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Tuesday, December 18
2:00-3:30PM

Gail Robbins RN, Health 
Care Coordinator, Energy 

Practitioner, Volunteer with 
Hospice of the Central Coast
The Park Lane Vista Lounge

200 Glenwood Circle, 
Monterey

•
Saturday December 22

2:00-4:00 PM
Mrs. Claus Reads
Holiday Stories

Phoebe Hearst Social Hall
Asilomar

831-646-6443
•

Wednesday December 19
5:00-8:00PM

Tree-planting Fundraiser event
 at Maya Cinemas in Salinas

•
Wednesday December 19 

3:00-4:00PM
Join the executive leadership 
from the VA Palo Alto Health 
Care System for a question 
and updates session. Major 
General Gourley VA-DoD 

Outpatient Clinic (Canteen), 
201 9th Street, Marina, CA. 

For more information contact 
vapaloaltopublicaffairs@va.gov 

or (650) 858-3925
•

Saturday December 22
Girls Holiday

Glamour Eyes Party
“Touche” in The Barnyard

An Outpouring of Help for Fire Victims

Water Management District Announces Feasibility Study Listening Sessions

Input Sought on Public Takeover of Cal-Am
The Monterey Peninsula Water Management District will hold a series of listening sessions January 7, 2019 through January 15, 

2019 to receive input on the enactment of its new Rule 19.8 (Ordinance 180) resulting from the passage of Measure J. The Director from 
each of the District’s elected divisions and district staff would like to hear from the public on the following:

·         What does “feasible” mean to you?
·         Which measure of “feasibility” is most important to you?
·         What do you see are the benefits of a publicly owned water system?

SEE WATER DISTRICT Page 6

Victims of the fires in Butte county have lost 
everything. Monterey Firefighters Association 
Local 3707 collected and delivered donations 
made by the local public and their members to 
help victims through this time. 
Monterey fireman’s charitable fund made 
$19,455
Checks/ gift cards totalled $26,287
Donated camper trailer value $7,500
Goods value $10,000

Total = $63,242

More on page 3 and page 6

More than 
1500 runners 
and volunteers 
participated this year. 
More photos and 
story on page 5.



Page 2 • CEDAR STREET Times  • December 14, 2018

Cedar Street Times was established September 1, 2008 and was adjudicated a legal 
newspaper for Pacific Grove, Monterey County, California on July 16, 2010. It is 
published weekly at 306 Grand Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
Press deadline is Wednesday, noon. The paper is distributed on Friday and is avail-
able at various locations throughout the county as well as by e-mail subscription.

Editor/Publisher: Marge Ann Jameson
Managing Editor Webster Slate

Her “editorness” in waiting Vanessa Ramirez
Regular Contributors: Gary Baley • Mike Clancy 

• Bill Cohen • Scott Dick • Bill Englander • Diane Guerrero • Patricia Hamilton 
• Neil Jameson • Kyle Krasa • Keith Larson • Dixie Layne 

• Peter Mounteer •   Wanda Sue Parrott • Jean Prock • Vanessa Ramirez • 
Jane Roland •  Patrick Ryan • Katie Shain •  Peter Silzer 

• Joan Skillman
Staff Magician: Dan Bohrman
Distribution: Amado Gonzales

Cedar Street Irregulars
Alex, Bella, Ben, Benjamin, Chianti, Coleman, Corbin, Dezi, Gideon, Griffin, 

Holden, Jay, Jeremiah, Jesse, Judy, Justice, Megan M, Nate, Reid, Ryan,
Theo, Tom, Spencer

831.324.4742 Voice 831.324.4745 Fax
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Near Lovers Point
Data reported by John Munch at 18th St.

Week ending 12/13/18....................... 0.07”
Total for the season (since 7/1/18)........ 3.16”
Last week low temperature..................45.0 F
Last week high temperature.................65.8 F
Last year rain to date (7/1/17-12/13/17)... 1.50”

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported at Canterbury Woods

As of 9 AM 12/12/18:
-this year to date (7/1/18 thru 12/12/18):
rain = 3.16 in
-yesterday (12/12/18):
rain = 0.00 in
low = 49.7 F
high = 63.9 F

Career Focused  
Programs include:

• Administration of Justice
• Automotive Technology
• Business & Entrepreneurship
• Computer Networking & Security
• Early Childhood Education
• Fire Protection Technology
• Graphic Arts
• Massage Therapy
• Medical Assisting
• Nursing
• Real Estate
• Sustainable Hospitality Management

Monterey • Marina • Seaside • Online | mpc.edu | (831) 646-4000

My Dream
My College
My Future

Enroll Now!

Vanessa Ramirez
Monterey Referral Agent
www.vinmonterey.com
BRE#02050046

Making connections and 
bridging realtors, buyers & 
sellers together to work in 

perfect unity.
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Firefighters take your donations to Fire Country
Last month’s Woolsey and Camp Fires have taken a huge toll 

on property and lives.
Among those who have lost their property and most of their 

belongings are first responders -- law enforcement,  firefighters, 
emergency medical personnel -- those whose lives are dedicated 
to protecting others. 

Firefighters throughout the country, including Monterey Coun-
ty, are responding on the ground and in support. Monterey Fire-
fighters Association Local 3707 led the drive in Monterey County.

The loss of life and injuries  is staggering, leaving survivors 
with nothing but memories and concern for their future.

Pacific Grove residents have been helping bring hope and relief 
to the victims and families impacted by the Camp Fire in Butte 
County and Woolsey and Hill fires in Ventura and Los Angeles 
Counties. Monetary donations, gift cards to stores such as Target, 
Walmart, Safeway, Lucky or Visa, clothing, new toys, and more 
were gathered at varius fire stations including Station 14 in Pacific 
Grove. Collection barrels were also set out for these limited items at 
My Museum in Monterey and the both upper and lower campuses 
of Bay View Academy School in Monterey.

Donations were temporarily stored at Mod Movers in Mon-
terey, which went the extra mile in helping firefighter volunteers 
get the donations to the victims, lending a truck for the firefighter 
union’s community events trailer to be towed. They packed up and 
drove away on Sunday, Dec. 10. 

Photos courtesy
Raul Pantoja, Monterey
Firefighters Association
Local 3707

Here are the names of those that went up to drop off the donations 

Captain Neal Hurd
Captain Danny Givvin 
Captain Pat Moore
Captain Chris Grogan 
Engineer Raul Pantoja 
Engineer Rob Klemeck 
Engineer Brian Bass
Firefighter Pete Koeman 
Firefighter Olivia Mendoza 

More on the Annual Christmas Drive page 6

By Al Saxe

A Christmas Miracle in the Grove? Let’s hope so
 In the heart of Asilomar beneath tall and aging 
Monterey Pines a story is unfolding. It is a riveting 
story whose ending has not yet been determined. That 
will be left up to the people of Pacific Grove and 
neighboring communities.The story involves Anita 
Starr now nearing her 104th birthday, her beloved 
dog Coco, her compassionate care givers, her fellow 
Fishwife employees, a dedicated hospice staff, and 
caring friends and neighbors. Anita was an amazing 
hostess at the The Fishwife Restaurant in Asilomar 
providing many years of joy to all of us until her 
retirement at the age of 96. She was legendary for 
giving hugs to customers when they entered and left 
the restaurant. Her kindness and service endeared her 
to so many people  that she was honored twice as the 
Monterey County hospitality worker of the year. The 
prestigious  and coveted award  was presented to her 
by Congressman Leon Panetta and in later years by 
Congressman Sam Farr. Anita was born in Auckland, 
New Zealand in 1915. As a young woman she found 
her way to the United States hoping for a career in 

the movies. Eventually she found work there not as an 
actress but as a script supervisor and executive secretary. 
She became friends with Clark Gable, James Dean, Walt 
Disney, Elizabeth Taylor and other famous celebrities. 
During her years in the movie industry Anita often took 
trips to the Monterey Peninsula as a guest of the owner 
of the Carmel Highlands Hotel. Eventually the spell of 
our area was greater than the bright lights of Hollywood 
and Anita Starr found her true home. She quickly found 
employment at Pebble Beach as an executive secretary 
and eventually her happiest years as a  hostess at 
Asilomar’s Fishwife Restaurant.
 Up until Anita’s 103rd birthday she only needed 
assistance for her shopping needs, medical visits and 
for someone to walk her beloved poodle Coco. These 
expenses were easily covered by her $2700 pension. An 
adequate amount since a caring friend, the late Hollywood 
producer Jack Larson, gave Anita a life estate on a little 
cottage in Asilomar until her death. Upon her passing 
the property will be sold and funds dispersed to his trust.
Three months ago due to a dosage change in a medicine 

prescribed for AFIB Anita showed 
stroke like symptoms and was 
rushed to the hospital. Upon her 
return Anita needed 24 hour care 
and her life long savings account 
was quickly depleted. Anita, now 
virtually bed ridden, developed 
a severe case of pneumonia, her 
lungs filling with fluid, and her 
frail body racking with non stop 
coughing. Anita Starr’s death 
was now eminent. Father Jerry, a 
Catholic priest, was brought in to 
give her the last rites or blessing for 
the sick. In the meantime Anita’s 
neighbors concerned that she had 
no funds for burial and no family 
to make funeral arrangements, 
feared she would be buried as a 
pauper. Funds were quickly raised 
to purchase a burial plot in Pacific 
Grove’s El Carmelo Cemetery and 

for the accompanying mortuary expenses. To the delight 
and astonishment of her caretakers and visiting Hospice 
staff Anita slowly rallied and recovered. She was still 
bedridden but was able to be moved to a rocking chair 
and feed herself. Now four months from her 104th 
birthday she continually voices her joy at being In her 
home with her beloved Coco always just a reach away. 
While her recovery is a miracle her continued up keep 
is one waiting to happen. Because of Anita’s fragile and 
bedridden condition the urgent need now is for donations 
to keep her and Coco together for the remaining weeks 
or months of her life. All government agencies including 
medical have been unable to help. Yard sales, a Fishwife 
Restaurant fundraiser, and donations have barely kept 
up with the $7500 monthly fees needed to keep Anita 
at home. Thanks to a generous gift from an anonymous 
angel Anita and Coco will stay at home for the holidays. 
Hopefully there is an angel or angels reading this article 
that will help continue the miracle in the Grove. Do you 
believe in miracles? Do you believe that old age matters 
too? Can you help? There is an old adage that one can 
not give without getting back. Anita Starr may have an 
empty savings account but she has a full heart that is 
continually giving love to those around her.  $25,000 
would provide care taking expenses until Anita’s 104th 

birthday. If you can help 
please email alsaxepg@
gmail.com or send a 
check to Anita Starr 
1124 Slnex Ave Pacific 
Grove Ca. 93950.

PS Anita and Coco 
wish you all a Merry 
Christmas!
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Your letters

Opinion
Price on Carbon: Renewable Energy
Dear Editor:

 The U.S. House of Representatives may soon consider a bill that would put a 
price on carbon.  The bipartisan Energy Innovation and Carbon Act (H.R. 7173) 
would assess fees on the carbon emissions that contribute to global warming. The 
bill is revenue neutral.  The money will be returned to families as monthly rebates.  
Most low and middle income households will break even or come out ahead.  
Money will flow from those with high carbon footprints to those with low carbon 
footprints.
 It will be very interesting to see how the big oil and natural gas companies react 
to this bill.  These companies have the people and financial resources to lead the 
transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy.  To date they have tended to resist 
this transition.  Stay tuned.

K. Jeffrey Johnson
Carmel, CA 93921

Cannabis Dispensary Would be 
Good for Pacific Grove
Dear Editor,

PG should allow cannabis dispensaries for many reasons. One, many Pagrovians 
travel to Carmel Valley and Seaside right now for cannabis. Measure M and U both 
passed. Two, The City needs more tax revenue. Cannabis sales could help. And third, 
PG voters have supported medical marijuana and recreational marijuana legalization 
in three elections.

Pacific Grove Votes for Marijuana/Cannabis Legalization History*
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Medical Marijuana Use
November 1996
Prop 215
5540 YES votes/2347 NO votes
Passes in P.G. and Statewide
Pacific Grove Votes to Legalize Recreational Marijuana Use
November 2010
Prop 19O
4009 YES/2719 NO votes
Passes in P.G. but fails Statewide
Pacific Grove Votes to Legalize Recreational Marijuana Use
November 2016
Prop 64
5667 YES/2509 NO
Passes in P.G. and Statewide
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

* Monterey County Elections Results Website

I think this pretty much indicates that if the city council asked the voters for 
approval, they’d get it. 

Gary Karnes
Pacific Gove

Joy Colangelo
From the Trenches
Obituary for Mr. Zoning

Born on July 29, 1870 in San Francisco, Mr. Zoning has passed away 
after an illness that spanned his entire lifetime. He was a sickly child, making 
his mark on San Francisco with the Cubic Air Ordinance which required 500 
cubic feet of air for each occupant in a lodging, Zoning moved to Los Angeles 
in 1908 and soon thereafter, to New York in 1916. Zoning worked throughout 
his checkered life touting protection when in actuality Zoning was, well, how 
do we say this in a way that doesn’t speak poorly of the dead - Zoning was a 
bigot.  

Zoning noticed that jobs for whites in SF were dwindling so he thought 
“I’ll zone the Chinese out of their homes and laundries and they will return 
to China.”  They arrested hundreds of Chinese who defied the ordinance 
and placed them in jails that, ironically, were even more crowded than the 
washerhouses.  Then to add insult, no laundry could be within 150 feet of 
the other which was only enforced in Chinese villages. Called Exclusionary 
Zoning, Pacific Grove loved the idea so much, it adopted a 55-foot “Zone of 
Exclusion,” for its short term rentals.  It is one of the great tragedies that Mr. 
Zoning did not live long enough to see his work carried forward in this little 
coastal hamlet as they tightened his ZOE by 2/3’s. Those of us that knew 
him and his habits, can hear him chuckle as he coughs his notorious bloody 
phlegm into his hanky. He himself couldn’t believe how long he lived after 
what should have been a terminal diagnosis in his infancy.

I apologize in knowing that many of you were unaware of Mr. Zoning’s 
death. He died in Cascadia, the bio-region that includes much of western 
North America, the three largest cities being Vancouver, Seattle and Portland. 
These Cascadian cities launched “Making Rooms” in 2009, “Housing 
Affordability and LIveability Agenda (HALA) 2015 and “Residential Refill 
Project” in 2015, respectively.  In fact, Vancouver thought Mr. Zoning had 
run his course in the 1980s and allowed Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 
in R-1 which was about half of their land. They now allow 2 ADU’s, 
duplexes, rowhouses and apartment buildings, increasing their housing by a 
whopping two-thirds by using the existing footprints of single family houses.  
Minneapolis has followed the progressive Northwest and allows 4-plexes in 
two-thirds of their R-1 and Austin has CodeNEXT that outlines their housing 
reform to increase density in R-1.  They fully believe Mr. Zoning is dead and 
gone.

Even the “character houses”  (similar to our Historic Registry) can add 
rooms, and divide houses into separate units in Vancouver. In Seattle, they 
eliminated size restrictions and want “two front doors instead of one” on as 
many houses as possible.  A condo owner can even build a “lock-off unit” 
inside their condo, making two condos in the footprint of one.  Mr. Zoning is 
rolling in his grave.

While Mr. Zoning worked under the misguided belief that he protected 
homeowners, he lived his life fully unaware of a silent killer - his cancer 
only served to exclude homeowners of color as they were unable to get loans 
for houses in R-1 districts. The “missing middle” are so underrepresented in 
home ownership that an entirely new supply of housing options will need to 
infiltrate R-1s to undue the historic mistakes that excluded certain residents 
and certain uses.  The tyranny of “lawn and driveway” zoning is dead.  Cities 
are celebrating Mr. Zoning’s death by lifting neighborhood noticing, lessening 
set-backs and height requirements, eliminating use permits, waiving sewer 
hook-up fees, eliminating parking requirements and  implementing a program 
called “freeze the size” which limits how big a single family unit can be.  They 
will limit McMansions but allow duplexes or triplexes to be bigger than single 
family homes.  

Like many historic figures, Mr. Zoning had a nemesis which was the little 
known Fair Housing Act and is of current interest to Pacific Grove residents. 
Despite strict R-1 ordinances that disallow multi-family units, there is a 
loop-hole that legalizes and protects certain uses which allows dozens and 
even dozens and dozens of occupants in the same home.  They include any 
“supportive housing” which could be an in-patient or out-patient psychiatric 
facility, drug and alcohol rehabilitation housing, residential facilities for the 
mentally ill, houses for the severely disabled, foster family and other group 
homes and prisoner transitional housing.  Why is this of interest to Pacific 
Grove who so winningly banned such an innocent bystander as short term 
rentals from its R-1?  Well, my dear citizens, we have a few such rehab 
facilities in large, beautifully restored Victorians that have been running 
quietly for years. And Bridge Ministries is slated to buy another property 
(remember, faith-based buyers don’t have to pay property taxes which 
includes Forest Hill Manor and Canterbury Woods and they are exempted 
from paying TOT (transient occupancy tax) even if their residents stay one 
day or 60).  This one is for a 20-bed drug rehab, anger management, convict 
transitional unit.  It will sit next to a home owner who will have to close 
their short term rental in 2020, just in time for new neighbors.  Not that there 
is anything wrong with those neighbors especially if you believe in second 
chances (which was not Mr. Zoning’s strong suit). So rest assured our very 
large houses, some of them once short term rentals or those that fall into our 
“sitting empty” inventory, have some prime buyers ready and waiting. Money 
and permits are exchanging hands for that supportive residential home as we 
go to print. Rest in peace Mr. Zoning. Cause of death: bigotry. Time of death; 
not soon enough. 

Your Letters Are Always
WELCOME!

Write us at
editor@ 

cedarstreettimes.com
or

by Snail Mail at
306 Grand Ave.

Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Our Amazing PG Pops
Dear Editor:

Our PG Pops Orchestra’s Holiday Concert on Saturday was outstanding.  It never 
ceases to amaze me that our beloved little town has such a first class orchestra.  What 
an under appreciated asset it is.  Though donations are certainly needed and appreciated, 
the concerts are free.  I’m marking my new calendar for the next two performances: 
2:00 pm March 23 and June 1 at the Pacific Grove Performing Arts Center.  You will 
be wowed if you attend.

Bruce Hamilton
Pacific Grove
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Jingle Bell Run 2018 For the Arthritis Foundation

Photos by Kent Speed

Record numbers this year helped the 
Arthritis Foundation to a successful 
Jingle Bell Run. Held annually 
nationwide with teams and individuals 
joining sponsors in raising funds, the 
full details by the Monterey chapter 
can be found at https://events.arthritis.
org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.
event&eventID=64.

There were more than 1500 runners and 
volunteers, including 150 from CSUMB. 
Jolly Mollys team topped the 55 teams in 
donations raised.
Female winners were Monica Rueles, 19 
of Hollister; Ryleigh Teague, 13 of Carmel; 
and Shantel Martinez, 19. Male winners 
were Justin Carrancho, 23; Carlos 
Siqueros, 37 of San Jose, and Juan 
Gutierrez, 20, of Hollister.
The medical sponsor was Prime Care. 

“Our goal this year was $118,000,” said 
Stephanie Sorensen of the Arthritis 
Fouudation. “We will reach $135,000, our 
best ever.”
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“A Christmas Carol”
by Peter Silzer. Solution on page  15

Across
1 First 3 of 26
4 Late shopper’s helper, initially
7 Toward the middle
13 Sheepish remark?
14 Paleo- opposite
15 Gradually quieting, musically
16 “Our Father who ___ in heaven”
17 *Start of Christmas song (2 wds)
19 Nicholas of “City of Angels”
21 When repeated indicates disapproval
22 “’Til we ___ again!”
23 *Part 2 (2 wds)
26 Roadside warning
27 Orphan’s parent
28 Took a gander (but not a goose)
29 Christmas turkeys have 2
30 More cheeky
33 Pre-CIA org.
34 Delete, as expletives (2 wds)
35 __4 (common guitar chord)
38 Olympians who clean up?
39 Bad spots for teens
40 Eritrea’s capital
43 Scrooge’s predilection 
45 One way to reduce gaseous emissions?
46 *Part 3 (3 wds)
48 Fridge foray
49 Sundial mid-afternoon number
50 Too big a burden to bear (M.L. King)
51 *Part 4 (3 wds)
55 School of thought
57 Gardeners, at times
58 Like Batman and Robin, for example
59 Part of a train
60 Getting more ice or mailing a package, for example
61 Compose, as a poem
62 Pre-noon hrs.

Down
1 3-line rhyme scheme option
2 UPCs and others (2 wds)
3 Pre-Christmas mailings
4 Like a procrastinator’s holiday greetings
5 JFK Library architect I.M.
6 Perfect 5th from Do
7 N.T. book that relates the gifts of the Wise Men
8 Anti-gov’t Colombian fighters
9 Auto pioneer Gottlieb
10 Ready to drive (2 wds)
11 Keep to, as a diet
12 Ready for auction
15 11th c. Danish king of England
18 Anglo-Saxon letter
20 Cheats, in a biased way
23 Nativity headwear?
24 One of several additional books in some Bibles
25 Sacred cup of lore
26 Little ones make pitter-patter sounds
28 Pope who condemned the French Revolution
31 Salt Lake City athlete
32 Great Barrier Reef invertebrate
34 Mark’s replacement
35 Lower back pain
36 Finger-pointing poster guy (2 wds)
37 Appear to be
38 G.B. Shaw comedy
39 Alms box
40 Scuff or weaXr down
41 Deck protector sealer
42 Many a late Christmas shopper
44 Demi’s former husband Kutcher
46 Freshens linens
47 Weeks in Caesar’s annum
49 World Bank lending grp.
52 D.C. VIP
53 Measure of US economy
54 Pure spectrum color
56 Santa’s better half?

Monterey County Winter Recess 
Schedule 

Many Monterey County government offices will be closed or have limited hours 
of operation during a Winter Recess scheduled from December 26 – 28 and 31.  This 
recess is in addition to designated holidays of December 24 and 25 (Christmas Eve and 
Day) as well as January 1 (New Year’s Day).  The recess will not close any critical or 
public safety ‘24/7’ operations.

A schedule for all county offices during this time period is available on the county 
website www.co.monterey.ca.us.

“These sessions are an important part of the feasibility study process,” commented 
in-coming MPWMD Board Chair Molly Evans. “The District wants to make sure 
that the public is heard on what they feel is ‘feasible’ and that their comments are 
documented in a transparent manner.”

The sessions will begin with District staff providing an overview of the process 
for analyzing the feasibility of acquiring the California American Water Company’s 
system on the Monterey Peninsula. Then, public input will be taken in increments of 
three (3) to five (5) minutes depending on the number of speakers. The sessions will 
last no longer than two hours and each session will be recorded for accuracy.

Each session is scheduled to begin at 6pm.

·         Division 1 – Monday, January 7 - Seaside City Council Chambers
·         Division 2 – Tuesday, January 8 – MPWMD conference room
·         Division 3 – Wednesday, January 9 – Monterey City Council Chambers
·         Division 4 – Thursday, January 10 – Pacific Grove Council Chambers
·         Division 5 – Tuesday, January 15 – Carpenter Hall, Sunset Center Carmel
For more information on the sessions or the feasibility study, visit: http://www.

mpwmd.net/resources/measure-j-information/
 
Written comments will be accepted via email at: comments@mpwmd.net
###
 
About Monterey Peninsula Water Management District
The mission of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District is to promote 

or provide for a long-term sustainable water supply, and to manage and protect water 
resources for the benefit of the community and the environment. We strive to ensure 
a public role in the development, ownership and oversight of water supply solutions 
and will lead the efforts in water resource management. For more information visit 
www.mpwmd.net

PWATER DISTRICT From Page 1

Firefighters’ Annual Christmas Drive
We’re now collecting donations in the form of new toys and gift cards for those 

in need within our local communities. Drop-offs can be made at local firehouses.
We will wrap all the presents on Dec 21 at Monterey High School.
We have a Santa and firefighters as elves and hand deliver the toys using our fire 

engine as a sleigh. Delivery takes place on December 22 and 23. 
Chief Felix Colello, who has run this program for over 20years will be retiring 

this Dec 28. This will be his last year running the toy drive and delivery event. 
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The Monterey Public Library is pleased to announce a fun and exciting lineup of 
events happening throughout the month of December for children and families.

December 17, 3:30-4:30 p.m.: We’ll bring the blocks, gears, LEGOs and other 
exciting materials. You bring your young engineers. This program takes place Monday, 
December 17 and is for all ages.

December 18, 3:30-5:00 p.m.: Join us to make crafts perfect for the season at our 
Winter Crafts event. This program is for grades K-5th and takes place on Tuesday, 
December 18 from 3:30-5:00 p.m.

December 6 & 20, 10:30 a.m.: Every 1st and 3rd Thursday at 10:30 a.m. join us for 
Bilingual Storytime. Connect with your little one through stories and songs in Spanish 
and English. This storytime is perfect for native speakers of any language. This program 
is for ages 18 months-5 years and a participating caregiver.

December 13, 10:30 a.m.: Every 2nd and 4th Thursday at 10:30 a.m. join us for 
Musical Storytime. Sing, dance, and learn with your child through stories, songs, and 
fun activities designed to build their early literacy skills. This program is for ages 18 
months-5 years and a participating caregiver.

Every Friday, 10:30 a.m.: Join us every Friday for Baby Rhyme Time. Familiar 
nursery rhymes and gentle games will give you tools to bond with your baby and begin 
their journey toward reading. Linger afterward for stay-and-play time to connect with 
other parents and caregivers. This program is for ages 0-18 months and a participating 
caregiver.

The Monterey Public Library will be closed on Monday, December 24, Tuesday, 
December 25 and Wednesday, December 26 in observance of the Christmas Holiday. 
We will reopen on Thursday, December 27 at 10:00 a.m.

All of these exciting programs (unless otherwise noted) will be held in the Monterey 
Public Library’s Community Room. And of course, all programs are free!

The Monterey Public Library is located at 625 Pacific Street, Monterey.  For more 
information call 831.646.3933 or visit www.monterey.org.

Monterey Public Library 

Pacific Grove
1116 Forest Ave, Ste B

(Corner of Forest & David Ave)

(831) 642-6000
All You Can Eat

Lunch Buffet
Mon. - Fri. 11 - 2

All You Can Eat

Dinner Buffet 
Wed. Night 5 - 8

$34.99+ Tax

2 Large 2 Topping Pizzas Every Day
Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 

charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 
charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 
charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

$20.99

$16.99

1 Large Specialty Pizza

1 Large 1-Topping Pizza

+ Tax

+ Tax

+ Tax

PG Kiwanis Santa Project
The Pacific Grove Kiwanis is proud to be working with the local fire departments 
to provide toys to boys and girls. They are seeking your assistance in bringing the 
Christmas spirit to the less fortunate! Your donated toys will be delivered to chil-
dren by the Monterey/Pacific Grove/Carmel Fire Department.

Toys must be brand new and unwrapped.  LAST DAY - DEC 15.

Toy collection barrels may be found at the following locations:

Matteson's
AUTO REPAIR

Happy and Safe 
Holidays

234 Grand Ave.
Pacifi c Grove

831-373-5050
831-373-0383 Fax
Open 8 AM - 5 PM

MON. - FRI.
Closed Daily Noon - 1 PM

Corner Grand Ave.
and Laurel Ave. In Pacifi c Grove

From Denise, Steve, Bryan, Francisco
Susan, Mike and Linus!

15% OFF
WITH THIS AD

EXPIRES
12/21/18

The Club at Pasadera to Host Job Fair
Interview for full-time and part-time positions

between noon-2pm on December 17
The Club at Pasadera, formerly Nicklaus Club-Monterey, is under new ownership 

and is conducting its first-ever Job Fair on Monday, December 17 from 12 noon to 2 
pm at the Club, located at 100 Pasadera Drive, Monterey.

Many immediate job opportunities are available to friendly people who enjoy an 
exciting and fun work environment. Offering competitive wages, The Club is looking 
to hire for both full-time and part-time staff positions in the following departments:

Banquet Servers
Banquet Set-up
Bartenders for the Grille
Dishwashers
Greens Crew
Outside Service Operations – Golf
Servers - Grille
For more information on the Job Fair or any of these positions, please contact 

Interim General Manager Mark Perbix at 831-647-2400; mperbix@ncmonterey.com.
Family-friendly. Unbuttoned luxury. The only Jack Nicklaus Signature course on 

the Central Coast. And so much more. That’s The Club at Pasadera.

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL

HOUSECLEANING SPECIALISTS
Let Us Do The Work For You

(831) 626-4426

Experienced • Professional
Same Cleaner For A Personal Touch

Bonded • 30 Year Track Record

DUST BUNNIES

Pacific Grove Library Programs
Tuesday, 11:00 am

Stories for PreSchool (ages 2-5)

Wednesday, 11:00 am
Music with MaryLee (all ages)

Wednesday, 3:45 pm
Wacky Wednesday (ages 5 and up)

Thursday, 11:00 am
Baby Rhyme Time (birth - 24 months)
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Playin’ real good for free.

  By Susan Goldbeck   
     
 These words of sixties icon Joni Mitchell came to mind  this past weekend when 
I attended two excellent  Christmas concerts : one  on Saturday in Pacific Grove 
and one in Monterey on Sunday. Both will be back next Christmas for another 
performance.  These concerts were very well attended and reminded me that there is 
a great deal of good entertainment available in our area, that’s right, for free. 
 The Pacific Grove Pops orchestra   delighted the crowd at the performance 
auditorium at the Pacific Grove Middle school  ably conducted by the orchestras 
founder Barbara Priest. The orchestra consists of local student and amateur 
musicians  with the help of   experienced   professional musicians and teachers.  All 
are volunteers. 
 The Pacific Grove Pops performs for us all year around. The next concert will 
be on March 23, 2019.  Look for them also at Good Old Days, the time and date not 
yet determined.  As is the custom of Pops orchestras, the concert featured lovely 
classical numbers for about half of the hour- long show with the remaining time 
spent on popular music. Much of the “pops” portion of the show   was a wonderful 
medley from Rogers and Hammerstein’s “Sound of Music”.   It was really well done 
despite my (and some others) unconscious singing along.  We just couldn’t help it.   
Bravo to the   Pops orchestra, I   can’t   wait to see another show. 
 Sunday, the   fourth annual Tuba Christmas concert was performed by 
professional, students and amateur tuba enthusiasts at the newly refurbished 
Monterey Conference Center on Sunday. It was attended by more than 1,000 people!  
There were tubas, sometimes called Sousa phones, of all kinds, ages,  colors, sizes 
and shapes.  There were tuba players which ranged from the young 11 year old to the 
82 year old musician at the other end of the scale.  There was one tuba which dated 
back to the Civil War. Some were brass of   course but there were silver ones and 
copper ones.  Some were heavy and huge; some were of a more modern, manageable 
size. One player sported a black plastic tuba from China.  Did you know that some 
tubas cost as much as $40,000!  There were three sets of father son tuba playing 
teams.  All playing for free for love of the tuba.
   The program consisted of mostly Christmas carols which were generally played by 
the orchestra first and then again for audience sing a -longs.  The large tuba orchestra 
was ably led by Stephen Iwata and on one number by the mayor of Monterey. 
 The   Tuba   Christmas   orchestra is of a different size every year as it consists 
of volunteer musicians.    Some of the   tuba players are local but   musicians came 
from all over. One   married couple tuba - team   came here to play all the way from   
the east coast.    
  The Tuba Christmas   concert is something that has occurred all over the country 
for as long as forty years. The tradition started   at Rockefeller Center with the tuba 
players   playing   outside the famous Christmas ice rink. In fact, the New York Tuba 
Christmas   concert was conducted at that same chilly place on the same day as the 
Monterey concert.  It   was 30 degrees in New York City   this year. The Monterey   
orchestra managers wisely decided that our community would be better served 
by performing inside. The newly refurbished   Monterey conference Center was a 
beautiful venue.
  The Tuba Christmas concert was   made possible by a grant from the City of 
Monterey and local businesses and private contributions.  It was also of course 
the wonderful willingness of those involved in doing the hard work   and personal 
expense   needed to make the concert happen.
  I urge you to make it next year, it was a fun experience. Get there early, it was 
a packed house.    Pictured above is yours truly and one of the performing tuba 
players, Ed Hinz who traveled from Los Angeles to perform at Tuba Christmas 
Monterey.

Susan Goldbeck

Performance Review

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Calling all youngsters, oldsters, 
and Christmas fanatics to attend 

MRS. CLAUS Reads 
Holiday Stories 

 
December 22, 2018 

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Phoebe Hearst Social Hall, Asilomar Conference Grounds 
Free parking is available in any designated parking lot. 

For more information: asilomar.interp@parks.ca.gov or  
call (831) 646-6443. 

                                                    

45TH Anniversary of the
Endangered Species Act 
By Senator Bill Monning

From generations of science and research, the United States has shaped 
meaningful public policy and this month I am excited to recognize the 45th 
anniversary of the United States Endangered Species Act (Act).

On December 27, 1973, President Richard Nixon signed the Act into 
law to protect and revive critical animal and plant species from extinction 
and it has had notable success.  The Act’s strong protections have allowed 
scientists to work to stabilize species that are integral to our ecosystem and, 
in 2013, the US Department of Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) noted 
that due to the Endangered Species Act there is a 98 percent survival rate of 
species classified as threatened or endangered.  

California has directly benefited from the enactment of the Act.  In the 
19th century, fishers hunted the southern sea otter for their dense warm fur.  
What was not apparent at the time was that these marine mammals are vital 
to the health of the ocean.

The southern sea otters were hunted and on the brink of extinction 
when, in 1977, the USFWS placed them under the federal Endangered 
Species Act.  Through the rigorous efforts of the scientific community and 
the USFWS recovery team, there has been a remarkable recovery of the 
southern sea otter population and this is just one of the countless species that 
have flourished due to the Endangered Species Act.

 There is still much work to be done.  The U.S Fish and Wildlife 
Services report that there are currently 1465 animals and 947 plants that fall 
under the category of threatened or endangered.  The State of California 
has recognized the need for the continued support of the Act and has 
implemented additional protections for species facing the greatest threats.  

As we embark on the forty-fifth anniversary of the Endangered Species 
Act, it is important to recognize that science has had a positive impact on 
public policy.  It is critical that as a state we continue to use science and 
data to inform policy decisions, as this is how we ensure a healthy and 
sustainable California.

Above: The sea otter was an ear-
ly beneficiary of the Endangered 
Species Act. It was once hunted 
nearly to extinction for its soft, 
warm fur.

Left:  Coast Yellow Leptosiphon 
Bjerke is one of hundreds of en-
dangered plants. (Photo courtesy 
California Fish and Wildlife)

The Monarch 
Butterfly was 
recently added 
to the list. 
Pacific Grove 
is an important 
overwintering site 
for the insect.
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Michelle Netlaff-Luna

Performance Review
Who Killed Lt. Wes Van Dorn?

A Monarch Film Festival Must-See
“Not everybody that died for this country had to die for this country.” Chris Humme, 

53 mechanic and friend of Van Dorn. 

Who Killed Lt. Van Dorn is a gripping and revealing documentary that unmasks 
the greed and negligence underlying the death of pilot Wes Van Dorn in the January 
2014 MH-53E Sea Dragon helicopter crash off the Virginia coast. The film leads the 
viewer on an intimate journey into the life of 29 year old Wes Van Dorn, his lifelong 
dream to attend a service academy, the wife and two children he left behind, and the 
men who served with him.  Describing him as magnetic, the film captures the high re-
gard in which others held him. “He took care of all of us. He was really big on making 
sure that all of us felt welcome and felt like a family, ” and “You were a better person 
because of your time spent with him.”  Film producer Zachary Stauffer skillfully weaves 
meticulous investigative reporting with powerful cinematography as he unearths the 
moving story of Van Dorn’s repeated attempts to bring his safety concerns about the 
helicopter to senior officers, and how these attempts were continually stonewalled and 
dismissed. The story gets darker and more disturbing as the film investigates the history 
of concerns about the safety of the aircraft reported by others for three decades prior 
to Van Dorn’s death, how far up the ladder the negligence goes and the greed behind it 
all. It is a relentless search for the truth as it tells the heartbreaking tale of a “guy who 
sees a problem, tries to fix the problem, and the problem kills him.”

Stauffer includes conversations with such persons as attorney Louis Franecke who 
argued a case about an earlier version of the helicopter before the Supreme Court in 
1987.  Service members can’t sue the military for things that go wrong, and the court 
found that contractors are also immune as long they follow design specs and the gov-
ernment has knowledge of potential dangers. “The families that have lost a loved one 
because of a defective military product have essentially no recourse,” Franecke says. 
“The game is rigged against them. The people that are really hurt have no power.”  
Chuck Spinney, a former Pentagon analyst, addressed the highest level of dysfunction 
that contributed to Van Dorn’s death. He states, the kind of situation you are seeing 
with the helicopters is very typical of things I’ve seen over the years. It’s basically an 
inevitable consequence of a screwed up priority system. And because it is inevitable 
you can see it head of time. And when you continue this behavior into the future, it 
boils down to malice of forethought.”

He relates Van Dorn’s accident to the workings of the military industrial complex, as 
he puts it, an “iron triangle” comprised of the military, Congress and defense contractors. 
Billions of dollars flow around the triangle, making a lot of people rich. “Generals are 
going through the revolving door, lieutenant colonels and colonels are going through 
the revolving doors, contractors are making big profits, and congressmen are getting 
lots of pork in their district which increases their longevity and wealth. Everybody wins, 
except of course, the soldier at the pointy end of the spear and the taxpayer.”

And the personal risk for that single soldier is the foundation of this film. Like 
the pied piper, Stauffer pulls viewers effortlessly along as he overturns every stone 
and looks underneath in a driven quest for the truth.  He closes with the names of the 
132 servicemen who have died on non-combat related flights of the 53E’s, each one 
appearing on the screen like raindrops beading on a windowpane, in a solemn tribute 
to what should never have been. 

ONCE A YEAR 
BLOWOUT SALE
10% - 40% OFF

Dec 22nd - Jan 1st
~ Give Something Vintage This Year ~

Enjoy Hot Cocoa & Cookies
while browsing through two floors

of Antiques & Collectibles

Happy Holidays

Register to win a $50.00 Gift Certificate

The City of Monterey Fire Department has announced new Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) services on Emergency Medical Service (EMS) calls. The service 
has been provided just since the end of October, 2018. 

All Monterey Fire personnel are trained to the Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) level. ALS service requires personnel trained to the Paramedic level. Paramedic 
training takes about ten times as long. Paramedics are allowed to interpret cardiac 
rhythms, start intravenous (IV) lines, administer a variety of medications, and perform 
other life-saving techniques which are not within the EMT scope of practice. 

"Providing Advanced Life Support represents a new caliber of service our out-
standing Fire staff can now provide to the community," said Monterey City Manager 
Hans Uslar.

“We are excited to be able to enhance the service we provide to the residents and 
visitors of Monterey," said Fire Chief Gaudenz Panholzer. "Engine 11 responds to over 
1800 EMS calls per year. Since the start of the paramedic program in October, Monterey 
Firefighter Paramedics have initiated ALS care an average of over one person per day."  

Paramedics bring much of what the emergency room at the hospital will do right 
to the patient in the field. This has become the standard of care for first-responder 
agencies throughout most of California.

With this new service, Monterey Fire joins the Salinas Fire Department, Monterey 
County Regional Fire District, and CAL Fire in providing ALS services. Plans call for 
upgrading to this level of service with all engines that respond in the City of Monterey 
over the next few years. While the private ambulance service that responds to all EMS 
calls in Monterey already provides a paramedic, typically the fire department arrives 
first and can initiate this care sooner.

Fire Department Now Has New 
Emergency Services Available  
on Emergency Calls

www.pacificvalleybank.com

Copyright ©2018 Pacific Valley Bank

Pacific Valley Bank’s new CD offer 
is the gift that keeps on giving. 

Maximize your earnings with this 
limited time promotion. This 11 month 
certificate of deposit has an APY of 3%, 
with a minimum deposit of $2,500. 
This APY is good for new deposits only.

Certificate of Deposit
11 month 3% APY*

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/5/2018 and subject to change without notice.  
  APY assumes principal and interest remains on deposit for the term of the certificate.  
• At maturity, the promotional certificate will automatically renew into a 271-364 day product, 
  and for the current posted APY.
• Early withdrawal penalties may be imposed for withdrawals prior to the maturity date, the fee 
  we may impose will equal three months interest.  
• Please see Pacific Valley Banks’s account disclosures and fee schedules for complete fee and  
  interest payment information; agreement and brochures are available upon request.

SALINAS
831-771-4330

MONTEREY
831-645-6560

KING CITY
831-385-2200

Our Christmas gift to you:
Let’s get this done

3%

MEMBER

Lic. #01147233

Junipero 8 NW of 10th, Carmel
Beautifully remodeled, and easy 
walk to town and beach. 
3 beds/2 baths, 1,433 sq.ft., 
bonus room and 2-car garage.
Sale Price:  $2,000,000

1012 San Carlos Rd., Pebble Beach 
Opportunity! Amazing location!  Post 
adobe on large lot on golf course, 
short walk to beach. Room to add on. 
3 beds 2 bths, double pane windows, 
vaulted ceilings, 2-car garage. 
$1,759,999

SOLD 
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montereycoastrealty.com

831.624.2300

Dolores 2 SW of Seventh
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Locally 
Owned

Globally  
Connected

Results  
Driven  
Experts

Results Driven 
Experts Monterey Coast Realty has 

a seasoned and credentialed 
leadership team, skilled and qualified operation 
and marketing experts, and genuine professional Realtors.

Here are a few of the Monterey Coast Local Experts: 

Lifestyle. Connection.  
Trust with Concierge Service

Knowledgeable advisor in 
buying and selling properties 

25+ years in committed, 
detailed, and personalized 
service 

25+ years living on the 
Monterey Peninsula

Former local banker  
and wine business owner

Passion for non-profits 
supporting kids and the elderly

LuAnn 
Meador
Realtor®  DRE#01984843

831.601.6355
luann@montereycoastrealty.com

Applying High-Tech Business 
Experience to Real Estate

30 years of success and 
experience in business services  

Understanding, collaborative 
and committed to clients

Trained in sales, negotiation, 
and deal making

Member of Carmel Rotary and 
C.C. YMCA Board of Directors

Active in community  
non-profits and philanthropies

Geoff 
Arnold
Realtor®  DRE#02036451

831.297.3890
geoff@montereycoastrealty.com

Everyday Should  
Be Extraordinary

Specializes in both residential 
and commercial markets

Lifetime Monterey Peninsula 
resident

Raising family in the  
Carmel School District

Recognized as an expert in 
local real estate

Active with local schools, 
sports teams and non-profits

Jeremy 
Barrett
Realtor®  DRE#01414802

831.601.9131
jeremy@montereycoastrealty.com
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Holiday Pet Photo Tips

Diana L. Guerrero

Ask ARK  Lady
Pet holiday photographs are gaining popularity among the pet parenting crowd. 

In fact, more people are sending holiday cards of their animals instead of traditional 
holiday greeting cards.

These photos can also be used to create unique gifts for pet parents. Customized 
shopping bags, framed images, canvas creations, or memory books are a few ideas. 

If you want to take a themed photograph, take the time to get the animal used to 
the costume or setting prior to the photo session. This can be done with short, simple 
training sessions where the animal is rewarded for wearing the hat or sitting still. 

Invest in a good pet photographer for great professional photos. During this time of 
year it may be possible to take advantage of local opportunities that are pet specific. 
Some animal groups will raise funds through photo opportunities with Santa Paws. 

If you want to take the photos yourself or with the help of a friend, there are a few 
simple things you can do to get the best photo of your pet.

Use natural light and avoid 
flash. Some animals find the 
flash light disturbing but not 
using it also avoids red eye 
and other lighting distortions.

Take outdoor  photos 
on an overcast day. Most 
animals do well in a outdoor 
setting and the natural light 
is flattering to both humans 
and animals. 

Photograph a pet  on 
their level. You’ll get the 
best  resul ts  f rom your 
photographs if you kneel 
or get creative with camera 
angles at the same level as 
the pets or slightly below--
get creative and experiment.

Take  mul t ip le  snaps 
and focus on their gaze. 
Getting your pets to look 
toward the camera is an art 
form. Plan a few sessions 
and focus on their gaze, 
expression and then posture 
or pose. Professional animal 
photographers will take a 
number of shots to capture 

the perfect one.
Have a partner jingle keys, squeak a toy or make kissy sounds behind the photographer. 

This will get the animal to pay attention and look more animated. Babies will respond 
to this technique as well.

Use a simple background. Distractive backgrounds are more disruptive than useful. 
Keep the background clear and clean for the best shots. 

Finally, pay attention to the comfort level of your animal and refrain from putting 
him or her in situations that are uncomfortable. This will keep everyone safe and happy 
and result in some great memorabilia. 

About ARKlady: Diana L Guerrero (aka ARKlady) lives on the Central Coast of 
California by the sea. An author, animal whisperer and wildlife interpreter, her first 
word was “fish.” Known locally as “DGinPG,” she is a friend of the furred, feathered 
and finned. With a goal of enriching the lives of animals (both wild and tame) and 
empowering the humans that love them, she shares a lifetime of professional experience 
and specialty training with animal lovers--who are not only passionate about animals 
but that want to make a difference in their lives and in the world in which they live.

Questions? Call (831) 291-3355 | Email Ask@TheArkLady.com | Visit ARKlady.com 
Questions should be community-centric and nature or animal oriented. Personal pet 
behavior issues are best tackled in a virtual or in-person behavior consultation. Need 
help? Book a consultation here =>https://arklady.as.me/virtual-consultation

Poetry
Rudolph Tenenbaum
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Local  Real Estate Update

Patrick Ryan

Random Market Thoughts Monterey County Association
of Realtors

Market Matters

505 CENTRAL AVE STE 201 • PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950
(831) 777-4821

FLOAT THERAPY
MASSAGE & 
WELLNESS

CRANIOSACRAL

Come Experience our
Secrets of Relaxation

Fewer Americans are flipping 
homes — and that’s a bad sign 
for the housing market
Source: Market Watch
Fox Searchlight/Courtesy Everett Collection

Fewer Americans are buying and fixing up homes in the hopes of selling them for 
a profit. While TV shows like “Fixer Upper” and “Flip or Flop” rule HGTV’s airwaves, 
few Americans are actually getting in on the home-flipping act these days. In total, 
45,901 single-family homes and condos were flipped during the third quarter of 2018, 
a 12 percent decrease from a year ago, according to a new report released Thursday 
by real-estate data firm Attom Data Solutions. 

That is the lowest number of homes flipped in a quarter since the first quarter of 2015. 
Home flips represented 5 percent of all home sales recorded in the third quarter, 
which is the lowest level since 2016. 

“Home flipping acts as a canary in the coal mine for a cooling housing market because 
the high velocity of transactions provides home flippers with some of the best and 
most real-time data on how the market is trending,” said Daren Blomquist, senior 
vice president at ATTOM Data Solutions. “We’ve now seen three consecutive 
quarters with year-over-year decreases in home flips.”

The last time the housing market saw home-flipping activity peter out in this manner 
was in 2014, following the mortgage rate hikes in the second half of 2013. During 
the last housing crash, there were 11 consecutive quarters featuring declines in home 
flips between 2006 and 2008.

Although mortgage rates have decreased in recent weeks—providing buyers with 
some relief—experts remain concerned that the housing market could be entering 
a tumultuous phase. Inventory remains tight nationwide, which is keeping prices 
elevated and making it harder for buyers to find somewhere to live.

In some parts of the country, decreased demand on the part of home buyers has caused 
home price growth to slow dramatically, which could be an indication of falling prices 
down the pike. The potential for a recession in the years ahead further complicates 
the outlook for the housing market.

One major contributing factor driving the latest slowdown is the declining return on 
investment for home flippers. The average gross flipping profit in third quarter was 
$63,000, or 42.6 percent ROI, representing the lowest return since 2012. Moreover, a 
third of home flips sold for between $100,000 and $200,000 — and those properties 
on average generated only a 39 percent gross return.

Home-flipping activity also isn’t benefiting buyers like it once did. Only 12.7 percent 
of homes flipped in the third quarter were sold to buyers who had Federal Housing 
Administration-backed loans, many of whom were likely first-time home buyers. 
Once again, that figure represented a 10-year low.

I would like to take a moment and just observe the Pacific Grove residential 
real estate market as of today and give my thoughts about where it may be headed in 
the next year.  There is always risk with prognosticating, especially with real estate 
and the stock market.  However, basing one’s predictions on market knowledge can 
help one get closer to the proverbial bullseye.

As of this morning, in Pacific Grove, there are 40 active listings, 10 homes 
in contingent status, and 2 homes in pending status.  Contingent status means that 
the buyers still have not released their contingencies such as physical inspections, 
appraisal and loan contingency.  Pending status means that they have removed all 
contingencies, increased their deposit(possibly) and are just waiting to close.

The most expensive home for sale in Pacific Grove right this moment is 
$2.59 million on Oceanview that has been on the market for 151 days.  The least 
expensive home on the market is $528,000 on Benito and has been on the market 
for 27 days.  The average days on market for active listings is 84 days which is quite 
an increase from what has been normal.  However, as always let’s look deeper into 
the numbers.  There are three homes that have been on the market for over 300 days 
and they skew the average days on market upward.  Take those three homes out and 
the average days on market for active listings is 63 days.

There is a sense or feeling in the air that the market is starting to slow down.  
People have seen the prices go up and up over the past 6 years and realize that they 
can’t go up forever.  If you read the national news, the real estate market in many 
areas has taken a turn and slowed down, Las Vegas is just the latest example.  Take 
care not to compare our market to areas like Las Vegas.  Remember where our 
buyers are coming from, the Bay Area and the Central Valley.  While the Central 
Valley remains its normal self, the Bay Area continues to be very busy.

One of my listings in Pacific Grove went into contract in less than a month 
with a Palo Alto buyer whose home sold for over $3 million in one week.  That 
money is still a driving force down here.  So, my prognosis, continued, if slowed 
price appreciation in the New Year.  We will not really slow down until the Bay 
Area slows down.  I feel that the inventory should remain above 35 homes for sale 
in Pacific Grove, however, February always seems to be marked by low inventory.  
For sellers, price your home right and it will sell.  For buyers, make sure you have a 
good agent doing the negotiation for you and you can find a home that you like.

Okay, on January 5 join us at the parking lot at Lover’s Point, the big one, at 
7:45am for our first Fun, Run/Walk and Real Estate.  My wife and I started running 
again this year and realized how much better it makes us feel and it got us to 
thinking.  We love our community here and thought let’s get others to start the New 
Year right by exercising their body and mind.  We will be meeting every Saturday 
morning at 7:45am to go for a run/walk.   The first 15 minutes will be devoted to 
providing answers to any questions about the local real estate market and we will 
have handouts, snacks, beverages, and free running shirts for the first 20 people.  We 
are doing this with Jeff McMullen of Kal Financial, a mortgage broker, so you can 
ask lending/loan questions as well.  We want to make this fun, educational, and start 
the New Year by getting in shape.  Please join us…

Patrick.ryan@sothebyshomes.com Broker Associate 831-238-8116
www.pebblebeachabodes.com

Webster Slate
The Gray Eminence

Cop Log
PEOPLE IN PACIFIC GROVE CALL OUT TO THE CAR KEY FORCE

Grand theft. Money and labor / \ Junipero Ave. - The subject reported his vehicle 
keys were stolen.
It is worth noting that our PGPD, referred to this reporting party as a subject.
Speaking of and as; as someone that is: personally in charge of more than one 
hundred Motor- Cycles for Jameson’s Classic Motorcycle museum here in 
PG, and their keys. I call bullsh&t. As Neil Jameson will tell you, I don’t call 
him;when I lose keys. In my daily life, I never have lost my car keys so bad; 
that it became a: Police matter.  What Happens when this “Subject” loses their 
glasses?  The whole, grand theft-Money and labor / \ Junipero Ave. - The subject 
reported his vehicle keys were stolen thing, is so trite I now pontificate that: 
this “subject” stop everything to work on: their own “problem solving Skills.”                                                                                                                                         
#truth
               Call the EGG FORCE      #over easy
Information in car egging\ Asilomar Ave. - The subject reported suspicious 
circumstances.
Sounds like the subject can’t take a yoke. He’s probably fried. A shell of a man. 
Maybe the EGG FORCE will grill him, then the Egg tosser; will be toast. What a 
scrambled  web I weave.   
             Call the Moron force
Case unfounded. -  The reporting party reported their laptop missing from their 
residence. It was found later.
I can’t help to wonder where the lap top was found. I’ll guess when the reporting 
party had to actually, leave the sofa, the lap top was spotted underneath an old pizza 

CONTINUES on page 13
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When I was a child one 
of my favorite authors was 
Charles Kingsley who wrote 
(among many books) “Water 
Babies.” As I grew older 
my mother would quote 
when I had been sarcastic to 
someone, or they to me...

“ Be good, sweet maid, and 
let who will be clever.”

The poem went on to 
read....

“Do noble things, not 
dream them, all day long:

And so, make life, death, and that vast forever
  One grand, sweet song.” 

Unfortunately, one of my least desirable traits was sarcasm and I was hauled on 
the carpet for this tendency by teachers who pointed out how hurtful it can be. As I 
aged I seemed to lose that habit, but I see it in others. I try, with moderate success, 
to be thoughtful of others, to put myself in their shoes. It is much easier to be 
considerate, than self-centered, I must confess that it isn’t always easy, but I find it 
easier to accommodate the needs of others than insist on mine.

I have been increasingly appalled by the opinions of those who feel they are 
politically correct. Now they have taken after poor Rudolph and Santa Claus…
it has been “wrong” to say Merry Christmas for years and the Nativity Scene has 
been banned from many venues.  Poor Mrs. Trump has been castigated for her red 
Christmas trees.  I wouldn’t use them, but it is her taste and her right.  I am doing 
little decorating this year…we are going nowhere, not entertaining and for a time I 
considered doing nothing.  Then I thought, it may be just the two of us (and Annie 
and Toby) but we deserve Christmas cheer and my little tree is RED…berries to be 
sure, but red

I have been a Sunday comic paper reader since I was a child. Many of you of my 
generation might remember Uncle Don.. Debuting September 1928, it was the most 
popular children's show of that era due to the powerful 50,000 watt range of New 
York's WOR station. Carney sang, played the piano, told stories and introduced 
a variety of features: the "Earnest Savers Club" which encouraged setting up 
accounts at the Greenwich Savings Bank; a "Healthy Child Contest"; a "Talent 
Quest" that provided screen tests for winners. Each program began with Uncle Don 
arriving in the imaginary autogiro he called his "puddle-jumper." His opening song 
was widely known:

Hello nephews, nieces too,
Mothers and daddies, how are you?
This is Uncle Don all set to go,
With a meeting on the ra-di-o!
We'll start off with a little song
To learn the words will not take long;
For they're as easy as easy can be,
So come on now and sing with me:
Hibbidy-Gits has-ha ring boree,
Sibonia Skividy, hi-lo-dee!
Honi-ko-doke with an ali-ka-zon,
Sing this song with your Uncle Don!
For decades, a widespread rumor claimed that one night Uncle Don had 

inadvertently spoken into an open microphone, saying "There! That ought to hold 
the little bastards." However, this has been debunked as untrue. The rumor was 
later resurrected in the 1950s, when an audio recording of the mistake turned up 
on a Kermit Schaefer Bloopers album, though this was later shown to be a fake 
recreation. (Some sources, such as John Dunning's Encyclopedia of Old-Time 
Radio, claim that Carney always denied the rumors; others say that he admitted 
the gaffe to friends, even though he knew it never happened.) Ultimately, this 
became attributed to later children's shows as well.  I remember hearing about this, 
probably from my mother…I confess I didn’t know what a bastard was until I was 
in my teens…believe it or not…I am of that generation.

Today there was a touching strip in Pearls Before Swine by Stephen Pastis.  It was 
really autobiographical about the loss of his dog, Edee, to cancer.  Very touching, 
and the last frame was tear evoking “So, run, Edee run, to that beautiful field where 
you always receive the love and affection you gave”…those of us who love animals 
know what it is to suffer the loss…I have a friend going through it right now.  

In the same issue was an article by Carl Nolte, Native Son, who wrote about the 
tendency these days to destroy or eliminate monuments, change names or make 
many changes based on the “political correctness.”  The millennials, Generation X 
and even some baby boomers, (I am not up on all of the generational terminology) 
want to destroy history because someone might be offended.  Hey, everyone, it is 
history, right or wrong it is what happened.  Since so much is being removed from 
the schools our young people will never know what occurred in the past…perhaps 
some feel that is just as well…I am devoted to Ken Burns and hope he doesn’t 
jump on the band wagon.  There is a movement by some in San Francisco to 
change names…Washington and Polk Streets (slave holders), Berkeley was named 
for Bishop George Berkeley, a famous philosopher, who was also a slave owner.  
Stanford University is changing the name of Serra House, a campus residence, 
named for Junipero Serra, chief architect of the California Mission system. Viewed 
as an organization that enslaved Indians.  We won’t go into Leland Stanford who 
signed bills to fund military expeditions against Indians.  I won’t go on…read his 
column which ended “I vote for leaving things alone. We cannot escape history”…I 
am with you Carl..

Jane Roland – 649-0657 or gcr770@aol.com

Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

Marty Dunn
Rovin’ in the Grove

BOOK ‘EM!

Legal Notices
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20181460
The following person is doing business as PHYSIO 
THRIVE, 716 Lighthouse Ave Ste G, Pacific Grove 
Ca., 93950: JENNIFER MICHELLE WILSON, 716 
Lighthouse Ave Ste G, Pacific Grove, Ca. 93950. 
This statement was filed with the Clerk of Monterey 
County on 12/7/18. Registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business name 
or name(s) listed above on 12/7/18. Signed: Jennifer 
Michelle Wilson. Publication dates: 12/14, 12/21, 
12/28, 1/4

We are adjudicated to handle 
your legal publication needs 

Write us at
editor@cedarstreettimes.com

or
by Snail Mail at:
306 Grand Ave.

Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Be a Good Sweet Maid

The first ‘official’ act I did as a brand-new Pagrovian back in May was to get a 
library card. Apparently that is a popular choice around here—read on. 
 Pacific Grove Public Library opens its doors to an average of 500 patrons a day,six 
days a week. That’s a lot of business for our original Carnegie Library, established 
way back in 1908.
 I think it’s fair to say that so much good happens inside that building. Programsand 
services provide all manner of support and information for all ages in ourcommunity. 
For the very young, there are weekly story hours and activities toenjoy—plus oh 
so many books to carry home for enjoyment there! The summerreading program 
challenges young people to expand their horizons in a goal-oriented way, inspiring 
the love of learning.Then there’s the monthly Lego My Library night for children a 
bit older who are interested in building uniquecreations among their peers.
 Tucked into a corner is the alcove for teens and ‘tweens,’ replete with snazzyneon 
lighting on the wall and comfy seating. There’s the puzzle table, always setwith a 
challenging new jigsaw for all ages to enjoy. Private tables are nestledhere and there, 
and the rotunda hosts a light-filled reading room where so manyenjoy not only books 
but a variety of newspapers and magazines. 
 The computers provide countless hours of opportunities for patrons to do 
onlineresearch or writing; printers and copiers are part of the scene as well—kind 
of one-stop shopping! Library staff field technology questions, as well as support 
clients’ queries via the reference and circulation desks.
 Add to this bounty of offerings the speaker series sprinkled throughout the year, 
where patrons are invited to listen and learn from authors from various disciplines. 
The variety of presenters ensures there is something for everyone.
 Oh—and did I mention there are books (and videos) to check out? Thousands 
of them—8000-10,000 a month, in fact, go through the doors of our 110-year old 
library. That’s a lot of information/entertainment/brain food circulating throughout 
our little community.
 It’s also a lot of wear-and-tear on the facility. The Library Advisory Board--a 
group of  edicated, city-appointed volunteers who understand very clearly the role 
a good library lays in the life of a town—has been wrestling with this concern for a 
long while now. For all its success, the library needs—really needs—upgrading and 
refurbishment. But how?
 Voilà! The Pacific Grove Public Library Renewal Project is on tap to bring the 
PGPL into a new age. This plan, a joint effort between the board, the Friends of 
the Library, the Library Foundation and the city, has evolved from years of careful 
planning, polling of patrons, and a lot of dreams. To that end, final construction 
documents are in preparation, work is anticipated to begin in mid-2019, and the 
refreshed and updated facility expects to re-open in early-to-mid 2020. (During 
construction, library services will be re-routed into local venues; stay tuned for more 
information on that coming soon.)
 Aha!—and now for the punchline: this project costs money. Impressively, all but 
$22,000 of the budgeted $2.5M has been raised, so we’re in the home stretch.
Optimism is high that individuals who value the anchor that this library is in our 
community will contribute this last portion. If you are reading this, consider that 
YOU can be part of finalizing this amazing plan, and now is the time!
 Any donation you care to make stays local and is fully tax-deductible— just in 
time to take advantage of year-end giving. Let’s close the chapter on this last bit of 
funding and await great things from our enhanced Pacific Grove Public Library!

Note: contribute online at www.pglibraryfriends.org or send your check, made out to 
the Pacific Grove Public Library Foundation, to Box 2025,
Pacific Grove 93950. You may also drop off donations at the library.

Holiday Pops Concert
 Last Saturday afternoon, the Pacific Grove Performing Arts Center 
was brimming with good cheer and great music. The Pacific Grove Pops 
Orchestra, under the batons of Barbara Priest, conductor, and Scott Seward, 
assistant conductor, presented a joyful concert of seven pieces, from ancient 
to contemporary. Especially riveting was Aaron Copland’s “Lincoln Portrait” 
in which the orchestra was joined by a narrator reading some of Lincoln’s 
profound words.
 The PG Pops is a non-profit community orchestra founded six 
years ago to engage student musicians of all ages through advanced 
study and performance. Funding is primarily from the generous Pops 
Patrons. Interested in joining their ranks as either a patron or player or 
volunteer—or all three? Learn more about the possibilities at their website: 
pgpopsorchestra.com
 The next two performances will be on Saturday, 23 March, and Saturday, 
1 June, both at 2 PM and both at the PGPAC. Mark your new 2019 calendars 
now, and plan to spend a delightful musical hour in support of this wonderful 
orchestra!



December 14, 2018 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 15

Welcome 
to the 
family,
Sandra!

Sandra Stella may be new to us, 
but she’s no stranger to the 
Monterey community. With nearly 

20 years of compassionately caring for families, she is 
ready to guide you at your time of need or help you 
preplan for the future. Sandra and her team are here to 
help 24 hours a day – 365 days a year.

Sandra Stella, 
General Manager

1915 Ord Grove Ave. 
Seaside, CA 93955

831-394-1481
SeasideFunerals.com

450 Camino El Estero 
Monterey, CA 93940

831-375-4129
MissionMortuary.com

FD1451

FD814

Webster Slate
The Gray Eminence

Cop Log

Previous editions of Cedar 
Street Times 

can be found at
www.cedarstreettimes.com

Back issues are located under 
the tab “Past Issues”

box filled with empty bags of Cheetos; next to a bong that is precariously perched 
on multiple empty bottles of Yoo-hoo.
 
              Call the ALARM CARD FORCE
Lighthouse Ave. -  I was dispatched to burglary alarm at 5_ _ Lighthouse Avenue, 
pacific grove. Building was secure, later advised by dispatch that alarm company 
called with proper codes. The alarm was not registered, alarm card left.
 
           TAB FORCE Special ops. Tab Hunter hunts tabs for TAB FORCE!
 Ocean View Blvd. - A vehicle was cited for displaying a false tab.
 
          Alarm Card Force to the Rescue!
Sage Court. -  I responded to the above location for a burglary alarm. The 
homeowner was walking dog and stated that he had forgotten he set the alarm, 
the night before. I advised that he had not provided the proper code to the alarm 
company and he said he would contact them. The homeowner was advised about 
registering his alarm with PGPD.

          Dude called the SURF FORCE
Grand theft \ lobos Ave. - Unknown suspect(s) took the victims surf board from the 
backyard of his residence.
 
        Can you hear me now? I’d like to speak with the CELLPHONE BILL 
FORCE
Arkwright Court. -  There was a dispute over a cellphone bill.

My friend Larry G, too often leaves his garage door open. Larry; let this be a 
lesson to you.
Ruth Court. -  There was a burglary of tools from inside an open garage.

                And that’s the tanks I get
Light House Ave. - I responded to the above location for an abandoned scuba tank.  
The scuba tank was left along the side of the road, and appeared fairly old. The 
oxygen tank was taken and booked into the PG storage facility.

CONTINUED from page 13
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John O’Brien

Aging in the Grove Energy Medicine and Massage
Presented by

Gail Robbins RN, Health 
Care Coordinator, Energy Practitioner, 

Volunteer with Hospice of the Central Coast

Tuesday, December 18, 2:00-3:30 pm
The Park Lane Vista Lounge

200 Glenwood Circle, Monterey

Health & Vitality 
Speaker Series OPENTO THEPUBLIC

Community Education for Aging Adults, Family Caregivers and the Professionals who serve them
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Therapeutic touch can offer comfort and 
relief when nothing else seems to help.  In this 
presentation learn:
• Types of therapy available
• How to find someone to provide therapy
• How to help yourself and others with 

therapeutic touch and meditation

H
C

O
 2

75
29

43
22

Where do you turn when traditional Western medicine isn’t providing everything you 
need?  Studies reveal a high prevalence of chronic pain among the elderly, and anxiety 
frequently accompanies this pain which can make chronic pain debilitating.  According 
to the National Institutes of Health, the hormone oxytocin increases when people are 
physically touched.  The production of oxytocin is known to lower stress, leading to lower 
blood pressure, increased positive mood and decrease in sensation of pain.
No matter how old we are, the power of positive touch can have a profound impact on 
our lives.  Seniors who live alone may go for many months and not receive the simple 
act of touch.  Even professional massages, which are not meant to convey affection, can 
help release muscle tension, increase bold flow, and ease pain.  There are many forms 
of therapeutic massage.  Some forms, like Reiki, are focused on energy work and do not 
even require laying hands on a person’s body for them to feel the positive effects.  
Gail Robbins, RN, Health Care Coordinator, Energy Practitioner and Volunteer with 
Hospice of the Central Coast is joining us for Health & Vitality to present “Energy 
Medicine and Massage”.  In this presentation you will learn about the types of therapy 
available, how to find a professional to provide therapy, and how to help yourself and 
others with therapeutic touch and meditation.
Health & Vitality is sponsored by Central Coast Senior Services, Inc., Visiting Nurse 
Association and Hospice, and The Park Lane presented at The Park Lane Vista Room, 
200 Glenwood Circle, Monterey, Tuesday, December 18 from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm.   
Refreshments are provided!  We hope to see you there.

Energy Medicine & Pain Relief

Previous editions of Cedar Street Times 
can be found at 

www.cedarstreettimes.com
Back issues are located under the tab 

“Past Issues”



December 14, 2018 • CEDAR STREET Times •  Page 17

CEDAR STREET SUMMIT—Part 20
The shortest presidential soliloquy in American history

Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

STAR OF WONDER 
Our minds are like candles,
with bodies as flags enfolding 
our souls.
Our thoughts are like star-
lets,
Some clear and others 
blurred,
Set on stripes that are wishes.
Do you wish to fly high 
but droop at half staff?
Do not despair. 
The Star is still there!
Remember? Yes, that star:
Star of Wonder. Star of 
Night,
Star of Royal Beauty bright,
Westward leading, still pro-
ceeding,
guides you to true Human 
Rights.
 
Collage and poem by Wan-
da Sue Parrott from photos 
courtesy of Clip Art.

Defining “human rights” isn’t easy. 
If it were simple, honoring those rights should be a 

civil as well as legal cinch.
Not so, however, as proven by in last Monday’s live 

episode of the hypothetical National Political Theatrics’ 
presentation of “The Battle over the $5 Billion Wall.”

Stars were President Donald J. Trump (R), protago-
nist who shot off his mouth.

Antagonists were House Minority Leader Nancy Pe-
losi (D), and Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D), 
who controlled their mouths by opposing the funding of 
a border wall they feel will not solve immigration issues.

And, playing the chief executive’s silent sidekick, 
was Vice President Mike Pence (R), who made no com-
ment during the outburst that lasted about as long as a 
string of TV commercials.

After Schumer stated a border wall will not work, 
the President argued with fiery rebuttal,“It TOTALLY 
solves the problem!”

Out west near Tijuana
Meanwhile, on the west coast, 300 faith leaders and 

other advocates for a more-humane border policy, from 
all across the country, congregated on Sunday at the US 

side of the beach near Tijuana.
They were kicking off a week-long nationwide “Love 

Knows No Border” protest against inhumane treatment of 
thousands of migrants seeking asylum in the US. 

The Quaker event, sponsored by the American 
Friends Service Committee, sponsored the moral call 
for migrant justice to start on  Sunday, Dec. 10, Human 
Rights Day, and continue through Dec. 18, International 
Migrants Day.

Proud to shut down
While peaceful resolutions to the immigration issues 

were in discussion in California, Trump got so riled up 
in Washington that he spat, “I am proud to shut down the 
government for border security!” 

Then he followed it with the shot from his lip that 
was heard around the world as he delivered the shortest 
presidential soliloquy in history:

“If Democrats don’t come through with funding for 
the wall, I will have the military do it!”

The chief executive who threatened “If I don’t get ap-
proval to build the wall, I will shut down the government!” 
seemed pleased with the session and even commented that 
it was a good meeting.

Whether historical critics rate this episode as a trag-

edy, drama or comedy remains to be seen.
All I know is that Shakespeare, master 

playwright of political themes, could make this 
scene into a comedy—except for one sad truth: 
thousands of people are currently suffering 
during this humanitarian standoff that’s become 
a crisis at the border. 

Crisis at the border
The people seeking sanctuary have no 

homes to go to for the holidays. They’re virtually 
homeless. 

For information about the Love Knows No 
Border organization, and what you might be able 
to do to help, visit http://migrantjustice.afsc.org/

These events coincide with my plan to wrap 
up this Cedar Street Summit series by the end 
of the year.

This week’s column reflects Article 29 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations 
on Dec. 10, 1948.

How successful have efforts been to improve 
human conditions everywhere since the Decla-
ration was adopted 70 years ago?

Think about it and the homeless crisis here 
in Monterey County. Shelters are needed now!

Article 29, “Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights”:

 1. Everyone has duties to the community in 
which alone the free and full development of his 
personality is possible.

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, 
everyone shall be subject only to such limita-

tions as are determined by law solely for the purpose of 
securing due recognition and respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements 
of morality, public order and the general welfare ion a 
democratic society.

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be 
exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations.

Last Sunday, more than 100 faith leaders from all 
over the country were expected to take part in the non-
violent direct action at the US-Mexico border in San 
Diego, California. 

Instead, the event that kicked off a week of actions 
in communities across the country, drew more than 300 
participants who demanded an end to border militarization 
and called for humane immigration policies that respect 
the rights and dignity of all people. 

Within the first 24 hours of the event, 32 participants 
had been arrested. No shots were fired.

“Let us give (migrants) the resources they need,” Rev. 
Pamela Anderson said, adding these words that might 
have carried more weight with the President if the Vice 
President had said them:

“We don’t need military. We need judges.”

 
The Mattress Recycling Council’s (MRC) Bye Bye 

Mattress Program (Program) announced today it has 
recycled more than 3 million mattresses in California 
since its inception in 2016. The Program offers no-cost, 
environmentally friendly alternatives to Californians 
disposing of old mattresses through local collection sites, 
public events and collaborations with local retailers and 
solid waste providers.

“Reaching this milestone in less than three years 
of operation is a significant achievement,” said MRC’s 
Managing Director Mike O’Donnell. “We share the 
Program’s success with our dedicated contractors and 
participating collection sites across California. We also 
have continued support from elected officials that voted 
for this law in 2013.”

More than 80 percent of mattresses can be recycled 
and turned into new consumer and industrial products. 
For example, old mattress foam is recycled into carpet 
padding, mattress springs are sold as scrap steel, which 
is melted to make building materials and other steel 
products, and wood from box springs is chipped and used 
as landscape mulch. More about the mattress recycling 
process can be found here.

“The MRC Program is one of the most effective 
Product Stewardship Programs Butte County is associated 

with,” said Steve Rodowick, recycling coordinator with 
Butte County. “This program saves us money, manpower 
and above all, valuable landfill space.”

A recycling fee collected when consumers buy mat-
tresses and box springs in California funds the Program. 
MRC uses the fee to establish free drop-off locations and 
collection events throughout the state. Collected mat-
tresses are then transported from these sites to regional 
recyclers that dismantle and recycle mattress components. 
Consumers may take their old mattresses to more than 
230 drop-off locations and collection events throughout 
California.

The Program also recycles mattresses collected by 
retailers, hotels, universities and other sources that discard 
mattresses in large volumes.

“Our work with the Mattress Recycling Council 
fulfills our mission to provide youth in San Joaquin and 
Tuolumne counties with an opportunity to develop work 
skills and preserve California’s environment,” said Deb-
orah Phillips with the Greater Valley Conservation Corps, 
a San Joaquin Office of Education program. “In less than 
a year, Greater Valley Conservation Corps crew members 
have helped recycle more than two thousand mattresses, 
while also gaining the experience they need to move into 

green sector careers.” 
In addition to recycling, the Program works to 

prevent illegal dumping, which includes the Illegally 
Dumped Mattress Collection Initiative. By working with 
local communities, this $1 million initiative has helped 
remove more than 63,000 improperly disposed-of mat-
tresses from alleys, sidewalks and other public spaces 
throughout California since 2016.

“The Bye Bye Mattress Program exemplifies Cali-
fornia’s leadership in a sustainable and circular economy 
by creating green jobs,” said O’Donnell. “After less than 
three years, we’ve made progress toward reducing our 
environmental footprint, conserving landfill space and 
supporting California’s statewide recycling goals.”

About Mattress Recycling Council and Bye Bye 
Mattress: The Mattress Recycling Council was formed 
by the mattress industry to operate recycling programs 
(known as Bye Bye Mattress) in states that have enacted 
mattress recycling laws – California, Connecticut and 
Rhode Island. Since its inception in 2016, the program 
has recycled more than 3 million mattresses in California 
collected from a network consisting of local governments, 
solid waste facilities, nonprofit organizations and small 
and minority-owned businesses throughout the state. For 
more information, go to www.ByeByeMattress.com

Bye Bye Mattress Program Surpasses 3 Million Mattresses Recycled 
Program has diverted more than 100 million pounds of materials from landfills
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say about the heart of the matter?

PPUZZLE SOLUTION From Page 6
PUZZLE on Page 6 6

Bay Cutters
MOVED TO

227 Grand Ave., Suite 4
Pacific Grove

in the Fountain Mall

Across the street from where 
we’re currently located

831-373-6565

The whole Bible points to the fact that God wants a family to live with for all 
eternity, Eph 1:5, “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,” He is looking for volunteers, Jn 
3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoev-
er believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  He doesn’t want just 
any family; He wants a family that loves each other with the same kind of love He has 
already demonstrated to us, Jn 13:34, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.”  But, no one can 
be forced to love another person.  Love has to be freely given and therein lays the key to 
the problems we live with every day.  For a person to be able to love freely, they have to 
have the choice to either love or walk away.  So, God is not creating His family; He has 
created us and is allowing each of us the choice of loving Him, by accepting Jesus as our 
savior, thus becoming part of His family, Matt 12:50, “For whosoever shall do the will of 
my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.”  Loving 
Him means we want to keep His commandments, 1 Jn 5:3, “For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.”  And, we 
don’t feel they are oppressive, but instead, they bring us His peace and joy.

Free choice gave us the aopportunity to sin and we all have, Rom 3:23, “For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” which means we are not able to come into 
the presence of our perfect God without fearing for our lives, Ex 20:19, “And they said 
unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we 
die.”  We fear being in His presence because we feel naked in our sins, Gen 3:11, “And 
he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I com-
manded thee that thou shouldest not eat?”  We already know God is the most righteous, 
Job 4:17, “Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his 
maker?”  And, so, we need a savior to remove our sins before we can boldly go before 
our God, 1 Jn 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  This is why God showed His love for us by 
sending Jesus, our savior, to remove our sins, Rom 5:8, “But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  He didn’t wait for us 
to figure out how to remove our sins, which is impossible.  He freely offers to take them 
from any person who asks, Rom 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Only our savior can remove our sins, giving us the joy of eternity with God.  What 
do we have to do to be saved?  Nothing, except accept Jesus as our savior, Rom 10:9-
10, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  So, 
the heart of the matter seems to begin with our decision.  We have to confess we have 
accepted Jesus as our savior.  Why is this confession part of the process of receiving 
salvation?  Our confession becomes a rather important decision point, one that brings 
home the seriousness of the decision we are about to make.  This is the moment we are 
no longer willing to accept a lukewarm relationship with God because we know being 
lukewarm will not lead us to His family, Rev 3:16, “So then because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.”  Our confession means we 
want to know what God wills for our lives and we want that for our lives.  If we’re going 
to have a good relationship with our spouse, we need to talk to them, ask them questions, 
really care about what they say they like and dislike.  Then, we need to demonstrate our 
love by responding to what we have learned.  Our relationship with God is no different.  
His Word is filled with the answers to these two fundamental questions; what does God 
like and what does God dislike.

God wants humble people, who love Him, as He has loved us, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love 
him, because he first loved us.”  People who willingly choose to ponder the path they are 

walking.  People who think about their lives and then respond by removing the things 
they know He dislikes, Prov 4:26-27, “Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be 
established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.”  God 
wants us to walk away from evil.  When we wander, He wants us to feel something is 
wrong, and He wants us to correct it; this feeling of guilt is brought to us by the con-
science He placed within us.

Our confession serves to light the fire within us and this fire makes others curious, 
leading some to read His Word and learn about the promise of an eternal life through 
Jesus, Jn 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me.”  This illumination brings new life to the Old Testament, 
as we begin to see Jesus in every book.  The once harsh and demanding words, which 
pummeled us as we tried to understand them, soften as we see the light of His testimony 
hidden in plain sight for all who are willing to see it, Matt 13:16-17, “But blessed are 
your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you, That many 
prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not 
seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.”  Jesus is 
telling us how much the prophets would have loved seeing Jesus, as those who watched 
Him teach.  We can’t look Him in the eye today, however, He left us His Words, and we 
will be without excuse if we choose to ignore their value, 2 Tim 3:16-17, “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.”

All controversy regarding Christianity is vanity.  These controversies are nothing 
more than our trying to prove we are smarter, smarter than other people, and ultimately, 
smarter than God.  The true spirit of worship allows that none of us are perfect and none 
of us has complete knowledge of the mystery of Christ.  So, when we have differing 
opinions on any topic in the Bible, we need to be willing to reason, first with God and 
then with each other.  Reasoning means we genuinely want to find the truth, not prove 
we already know it.  All reasoning needs to be done in a spirit of love, demonstrating our 
humble search for God’s truth.

The heart of the matter proves we have a choice.  We are not slaves.  God is love, 
1 Jn 4:8, “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” and He wants us all to 
love each other.  Do we really need someone to tell us it is wrong to bully people, to steal 
from people, to make fun of people, to harm people?  God wants one family, not people 
trying to divide themselves into groups to make themselves somehow special.  We are 
all special in God’s eyes.  It is amazing to see this world through God’s eyes; as He sees 
His children abusing others, while our God sheds a tear for both, Jn 11:35, “Jesus wept.”  
From the viewpoint of eternity, it is hard to know who is being harmed more, the abused 
or the abuser.  Once we make the decision to love God, we can no longer abuse anyone.  
All we want to do is love everyone, the way our savior demonstrated His love for us, Lk 
23:34, “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they 
parted his raiment, and cast lots.”  He did this while nearing death on the cross.  Once we 
understand this, we can begin to forgive and love the way Jesus does.  Jesus is the heart 
of the matter!

If you have comments about the blog you just read, want to express an opposing 
opinion, have suggestions for future topics, and/or want me to email you the blog weekly, 
just email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.
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WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE
Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)

Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm
www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

T he Fine s t  Gour me t  P izza

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the Year Award

Must present current coupon to get discount. 
Not combinable with other offers

EXPIRES 1-7-19

A Celebration of Life: With BBQ’d Oysters. Yes.

“What will survive of us is love.”  –Philip Larkin 

Hello from Mill Valley, a small town in Marin County, just north of the Golden Gate 
Bridge. I came up for my California grandma’s Celebration of Life; she passed away 
in October. She had a great run on this world and loved to party. So naturally a huge 
party was the best way to celebrate her. Her daughter—my aunt—arranged for 20 lbs. 
of See’s chocolate arranged on beautiful platters and spread all over her house, over 
40 bottles of sparkling wine, the mixings for vodka tonic—her drink of choice along 
with sparkling wine, and the party was also catered so people could have some food 
alongside their drinks. There were over 200 people present and I guess that is the love 
that survived Marlene as the epigraph above says. 

 One father and son pair made BBQ’d oysters. It’s their family’s tradition and it 
was a perfectly wonderful way to honor Marlene. I hovered around the BBQ—having 
never BBQ’d oysters I wanted to learn how. They explained. You put the oysters on 
the hot grill unopened. As they heat they will begin to pop open slightly. That’s when 
you use the oyster shucker to open them entirely. The oyster has a deep bowl looking 
shell and a flat one. It is growing a “foot” onto the flat shell and you want to slice that 
off (oyster meat off flat shell) and put it in the bowl-like shell. At this point you add a 
dollop of BBQ sauce or garlic butter and let it grill a few more minutes until it’s ready 
to eat. I noticed the guys were adding vodka. 

 When events like this happen in our life it’s important to allow ourselves time to 
explore what we’re feeling. Losing a person we love—while it is not easy—is bound 
to happen. Everybody deals with grief differently and I’m no psychology expert but 
I’ll share my two cents. Of course, I cried and on occasion find myself brushing my 
teeth and thinking of a great story I want to tell Marlene only to realize I can’t pick up 
the phone and call her. Alfred Lord Tennyson said “‘Tis better to have loved and lost 
than never to have oved loved at all.” And I wholeheartedly embody that. This is what 
I get for loving someone and how beautiful and amazing is that?

 I leave you with the ending of the poem “In Blackwater Woods” by Mary Oliver:

To live in this world 
you must be able to do three things: 
to love what is mortal; 
to hold it against your bones knowing 
your own life depends on it; 
and, when the time comes to let it go, 
to let it go.

 So love. Love people and spend time with them. Tell them you love them and shower 
them with gifts, even if it’s just a flower you pick on the side of the road, like my mom 
says. And when it’s time to let go, know to let go because what survives the mortal body 
is love. 

 Now go call up someone you love—your friend, neighbor, etc. and make them some 
BBQ sauce for your favorite meat…even oysters!

Sally Baho
Post Cards from the Kitchen
Mill Valley, California

Vodka BBQ Sauce 

1 tbsp ground cumin
2 tbsp vegetable oil
1 tsp fresh ginger, peeled and grated
1 garlic clove, pressed
1 1/4 c. ketchup
1/4 c. soy sauce
2 tbsp sugar
1/2 c. vodka 

Toast cumin in small skillet over medium heat until it turns dark in color and begins 
to smoke, about 2 minutes. Set aside.

 Heat the oil in a small saucepan over medium-low heat. Add ginger and garlic; 
sauté until very fragrant, 3-4 minutes. Add the remaining ingredients (ketchup, 
soy sauce, sugar, and toasted cumin) and bring to a boil, whisking gently to blend. 
Reduce heat to very low, add the vodka,  and simmer for about a minute, whisking 
constantly and carefully.
 
 This BBQ sauce can be served on BBQ’d oysters or roasted vegetables, your 
favorite cut of meat, etc. Enjoy! 
I always love hearing feedback so feel free to write me at SallyBaho@gmail.com 
or visit my website at www.SallyBaho.com to read more about my adventures and 
thoughts.

Physio Thrive is a mobile physical therapy and wellness clinic that focuses 
on high quality care, with a full hour of one-to-one time dedicated to 

each client. Home visits or gym-based visits are provided for clients who 
are more comfortable being treated in their home or gym, or for clients 
who have a difficult time accessing a traditional physical therapy clinic 

due to mobility limitations. Physio Thrive also offers a wellness program 
for Medicare recipients who desire to maintain strength, flexibility, and 

decrease their risk for falls. 

Phone: 831-747-4040 | Website: www.physio-thrive.com

RLS 
Rhea Cosand -- 13 points 
Gaby Perez -- 8 points
Stephanie Dalhamer -- 6 points
Kailey Clymo -- 6 points
Kiren Kanazawa -- 9 boards

MVC
#21 -- 18 points
#23 -- 9 points 
#22 -- 14 points

Stevenson
Sports
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Monterey
Updated Home in Sunny Monterey!    |   225 Edinburgh Avenue 
225EDINBURGH.COM

 Off ered at $659,000

Jeannie Fromm
Jeannie.Fromm @sothebyshomes.com  |  831.277.3371 

 OPEN SUNDAY 11-2 

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages
Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Paci� c Grove | onlywithus.com
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
Real estate agents affi  liated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. SIR DRE License Number: 899496

DRE License Numbers for All Featured Agents:  Maureen Mason: 00977430 |     John Hankard: 1733114 |  Joe Smith: 01335794 | Deane Ramoni 01265751  |  Jeannie Fromm: 01348162  | Bill Bluhm: 01075634 | Linday Guy 00875231

Carmel
 3248 Camino Del Monte 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210681 

 Off ered at  $2,150,000 

 Maureen Mason 
 Maureen.Mason@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.901.5575 

 Pacifi c Grove 
 The Hart Mansion  |  649 Lighthouse Avenue 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210664 

 Off ered at  $2,000,000 

 Bill Bluhm 
 Bill.Bluhm@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.277.2782 

Pacifi c Grove
Wake up to the Sounds of Waves   |  39 Coral Street 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210720 

 Off ered at  $1,899,000  

 Maureen Mason 
 Maureen.Mason@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.901.5575 

Carmel Valley
Stunning Farm-Style Home   | 929 W. Carmel Valley Road
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475543 

 Off ered at $1,879,000

Courtney Stanley
Courtney.Stanley @sothebyshomes.com  |  831.293.3030 

Carmel Valley
Sought-after Village Condo   | 114 White Oaks Lane
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0501634 

 Off ered at $925,000

Courtney Stanley
Courtney.Stanley @sothebyshomes.com  |  831.293.3030 

 Monterey/Salinas  Highway
 115 Laureles Grade Road   
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/0475355 

 Off ered at  $865,000 

 John Hankard 
 John.Hankard@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.601.9071 

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Art of Living
sothebyshomes.com/monterey

Monterey Peninsula Brokerages
Carmel-by-the-Sea | Carmel Rancho | Carmel Valley | Paci� c Grove | onlywithus.com

Monterey
Ocean and White Water Views   |  26 Skyline Crest 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210635 

 Off ered at $829,500

 Joe Smith 
 Joe.Smith@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.238.1984 

OPEN SATURDAY 1-3

Monterey
 Light and Bright  |  300 Glenwood Circle #253 
 SOTHEBYSHOMES.COM/1210697 

 Off ered at  $397,000 

 Maureen Mason 
 Maureen.Mason@sothebyshomes.com  |  831.901.5575 

OPEN SATURDAY 1-3


