration of Environmental Impact for 
public review. The owner of the build-
ing, Nader Agha, and his agent, Richard 
Van Steenkiste, along with development 
specialists Presidian Hotels and Resorts, 
presented a timetable to City Council July 
11. Agha and Presidian agreed to foot the 
bill for placing the zoning variance on the 
November ballot.

The National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration asked boaters to 

follow whale watch guidelines for their 
safety and that of blue whales arriving in 
large numbers to feed in the bay. During 
the summer and fall months the whales 
migrate to the area to feed on their primary 
prey of anchovies and krill. 

City Council drafted a letter to the 
California Public Utilities Commission 
expressing concern over the installation 
of Smart Meters. The City requested that 
the CPUC “support and advocate for” 
guidelines for those who want to opt out 
of installation of the new technology.

7/20/12-7/26/12
The City Council voted to retain 

membership in the Fort Ord Reorganiza-
tion Authority for now, and, in a separate 
vote, decided to remain in the Monterey 
Peninsula Regional Water Authority as 
well. With Councilmember Dan Miller 
dissenting, the Council agreed that the 
regional aspect of FORA is important to 
the City despite the fact that Pacific Grove 
does not have land on the former Ft. Ord.

City Council adopted an agreement 
with the Pacific Grove United School 
District to license a portion of Fountain 
Avenue behind the middle school so that 
the school district could build a pair of 
cul-de-sacs and a pedestrian crossing. 
This would provide more safety for school 

kids crossing to athletic fields and provide 
a place safe from Forest Avenue traffic 
where parents can drop off and pick up 
students.

Though Monterey County Supervi-
sors voted a fee and a set of guidelines 
intended to cut down on the number of 
underage smokers and recommended that 
cities join them, Pacific Grove Council 
decided not to join them. “I don’t want 
any more regulation or fees,” said Coun-
cilmember Alan Cohen. The proposal 
would have extracted a fee and demanded 
a licensing procedure for all retailers sell-
ing tobacco in the City, using the fee to 
pay for enforcement.

A dog perished in a fire at a house 
at 345 Asilomar Blvd. No one was home 
except for two pet dogs when the fire 
started in the early afternoon. One dog 
managed to escape. Damage to the house 
was estimated at $175,000.

7/27/12-8/2/12
The Monterey Peninsula Regional 

Water Authority, dubbed the Mayors’ 
JPA, announced July 25 it would support 
a portfolio approach to the region’s water 
supply project. Cal-Am also supported 
such an approach. Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery and a Groundwater Replenish-
ment project were two of the three parts 
of the portfolio and would together reduce 
the size and cost of a desalinization plant.

Seaside Police Chief Vicki Myers 
became also the Pacific Grove chief of 
police under a shared services agreement 
between the two cities. She replaced Chief 
Darius Engles, who retired.

Opening ceremonies were held for the 
2012 Feast of Lanterns. The Royal Court 
was presented and the birthday cake for the 
City was served. PG’s birthday is July 16.

8/3/12-8/9/12
Cedar Street Times announced that 

it bought the Pacific Grove Hometown 
Bulletin and that features of the Bulletin 
would be incorporated into the pages of the 
Cedar Street Times beginning August 10.

A recent study undertaken by the City 
resulted in money-saving recommenda-
tions for staffing changes in a Nov. 2011 

report. As a result, four positions were 
eliminated at the Golf Links, several city 
positions were changed to part-time, the 
positions of Public Works Director and 
Community Development Director were 
combined, and it was recommended that a 
Severance Package Resolution be brought 
forward for eligible employees.

The much-loved surrogate mother 
otter “Joy” was euthanized  Aug. 1 due to 
failing health as a result of old age. She 
was known as a “super mom” because 
she raised a record number of stranded sea 
otter pups at the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 
She was 14 years old.

8/10/12-8/16/12
City Council voted to put a zoning 

amendment on the November ballot which 
would amend the C-1 district in the Pacify 
Grove Municipal Code to allow for a maxi-
mum height of 75 feet and maximum site 
coverage of 90 percent. The change would 
allow the construction of a large hotel at-
tached to the Holman Building.

The Eighth Annual Hiroshima-Na-
gasaki Remembrance Day Memorial was 
held on Aug. 4 at Lovers Point Cove, 
honoring those who suffered the atomic 
bombings in 1945.

8/17/12-8/23/12
City Council unanimously passed 

three recommendations pertaining to 
the pool at Lovers Point: adoption of a 

Pacific Grove defeated a tough and 
tenacious Monterey team 15-12 to 
win the PONY Mustang “B” Section-
als (9-10 year olds) in a game played 
at George Washington Park in Pacific 
Grove

Christian Mendelsohn, right, shows 
a customer some of the many refur-
bished computers he has available 
at very reasonable prices at Loaves 
and Fishes. We profiled the non-profit 
this week.

Yoriko Hongo explains the technique 
used in her chirigi-e and collage piece, 
“Night Shining Pearl,” which also incor-
porates a haiku in English and a tanka 
poem in Japanese. The piece was 
the popular vote winner in the annual 
Feast of Lanterns art competition.

A blue whale thrills passengers on a 
whale cruise. A safe distance of 30 feet 
is recommended by NOAA as the local 
whale-watching season opens.

PGHS Vice Principal Barbara Marti-
nez celebrates her shot at a ladies’ 
special 9-hole event hosted by the 
Pacific Grove Golf Links. 

Postmaster Shannon Cardwell retired 
July 27 as Pacific Grove Postmaster 
after 42 years in the postal service. We 
spelled his name wrong, but the Post 
Office in Pacific Grove is pretty good 
at deciphering wrong names. He had 
been PG postmaster since 1981.

CALIFORNIAPACIFIC GROVE

SCALE:

A PROJECT FOR
PBA + Michael Burke & Associates Architects

121108

HOLMAN HOTEL- IMAGES 1
3D VIEW 1

Presidian Hospitality
Pacific Grove- Holman Hotel

07/24/12

A revised -- but not final -- concept 
drawing for the hotel which Nader 
Agha and Presidian Hotels hoped to 
build in the block behind the Holman 
Building was shown to the public. 

Neil Jameson opened his Classic Mo-
torcycle Museum at 305 Lighthouse 
Avenue. The museum features mo-
torcycles and memorabilia in “as is” 
condition, and is open on week-ends.

Four-term former mayor Sandy Koff-
man passed away from pancreatic 
cancer August 3 at the age of 60. She 
was revered for her ability to build 
bridges between competing inter-
ests during her terms as mayor from 
1994-2002. She died at her home on 
Camano Island, Washington.

We profiled Betty Minor, recipient of a 
40-year pin from the PGUSD.
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resolution to establish an account to ac-
cept donations to fund the “Save the Pool 
Campaign,” the creation of an oversight 
committee to coordinate the campaign, 
and establishing that the city itself will be 
involved in funding the restoration.

The Pacific Grove Planning De-
partment began public hearings on the 
possibility of opening the zoning in the 
two commercial areas of downtown and 
Forest Hill. The reformed zoning could 
possibly allow an easing of restrictions on 
liquor and beer and wine service. Outdoor 
seating for restaurants also came under 
examinations.

Jeff Field was promoted from Fire-
fighter to Fire Captain effective August 
1. Field previously completed numerous 
State Board of Fire Services professional 
certifications. He holds a master’s degree 
from San Jose State University.

Community High School Students 
worked to plant 1000 Monterey Pine 
seeds in the school’s greenhouse. As in the 
previous year, the seedlings will later be 
planted outside. The previous year’s crop 
of seedlings did well, with a 90 percent 
survival rate.

8/24/12-8/30/12

Pacific Grove’s School Board wel-
comed students back after summer vaca-
tion and honored student accomplishments 
during the summer, including fund-raising 
activities of Robert Down student Elian 
Corona-LoMonaco and his classmates on 
behalf of a hurricane-ravaged school in El 
Limon, Mexico.

On August 16 at 6:28 p.m. a 15-year-
old boy was injured in a collision with 
a motorized vehicle. He was flown to a 
trauma center in Santa Clara County.

The Arthritis Foundation honored 
three people during the Jingle Bell Run/
Walk: Rio Turini-Smith, Dr. Helen Stemler 
and Dr. Lieberman.

On August 25 at 6 a.m. four people 
were rescued when a skip jack boat struck 
the rocks near Ocean View Blvd. and 
Lighthouse Ave. off Pt. Pinos. All were 
transferred to Community Hospital with 
a variety of injuries. The wreckage of the 
boat was salvaged.

8/31/12-9/6/12

Former mayor and current Dist. 5 
Water Board member Jeanne Byrne 
makes announcements during the 
annual Concours Auto Rally, which 
benefits youth programs.

A pension reform act being ham-
mered out at the state level was expected 
to save taxpayers billions in coming years. 
It would increase the amount employees 
paid into their own benefit package and 
decrease the amount earned in the pack-
ages and place other cost-saving changes.

For the second consecutive year, Ellen 
Stubblefield of Salinas won first prize in 
the Water-Wise Landscape Design at the 
Monterey Fairgrounds August 28.

On Saturday, August 25, the Robert 
Down Elementary School PTA hosted their 
annual bike rodeo for grade-school-aged 
children. More than 100 children, ages 3 to 
11, attended. The event teaches bike safety.

9/7/12-9/13/12
Richard Stilwell, “Mr. PG” to many, 

spoke up during public comments at the 
September 5 Pacific Grove City Council in 
favor of the proposed hotel project behind 
the Holman Building. He pointed out that 
he and other members of the Pacific Grove 
Economic Development Commission had 
been trying to think of a way to fill the 
space behind the Holman Building, and 
said he felt the hotel would be a good use 
of the land and would bring much-needed 
vitality to downtown. “Get on with it!” 
he said.

Little cars we love to love: The Little 
Car Show in downtown Pacific Grove 
has become a beloved part of Auto 
Week. Little cars, some of dubious 
parentage, go on display during this 
show where they don’t have to com-
pete with Rolls Royces and Cadillacs.

City Council approved 4-2 a 7.9 per-
cent increase in garbage rates beginning 
in December. At the September 5 meeting 
Director of Public Works and Community 
development Mike Zimmer noted that 4 
percent of the proposed increase is due to 
increased tipping fees at the landfill. The 
remaining 3.9 percent is to cover state 
mandates for litter abatement.

9/14/12-9/20/12

Five candidates for Pacific Grove City 
Council and two for mayor were asked by 
the Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce 
to complete a questionnaire and outline 
their positions and suggestions on issues 
vital to the city. The mayoral candidates, 
incumbent Carmelita Garcia and Vice-
Mayor Bill Kampe, both voiced concerns 
about communication between staff and 
City Council.

Monterey Fire Captain Barry Perkins 
was appointed as the chairperson off the 
newly formed Monterey Bay Area Mari-
time Search and Rescue.

9/21/12-9/27/12

A discarded needle prompted a bomb 
scare at the American Tin Cannery on 
Tuesday, September 18. An employee of 
one of the businesses in the mall found the 
needle, and decided to put it into a leftover 
cardboard box, labeling the box, “Do not 
touch” and “Biohazard,” with a drawing 
of a skull and crossbones. The box was 
left on a trashcans and caused concern to 
a maintenance worker who found it, result-
ing in a 911 call. Responding were police 
and fire personnel, the Monterey County 
Bomb Squad and the Seaside hazardous 
materials team. The needle was described 
by a PG Police commander as a small 
syringe such as a diabetic might use.

On September 19 City Council di-
rected Sara Hardgrave, the city’s Environ-
mental Program Manager to work with a 
consultant to develop a feasibility plan for 
a small water project that will use recycled 
water for city parks.

9/28/12-10/4/12
The Space Shuttle Endeavor flew over 

town September 20 on its way to its new 
home enshrined in a Southern California 
museum. People all over town rushed 

out to see it with many taking wonderful 
snapshots.

Many residents were upset about 
“spikes” in their water bills, many in the 
thousands of dollars. Some high bills were 
due to unfound leaks. Other situations 
were not easily resolved.

Presidian Hotels submitted two ren-
derings of the potential hotel at the Holman 
site. The company held public meetings to 
gain input from citizens.

10/5/12-10/11/12
David Concepción joined the Pacific 

Grove staff as City Clerk. He previously 
was living in Ft. Hialeah, Florida, where 
he served as clerk for a city of 250,000.

An urgency ordinance for a 45-day 
moratorium on Canterbury Woods be-
ing allowed to install residents in homes 
purchased failed due to lack of a required 
five-vote majority. The ordinance passed 
as a regular ordinance in the first reading, 
but must go back to Council for a second 
reading.  

A sexual assault was reported as hav-
ing taken place on October 3 in the 100 
block of 13th Street at about 4.m. The 
victim and suspect were both reported to 
be homeless.

10/12/12-10/19/12
Temporary “story poles” show the 

proposed height of a potential hotel at the 
Holman Building site. The poles were put 
in place on October 7. Members of the 
public scrambled around to see how the 
hotel might look.

On October 4 at about 12:14 a.m., 
a man was contacted because he was 
sleeping in a beach access turnout after 
hours. He was subsequently identified as 
Christopher Crowder, 49, of Fresno, who 
was wanted for beating his elderly father 
with a baseball bat earlier on October 3 in 
Fresno County.

An attempted rape was reported on the 
1100 block of Prescott Avenue. According 
to the report an unknown suspect entered 
a residence on October3 at 8:53 p.m. 
through an unlocked door and attempted 
to sexually assault an adult female living 
in the residence. The victim was able to 
fend off the attacker and he fled the scene. 
The victim was left with minor injuries.

10/19/12-10/25/12

Above, L-R: Jim Fuqua - Arthritis 
Foundation Central Coast Board 
Chair, Alexandra Fallon, Comm. Dev. 
Dir. Arthritis Foundation Central Coast 
Branch, Dr. PJ Utz, keynote speaker 
from Stanford Dept. of Immunology.

Challenged Athletes Foundation's® 
(CAF) Operation Rebound® program 
is the premier sports and fitness pro-
gram for American military personnel, 
veterans and first responders with per-
manent physical disabilities.  Members 
participated, with flying colors, in the 
annual Pacific Grove Triathlon.

Community High School students 
receive seedlings from Julie Wong, 
horticulturalist with the Pebble Beach 
company, in the truck.

Stopping to pose, but only for a minute: 
Team Hot Wheelz works out at Rock 
Star Dance Studio in Pacific Grove. 
Chelsie Hill, a Pacific Grove dancer 
injured in a drunk driving accident, is 
part of the troupe.

As music afficionados prepared to 
welcome the Glenn Miller Orchestra 
to the Center for Performing Arts, Pa-
cific Grove ties to Glenn Miller and his 
music through his brother, Herb Miller, 
above. Dixie Layne had the story.

Pacific Grove Police Sergeant Roxane 
Viray attended a week-long house 
build with Habitat for Humanity in 
Mongolia. She said this was an item 
on her “bucket list.”

Pacific Grove winners swept the 
County Fair. Helen and Jerry Beach 
won multiple ribbons with their hand-
works made of Monterey Pine. Beth 
Penney and Marabee Boone both won 
for oatmeal cookies and other entries. 
Harriett Harris won for pineapple up-
side down cake. Clyde Schafer won 
for a bowl and grandfather clock and 
other handmade items.
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A report was filed with Cal Am and 
the Public Utilities Commission in time 
for an October 1 deadline outlining three 
possible projects meant to supply recycled 
water for the city’s golf links and Carmelo 
Cemetery. 

Parks and Recreation Manager Daniel 
Gho was selected as the distinguished 
employee of the quarter in Pacific Grove. 
He was originally hired by the city on 
September 9, 2008.

Pacific Grove High School won its 
Homecoming football game on October 
13 against Marina High School. The score 
was 48-6.

10/26/12-11/2/12

Principal Mariphil Cole of Forest 
Grove Elementary School explained that 
her school was put on the “need to improve 
list” in spite of the fact that the school 
scored 899 in standardized tests, putting 
it in the top tier of schools countywide 
and statewide. The school, she said, is the 
most diverse in the city, with the highest 
percentage of students in the lowest socio-
economic group. The reason for the listing 
is that some target groups of the No Child 
Left Behind Act did not meet proficiency 
targets for two years in a row.

Former Pacific Grove Mayor Jeanne 
Byrne was named as a member of a new 
nine-member board of directors of the 
Monterey County Fair.

Don Crowley, a former Vietnam 
War chaplain, came to Pacific Grove to 
visit with one of “his men,” Al Saxe. The 
chaplain continued visiting with former 
military personnel even after his service 
days were over. 

11/2/12-11/8/12
The old hometown just lost a little 

more of its history. Pacific Grove Barbers 
and brothers Gene and Gordy Allen and 
their sidekick Snick Farkas have decided 
to leave their movie reviews on the cut-
ting room floor. Gene, once a sidekick 
of Smiley Burnett, said that, after Snick 
decided to move to Eureka, CA, KSBW 

let it be known that the movie critics’ days 
were numbered.

Howard Burnham, a retired historian 
who makes his winter home in Pacific 
Grove, portrays various historical char-
acters and gives lectures as well. He pre-
sented “Alfred Hitchcock in Hollywood,” 
the sequel to the program he performed 
last year on Hitch’s early British period.

The Butterfly Church of Pacific Grove 
hosted the 9th Annual United Methodist 
Handbell Festival Concert at the Pa-
cific Grove Performing Arts Center. The 
“ethereal stylings of Northern California 
Handbell Choirs as an array of classic and 
contemporary music” was presented for 
your listening pleasure in a free concert.

In an expository piece, Peter Moun-
teer put down his camera and wrote about 
the value of a ticket to ride the MST buses. 
Prices at the gas pump hovered between 
$4.00 and $4.50 at the time which made 
riding the bus, even though one of the 
most expensive in the state, a good deal. 
Peter showed how to get the most out of 
transfers and discounts.

An evening of open microphone po-
etry with Dr. Barbara Mossberg, Pacific 
Grove’s esteemed Poet in Residence was 
offered in respect of the Day of the Dead. 
The public was invited to share memories, 
dreams and poetry.

11/9/12-11/15/12

The results of the election for mayor 
and for three city council seats was clear: 
Bill Kampe, who visited every house in 
Pacific Grove, had a large majority of the 
votes over incumbent Carmelita Garcia. 
Other winners were incumbents Robert 
Huitt and Dan Miller and newcomer Casey 
Lucius.

An opening reception for the wa-
tercolor paintings of motorcycles by the 
mayor-elect’s wife, Cheryl Kampe, a cel-
ebrated artist, was schedule at the Classic 
Motorcycle Museum.

Elin Kelsey, known for her ground-
breaking book about whales (Watching 
Giants:The Secret Lives of Whales) 
introduced her latest children’s book. At 
the book launching at the Pacific Grove 
Library, she also read from new work she 
is writing for adults. Kelsey is an award 
winning author of more than a dozen 
environment and science based books for 
adults and children. Her newest book is 
You are Stardust.

The Pacific Grove Unified School 
District and the Monterey County Of-
fice of Education joined forces to insure 
autistic and special education pre-school 
children in the district continue to receive 
services necessary for their development. 
These services were previously offered 
at the Gladys Stone School in Marina. 
When the building they occupied was 
turned into a high school, Pacific Grove 
Unified School District stepped in to help. 
The district’s David Avenue campus, now 
partially occupied by the Monterey Bay 
Charter School and the Community High 
School, had vacant classrooms so the 
Gladys Stone School was able to relocate 
to Pacific Grove.

11/16/12-11/22/12
The City of Pacific Grove has re-

vamped the Tree Ordinance, source of 
much controversy since it was first enacted 
more than a decade ago. A final modifica-
tion has been ratified. A simplified ver-
sion of the new ordinance was published, 
beginning on the front page.

The Save The Pool campaign benefit-
ted from unused campaign funds donated 
by Bill Kampe, Robert Huitt, and Casey 
Lucius.

Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula offered free sandwiches and 
prostate screenings to men who watched 
football game there at the hospital.

We ran a two-page spread with pho-
tos of the Shoe Game, and another on 
the annual Shoe Dance. The Breakers, 
unfortunately, lost the annual rivalry game 
against Carmel.

On our Green Page was an update on 
the Greenwood Park Project, an effort by 
the City to reduce runoff pollution flowing 
into the Monterey Bay Sanctuary.

11/23/12-11/19/12
Jacquelyn Van Deusen-Byrd, an acu-

puncturist and herbalist at Pacific Grove 
Acupuncture is a regular columnist. She 
reported on high blood pressure, and its 
potential complications of headache, diz-
ziness, insomnia, heart attack, and stroke.

Cedar Street Times presented the first 
of our monthly special issues with a “Holi-
day Special” including calendars, cookies 
and more, especially a page devoted to 
MPC Theater’s “A Christmas Carol.” The 
Holiday issue marked the first of what will 
become monthly specials which will be 
home-delivered.

The popular “Monarch Magic” epi-
sode of Science Saturday invited the public 
to welcome the monarch butterflies back 
to Pacific Grove. The public was invited, 
for free, to explore the monarch exhibit 
and to create a monarch crafts, view live 
butterflies and caterpillars.

Longtime Pacific Grove resident, 
Phyllis Rebecca Cory, passed away at the 
skilled nursing facility at Forest Hill Man-
or Sunday evening, Nov. 18, at 9:30 p.m.

City Manager Tom Frutchey reported 
on three Small Water Projects aimed at 
saving Pacific Grove thousands of dollars 
on our water bill by using non-potable 
water for the Golf Links and the Cemetery. 
“Each of these projects could provide at 
least 100 to 125 acre-feet per year (afy) 
of reclaimed water and potentially up to 
500 afy per project. The reclaimed water 
produced could displace the 100 afy to 
125 afy of potable water currently used for 
landscape irrigation ... as well as irrigation 
water used at other public facilities.”

11/30/12-12/06/12

Measure F, which would have allowed 
for a larger hotel on the Holman site that 
current city zoning allows, went down  
with Yes votes at 3,204 or 41.67 percent 
and NO votes of 4,485 or 58.33 percent. 
It is still not know whether the developer 
will try again in the spring election. Vote 
count in the race for mayor and three city 
council seats:

A Human Kaleidoscope in the Fitness 
Center at forest Hill Manor as residents 
played with exercise balls.

An early morning fire Mon., Oct. 29 
caused extensive damage to a home 
on Gibson Street in Pacific Grove. The 
two residents and their dogs got out in 
time and were not injured. Capt. Barry 
Perkins of Monterey Fire, incident 
commander, advises that the cause is 
under investigation but that preliminary 
data points to the dining room of the 
older, stucco and frame structure as 
the source of the fire. He says that 
four engines, two trucks and a chief 
responded for 19 fire suppression 
personnel, and response time was 
under three minutes from the initial 
call at 4:37 a.m.

From Downtown merchants handing out treats in 
broad daylight to Halloween hijinks on the day itself, 
Pacific Grove goes all out for Halloween.Snow White 
was our first trick-or-treater downtown.

Shhh: Monterey Police Sgt. Michael 
Sargent says the Zero motorcycle 
recently purchased by the department 
is maneuverable and easy to handle. 
It’s also very, very quiet.

Breaker Girls did a zombie dance at the 
final home football game of the season. 
Zombies seemed to be the rage in mov-
ies and TV as well.

We also recorded, in pictures, the 
honoring of veterans at Robert Down 
School and Forest Grove School, 
where so many of the children’s par-
ents are in the armed forces.

First lesson at Asilomar’s Autumn 
foodie Camp, with Chef Chris Vaughn 
foreground, and Jeremy Acuna to his 
left. Food columnist Neil Jameson at-
tended the event as a participant.

A soggy day didn’t dampen the spirits 
of runners and their families, many 
costumed to brighten the day, when 
thousands turned out in Pacific Grove 
for the children’s portion of the Big Sur 
Half Marathon.
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votes. It’s cheaper than investing $40,000 
in a special election, says PGUSD’s Rick 
Miller. But the recount only turned up one 
vote so results stayed the same.

The new City Council and mayor 
were sworn in Wed., Dec. 5: Bill Kampe, 
Mayor, and Councilmembers Casey Lu-
cius, Dan Miller, and Robert Huitt, who 
was selected as mayor pro tempore. Four 
interim priority topics were identified 
ahead of a January 19 workshop: Water 
supply, the city’s pension obligation, busi-
ness vitality, and a review of infrastructure 
and services provided by the City.

On Sunday evening, Dec. 2, someone 
broke into the offices of the First United 
Methodist Church of Pacific Grove and 
stole checks and bank records. Later, a 
backpack turned up at Seaside Police 
department which had the church’s prop-
erty. One of the checks had a name in the 
“Pay To The Order Of” space which gave 
police a suspect. By matching a footprint 
found at the scene with shoes the suspect 
was wearing when arrested as well as 
a key in his possession, police fingered 
Christopher Tolbert for the burglary. He 
was booked, and made bail. Church staff 
stopped payment on the check, but went 
to considerable expense to re-key all the 
locks and change bank accounts.

On our Peeps page, we were proud to 
report three citizens received honors: York 
School alumnus Benjamin Todd Jealous, 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
of the National Association of the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
received the annual $100,000 Puffin/
Nation Prize for Creative Citizenship on 
Monday, December 3, 2012 . On Decem-
ber 4, Monterey Mayor Chuck Dela Salla 
and Fire Chief Andrew Miller presented 
the Monterey Fire Department’s highest 
meritorious conduct award, the Medal of 
Valor, to Firefighter Neal Hurd in recog-
nition of his bravery and courage, above 
and beyond the call of duty, by risking 
his life to save a fellow firefighter under 
conditions that put him at extreme personal 
risk. And John O’Brien, CEO and owner 
of Central Coast Senior Services, is the 
2012 recipient of the Invisible Disabilities 
Association Caregiver Honors Award.

12/14/12-12/20/12

The City of Pacific Grove prevailed 
in court when, on Dec. 6, Judge Lydia M. 
Villarreal of the Superior Court denied 
the Petition for Writ of Mandate and 
Complaint for Declaratory Relief filed 
by petitioners Friends of Point Pinos, Jim 
Willoughby and Lee Willoughby against 
the City of Pacific Grove. 

The petitioners’ lawsuit stemmed 
from the City’s amendment of a use 
permit to expand the hours of operation 
at the clubhouse/restaurant at the City’s 
Municipal Golf Links. 

The court rejected Petitioners’ claim 
that the Use Permit was not in compliance 
with the City’s General Plan and Zon-
ing Code.  Petitioners’ challenge to the 
City’s environmental studies related to the 
amendment was also rejected.

The Public Works Department has 
been working diligently to correct street 
lighting issues on “Candy Cane Lane,” 
which have existed for many years. Earli-
est maps and records show that the initial 
installation of streetlights was in 1922 and 
with 61 light poles. Over the years a num-
ber have succumbed to vehicle-vs.-light-
pole encounters and recently the removal 
of an additional nine due to rust and safety 
conditions. The cost to replace the entire 
system, which can’t be repaired, is $1.2 
million – which the City doesn’t have.

Nine Pacific Grove High School 
students and their advisor, Principal Matt 
Bell, spent a week in Washington, D.C. 
under a program called Close Up. Their 
whirlwind tour included visits to many 
historical sites, as well as visits to Capitol 
Hill to meet with our Congressman, Sam 
Farr. The students, who paid their own 
way, teamed with students from other 
states to hold debates on subjects such as 
privacy, search-and-seizure and drug test-
ing. They also framed potential bills and 
pushed them through a mock Congress, so 
that, as Matt Bell said, “by the time they 
reached Capital Hill they had a good grasp 
of how things work in Washington.”

Grace Meredith Colburn, widow of 
artist Sam Colburn, died at home in Pacific 
Grove of natural causes on Sun., Dec. 9. 
Born January 30, 1926 and raised in San 
Francisco, at 14 years old Grace was the 
youngest student to attend the San Fran-
cisco Art Institute, from 1940-1943.   Art, 
artists, intellectuals, psychologists, and 
healers were constant fixtures in her life. 
A charismatic but reclusive artist, Grace 
produced introspective work that dealt 
with her life and perceptions of the world. 
She has been a well-known resident of the 
Peninsula since 1943.

12/21/12-12/27/12
Pacific Grove officials’ reaction to the 

school shooting in Newtown, CT was swift 
and thorough. As soon as Superintindent   
Ralph  Porras was made aware of the ter-
rible situation unfolding he immediately 
contacted school administrators at each 
site notifying them, counseling vigilance 
regarding security procedures, and ad-
dressing potential mental health issues 
that might arise.

Pacific Grove Mayor Bill Kampe 
immediately contacted police department 
to make sure they were in contact with 
schools. City Manager Tom Frutchey held 
a staff meeting to discuss security plans at 
city offices. 

PACIFIC GROVE MAYOR
Vote  Count  %
BILL KAMPE  5,210  69.88%
Carmelita Garcia  2,246  30.12%
Total  7,456  100.00%
In 2010, running unopposed, Carmelita 
Garcia received 5,092 votes.

PACIFIC GROVE CITY COUNCIL
(Top three)

Vote  Count  %
CASEY LUCIUS  4,879  27.80%
ROBERT HUITT  4,285  24.41%
DAN MILLER  3,270  18.63%
Mary Norton  2,757  15.71%
Robert A. Pacelli  2,360  13.45%
Total  17,551  100.00%

In the continuing effort to shave costs, 
City officials are very close to a decision 
on closing the lobby of the Police Dept. 
between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. The 
result would save the cost of one person’s 
pay. And, says Cdr. John Miller, that per-
son’s duties would be spread over patrol 
staff. which would have to be trained on 
the software. Record storage could then 
largely be done in Seaside, which uses the 
same software and which was part of the 
impetus to share services with that city.

In an Op Ed piece, former council-
member Dan Davis explained why he and 
two others have set up a petition to have 
the safety officer retirement agreement 
of 10 years ago declared null and void, 
because certain facts were not disclosed 
to the city council and the amounts are 
unsustainable.

12/7/12-12/1312

On Dec. 5, Pacific Grove Public 
Works was dismayed to get a report of 
soap suds at Lovers Point. Resembling 
icebergs on a miniature scale, the bubbles 
were flowing from the sewer outfall there. 
Public Works turned on the Urban Diver-
sion so no more suds got getting into the 
bay. There are 12 manholes and Public 
Works tested each one up the line, and 
finally at the last one determined it was 
body wash dumped into the sewer by a 
group home. The beach was posted. Tests 
continue to learn the level of toxicity, if 
any, but the body wash is biodegradable. 
Environmental Programs Manager Sarah 
Hardgrave does not believe the group 
home will be fined.

A citizen reported vandalism to some 
12 trees deep in Rip Van Winkle Park. 
Someone has painted symbols and arrows 
with spray paint, along with the words 
“Believe” and “Love” on the trees and 
on a log. Officials are investigating and 
trying to determine whether the damage 
can be covered.

School Board president John Thibeau 
said that, with 66.37 percent of the vote 
going for the school measure and needing 
66.6 percent, “We owe it to the people 
who worked so hard on Measure A to do 
everything we can to ensure the vote gets 
counted right.” The school district invested 
$3,600 in a recount, looking for 14 more 

“Otter Views” columnist Tom Stevens 
wrote about the joys of the Underwood 
5, perhaps the most popular typewriter 
ever made.

Flanking Environmental Scientist Cyn-
di Dawson are (L) Anthony Ordiniza 
and Senior Park Aide Bill Garner (R), 
who is a retired Los Angeles school 
principal. They worked on the ADA 
upgrades at Asilomar.

Dr. Porras also contacted other school 
superintendents in our area to assess how 
they were handling the school tragedy.

Dr. Porras and his staff compiled 
relevant information to include in a mass 
email to all parents of students attending 
The Pacific Grove Unified School District, 
local law enforcement agencies; Tom 
Frutchey, City Manager of Pacific Grove; 
and all school district staff. The email 
assured parents that safety procedures 
were in place and offered suggestions on 
addressing children’s concerns over the 
next days and weeks. Websites detailing 
additional information and resources for 
coping with such tragedies were also 
included in the email.

We experienced a King Tide: King 
tides occur when the Earth, moon and sun 
align and cause increased gravitational 
pull on the Earth’s oceans. Predictable 
events, they occur several times a year. 
Environmentalists hope seeing king tides 
may help people visualize what rising sea 
levels might look like should the predic-
tions around global warming come true. 
In the San Francisco Bay area last week, 
photos were taken of inundated signs and 
flooding in low-lying tunnels.

The library put out a call for dona-
tions. If you purchased a copy of a best 
seller and have now finished with it, rather 
than having it take up space on your book 
shelf, consider donating it to the library.  
Some best sellers have long “hold” lists so 
your fellow patrons would appreciate your 
generosity.  Donations of J.K. Rowling’s 
“The Casual Vacancy” would be especially 
appreciated. The news release did not men-
tion “50 Shades of Gray.”

One of our favorites from the Cop 
Log: House of Blues:    RP reported ongo-
ing problem with neighbor. RP is con-
cerned that the neighbor is going to paint 
his own house a terrible robin egg blue 
color and there may be collateral damage 
to RP’s house and/or vehicle from paint 
splatter. 

Cedar Street Times’s Paper Posse 
participated in the Arthritis Foundation 
Jingle Bell Run/Walk held annually in 
Pacific Grove.

Katie Shain re-
viewed Smuin Bal-
let, to appear in 
Carmel

Gingerbread house, now on display 
at the Inn at Spanish Bay: 40 lbs of 
flour, 6 lbs of butter, 9 lbs corn syrup, 
8 lbs brown sugar, 125 lbs of powdered 
sugar. The dimension: 42” W x 32” D 
x 34” H.

Homeless Dave was on his way -- via 
bicycle -- to warmer climes when Erika 
Fiske interviewed him.


