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Wednesday, January 2
2:30pm-4:00pm

The Carmel Foundation’s 
Diment Hall Free presentation
Local Real Estate - Community 

Impact
Space is limited to 100

•
Thursday, January 3

Geneaology Society
 at 7 pm.

Family History Center
LDS Church 

1024 Noche Buena, Seaside
•

SEE CHIEF PAGE 3

City Manager Ben Harvey has announced the ap-
pointment of Chief  Jackie Gomez-Whiteley as the interim 
police chief to take the reins when Chief Any Christey 
retires on Dec. 30

Chief  Jackie Gomez-Whiteley  is a 31-year  law 
enforcement professional  serving with distinction in both 
Orange and Los Angeles County.   In 1986, she began her  
sworn  career  at the Orange Police Department where she 
served in all three divisions: Patrol, Investigations, and 
Administration.   She was the department’s first woman 
motor officer, as well as sergeant and lieutenant.   In 1989, 
Jackie was involved in an officer-involved shooting of a 
kidnap and attempted murder suspect.   Because of her 
actions, she was awarded the Medal of Valor.   

After 23 years at Orange PD, she accepted a position 
as Captain at the Cypress Police Department where she 
oversaw both divisions: Operations and Support Services.   
In 2011, she was appointed Chief of Police and the first 
woman to serve as Police Chief of a municipal agency 
in Orange County.   Under her leadership, the Cypress 
Police Department was recognized by Crime Survivors 
as the Community-Policing Organization of the Year for 
2012 and received the 2013 Community-Policing Award 
from the Orange County Human Relations Commission. 
In 2014,  Chief Gomez-Whiteley  was recognized by As-
semblywoman Sharon  Qwirk-Silva as one of the Women 
of Distinction recipients and also awarded the Spurgeon 
Award by Exploring Learning for Life of Orange County.  
She retired in 2015 and shortly thereafter, served as Interim 
Police Chief for the Alhambra Police Department.

Chief Gomez-Whiteley obtained her Master of Arts 
degree from Chapman University in Organizational 
Leadership with  a  certificate  in Public  and Non-Profit 
Leadership.   She has a Bachelor of Arts degree from 

New Interim Police Chief Announced

Interim Police Chief Jackie Gomez-Whitely

Loyola Marymount University in Psychology with a minor in Alcohol and 
Drug Studies.   In 2007, Jackie graduated from the P.O.S.T. Command College, 
where she published an article in Police and Security News Magazine titled: 
Dirty Bombs: Calculating the Threat.

Chief Gomez-Whiteley has been an adjunct instructor at various law  

By Gary Baley

After spending three weeks under 
the tutelage of retiring Pacific Grove 
Recreation Department manager Don 
Mothershead, newly hired Kyle Susic, 
took the reins of the department this 
week.

Susic, who is 30 years old, lives 
in Seaside with his wife Brittany and 
their two daughters. He formerly 
spent  five  years  as Recreation  and 
Sports Coordinator in Monterey, 
and Brittany was a teacher for the 
Monterey Peninsula School District 
but is now a full-time mom with a 
two-year-old and a newborn.

Kyle was born and raised in El 
Dorado County and was active in 
high school sports until an injury side-
lined him. He attended Sonoma State 
University and earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Communications.

The recreation department cur-
rently consists of Kyle, one perma-
nent staff member, and six part-time 
staff, but the part-time component will 
vary up to 60 annually depending on 

the needs of the season. “Soon, I’ll 
be recruiting for summer hires” he 
noted. The department manages nine 
neighborhood parks, six community 
parks, four shoreline parks, and nine 
other parks, facilities, and open-space 
areas in the city including Chautau-
qua Hall, the Monarch Sanctuary, Pt. 
Pinos Lighthouse, free-to-use tennis 
courts and Pickleball courts, and the 
Rec Club.

Kyle stated “My biggest chal-
lenge is to grow following the direc-
tives of the City Council in response 
to results of the Recreation Needs As-
sessment survey completed last fall.” 
Kyle added that his immediate chal-
lenge is to obtain recreation software 
that would allow the public to find and 
schedule recreational services online 
without visiting the department in 
person as is now the case.

Kyle’s office is located upstairs 
in  the Nodilo Building, also known 
as the Youth Center, located at 302 
16th Street—across from City Hall. 
For more information call Kyle at 
831-648-3130.

PG Welcomes New Recreation Dept Manager

Kyle Subic is the new Recreation Department
Manager
Photo By Gary Baley

Wednesday, Jan. 2
Activities at the  

Pacific Grove Library
5:00-6:30 pm

"Lego" My Library for all ages
•

Tuesday, Jan. 8
Activities at the  

Pacific Grove Library
11:00 am

Stories for PreSchool (ages 2-5)
•

Wednesday, Jan. 9
Activities at the  

Pacific Grove Library
11:00 am

Music with MaryLee (for all ages)
•

Wednesday, Jan. 9
Activities at the  

Pacific Grove Library
3:45 pm

Wacky Wednesday (ages 5 and up)
•

Thursday, Jan. 10
Activities at the  

Pacific Grove Library
11:00 am

Baby Rhyme Time (birth - 24 
months)

•

Wednesday, January 16
Gentrain Society Lecture:

 An Interview with Lady Di 
MPC Lecture Forum 103 

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 
Free; MPC Parking $3.00 
Info:  www.gentrain.org  ; 

tblumgm@gmail.com
•

Friday, January 18
Youth Arts Exhibit reception

at the John Steinbeck Library in 
Salinas at 6:30 p.m 
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Skillshots

Joan Skillman

Near Lovers Point
Data reported by John Munch at 18th St.

Week ending 12/27/18....................... 0.32”
Total for the season (since 7/1/18)........ 3.95”
Last week low temperature..................45.7 F
Last week high temperature.................64.4 F
Last year rain to date (7/1/17-12/20/17)... 1.55”

Pacific Grove’s Rain Gauge
Data reported at Canterbury Woods

As of 9 AM 12/27/18:
-This week:
rain = 52 in
        Total for the season (since 7/1/18):    3.54”

Vanessa Ramirez
Monterey Referral Agent
www.vinmonterey.com
BRE#02050046

Making connections and 
bridging realtors, buyers & 
sellers together to work in 

perfect unity.

Marty Dunn
Rovin’ in the Grove
HOLIDAY REFLECTIONS
	 As	this	2018	holiday	season	comes	to	a	close,	it	seems	fitting	to	reflect	a	bit	on	
the	many	ways	this	festive	time	is	celebrated	in	this,	my	still-new	home.	Given	the	
enthusiasm that I’ve witnessed in the Fourth of July, Feast of Lanterns, and Monarch 
Days,	it’s	no	surprise	that	December’s	decorations	opened	at	full	throttle.
	 For	starters,	the	lighted	wreaths	along	Lighthouse,	businesses’	clever	windows	
and	the	glorious	tree	in	Jewell	Park	lent	instant	zing	downtown.	The	neighborhoods	
were	lit	up,	especially	at	Candy	Cane	Lane.	I	took	several	out-oftown	visitors	
cruising	through	that	bastion	of	twinkles-and-glow,	and	we	were	all	wowed	by	the	
festive	efforts	that	residents	had	made.	There	was	even	a	giant—	I’m	talking	BIG—
nutcracker, and his arms moved! My grandies thought that was over the top.
	 Word	had	it	that	I	must	see	Asilomar’s	and	Spanish	Bay’s	‘gingerbread’	houses,	
though	they	were	not	gingerbread	this	year.	Instead,	most	all	the	various	structures	
were	of	edible	parts,	everything	from	coconut	‘snow’	to	pretzel	fenceposts	to	
molasses	cookie	stones.	Amazing	as	well	as	mouth	watering	creativity.	(Glad	I	didn’t	
see	them	on	an	empty	stomach!)	Music,	of	course,	plays	(if	you	will)	a	significant	
part	in	any	holiday	celebration,	and	that	was	certainly	the	case	‘round	these	parts.	
I felt like quite the culture vulture when, in a matter of four days, I attended three 
live	music	events.	It		began	with	the	amazing	Michael	Martinez	and	friends	jazzing	
things	up	in	a	concert	for	the	public	at	the	Center	for	Spiritual	Awakening.	Next	
afternoon	was	foot-tapping	along	to	the	seasonal	tunes	of	the	Pacific	Grove	Pops	
Orchestra	at	the	PG	Performing	Arts	Center.	Wrapped	things	up	on	Sunday	at	the	
Monterey	Conference	Center,	which	again	hosted	the	annual	Merry	Tuba	Christmas.
Bravo	to	the	big	brass!	Note:	incredibly,	all	these	concerts	were	free!
	 In	between	there	was	the	lovely	Christmas	in	the	Adobes.	Guests	strolled	through	
Monterey,	our	state’s	first	capital,	stopping	at	various	venues,	where	they	were	
greeted	by	docents	clad	in	period	dress	and	at-the-ready	with	historic	information	
about	the	sites.	And	there	were	even	refreshments!	Kudos	to	the	volunteers	and	the	
California Parks Department for opening these treasured doors every year, reminding 
us of the heritage surrounding us.
	 Not	to	be	left	out,	Nature	timed	some	of	the	most	spectacular	vistas	of	the	year	
during	this	period	as	well.	We	had	eye-popping	giant	surf	that	pounded	the
shoreline	for	several	days	running,	closely	followed	by	king	tides,	in	which	the
high	tides	percolated	waaay	up	the	boulders,	and	the	low	water	exposed
otherwise	hidden	vistas.	The	rocks	at	the	beach	at	Lovers	Point	were	swathed	in
long	mossy	tendrils	of	bright	green,	just	right	for	the	holiday	season,	and	some
tide pools put in appearances. Both these discoveries added an alluring
dimension	to	an	area	usually	beneath	our	visibility.
 What a privilege to live in this community with its treasure of kind people and
beautiful	places.	May	the	New	Year	be	good	to	you	and	yours!
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 Tuesday, January 1, 2019
Meet at the Museum at 9:30

We’ll go to breakfast in Carmel Valley
and from there to points unknown.

We’ll provide a sag wagon
You buy your breakfast

Call 831-402-0583 to reserve so that we can
warn the restaurant!

All are welcome

enforcement training  centers throughout the state for 
29 years and is Program Director for the prestigious 
California Police Chiefs Executive Leadership Institute 
(CPCELI) at Drucker.  She is the Committee Chair for 
the Leadership & Ethics Institute at Golden West College 
Criminal Justice Training Center.  Chief Gomez-Whiteley 
is an Associate at the Center for Public Safety Manage-
ment where she assists in conducting organizational 
assessments of law enforcement agencies throughout 
the country.

Chief Gomez-Whiteley is a volunteer and President 
of Officers Give Hope, a non-profit organization dedicated 
to hosting marrow donor drives in the public safety com-
munity throughout the State of California.   In November  
2008, Officers Give Hope was the recipient of the presti-
gious National Service Award presented by the National 
Marrow Donor Program in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  She 
is a member of the California Police Chiefs’ Association, 
California Peace Officers’ Association, and International 
Association of Chief of Police.   Chief Gomez-Whiteley 
continues to serve on many boards, including Orange 
County Exploring Learning for Life.

 

PCHIEF From Page 1

Every Friday, 10:30 a.m.: Join us every Friday for 
Baby Rhyme Time. Familiar nursery rhymes and gentle 
games will give you tools to bond with your baby and 
begin their journey toward reading. Linger afterward 
for stay-and-play time to connect with other parents and 
caregivers. This program is for ages 0-18 months and a 
participating caregiver.

The Monterey Public Library will be closed on 
Monday, December 24, Tuesday, December 25 and 
Wednesday, December 26 in observance of the Christmas 
Holiday. We will reopen on Thursday, December 27 at 
10:00 a.m.

All of these exciting programs (unless otherwise 
noted) will be held in the Monterey Public Library’s 
Community Room. And of course, all programs are free!

The Monterey Public Library is located at 625 
Pacific Street, Monterey.    For more  information  call 
831.646.3933 or visit www.monterey.org.

Monterey Public Library 
Announces 
holiday Schedule 
December Events 
for Kids

Join Jameson’s on the 
Annual New Year’s Ride

Bicultural Music
Samurai

Residing in Los Angeles and travel-
ling the world from Japan, GOH (Goh 
Kurosawa) is a guitarist armed with fresh 
original songs, electrifying soundscapes, 
and stunning arrangements of familiar 
global melodies will be performing Live at 
Planet Gemini’s Fireside Lounge Acoustic 
Room in the front of the venue.

WHAT: 
GOH	(Goh	Kurosawa)

ON	TOUR	LIVE	IN	MONTEREY

WHEN & WHERE: 
Friday, January 4

Fireside	Lounge	@	Planet	Gemini
(7:00-9:00pm)

2110	North	Fremont	St.,
Monterey,	CA	93940	

831.373.1449

COST - accepting donations
(free admission)

CONTACT - Goh	Kurosawa	
(yohgoh@gmail.com)

Who/what made these
Donuts in the sky?

Photo by Gary Baley

Gary Baley caught a mystery moment in the skies over the Monterey Peninsula. 
How did they do it? And Whodunnit? What are they?
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Joy Colangelo
From the TrenchesACROSS

1	__	those	extra	pounds	I	gained
5	Read	__	23	when	I	need	a	spiritual	boost
10	Ask	an	apiarist	about	starting	a	__	hive
13	Listen	to	some	Nat	or	Natalie	__	music
14	Study	hollyhocks	and	members	of	 the	__	
genus
15 Show more __ to other people
16	Compare	the	fighter	jets	used	by	the	__	and	
the RAF
17 Change all the ring__ on my phone
18	Be	more	like	__	instead	of	his	brother	Cain
19	Be	a	__	__	than	I	have	been	in	the	past
22 If life gives me lemons, I’ll make lemon__
23	Read	“The	Raven”	by	Edgar	Allan	__
24	Go	outside	and	__	up	at	the	stars
27 Be a __ __ to those in need
32	__	kindness	to	strangers
35	Be	less	__	and	more	polite
36	Find	an	eco-friendly	heater	with	a	lower	__	
rating	(abbrev.)
37	Support	efforts	to	clean	up	abandoned	fishing	
__	in	the	Great	Pacific	garbage	patch
38	Feed	my	__	person	by	reading	more	poetry
40	Sit	under	a	shade	__	and	read	a	book	(or	do	
a crossword!)
41 Buy some __ from a local painter or sculptor
42 Write down my __ and purposes for net year
43	Stick	both	__	in	the	water	and	row!
44 Be a __ __ when people talk
49	Stick	to	my	__	after	the	holidays
50 Send cards to ___ overseas (use an APO)
51	Visit	Big	___,	south	of	Carmel
54 Be a __ __ at home
59	Get	an	__	degree	at	a	seminary
62 Create outdoor spaces that are little __ or 
oases of rest
63	Find	more	creative	__	for	leftovers
64 __ into my fitness regime rather than over-
doing it the first week
65	Build	a	table	with	some	tigerwood	from	the	
__ genus
66	__	my	mouth	more	and	44-across
67	Go	to	the	__	and	work	out	each	week
68	Have	the	mechanic	__	my	tires	regularly
69	Leave	more	generous	__	when	I	eat	out

DOWN
1 Learn to __ like Jacques Cousteau
2 Buy a used car without getting __ or cheated
3	“Make	Someone	Happy”
4 Become more __ at writing rather than staying 
inept
5	Be	a	__	of	the	arts	and	buy	from	local	artisans
6 Find a place to practice running that is not 
too __
7	Find	a	cure	for	__,	the	bane	of	many	teens
8	Never	__	at	or	ogle	anyone!

9	Attend	Sunday	__	at	a	Catholic	church
10	As	the	Internet	says:	Be	like	__!
11	Stay	up	 to	watch	 the	ball	drop	on	New	
Year’s	__
12	Try	some	__	at	a	sushi	bar	 (maybe	 try	 it	
cooked first)
15	Sit	out	on	a	__	in	Hawaii	and	watch	the	sunset
20	Replace	the	broken	__	on	the	church	steeple
21 Be less of an __ at work, unless I’m Shrek
25	Figure	out	whether	a	__	is	black	with	white	
stripes or vice versa
26	Paint	a	picture	or	bake	a	cake	and	__	it	in	
the County Fair
27	Use	fewer	__	(abbrev.)	of	elec.	by	unplugging	
unused appliances
28	Apply	for	an	accounting	job	at	__	&	Young?
29	Think	before	I	speak,	so	I	don’t	__	what	I	
said later
30	Follow	 the	advice	of	__	 (POTUS	#32):	
“When	you	come	to	the	end	of	your	rope,	tie	a	
knot	and	hang	on”
31	Pay	my	__	on	time	at	the	club
32	Keep	going	even	if	I	hit	a	__	along	the	way
33	Never	emulate	King	__	of	1st	c.	Israel
34	Figure	out	why	10th	c.	Emperor	__	was	
called	“the	Great”
38	Practice	addition	with	Roman	numerals:	I	
+ II = __
39	Learn	how	many	__	(abbrev.)	by	boat	from	
Monterey to San Francisco
40	Take	a	tour	of	the	__	House	in	Carmel	that	
Robinson	Jeffers	built
42	Listen	to	more	__	sax	music	by	Benny	Carter	
and Charlie Parker
45	__	into	some	new	hobbies
46 Don’t overdo the __ at holiday parties; drink 
something with fewer calories
47 Compare the __ Altima with other imports
48	Think	about	whether	I	have	__	and	really	do	
know what people are thinking!
51	Try	some	other	kinds	of	__	not	 just	Cali-
fornia rolls
52	__	__	all	those	partial	tubes	of	toothpaste
53	Take	more	__	on	the	weekends
55	Find	out	how	to	see	the	__	constellation	(“The	
Sails”)	when	I	go	to	Australia
56	Try	out	for	“American	__”	or	“The	Voice”
57 Ask my dermatologist whether the __ on my 
back	are	dangerous
58 Research how to __ an unwanted leader
59	Binge-watch	__	Ryan	films,	especially	her	
romcoms
60	“Seize	the	__!”
61	Maybe	make	my	own	philosophy	and	call	
it	“Me-__”

“The Best Intentions” by Peter Silzer
*80 potential resolutions to consider
Solution on Page 15

Your rights in rights of way
City Council has unanimously passed the ordinance governing wireless 

towers in the City's Public Right of Way (PROW). A permit has been filed 
to place a 5G cell tower near Pacific Grove High School.  The question is:  
How much say do citizens have in blocking such a placement? The easy 
answer is: None.  Absolutely no say if the permit is in the Public Right of 
Way.  A PROW is not bendable by zoning laws, companies don't have to go 
through processes used in public/private locations and utilities merely have 
to adhere to a checklist of design standards. Done deal.  But wait....maybe 
there's something those who cited brain tumor research can do, something 
to stop a utility company from using a utility right of way. Demand public 
forums. No, not required.  Appeal. Can't.  Find more research about brain 
tumors? Useless. Find another spot in our hamlet of four square miles (as if 
there is a neighborhood you can move brain tumor producing towers to with 
good conscience without an outcry "not in my brains backyard").  If you 
believe they cause brain tumors, then there is nowhere they could call home. 
You can't use the clever fact that cell phones weren't invented when these 
ROW's were granted because that lawsuit was lost in appeal. Communication 
ROW's envelope all past, current and future types of communication devices.  

One thing you could do is tell those cell tower companies we want nothing 
to do with them.  How?  The whole town could stop using cell phones. If that 
seems absurd and you can't live without your cell phone, you have to admit 
to a profound self-denial. A cell phone is glued to your and your kids heads 
throughout the day and not just near their school but sleeping right next to 
their head while it charges at night.  

But there's something else you can do if you can't bridge that conun-
drum. It wasn't mentioned the other night except in passing but it's a real live 
solution. If you can show that it's possible to put enough antennas on existing 
structures (roofs, billboards, and telephone poles, you can avoid a giant cell 
tower. And enough residents could put up small ones in their yard to suffice.

If you want one on your property, the wireless company will pay about 
$45,000 a year (you might have to lease it out to several carriers) and you 
could put up a sign that says "neighborhoods are for neighbors with cell 
towers."  And, no, I'm not likely to let go of making fun of this sign for quite 
some time but I think it's cool you asked.  

Easements and ROW's seem to be squeezing in to many of our conver-
sations lately. Beside the utility ROW's, there is the transportation easement 
that starts in Castroville and houses the recreation/bike trail for 18 miles. 
Considered the most scenic of the long trails in California, it follows the 
Southern Pacific Railroad line.  Even though the right of way appears to end 
at Lover's Point, it extends to the southern edge of Pacific Grove dissecting 
the Monarch Pines Mobile Home Park (uh oh), trailing through the Munic-
ipal Golf Coarse (double uh-oh), becomes a dirt path between Evergreen 
and Crocker passing Hayward Lumber on the way to Pebble Beach. Like 
communication and utility ROW's, once transportation ROW's have been 
established, they can be used in perpetuity. In other words, the old railroad 
line could be a Class I bike path (hence the uh-ohs).  

If we want a connected bike path and at once become the Coastal Com-
mission's and the California Bicycle Coalition's darling, we have to create 
a Class I bike path (separate from automobiles/streets) using the ROW. Or 
we can re-route the path to Oceanview.  But there is an interesting snafu. To 
establish a Class II bike way (a painted strip alongside the road), we'd have to 
remove parking on the seaward side or make it a one way street.  Such bike 
lanes require 40 feet of pavement but there are sections of Oceanview that 
are only 20 feet because somewhere, sometime, by someone, the easement 
was encroached. Twenty feet of easement to be exact!  Because there are no 
viable surveyor map records of how this occurred, the Coastal Commission 
has no idea if the easement was taken seaward by landscaping (the pink carpet 
ice plant) or it was usurped by the houses, giving each of them front yards. 
Talk about uh-oh.  What if the citizens demanded the re-establishment of that 
easement?  Stand by for more easement and right-of-way discussions. There 
could be some pushing and shoving and thus, it would be wise to remember 
Oliver Wendell Holmes take on right of ways. "The right to swing one's fist 
ends at the point of another's nose."

Geneaology Society to meet
The Monterey County Genealogy Society, Inc. (MoCoGenSo) will hold its regular 

monthly meeting Thursday, January 3 at 7 pm. Meetings are held the first Thursday 
of each month at the Family History Center, located at the LDS Church, 1024 Noche 
Buena, Seaside.

This month’s program will be an open house of the Monterey Family History 
Center and an overview of the up-coming 38th Annual Ancestor Round-Up by Barbara 
Rae-Venter.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. with doors open at 6:15 p.m. The Library will be open 
until 9 pm for research after the meeting. All meetings are free and open to the public: 
everyone is welcome. For further information, call 375-2340, or visit the website at  
www.mocogenso.org.

The Monterey County Genealogy Society Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt organi-
zation serving the Central Coast of California. The goals of the Society are to provide 
education, fellowship and support to its members and to the community of family 
history researchers both locally and throughout the world.
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ular officer does. He has the same training 
and time commitment as well. 

2018 Year in Review
Voters eventually passed Measure J, meant 
to bring about a study on the feasibilty of 
buying out Cal Am.

Inspired by the Whales: Art at 
Berwick Park

Visitors continue to pose with Pacif-
ic Grove’s newest tourist attraction, the 
whale sculpture in Berwick Park and peo-
ple continue to take pictures, even pictures 
of people taking pictures. Send yours to 
editor@cedarstreettimes.com and tell us 
who took the pictures and when. 

Not everyone, apparently, sees the joy 
in the whale sculptures. Left, one “Arthur” 
threatens them with a chain saw in this 
picture by Jane Flury. 

Bill Peake found a sunny day, Dec. 
30, to photograph his niece and nephew 
from Chandler, AZ 

Another young lady, probably cele-
brating her Quinzeañera, posed with the 
whales.

City Service Awards 
At the recent City Council meeting, 

the City Council of Pacific Grove honored 
Indika Karunasiri for 15 years of service. 
Indika has worked at the circulation desk 
of the Pacific Grove Public Library since 
2001. She has been a resident of Pacific 
Grove since 2000, when her husband ac-
cepted a teaching position with the Navy 
Postgraduate School. Her children attend-
ed PG schools, and her daughter is now 
attending medical school in the Midwest. 

Indika looks forward to going to work 
each day, and takes pride in her role in the 
Library. The Library is fortunate to have 
someone with her experience and com-
mitment to providing excellent customer 
service.

Since 1970, when he came on board, 
he has made numerous calls for transport 
of prisoners to County Jail. Ken Rolle is on 
guard at high school football games and at 
fun runs and other events in Pacific Grove. 
Among other duties, he maintains the City’ 
1940’s police car. Ken invented TracNet, 
software used by police departments, with 
his brothers 

Ken Rolle was honored at the recent 
City Council meeting for 25 years of ser-
vice to the City as a reserve police officer. 
Reserve officers, said City Manager Ben 
Harvey, he faces the same risks and makes 
the same commitment to service that a reg-

High Waves Force Closures on 
Ocean View Blvd.

Fire Department personnel have re-
sponded to numerous incidents of downed 
trees and power lines, minor residential 
flooding, and vehicles stuck in water. The 
major “atmospheric river” storm, said to 
contain as much water as the Misissippi 
River, continues to cause damage around 
the Monterey Peninsula as well as in 
neighboring counties. Since the storms 
began, fire personnel have  responded  to 
more than 60 storm-related calls. Some of 
the incidents included: rescuing persons 
trapped in their cars which were disabled 
in approximately a foot of water; residen-
tial flooding  in Monterey, Pacific Grove 
and Carmel-by-the-Sea; downed trees into 
roadways, homes and vehicles. 
Photo John Harris 

Dan Gho of Pacific Grove Public 
Works said that while staff was kept 
busy, there have been no city-owned 
trees to contend with...thus far. Monterey 
Fire Chief Gaudenz Panholzer said there 
were some significant tree limbs lost, and 
localized flooding, but all in all, he says, 
the lack of major disaster is a testament to 
preparation. He reports thy still cleaning 
storm drains and clearing storm debris. 

Status report on Project Bella: In a 
holding pattern 

City Manager says we are up-to-date 
on monies owed the City 

As of December, 2018, the project is 
for all intents and purposes defunct.

Indika, second from left

Ken Rolle is in the center of this 
group of Pacific Grove police of-
ficers

Issue of Jan 6-12 
Welcoming the New Year: 

First PG Baby 2018 (PHOTO)
Pacifc Grove’s first baby of the new 

year is Ryley Kai Trow, who kept her 
mother, Sarah Trow, in labor for 8 hours 
before they even went to Community 
Hospital, 9 p.m. then another few hours 
before she was delivered at 6:05 a.m. to 
exhausted parents. She weighed 7 bs. 12 
oz. and was 21 inches long, “a perfect 
size” Mom thinks she’ll be a swimmer 
“like her mom,” said dad Vince Trow. 
Vince has agreed to be on the diaper gang, 
and Ryley is already daddy’s girl. They 
had a doula assist with the birth: Sarah 
pulled her out and Vince cut the cord. 

Sarah’s parents were in Pacific Grove, 
visiting from Southern California, and got 
to see their granddaughter before they 
went home. Sarah’s own grandmother 
gave her a receiving blanket, fittingly pink, 
which had been her mother’s and they took 
Ryley home in it. 

The Trows met at CSUMB where 
Sarah is a substitute teacher. Vince is a 
manager at Costco, and is pleased to have 
ve weeks of family leave. Left: Vince 
holds baby Ryley, giving Sarah a break. 

Meet & Greet New PG Police Chief; 
Amy Cristey

PG Chamber of Commerce Event

Breakfast on the Bay
Pacific Grove Police Officers Associ-

Ryley Kai Trow cuddled by her par-
ents, Sarah Trow and Vince Trow.

Chief Amy Christey. She retires this 
week, Dec. 30.

Some of the events which shaped our year
This week: January and February, 2018 with more to come!

off  the Bay.
Breakers’ QB Noah Cryns

ation sponsored New Year’s Day breakfast 
at Window on the Bay, where Al Siekert 
feets the homeless and hungry. Sgt. Rachel 
Beuttler went a step farther and helped 
serve it up in a chilly wind which came 

Breaker Noah Cryns and 49er Michael 
Wilhoite

Honored by 49ers 
School Earns $500 from 49er Foun-

dation. 
Demonstration against illegal sand 

mining in Marine Sanctuary 
Save Our Shores and Surfrider Mon-

terey team up to conclude documentary 
lming 

John ‘Spud’ Spadaro Award 
nominees told 

The nominees for the Seventh Annual 
John “Spud” Spadaro Award have been 
announced, They are:  Alfredo Ortiz – 
Whaling Station Steak- house, Monterey, 
Regina Morrison – Beach House Restau-
rant + Bar, Pacific Grove, Lori Carter – 
Carriage House Inn, Carmel.

Explaining Lawyers’ Explanations 
(source:	CA	DMV	press	release)	
Kyle	A.	Krasa,	Esq.	wrote	in	his	col-

umn, Planning for Each Generation: 
Lawyers are not known for their clear 

and relatable explanations of legal issues. 
In fact, the language most lawyers use in 
attempting to communicate legal concepts 
is often referred to as “legalese.” Mer-
riam Webster  defines  “legalese”  as  “the 
language used by lawyers that is difficult 
for most people to understand,” or more 
precisely, “legal jargon.” Although legal 
language is important to communicate 
complex legal concepts and principles, 
such language is not easily understood by 
laypersons. To paraphrase Lord Byron’s 
Don Juan, most people wish lawyers 
would “explain their explanations.” 

Forum held as voters get ready to 
decide: A History of Peninsula Efforts 

to Buy Cal Am 
Keith Vandevere, Xasauan Today 

Blog Monday, January 9, 7:00pm Unitar-
ian Universalist Church 490 Aguajito Rd, 
Carmel (off Aguajito at Hwy 1 and 68) 

Keith Vandevere has been involved in 
Monterey Peninsula water issues since the 
early 1980s. He managed the successful 
campaign  to defeat  the New Los Padres 
Dam in 1995 and has served on the Mon-
terey County Planning Commission since 
2003. He has commented on water issues 
on his blog, Xasauan Today, since 2008. 

The Monterey Peninsula has a long 
history of trying to take our private-
ly-owned water utility, Cal Am, into public 
ownership. A number of attempts have 
been made since Cal Am bought our water 
system in 1966 and even before that. 

Keith presented the history and the 
issues involved in the various efforts. 
‘Let’s know our history so that we are 
not  doomed  to  repeat  it!’  PWN Forums 
are Free and Open to the Public. Visit 
our website at www.publicwaternow.org.

Hope for the Homeless and Hungry
Al Siekert was presented with a size-

able check by some remaining members 
of Hope Center, which was divesting itself 
of unspent funds as they dissolved. They 
had seen Al’s work, preparing breakfast for 
the hungry and homeless, and decided to 
gift him with the balance of their checking 
account. 

See next page for more
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Young philanthropist
Bella Blackmon was at it again! She 

raised $607 for Meals on Wheels of the 
Monterey Peninsula by selling hot cocoa 
and cookies at Candy Cane Lane over 
the holidays...and boy were there some 
chilly nights! She presented the earnings 
to Viveca Lohr, director of Meals on 
Wheels. 

2016 Bella raised more than $400 
for Meal on Wheels, and Viveca thinks 
this might be Bella’s fourth year of 
fund-raising. 

The Eyes of a Dreamer
Ray Magsalay’s 50-year retro- spec-

tive, “The Eyes of a Dreamer,” opened 
Jan. 6, 2017 at the Pacific Grove Art 
Center when some 450 people came to 
admire his work and that of other artists 
on display through Feb. 23, 2017. 

On Saturday, Jan. 21 Magsalay plans 
to be at the Gill Gallery at the Art Center 
to host a Talk and Greet from 1:00 p.m. 
To 5:00 p.m. 

Ray grew up on the Monterey Penin-
sula. His work is an interest- ing amalgam 
of found objects and totemic symbols, 
humor and odd surprises. 

Track star Zack Miller is off 
to Harvard.

Last season, he was first place in the 
400 in Central Coast Section, third in 
200, and fourth in long jump. He had the 
highest point total in medaling. 

Zack listens to his track coach, Ca-
sey Tibbs. “He said the 400 was my best 
trait,” said Zack, “so I put my efforts 
there.” Tibbs himself was a medalist, 
winning gold in Beijing in 2008. He is 
active Navy, a  linguist at Defense Lan-
guage Institute. Tibbs could qualify as a 
paralympian, having lost a leg. Of Zack 
Miller, he says, “I am happy for him, 
and proud of him. Zack will accomplish 
anything he sets his mind to.” 

Zack says his family, too, is proud of 
him. His dad, Andrew Miller, is the retired 
chief of Pacific Grove Fire Department. 

They haven’t yet gone back to Cambridge 
to see the campus where Zack will spend 
the next four years, but they will go see 
it over a weekend for admitted students. 
Hopefully they’ll be taking a winter ward-
robe for Zack, who notes that everything 
back there is very old...and beautiful. 
He’ll be living in the freshman dorm at 
rst, and says George Washington slept 
there. Zack is living proof that dreams 
come true, if one works hard enough to 
make it so. 

Some of the events which shaped our year
This week: January and February, 2018 with more to come 

in future issues!

Zack Miller, left, calls his track 
coach, Casey Tibbs, his inspiration.  

Montage Health/ CHOMP receives 
largest gift ever Aimed at Mental 

Health for Children and Adolescents
An unprecedented gift of $105.8 

million has been given to Montage Health 
Foundation, parent company of Communi-
ty Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. The 
gift is to be devoted exclusively to creative 
a new program for child and adolescent 
behavioral health.

Pacific Grove celebrates 
Sandy the Whale

Larry and Mary Foster, and their dog 
Jack from Fort Bragg were welcomed 
with enthusiasm and a reunion of friends. 
Larry designed and created Sandy in 1974 
and shared the background of creating the 
sculpture and its past before arriving to 
Pacific Grove.

Skillshots

2nd Annual Superbowl Party  
to benefit homeless

On Sunday Feb. 4, 2018 Athletes That 
Care in cooperation with American Burger 
on Lighthouse will be holding a Superbowl 
Party for the homeless. This is the second 
annual event that is designed to shelter and 
feed for the day, those less fortunate and 
give them a safe place to watch the Super-
bowl. Athletes That Care  is a non-profit 
503c that is managed and led by local high 
school students from Stevenson, Carmel, 
Pacific Grove  and Palma  high  schools. 
Their mission is about feeding those less 
fortunate and helping with other needs 
during various seasons. The CEO, Senior 
Matthew Gibbs of Stevenson School, 
leads fellow athletes in helping prepare 
and deliver meals, provide clothing and 
sheltering needs as they can. 

Ribbon Cutting 
at The Butterfly House

The Butterfly House, located at 623 
Lighthouse Avenue, will celebrate their 
grand opening/ribbon cutting on Tues-
day, February 13, from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
Please join the Pacific Grove Chamber of 
Commerce in welcoming Carol and David 
Harper,  owners of The Butterfly House, 
to downtown Pacific Grove. The But-

terfly House is an art gallery and garden 
featuring handmade and local art, glass 
art, sculpture, fountains, copper work, 
candles and silk scarves, feather pillows 
and of course butterflies! Complimentary 
refreshments. For more information: (831) 
373-3304 or www.pacificgrove.org.

Dedicated to a lifetime of recovery, 
Beacon House celebrates 

60th anniversary
Drug and alcohol treatment center, 

the Beacon House is proud to announce 
that 2018 marks its 60th Anniversary. Es-
tablished in 1958 by Mary Clark Ross and 
Dr. Donald Taugher, colleagues of Marty 
Mann, founder of the National Council on 
Alcoholism (now the NCADD); the mis-
sion at Beacon House still holds true today, 
treating the human spirit with dignity; and 
utilizing the latest research and modalities 
that support the 12-Step model of recovery. 
Monterey Country Dance Community 

(MCDC)
Important Monster Band update: 

please note our schedule change to April 
21!

Fire Department, Coast Guard, State 
Park Lifeguard all aid in sailor rescue

On January 12, 2018, at 5:33 p.m. 
Monterey Fire Department along with 
U.S. Coast Guard and State Parks Life-
guard units were dispatched to a report of 
a capsized sailboat off the Pacific Grove 
shoreline. The engine on the sailboat died 
as the occupant was trying to sail back 
to the harbor. Waves crashed over the 
sailboat and knocked him overboard 
breaking his tether safety line. 

Local Real Estate Update 
by Patrick Ryan

Pacific Grove Market Snapshot 
2017 Millennials Are Saving More Than 
You Think Sold List Price Sold Price 
DOM Price per sq ft 2016 148 $955,972 
$933,950 54 $639 2017 161 $1.071 Mil-
lion $1.038 Million 55 $676 % Change 
8.8% 12.1% 11.2% 1.9% 5.8% Now that 
we are into the new year, let’s take a look 
at the final numbers for 2017 and compare 
to 2016. In the following weeks we will 
delve deeper into specific neighborhoods 
of Pacific Grove and our neighbors on the 
Monterey Peninsula. 
“MY MOTHER...FRANKENSTEIN”

Sir Percy Florence Shelley, Bart., 
memorializes his mother in a performance 
st the Little House. Written and performed 
by Howard Burnham 

Bill Cohen: 
What does God say about weapons?

One of an intriguing series written 
weekly by Bill Cohen.

 
Pacific Grove Chamber Board 

position on the Short Term Rental 
initiative

Editor: The intent of the Short Term 
Rental (STR) Initiative is to limit STRs 
in  the  residential zone of Pacific Grove. 
The initiative will allow the below STRs: 
1. Coastal zone properties 2. Commercial 
districts 3. Home sharing, room rentals in 
resident-occupied homes The Chamber 
supports the initiative for the follow-
ing reasons: 1. STRs have impacted all 
lodging  establishments  in Pacific Grove 
especially small bed and breakfast inns 2. 
The initiative is a reasonable compromise 
that is balanced and designed to protect the 
character of the residential community and 
workforce housing in Pacific Grove 3. The 

Chamber Board of Directors thoroughly 
reviewed the initiative and concluded that 
it is in the best interest of the business 
community to support it. The Chamber’s 
position is consistent with Pacific Grove 
Hospitality Improvement District and 
Monterey County Hospitality Association 
4. Pacific Grove is the only city that allows 
STRs on the Monterey Peninsula. They 
are prohibited in Monterey, Carmel and 
other cities. 5. STRs are in the residential 
area where issuing a business license for 
such a commercial venture is prohibited 
by City law 6. In 1986 the residents of 
Pacific Grove overwhelmingly voted for a 
citizen’s initiative, Measure C, that prohib-
ited the City’s 19 lodging establishments 
from expansion or addition of rooms and 
facilities. The law governs commercial 
overnight transient occupancy in the entire 
City. We believe that it is not fair to allow 
the addition of 280 STR homes while the 
lodging establishments are prohibited 
from expanding We urge voters to sign 
the petition.

Mission Linen Supply Closes 
Pacific Grove Operation, 

Moves to Salinas
Whether it was the uncertainty of the 

water situation in Pacific Grove or rising 
costs for its 40 employees, or something 
else they haven’t disclosed as yet, Mission 
Linen Supply decided to move its laundry 
operation to Salinas this week.

Keith Larson periodically graced our 
pages with his cartoons about life in 

Pacific Grove

Bay Belles present 5th A Capella 
Showcase

Are you a longstanding fan of Pitch 
Perfect? Then have we got a treat for 
you! Let the sweet sounds of a cappella 
harmony wash over you as the Monterey 
Bay Belles Women’s Barbershop Chorus 
presents its  fth A Cappella Showcase, a 
bene t to support and enhance participat- 
ing school vocal music programs on Sat- 
urday, March 10, 2018 at the Community 
Church of the Monterey Peninsula at 4590 
Carmel Valley Road in Carmel at 7p.m.

BaleyWik
A weekly column devoted to news 

in Science, Technology, Medicine, and 
occasional commentary.

Revised Order to Vacate and 
Demolish at 301 Grand Ave.

A revised notice and order to vacate 
and demolish as been issued to the owners 
at 301 Grand Ave., extending the deadline 
to February 9, 2018. The property has been 
determine to be a dangerous structure for a 
number of reasons, and has been ordered 
vacated and demolished. 
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PG Middle School Mathletes get 

their slice of pi

Saturday, February 3, a team of four 
Pacific Grove Middle School Mathletes 
took second place at the regional Math-
Counts competition. Nine schools com-
peted from Monterey, San Benito and 
Santa Cruz counties: Here’s the roster: 
All Saints (Carmel Valley), Black/Ham-
rick homeschool* (first place), El Sausal, 
Hallmark Charter School, Monterey Bay 
Charter School (Pacific Grove), Pacific 
Grove Middle School** (second place), 
San Benancio Middle School*** (third 
place), San Carlos School, Stevenson 
School (Carmel). Pacific Grove Middle 
School team members included (L-R) 
William Coen, Corbin Olney, Cristopher 
Rosas, and Jack Weyant. Way to go, 
Mathletes! PGMS Math Club Co-Coach 
is Michelle Ford, and teacher and club 
sponsor Elaine DeMarco.

Poetry Collective Celebrates 
Langston Hughes

The Pacific Grove Poetry Collective 
met at the Little House at Jewell Park on 
March 3 to read and discuss the life and 
politically charged work of Langston 
Hughes (1902-1967). Informal reading 
and discussion circle to explore the stir-
ring words, perspective and music in the 
poetry of Langston Hughes.

Keepers of Our Culture
We, the creators of this column, 

have big plans for 2018! We think it’s 
high time that Pacific Grove became 
known as the perfect town for writers. A 
literary landmark. An author’s mecca. A 
publishing paradise.

Just look at all P.G. has to offer: a 
gorgeous natural setting sure to charm 
the muse; plenty of coffeehouses ideal for 
hanging out with a laptop or notepad and 
pen; a thriving independent bookstore; a 
beloved public library; a branch of Cali-
fornia Writers Club offering free monthly 
talks to educate and inspire; editors and 
publishers to lend a helping hand; and a 
literary tradition that features one of the 
great authors of the 20th century.

Feb 16-Feb. 23, 2018 

The City of Pacific Grove Endorses 
Carbon Fee 

and Dividend Resolution 
By Maribel R. Andonian, Co-Leader, 

Citizens Climate Lobby 
On Wednesday, February 7, the City 

of Pacific Grove unanimously (7-0) voted 
to endorse Carbon Fee and Dividend, na-
tional carbon pricing legislation proposed 
by Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL) and 
presented to the Council by the Monterey 
chapter. Pacific Grove  is  the  third  local 
city (along with the cities of Monterey 
and Marina) to endorse CCL’s national 
carbon pricing plan. The Mayor and 
Council members 

Ill-Fated Eucalyptus Tree Photo 1
On July 21, 2018, the lamp post 

which stood next to this eucalyptus tree 
in front of 306 Grand Ave. was struck by 
an out-of-control automobile, and was re-
moved. The tree was barely grazed. After 
waiting in the dark for months, the neigh-
bors finaly celebrated the installation of a 

new lamp post. It didn’t last long. On Mon-
day, Feb. 12, a driver in a big rig mistook 
the tree for a harmless bush and drove into 
it. The tree split in half and one large piece 
fell onto the lamp post, knocking it over. 
Public Works immediately cleaned up the 
mess while PG&E took care of the lamp 
post. The tree will be completely removed 
as only a snag remains. The wait begins 
for a new lamp post. The City arborist will 
decide what type of tree will go back into 
the space. Most of the trees downtown are 
this same variety of eucalyptus which has 
red blossoms and drops big round seeds. 
Staff  photo with Neil  Jameson  (L)  and 
Webster Slate (R). 
Bruce Obbink Recognized by GLAC

Pacific Grove Golf Links Advisory 
Committee and Rudy Fischer present 
Bruce Obbink with a certificate of appreci-
ation. Bruce was first appointed to the Golf 
Link Advisory Committee in 1999, and has 
spent almost 20 years advocating for the 
golf course, league players, and the golf 
playing public. Before recently stepping 
down, Bruce had served as the GLAC’s 
Chair since 2013. Bruce has a long history 

with the golf course. He was very involved 
in promoting the new golf clubhouse back 
in 2004, going so far as to walk door to 
door in the neighborhoods surrounding 
the course to promote the plan. Bruce 
also advocated for the parking lot lights 
that were installed a number of years ago 
so that players and other visitors could 
walk around the parking lot safely in the 
evenings. Councilman Fischer also recog-
nized him as the “keeper of all of the golf 
course’s history,” noting that whenever he 
had a question about the golf course or the 
Lighthouse, he would call Bruce. Within 
days he would get an e-mail with a slew 
of attached documents which invariable 
answered his questions. Bruce had already 
been previously recognized by the golfers 
for his “tireless support and unyielding 
energy.” The Certificate  concluded with 
a thank you to Bruce “for everything he 
has done for golf and golfers in the City of 
Pacific Grove.” P a c i f i c G r o v e h a d a 
G o l f A d v i s o r y C o m m i s s i o n f r 
o m 1 9 3 2 to 2010, when it was changed 
to the Golf Links Advisory Commission. 
The Coast Guard deeded over the land on 
which the back nine of the course sits in 
2006 in exchange for the city’s promise 

to “preserve and maintain” the Point Pi-
nos Lighthouse, the oldest continuously 
operating lighthouse on the West Coast. 
The lighthouse is on the National Register 
of Historic Places and has been restored 
by the city and a dedicated group of vol-
unteers. In September of 2014 the city 
turned over management of the course to 
Petaluma based CourseCo, a professional 
golf course management company which 
manages courses up and down the West 
Coast and in Texas. In December of last 
year the city held a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny to celebrate the completion of its Local 
Water Project. That $7.7 million project 
will provide non-potable irrigation water 
to the golf course and cemetery, freeing up 
125 acre feet of potable water each year 
for other uses. Also last year, Worldwide 
Auctioneers held a classic and sports car 
auction on the 18th hole of the course. The 
event was successful and the company 
recently contacted the city to request a 
five year agreement to continue. Because 
he is a sports car buff, Councilman Fisch-
er also presented Bruce with a picture of 
Elon Musk’s Tesla roadster with the earth 
in the background. He told Bruce “it’s all 
yours, all you have to do is go get it.” The 
new Chair of the GLAC, Lin Blaskovich, 
presented him with a framed picture of 
the golf course. Terry Rea was elected as 
the Vice Chair. - Rudy Fischer Photo by 
Cynthia Garfield; Councilman Peake was 
also present. 

Sally Baho Post Cards from the 
Kitchen A Syrian Lentil Dish: Mjadara 
on the Meal Train 

Seeing ‘Fun Home?’ Come to a panel 
presentation afterward Rainbow Speakers 
has been invited to do a panel presentation 
before and after the Sundays, February 18 
and 25 matinees of ‘Fun Home.’

Scholastic Championship Team 
Awards told

Pacific Grove High School's wresting 
and girls soccer both made the list. 

Central Coast Section of the Califor-
nia Interscholastic Federation announced 
the 2017-2018 Winter Season Scholastic 
Championship Team Awards. These 
awards are made from the top five varsity 
teams from each Central Coast sport, 
with the highest collective grade point 
average of all teams competing in t0hat 
sport during he competition. These student 
athletes have achieved distinction in the 
classroom and at the same time committed 
themselves to participation in interscholas-
tic athletics. Their academic performance 
is another indication that their athletic 
participation enhances classroom activities 

Library’s New Director Will Oversee 
$2 million Renewal Project 

Pacific Grove’s new Library Director, 
Scott Bauer, was hired six months ago after 
being selected among several candidates 
interviewed by the City Manager, depart-
ment heads, and library directors from the 
surrounding communities. Scott obtained 
a BA degree in English at San Francisco 
State University and a master’s degree 
in library science from the University of 
California, Berkeley. For nearly 10 years 
prior to accepting the job at Pacific Grove, 
Scott was Assistant Director of the Marin 
County Free Library with 11 branches. His 
wife, Sallie Pine, worked at the Fremont 
Public Library. Now they are temporarily 
renting in Monterey and looking forward 
to buying a house in Pacific Grove. Both 
Scott and his wife, have enjoyed snorkel-
ing in Hawaii on vacation, and now that 
they’ll be living by Monterey Bay, he 
said “I think we’ll need some wet-suits.” 

Stone Reintroduces Cigarette Butt 
Ban Plans for measure to reduce plas-

tic pollution 
and save taxpayers money 

Assemblymember Mark Stone 
(D-Monterey Bay) has reintroduced leg-
islation to protect California’s coast and 
waterways by banning cigarette filters 
(Assembly Bill 2308). Filters, commonly 

Stone Bill Protects Monarch Habitat 
Assemblymember Mark Stone 

(D-Monterey Bay) has introduced legis-
lation to protect and restore the habitat 
of one of California’s iconic monarch 
butterfly. AB  2421  provides  funds  and 
technical assistance to restore monarch 
habitats across the state. “Monarch but-
terflies  are  dying  off  at  alarming  rates, 
and as their population declines, the rest 
of the California ecosystem is affected as 
well,” said Stone. “This measure provides 
grants and support to farmers, ranchers, 
nonprofits and public agencies to restore 
and protect monarch habitats.”

Letter to the Editor re STR Lottery
One of many which ran i our paper 
over the period of time leading up to 

the lottery
and afterwards leading up to the elec-
tion and voters’ decision on Measure 

M to restrict permits
Editor

STR Lottery would be unfair: Stop 
the presses! The pro-short term rental 
and the anti-short term rental factions 
agree on something! They both want to 
allow STRs (short term rentals) in Pacific 
Grove’s commercial and Coastal zones. If 
the Council represents the people, why is it 
circumventing the desires of both factions 
in  the STR battle?  (Not  to mention  the 
California Coastal Commission—which 
instructed coastal cities to allow STRs 
in the Coastal zone, not restrict them.) 
On Feb. 7, the Council voted to create 
a lottery “tool” wviolation history… in 
favor of STRs that are run with no regard 
for the neighbors or the neighborhood. I 
urge Council to reconsider the lottery, or 
at the very least to exclude the Coastal 
zone, where short-term rentals co-exist 
quite harmoniously with hotels, motels, 
inns, and 

B&Bs. Debra Ryll Monterey Bay 
Vacation Rentals Monterey 

Pacific Grove Market Snapshot 2017 

Bill Cohen: What does God say about 
sin? 

Regional Waste Management District 
Sets Open House 

The Monterey Regional Waste Man-
agement District will offer the public its 
first  opportunity  to  view  its  innovative 
and leading-edge recycling facility when 
it holds a free Community Open House for 
the new state-of-the-art Materials Recov-
ery Facility (MRF) this month 

A typical day in the P.G. Community 
Garden was illustrated on page 333 of Life 
in Pacific Grove and seen through the eyes 
of P.G. artist Keith Larson.

End of February, 2018
More Year in Review Next Week
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Lic. #01147233

Junipero 8 NW of 10th, Carmel
Beautifully remodeled, and easy 
walk to town and beach. 
3 beds/2 baths, 1,433 sq.ft., 
bonus room and 2-car garage.
Sale Price:  $2,000,000

1012 San Carlos Rd., Pebble Beach 
Opportunity! Amazing location!  Post 
adobe on large lot on golf course, 
short walk to beach. Room to add on. 
3 beds 2 bths, double pane windows, 
vaulted ceilings, 2-car garage. 
$1,759,999

SOLD 

POETRY IN THE GROVE 
Start the New Year by sharing the ecstatic poetry of 
Hafiz, Kabir, and Rumi. 
When:  Saturday January 5, 2019 from 3:00 to 5:00 
Where: the Little House in Jewel Park next to the 
Pacific Grove Library

Matteson's
AUTO REPAIR

Happy and Safe 
Holidays

234 Grand Ave.
Pacifi c Grove

831-373-5050
831-373-0383 Fax
Open 8 AM - 5 PM

MON. - FRI.
Closed Daily Noon - 1 PM

Corner Grand Ave.
and Laurel Ave. In Pacifi c Grove

From Denise, Steve, Bryan, Francisco
Susan, Mike and Linus!

15% OFF
WITH THIS AD

EXPIRES
12/21/18

With great joy the congregation of 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, announces 
its Celebration  of  a New Ministry: The 
Installation of The Rev. Amber Sturgess 
as Rector. The community is cordially 
invited to attend as The Rt. Rev. Mary 
Gray-Reeves, Bishop of the Diocese of 
El Camino Real presides. 

Rev. Amber has been Priest-in-Charge 
at All Saints’ since 2016. She is a native 
Texan and has lived in California for 16 
years serving parishes in the Dioceses 
of El Camino Real and elsewhere. She 
holds graduate degrees from the Church 
Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley; 
Perkins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University, Dallas; Texas Tech 
University, Lubbock; and the Chaplaincy 
Institute for Arts and Interfaith Ministry, 
Berkeley, where she received a certificate 
in Spiritual Direction. 

All Saints’ Carmel To Install New Rector
January 5, 2019, 4:00Pm, At All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Carmel

Before entering seminary she worked 
as a librarian and taught French for sev-
eral years at South Plains College and 
Texas Tech University. Pastor Amber is 
a long-time seeker on the contemplative 
path and facilitator of Centering Prayer. 
Her passions in ministry are education, 
spiritual formation, preaching, leading 
workshops and retreats – teaching the faith 
and companioning others in their search 
for and connection with the divine through 
nurturing their spiritual life in the practices 
of prayer, lectio divina, meditation, and 
the mission and ministry of reconciliation.

The Installation will be held on Satur-
day, January 5, 2019, 4pm, in the church 
sanctuary at Dolores & 9th Streets. A re-
ception will follow. For more information: 
Visit the church website at www.allsaints-
carmel.org; send email to info@allsaints-
carmel.org; or call (831) 624-3883.

The Rev. Amber Sturgess, new Rector at Akk Saints Episcopal
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Webster Slate
The Gray Eminence

Cop Log

Sgt. Jeff Fenton is Pacific Grove Police 
Department’s Officer of the Year

We are pleased to announce this year’s Pacific Grove Police Department Officer 
of the Year as Sergeant Jeff Fenton!

Sgt. Fenton has served in Pacific Grove for 22 years, starting as an officer in 1996. 
His devotion to both the community and the department are evident, and he is easily 
one of our most well known and beloved staff members. From helping new employees 
get their bearings to participating in public outreach or community events, Sgt. Fenton 
is the definition of team player and an excellent example of the Pacific Grove Police 
Department values of Excellence, Respect, Professionalism, and Integrity.  

The PGPD Officer of the Year is a peer given award and is voted on by members 
of the  Pacific Grove Police Officers’ Association - PGPOA.

Congratulations, Sgt. Fenton, we appreciate you and all that you give to our 
department!

Stolen from Social Media:

    Someone is spending too much time in the supply closet. Is the business a dis-
pensary?)
Info	in	found	missing	person\	Lighthouse	Ave-	Missing	person	located	during	a	busi-
ness check.

A family that parties together, goes to court together.
Pine	Ave.-	Three	adults	and	one	minor	found	in	park	under	the	influence	and	were
possessing illegal items. Juvenile and one adult issued citations to appear.

Less fun on Funston
Theft of utility service \ Funston Ave.

“REYNOLDS”…THAT’S A WRAP
Info	in	Warrant	Arrest	\	Pine	Av.	-	Suspect	Reynolds,	Larry	09/19/57-	Subject	arrested
on multiple warrants and transported to county Jail.

Hey batta, batta; batta: meet the PGPD- Stee-rike out
Case	Unfounded-	Subject	was	swinging	a	bat	in	front	yard	and	hitting	property.
Thank	goodness.	Thank	goodness	for	the	nice	neighbor.
    I am feeling Ground Hog Day already. Please re-read last week’s headline, and
stop leaving stuff in your damn car.
Theft	of	personal	property	\	Stuart	Ave.	-	Theft	of	woman’s	purse	from	the	victim’s
vehicle, which was parked in her driveway.

Cue circus music, again.
Lighthouse	Ave.-	Non-injury	vehicle	collision	involving	three	vehicles

Let’s hope they made up, and quieted down.
Maple	St.	–	Officers	responded	to	a	domestic	and	determined	it	was	only	a	verbal
argument. Report for info only.

A family that parties together, goes to court together.
Pine	Ave.-	Three	adults	and	one	minor	found	in	park	under	the	influence	and	were
possessing illegal items. Juvenile and one adult issued citations to appear.

I can’t get that circus theme music out of my head.
Possession	of	unlawful	paraphernalia	\	Sunset	Dr.	–	Made	contact	with	two	subjects	in
a vehicle and a search revealed the suspect was in possession of drug paraphernalia.
The suspect was cited and released at the scene.

Half in the Bagwell
DUI	\	Lighthouse	Ave.	–	Michelle	Bagwell	–	A	female	was	involved	in	a	vehicle	colli-
sion.	The	female	was	determined	to	be	under	the	inflence	of	alcohol	at	the	time	of
the collision.

A little TIDE will clean it.
Info	in	Beach	Closure	\	Ocean	View	Blvd.	–	Lover’s	Point	Beach	closed	due	to	health
reasons.

“ Hey honey, wanna go to the back seat and…fiht?”
21810	PC	MFG/Sale/etc.	Metal	K	|	Central	Ave.	(Will	follow	up)	–	Suspect	Jacob,	-
Report	of	domestic	dispute	in	a	vehicle.	One	subject	possessed	a	prohibited	weapon.

Yeah, like he came to his senses.
Info	in	suspicious	circumstance	\	Pine	Ave.	–	Subject	came	into	lobby	to	report	suspi-
cious	behavior	by	ex-	boyfriend
     Can’t take it with when you go... to prison. When I listen closely, I can hear the
faint sigh of Pulitzer.
594 (A) PC Vandalism \ Fountain Ave.
Victim	reported	the	lock	on	the	laundry	room	door	was	broken	by	suspect.	Suspect
was	heard	on	surveillance	audio	admitting	to	breaking	lock.	Victim	requesting	charges
be	fied	against	suspect.	Case	to	be	forwarded	to	District	Attorney’s	Offie.

Two armed bandit!
Theft	\	Ocean	View	Blvd.	–	Theft	of	a	jacket	–	No	suspect	information.

The honeymoon’s over
Case	Unfounded	–	Offier	was	dispatched	to	a	local	residence	for	a	verbal	argument.

“No, I’ll tell you when the honeymoon is over!”…
PC	Fight	/	Etc.	-	in	public	\	Grove	Acre	Ave.	-	Verbal	domestic	–	information	only.
 Welcome back Jimmy, Jimmy, Jimmy and Jimmy. Now go home and show these
citations to your parents.
Curfew	Violation	\	Ocean	View	Blvd.	–	Four	male	juveniles	were	issued	warning	cita-
tions	for	curfew	violations.	The	juveniles	had	marijuana	and	alcohol	in	their
possession.	Contraband	was	seized	for	destruction.
    Was someone napping in patrol vehicle #02? (I nap on the couch of the MC
museum and don’t wear a watch. I’m just saying.)
Found	Property	(info)	\	Pine	Ave.	–	Located	a	men’s	watch	in	the	back	seat	of
patrol	vehicle	#02.	The	watch	was	booked	into	property	for	safekeeping.
   Car-less person is going to get “Buss-ie,” I hope they don’t sit around and just
“mope-ped.” They just lost their “train-ing wheels.”
Vehicle	Repossession	\Quarterdeck	WY	-	A	vehicle	repo	from	above	address
was called in to records
   Here is another beauty. I hear circus music. This one needs a tag line, enjoy.
Case	unfounded	–	Victim	came	to	lobby	with	check	believed	to	be	fraudulent.
Victim	did	not	cash	check	and	suffered	no	loss.
TAG	LINE:	Is	it	just	me?	The	victim	had	a	check	that	was	no	good.	Victim	did
not	get	paid,	so	victim	suffered	no	gain.	Did	victim	suffer	a	loss?	I	wonder	what	the
victim	was	being	paid	for.	*UPDATE*----
   This is fun. A clear case of Reverse Shoplifting. Around here we enjoy kind,
moral; and ethical shopkeepers an: Police. Nice work.
Found	Property	(info)	\	Country	Club	Gate.	–	A	citizen	brought	in	property	that
was left at his store. Two items were returned to the owners. Two other items were
packaged	and	stored	at	PGPD	for	safekeeping.	No	further	information.
    Here we go again. Please stop leaving stuff in your vehicle. This seems to at-
tract
crime. Please stop attracting crime. It makes us all look and feel bad. Bring
your stuff inside and lock the car.
Burglary	\	Sunset	Dr.	–	R/p	reported	that	her	vehicle	was	broken	into.	Personal
items	were	stolen	from	inside	R/P	vehicle.	No	suspect	information.
    I’ll see you at the next game. I’ll be wearing a bow tie. I’m a Leo, and my fa-
vorite color is blue. I am very handsome and sensitive and I like beer…No need to
grab. Just say hello
Battery	\	Forest	Ave.	–	A	male	reported	that	a	female	grabbed	him	at	a	middle
school	basketball	game.	The	male	stated	that	he	was	not	injured.
    There were enough personal items in vehicle to make criminal mastermind
want to break into it.
Burglary	\	Laurel	Ave.	–	Past	tense	burglary.	No	personal	items	were	stolen.

More weirdness.
R/p	reported	an	object	was	thrown	into	his	window,	which	caused	it	to	break.
Unknown	if	it	was	accidental.	No	suspect	information.
Theft	of	Personal	Property	\	Forest	Ave.	–	Part	of	a	ski	rack	was	stolen	overnight.	No
suspect information.
   I called Milas and asked for a stripper pole, this time.
Grand	Ave.	–	Delivery	truck	collided	with	tree	branch.	Tree	broke	in	half	and	branch
fell	and	broke	City	Light	Pole.
Post	Script:	The	Gum	tree	that	saved	my	life	just	a	few	months	ago	was	killed	by
a	novice	18-wheeler	driver.	I	loved	that	tree.	All	that	is	left	is	a	10	foot	tall	stump	that
mostly	looks	like	a	certain	male	body	part.	All	the	girls	at	the	hairdressers’	think	so
too.	I’d	tell	you	that	even	her	Editorness	has	been	spending	a	lot	of	time	looking	out
the	window	lately	if	I	weren’t	so	afraid	of	Neil.	When	I	caught	a	lady	friend	“tree	
hugging,”	I	never	felt	more	alive.

Play nice
PC	Battery	on	Fountain	Ave.	–	Victim	reported	he	was	pushed	and	had	an	item	thrown
at him.
   Must be kind of scary to search interior. Another day in the life.
Alarm	\	Grand	Ave.	Offiers	were	dispatched	to	an	audible	alarm.	Perimeter	checked
and	was	found	to	be	secure.	Owner	of	business	arrived	and	offiers	searched	interior,
which	was	found	to	be	secure.
   Recurring theme time; don’t keep stuff in your vehicle and for crying out
loud: lock your damn car.
Theft,	Central	Ave.	Past	tense	theft	from	a	un	locked	vehicle-no	suspect	information.

Probably Russians
Info	in	Suspicious	Circumstance	\	Pine	Ave.	–	PGPD	notifid	of	suspicious	circum-
stance	by	outside	agency.	It	was	determined	to	be	associated	with	another	jurisdiction.
    Must have been a very quiet citizen with very sensitive ears
Info	in	Citizen	Assist\	17th	St.	–	Citizen	complained	about	neighbor’s	smoke
detector	making	noise	like	battery	was	dying.	Homeowner	contacted	and	said	she
would take care of it.
   Vandal must have hated that light pole.
Pc-Vandalism	\	Ocean	View	Blvd.	–	Vandalism	to	a	light	pole.
   “No Mom, you can’t borrow my car. You stay out all night and you always 
return with the tank empty. I don’t like to be the one that says no, but until you
show me you can handle the responsibility; no car for two weeks. And that’s
it!”
Civil	in	Civil	Matter	\	Crocker	Ave.	–	Civil	Matter	between	adult	son	and	his
mother regarding his vehicle
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montereycoastrealty.com

831.624.2300

Dolores 2 SW of Seventh
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Locally 
Owned

Globally  
Connected

Results  
Driven  
Experts

Results Driven 
Experts Monterey Coast Realty has 

a seasoned and credentialed 
leadership team, skilled and qualified operation 
and marketing experts, and genuine professional Realtors.

Here are a few of the Monterey Coast Local Experts: 

Professionally Built 
to Serve You

Trained, skilled client focused 
negotiator

A 20 year history of corporate 
leadership positions

Sales trainer and mentor

Longtime Carmel Valley 
resident

Local volunteer feeding the 
poor and hungry

Pat  
Norris
Realtor®  DRE#01961932

831.737.8582
patrick@montereycoastrealty.com

Live Happy

8+ years of experience

Personal experience in buying, 
developing, owning and selling 
investment properties

Local business owner,  
mother and entrepreneur 

Diligent, professional, 
committed to outstanding 
service 

Supports children with Dyslexia 
in the community

Alessia 
Ucelli
Realtor®  DRE#01896783

831.521.7099
alessia@montereycoastrealty.com

A Market Advantage

Never-ending commitment to  
Real Estate excellence since 2004

Cal Poly Marketing degree 
concentrates market data  
and insight into sales

Professional athletic pedigree 
instills discipline and preparation

Two is better than one –  
Kris Butler, Broker and partner 

Supporter of Monterey Peninsula 
Autism Assistance

Brian 
Butler
Realtor® SRES  DRE#01468232

831.241.4259
brianb@montereycoastrealty.com
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New Year Pet
Safety Tips

Diana L. Guerrero

Ask ARK  Lady
As this year ends and we head into a new one, it is a good time to encourage you 
and	your	friends	to	prepare	for	pet	safety	on	New	Year’s	Eve.	
 Loud noises during this holiday traumatize many animals during the holiday 
celebrations.
	 Desensitizing	a	pet	to	fireworks	and	related	noise	takes	preplanning	and	so	now	
is the time to start on those efforts.
	 The	best	strategy	is	to	find	a	good	animal	behaviorist	to	help	you	along.	Since	
the	holidays	are	hectic	and	one	might	not	be	available	at	such	short	notice,	there	
are a few things you can do.
 One of the most important is to make sure that your pet has ID tags with 
current	information	on	them.	Next,	be	sure	to	safely	secure	pets	both	before	and	
through the holiday period.
	 Quick	temporary	options	can	include:
 • crating your pet at home
 • kenneling the pet professionally
	 •	keeping	the	pet	confined/restrained	indoors
	 •	using	drug	therapy	(tranquilizers/anti-anxiety	medications	as	prescribed	from	
your veterinarian)
 • using alternative therapy (your holistic veterinarian or therapist will provide a 
list)
	 •	playing	classical	music	or	jazz	to	soothe	pets	and	camouflage	other	noises
	 Your	home	environment	is	usually	the	best	and	confinement	or	the	use	of	a	
crate to serve as a ‘den’ for your pet can help him or her feel more safe and secure. 
In this particular situation, crates that contain solid sidings with air vents work 
better	than	the	wire	ones.	
	 If	you	are	using	a	location	in	the	home	consider	using	the	bathroom,	laundry	
room,	or	secure	garage.	For	best	results	consider	using	a	room	with	limited	escape	
options,	such	as	windows	to	jump	through,	or	that	have	windows	that	are	too	high	
and narrow to access. Make sure the doors are securely shut.
 A few other strategies are to darken the room, or the crate, and to play soothing 
music	to	drown	out	the	firework	noise.
	 Be	aware	that	fireworks	may	be	set	off	before	dark	before	the	actual	holiday	so	
be	sure	to	keep	your	dog	on	a	leash	when	toileting.	Make	sure	the	collar	is	snug	
and not loose so the pet cannot slip out of it and run off.
	 It	is	also	a	good	idea	to	bed	down	your	pet	before	celebrations	and	the	fire-
works start.
 Don’t forget to watch out during the times others are opening and closing doors 
because	these	are	opportunities	for	nervous	animals	to	bolt.
	 If	you	need	recommendations	to	noise	phobia	aids	check	with	your	veterinarian	
and	seek	homeopathic	options	or	explore	veterinary	medical	options	or	boarding.
 About ARKlady: Diana L Guerrero (aka ARKlady) lives on the Central Coast 
of California by the sea. An author, animal whisperer and wildlife interpreter, her 
first word was “fish.” Known locally as “DGinPG,” she is a friend of the furred, 
feathered and finned. With a goal of enriching the lives of animals (both wild and 
tame) and empowering the humans that love them, she shares a lifetime of pro-
fessional experience and specialty training with animal lovers--who are not only 
passionate about animals but that want to make a difference in their lives and in 
the world in which they live.
	 Questions?	Call	(831)	291-3355	|	Email	Ask@TheArkLady.com	|	Visit	ARKla-
dy.com		 Questions	should	be	community-centric	and	nature	or	animal	oriented.	
Personal	pet	behavior	issues	are	best	tackled	in	a	virtual	or	in-person	behavior	
consultation.	Need	help?	Book	a	consultation	here	=>https://arklady.as.me/virtu-
al-consultation

WE BAKE OR YOU BAKE
Try the Peninsula’s Best Gluten-Free Crust

WE DELIVER! (831) 643-1111
1157 Forest Ave., #D (across from Trader Joe’s)

Mon-Thu 4-9:30pm • Fri-Sat 11-10pm • Sun 12-9:30pm
www.PIZZA-MYWAY.com

T he Fine s t  Gour me t  P izza

Winner of the 2010 PG Restaurant of the Year Award

Must present current coupon to get discount. 
Not combinable with other offers

EXPIRES 1-28-19

ONCE A YEAR BLOWOUT SALE
10% - 40% OFF
Through Jan 1st

~	Give	Something	Vintage	This	Year	~
Enjoy	Hot	Cocoa	&	Cookies

while	browsing	through	two	floors
of	Antiques	&	Collectibles	Happy	Holidays

Register to win a $50.00 Gift Certificate

Award Winning Documentary ‘From 
Shock to Awe’ comes to Monterey

The Monterey Psychedelic Society will host the Monterey premiere of the critically 
acclaimed, award winning documentary “From Shock to Awe” at Cinemark 13 in Del 
Monte Center on January 16 at 7:30pm.

“From Shock to Awe” takes an intimate and raw look at the transformational journey 
of two combat veterans suffering from PTSD as they abandon pharmaceuticals to seek 
relief through the mind-expanding world of psychedelics. It also raises fundamental 
questions about war, the pharmaceutical industry, and the US legal system.
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The Carmel Foundation Presents
Local Real Estate – Community Impact

Join us for a presentation regarding buying and selling real estate from a realtor 
and lender’s perspective. Learn tips to save time, money, and frustration whether 
you are thinking about buying, selling or refinancing real estate. Learn how to 

protect yourself during a rising interest rate environment and what not to do when 
buying and selling real estate. Patrick Ryan of Sotheby’s International Realty and 
Jeff McMullen from Kal Financial are two local experts that enjoy sharing their 

knowledge to help demystify the process.  

Details:
Wednesday, January 2, 2019, 2:30pm-4:00pm

The Carmel Foundation’s Diment Hall, SE Corner 8th  & Lincoln, Carmel
This presentation is free and open to the public

Space is limited to 100
For more information, please contact Leticia Garcia, Director of Support Services 

at 831.620.8705 or  lgarcia@carmelfoundation.org.
The Carmel Foundation hosts weekly Wednesday Programs- a lecture, entertain-

ment, or educational presentation such as a Cooking Demo with Myra Goodman, Mon-
terey’s La Merienda Celebration or a monthly Wellness Series with VNA & Hospice.

About The Carmel Foundation
The Carmel Foundation is an organization that serves members 55 and better in 

the Monterey County area and beyond. The Foundation is located in Carmel on the 
southeast Corner of 8thand Lincoln. The Carmel Foundation gives seniors an oppor-
tunity to live productive, enriching lives by offering a luncheon program, homebound 
meal delivery, free medical equipment loans, in-home services and respite grants, free 
lending library, Saturday movie, Technology Center, low-income housing, and more 
than 60 classes and activities each week.   For more information, contact Kimberly 
Willison, Director of Development at  kwillison@carmelfoundation.org,  www.car-
melfoundation.org, or 831.620.8701.    

Welcome 
to the 
family,
Sandra!

Sandra Stella may be new to us, 
but she’s no stranger to the 
Monterey community. With nearly 

20 years of compassionately caring for families, she is 
ready to guide you at your time of need or help you 
preplan for the future. Sandra and her team are here to 
help 24 hours a day – 365 days a year.

Sandra Stella, 
General Manager

1915 Ord Grove Ave. 
Seaside, CA 93955

831-394-1481
SeasideFunerals.com

450 Camino El Estero 
Monterey, CA 93940

831-375-4129
MissionMortuary.com

FD1451

FD814

 
 

Gentrain Society Lecture on February 6
Wednesday, February 6, 2019 

Gentrain Society Lecture: Elkhorn Slough: Wildness at the Heart of Monterey Bay 
Monterey Peninsula College Lecture Forum 103 

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 
Free; MPC Parking $3.00 

Information:  www.gentrain.org  ; tblumgm@gmail.com ; 372-0895 

For the past several decades, Mark Silberstein, Executive Director of the 
Elkhorn Slough Foundation, has worked behind the scenes on the conservation of 
Elkhorn Slough. In this talk, Mark will share insights from his time at the Slough 

and “pull back the curtain” on the efforts to protect this wild place at the heart of the 
Monterey Bay.

Elkhorn Slough is the largest coastal wetland south of San Francisco Bay and 
harbors a remarkable diversity of life, including the densest concentration of sea 

otters on the California Coast. Earlier this fall, the Slough joined a global network 
of wetlands when it was designated a “Wetland of International Importance, under 
the Ramsar Convention.” Come learn why Elkhorn Slough has been the focal point 

for such attention and hear about new initiatives to protect it.
Trained in marine zoology and ecology, Mark has explored aquatic environ-

ments from the Arctic to Antarctica and delved deeply into the tideflats of the 
Slough. Under his leadership, the Elkhorn Slough Foundation became an accredited 

land trust and now owns the largest acreage of conservation lands in the Elkhorn 
Watershed. He is known for a collaborative approach to conservation and a fondness 

for mud.

 
In a staged reading, playwright Carol Marquart captures the dual essence of 
a  societal  icon who  redefined  the  concept  of  fame. Diana,  Princess  of Wales, 
is  at  a  turning point  in  her  life. Not  yet  officially  separated  from her  husband, 
Prince Charles, Diana has invited tabloid writer, Jayne Morgan, to Kensington 
Palace. They have tea. They gossip. They share a few off-color jokes. Diana 
is everything Jayne imagined her to be: charming, down-to-earth, glamorous 
and witty. Then things get serious. Diana begins to pour out her heart about 
secret miseries including her sense of betrayal by the Royal family and her hus-
band’s  infidelity. At  the  end  of  the  interview  comes  an  unexpected  revelation. 
 
Carol Marquart, playwright, is fascinated with the lives of famous peo-
ple and revolutionary thinkers. Using local actors, she has written and pre-
sented her staged readings all over the Monterey Peninsula. Her character 
studies include Diana, Princess of Wales, Kurt Vonnegut Jr., Mark Twain, 
The Duchess of Windsor, William Randolph Hearst, J. Paul Getty, Bette Da-
vis, Louella Parsons, Hedda Hopper, Mabel Dodge Luhan and Rasputin! 

The Gentrain Society of Monterey Peninsula College will sponsor this 
free public lecture in January and February, 2019.   For lengthier descrip-
tions and illustrations for these talks please see the Gentrain website.

Gentrain Society Staged Reading Scott Dick, Monterey County 
Association of Realtors

Market Matters
What the Fed’s rate hike will mean for America’s wavering housing 
market: Will 2019 lead to a home buyer’s market?

Source: Market Watch
As 2018 winds to a close, the housing market has shown signs of a slowdown, 

and now the Federal Reserve has raised interest rates. Throughout this year, observ-
ers have begun to speculate that the country’s housing market may have hit its peak. 
Meanwhile, millions of Americans continue to wait on the sidelines. So what does 
that mean for those in the market to buy a home?
Housing inventory will remain incredibly tight, meaning that buying a home is a very 

expensive and difficult proposition for many.

• 2019 appears set to bring more of the same. “I would still rather be a seller than a 
buyer next year,” said Danielle Hale, chief economist at real-estate website Realtor.
com. 

• Mortgage rates will continue to rise, causing home prices and sales to drop

• The Federal Reserve announced Wednesday that it hiked the benchmark federal 
funds rate 25 basis points and indicated that it plans to raise rates again in 2019. 

• An increase to the federal funds rate, which is the interest rate at which banks lend 
money to each other, can lead to an uptick in mortgage rates.

Ahead of the Fed’s rate hike announcement, the interest rate on a fixed-rate 30-year 
mortgage fell 12 basis points from the previous week to 4.63%. 

• While that’s the lowest mortgage rates have been since September, they are still 
higher than a year ago. And by this time next year, experts predict rates will be 
even higher.

• Realtor.com estimated that the rate for a 30-year mortgage will reach 5.50% by the 
end of 2019, while mortgage liquidity provider Fannie Mae was more moderate, 
predicting that rates will only increase to 5% by then.

Call us at

831-324-4742 
for calendar

and  legal publication needs.
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Random Thoughts
Jane Roland

A Troubled Time “The Best Intentions” by Peter Silzer
*80 potential resolutions to consider
Puzzle on Page 4

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL

HOUSECLEANING SPECIALISTS
Let Us Do The Work For You

(831) 626-4426

Experienced • Professional
Same Cleaner For A Personal Touch

Bonded • 30 Year Track Record

SO MANY DUST BUNNIES

Pacific Grove
1116 Forest Ave, Ste B

(Corner of Forest & David Ave)

(831) 642-6000
All You Can Eat

Lunch Buffet
Mon. - Fri. 11 - 2

All You Can Eat

Dinner Buffet 
Wed. Night 5 - 8

$34.99+ Tax

2 Large 2 Topping Pizzas Every Day
Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 

charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 
charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

Not valid with any other offers, discounts, fundraisers or promotions. Valid for take-out, dine-in and delivery. Delivery 
charges apply. At participating restaurants Only. Print coupon and present at time of purchase. Expires 12/31/17

$20.99

$16.99

1 Large Specialty Pizza

1 Large 1-Topping Pizza

+ Tax

+ Tax

+ Tax

	 This	is	a	period	of	uncertainty.	There	is	so	much	internal	conflict	that	it	is	hard	
to know what is going on in the world. Most days it is reports on Donald Trump, 
either vilifying or worshiping, depending on the commentator or letter writer. I am, 
frankly,	tired	of	hearing	about	Trump.	He	is	our	President	and	likely	to	be	so	for	the	
next	three	years.	Marching,	screaming	and	using	unattractive	and	unimaginative	
four-letter	words	will	change	nothing.	Yes,	it	makes	the	utterer	feel	better	and	
those with a like mind. And infuriates those with the opposite thoughts who might 
come	up	with	vindictive	comments	of	their	own.	I	have	been	known	to	use	a	
four-letter	word	occasionally,	I	blush	to	say,	but	the	one	starting	with	F,	I	not	only	
find	unattractive,	but	indicates	that	the	user	can’t	think	of	anything	better	(or	more	
intelligent). Be that as it may, none of this is likely to change.
	 Most	recently	the	issue	has	been	the	persecution	of	women,	mentally	and	
physically. I grew up in the era of June Cleaver. There were strong, powerful 
females,	but	they	were	in	the	minority	when	it	came	to	recognition,	and	then	the	
news was spread with great surprise. When I left college with a degree allowing 
me	to	be	a	journalist,	there	were	no	opportunities	available.	There	were	famed	
female	reporters	but	most	excelled	in	writing	about	gardens,	clothing	and	social	
events. There were not many hard news writers and, I imagine, they were scorned or 
patronized	by	their	male	counterparts.	I	went	to	a	business	school	and	slipped	into	
advertising	by	the	“back	door”	as	secretary	to	one	of	the	directors.	However,	first	I	
had	a	job	at	Coldwell	Banker	as	“Administrative	Assistant”	to	one	of	the	partners.	
I recall a young woman in the typing pool who had the temerity to date one of the 
Junior Partners.
	 When	word	got	out,	she	was	fired...nothing	happened	to	him.	When	I	reached	the	
advertising world it was different. Women were treated as equals, men appreciated 
them and treated the ladies as equals. At least when I worked in media and outdoor 
industries…by	then	I	was	part	of	the	research	teams	and	loved	it.	Women	have	come	
a	long	way	since	those	days	and	will	continue.	I	have	never	been	a	physical	activist.	
I	don’t	march,	but	I	do	express	my	opinion	either	verbally	or	on	a	page.	I	happen	
to	believe	all	people	are	equal,	separated	by	education	and	economics.	If	you	have	
the	time	and	patience	“The	Disappearance”	(1951),	by	Philip	Wylie,	is	about	what	
happens	when	everyone	wakes	up	one	day	and	finds	that	all	members	of	the	opposite	
sex	are	missing	(all	the	men	must	get	along	without	women,	and	vice	versa).	The	
book	delves	into	the	double	standards	between	men	and	women	that	existed	prior	
the	woman’s	movement	of	the	1970s,	exploring	the	nature	of	the	relationship	
between	men	and	women	and	the	issues	of	women’s	rights.	When	women	“rule”	
there is peace.
	 I	am	concerned	about	the	massive	sexual	misconduct	charges.	In	1679	my
ancestor,	Elizabeth	Morse	of	Newburyport	was	accused	of	being	a	witch.	She	
was	sentenced	to	death	and	spent	a	year	in	prison.	Fortunately,	after	her	husband,	
William	Morse,	a	cobbler,	appealed	several	times,	she	was	saved	from	execution	but	
not	the	charges.	She	could	go	home	but	basically	was	under	house	arrest.	She	could	
not	go	above	264’	from	her	home	and	only	to	the	meeting	house	when	summoned.	
Fortunately, she lived downtown. Later, we had the Salem Witch Trials, where 
hundreds were imprisoned. If you have read the description of the conditions of 
the dungeons you were shocked. The ground was generally dirt, the people were 
shackled,	lying	in	their	own	filth,	fed	little	and	some	were	hanged.	All	of	this	
was	mass	hysteria.	I	am	not	suggesting	that	all	the	men	accused	in	the	“me	too”	
movement are not guilty.
	 We	know	that	many	are.	Yet,	I	would	be	willing	to	bet	that	some	are	accused	
by	vindictive	females	who	are	seeking	revenge	for	a	minor	transgression.	(or	even	
unreciprocated affection) Most women have had unwanted attention, if we were 
all	to	charge	the	men	involved	there	would	be	no	males	left	(in	my	case	most	are	
dead	but	there	were	some,	even	a	young	priest	who	went	to	the	Mission	Ranch	in	
“civilian”	attire	and	went	by	the	name	of	Mike)…I	hate	to	think	of	a	career	or	life	
being	ruined	because	he	slapped	a	woman	on	her	rear	end	,	hugged	or	tried	to	kiss	
her. My son who is a wonderful teacher says he cannot hug a child who falls and is 
hurt.	What	is	happening	to	our	world,	I	think	sexual	misconduct	is	reprehensible,	
but	some	accused,	you	may	be	sure,	are	innocent.	I	am	sad	that	my	companion	on	
this	page,	Tom	Stevens,	is	leaving.	We	first	knew	him	when	he	arrived	in	town	from	
Hawaii.	He	volunteered	for	us	for	a	year	or	so	until	he	found	a	wonderful	job	at	
Book	Works.	He	was	great	in	his	position,	people	loved	to	visit	him	(and	could	he	
sell).	He	had	an	infectious	smile,	a	good	laugh	and	has	a	writing	talent	I	envy

Jane Roland – 649-0657 or gcr770@aol.com

New Saturday Ballet at

Pacific Grove adult

educatioN ceNter!
With 

 Michelle Netzloff-luNa
Bfa daNce,  califorNia iNStitute of the artS

JaNuary 7-March 23 at our New tiMe 11aM-12:30PM

a 10 week courSe that iNcorPorateS traditioNal

Ballet with the iNtercoNNected eleMeNtS of

PilateS, alexaNder techNique, floor Barre, yoGa,
Self MaSSaGe aNd MiNdfulNeSS. 

claSSeS offered with SeNSitivity

to the liMitatioNS of the older Body

claSSeS are deterMiNed By Pre-reGiStratioN,
So early eNrollMeNt iS StroNGly adviSed

*StudeNtS caN reGiSter oNliNe at www.PGadulted.coM

*over the PhoNe at 831.646.6580
*iN PerSoN at PG adult ed ceNter

1025 liGhthouSe ave, Pacific Grove 
MaiN office cloSed Sat aNd SuN)
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Cedar Street Summit—Part 22
Has Lady Liberty strayed from the Path of the Prophet?

Wanda Sue Parrott
Homeless in Paradise

	 Timing	the	end	of	this	Cedar	Street	Summit	series	to	coincide	with	the	New	Year	
entails	questioning	the	two	remaining	Articles	of	the	United	Nations’	“Universal	
Declaration	of	Human	Rights”	that	was	enacted	in	1948.
	 If	the	Christmas-day	announcement	of	the	death	of	a	second	Guatemalan	immi-
grant	child	in	U.S.	custody	in	New	Mexico	is	reason	for	re-examination	of	the	Stat-
ue	of	Liberty’s	meaning	in	light	of	the	unfulfilled	ideals	set	forth	in	all	30	articles,	
what	can	be	done?
Article 28: 
“Everyone	is	entitled	to	a	social	and	international	order	in	which	the	rights	and	free-
doms	set	forth	in	this	Declaration	can	be	fully	realized.”
Does not incarcerating toddlers in wire cages with groups of children amount to 
torture	of	these	confused,	terrified	and	often	ill	little	people?	
Article 30: 
“Nothing	in	this	Declaration	may	be	interpreted	as	implying	for	any	State,	group	
or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the 
destruction	of	any	of	the	rights	and	freedoms	set	forth	herein.”
Does	not	separating	children	from	parents	and/or	allowing	children	to	get	so	sick	
they	actually	die	constitute	blatant	disregard	for	this	article?	In	other	words,	is	de-
tention	a	crime	against	humanity?
Statistics released during this week reveal that in 2018 there were 16,400 migrant 
children	who	entered	The	United	States.	Who	and	where	are	they	now?	What	can	
you	do?
I	suggest	your	own	Inner	Prophet	can	help	you	know	how	best	to	proceed	at	this	
crucial	mid-term	crossroad.

Avoid False Prophecy
Your	own	Inner	Prophet	will	provide	far	better	guidance	than	political	pundits,	
financial	advisers,	religious	proselytizers,	or	word	workers	like	me,	all	outside	influ-
encers	that	create	a	wall	more	powerful	than	the	one	the	president	wants	to	build	to	
keep people out. 
Distractions prevent you from accessing the amazing wisdom within the Silence of 
Self.
That	means	turning	off	your	cell	phone,	TV,	radio	and	other	mobile	or	electronic	
device	and	taking	a	break	from	brain	distraction.
Then, listen to your thoughts. And pay heed to your dreams.
Keep	a	notebook	handy	so	you	can	write	random	ideas	of	inspirational	or	prob-
lem-solving	value	when	they	come	to	mind.
Shakespeare	put	it	best	by	saying,	“To	thine	own	Self	be	true,	and	it	shall	follow	as	
the	night	follows	day,	thou	canst	not	be	false	to	any	man.”
Your	own	Inner	Prophet	knows	best	what’s	right	for	you!
Everyone	has	such	an	Inner	Prophet,	regardless	of	what	you	might	call	yours:	Still	
Small	Voice	Within;	Conscience;	Guardian	Angel;	God;	Higher	Self;	Great	Spirit;	
Buddha; Imagination. 
Since	I	became	a	poet	after	I	first	met	my	own	Inner	Prophet	back	in	December	
1960,	I	call	my	wise	guide	the	Muse.
My	muse	is	secular,	meaning	non-exclusionary,	like	the	Statue	of	Liberty	used	to	be.
When	I	get	off	the	Path,	Muse	guides	me	back	onto	it.
Here	is	some	of	the	guidance	my	Muse	has	given	me	and	which	I	have	attempted	to	
follow in sharing these columns with you.
May these words inspire you to start turning to your own inner strength for wisdom 
in	knowing	how	to	react	to	the	troubling	times	in	which	we	live,	and	to	know	how	
you	can	best	react	for	your	own	peace.

When Muse speaks, Poet listens
Muse	speaks	about	wisdom:
“And	dare	to	stand	naked	in	the	Sun	before	the	generations	of	Clad	Men	who	stand	
in	Darkness;”
“And	learn	the	Voice	of	Wisdom,	which	is	only	as	a	throbbing	Pulsebeat	that	makes	
no	Sound	except	within	your	own	Experience;”
Muse	speaks	about	right	action:
“And	act	uponWisdom,	trusting	that	it	will	be	right,	even	if	judgment	of	Wisdom’s	
Ways	appears	wrong;…”
Muse	speaks	about	fear:
“Fear,	but	fall	not	long	in	fearing;”
Muse	speaks	of	overcoming	helplessness:
“And	dare	to	hurl	back	through	the	Elements	the	Fury	of	the	Sun	as	it	is	hurled	at	
you,	which	is	the	Sword	of	Demos;”
Muse speaks of strength.
“And	be,	above	all	else,	Bold;	be	Bold	enough	to	cry	the	Tears	of	Humanity	without	
drowning	in	the	Vast	Salt	Seas	they	create;…”
When Muse speaks, I listen and then act in what I feel is the right path (aisle) to 
take.
Regardless of which side of the political aisle you consider yourself, when your 
Inner	Prophet	guides,	it	will	always	be	beneficent	to	your	nature.	
Anything	less	is	false	prophecy	and	you	will	recognize	it	as	such	because	it	will	lure	
you	off	the	path	of	peace.	If	that	happens,	just	say	NO!
Together,	by	being	true	to	our	own	Inner	Selves,	we	can	steer	Lady	Liberty	onto	the	
Path	of	the	Prophet	where	she	belongs.
Happy,	prosperous	New	Year,	and	May	your	Muse	be	with	you.

Contact Wanda Sue Parrott at 831-899-5887, amykitchenerfdn@hotmail.com
Copyright 2018 by Wanda Sue Parrott

When	French	sculptor	Auguste	Bartholdi’s	“Statue	of	Liberty”	was	inaugurated	in	
New	York	Harbor	in	honor	of	America’s	centennial	on	July	4,	1886,	it	represented	
Franco-American	friendship.	After	an	engraved	plaque	honoring	New	York	
poet	Emma	Lazarus	dated	November	2,	1883	was	added,	this	stanza	from	her	
Petrarchean	sonnet	turned	Lady	Liberty	into	the	secular	Prophet	aka	“Mother	of	
Exiles.”	Has	she	veered	from	her	perceived	American	path	of	justice?	

THE NEW COLOSSUS
By Emma Lazarus
Not	like	the	brazen	giant	of	Greek	fame,
With	conquering	limbs	astride	from	land	to	land;
Here	at	our	sea-washed,	sunset	gates	shall	stand
A	mighty	woman	with	a	torch,	whose	flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother	of	Exiles.	From	her	beacon-hand
Glows	world-wide	welcome;	her	mild	eyes	command
The	air-bridged	harbor	that	twin	cities	frame.
“Keep,	ancient	lands,	your	storied	pomp!”	cries	she
With	silent	lips.	“Give	me	your	tired,	your	poor,
Your	huddled	masses	yearning	to	breathe	free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send	these,	the	homeless,	tempest-tost	to	me,
I	lift	my	lamp	beside	the	golden	door!”
Photo courtesy of Clip Art

Presenting an award for 30 years of service to the City of Paci c Grove is (L) 
City Manager, Ben Harvey, to Emilio Alcarez, center, works in the Public Works 
Department. Public Works Director Dan Gho (R) was present for the award.

30 Years of Service
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Bill Cohen

Reasoning 
With God

What does God say about Jesus’ second coming?

Reasoning with God requires us to study the whole Bible, not just a few selected 
verses.  It is context, which opens our reasoning to the complete meaning of verses, 
as we see them fully develop in the light of other verses, Is 28:9-10, “Whom shall 
he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that 
are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon 
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there 
a little:” So, let us explore what God has to say about Jesus and His second coming.

One of the themes in the Old Testament points us to Jesus’ first appearance.  
Jesus was there before time began and He would come alone to the town of Beth-
lehem, Micah 5:2, “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”  Jesus would 
be born of a virgin, Is 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanu-
el.”  Jesus would be the Prince of Peace for all who accept Him as their savior, Is 
9:6, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”  Jesus would come the 
first time humbly, riding upon the colt of an ass to bring us salvation, Zech 9:9, 
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”

One of the themes in the New Testament points us to Jesus’ second coming.  
When Jesus returns He will not be alone, He will bring the host of heaven with 
Him.  A trumpet shall announce His coming, and those who chose to ignore Him 
will mourn, as they see Him coming with power and great glory, Matt 24:30-31, 
“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other.”  The trumpet will sound His coming with-
out prior warning, there will be no time to change our minds, 1 Cor 15:52, “In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  This is not 
the only time we have been told of Jesus’ return and those who chose to accept 
Him as their savior, will rise to meet Him in the sky, 1 Thes 4:16-17, “For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”  Every eye will see His 
return and many will wail at their loss, Rev 1:7, “Behold, he cometh with clouds; 
and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of 
the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”

Petr wants us to keep Jesus’ second coming foremost in our minds so we 
will not be lured away from our savior before He returns.  The judgment awaits 
us all and only those of us who willingly accept Jesus as our savior will be saved, 
2 Pet 3:1-10, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up.”  

When we step before our Lord and Savior on judgment day, we will either 
hear, Matt 25:23, “His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” or we will hear, Matt 7:23, “And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  In 
this life, we will choose which of these two greetings we will receive.  There will 

be no one to blame if we make the wrong choice.  Jesus wants all of us to be part of 
His eternal family, however, He will not force any of us to love Him, Eze 33:11, “Say 
unto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; 
but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel?”

So, how do we turn from our evil ways?  And, what are our evil ways?
To better understand this; let us compare this life to a great war.  Two sides having 

opposing beliefs decide to go to war.  The goal is to defeat the other side, thus requiring 
them to change their beliefs or die.  God uses love, truth, and freedom as His weapons 
in this war.  The devil uses hatred, anger, lies, addictions, slavery, pain and suffering 
as his weapons.  We need to decide which side we will support and thereby which 
weapons we will use.  In war, there are victims, those injured and those who will lose 
the balance the life God has given us on this earth.  The spiritual war between God 
and Satan also has victims, some of those choosing God will be injured, and some will 
become martyrs.  Just as some of the soldiers, who went to Europe to free the continent, 
died from the evil brought by the Axis, some of us will become victims as we choose 
to use love, truth, and freedom as our weapons, in this war against Satan.  So, we turn 
from our evil ways when we freely choose to give our love to all, we always tell the 
truth, and we willingly allow others the freedom necessary to find their own way to 
Jesus.  How do we do this?

We refuse to allow Satan to bind us with his addictions, Gal 5:1, “Stand fast therefore 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage.”  We choose to use our freedom for good, not allowing maliciousness 
to creep into our lives, 1 Pet 2:16, “As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of 
maliciousness, but as the servants of God.”  We choose to live the fruits of the Spirit, 
which God freely offers to all through the Holy Ghost, Gal 5:22-23, “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law.”  We do not allow corruption or vanity to 
enter our lives, Rom 8:18-21, “Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For I reckon 
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for 
the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not 
willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope” We work to free 
the oppressed, Is 58:6-7, “Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of 
wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye 
break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor 
that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and 
that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?”  We do not use the gospel to burden 
others, Acts 15:10, “Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of 
the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?”  We do not judge 
others, 1 Cor 10:29, “Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my 
liberty judged of another man’s conscience?”  We are humble and live in peace with all 
people, Rom 13:7-9, “Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. Owe no man any 
thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For this, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is 
briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”  
We sacrifice some of our freedoms, when they would cause our brothers to stumble, 1 
Cor 8:13, “Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.”  

In short, we allow Jesus’ tender love to rule in our lives, by reading and reasoning 
with His Word.  It will make all the difference when He returns.

If you have comments about the blog you just read, want to express an opposing 
opinion, have suggestions for future topics, and/or want me to email you the blog 
weekly, just email me at bill@reasoningwithgod.com.

Bay
Cutters
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Sally Baho
Post Cards from the Kitchen

Merry Christmas with a coffee buttercream bûche de Noël (yule log) 
Pacific Grove
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I 

know	it’s	after	Christmas	but	Christmas	is	not	a	day	but	a	season	so	why	not	a	recipe	
three	days	late?	I	wanted	to	share	this	for	the	recipe-clippers	and	recipe-savers	out	
there;	it	is	pretty	involved	but	well	worth	it	as	my	family	testified	to.	
	 A	brief	history:	a	yule	log	or	bûche	de	Noël	(in	French)	is	a	traditional	dessert	
served	on	and	around	Christmas	in	Belgium,	France,	Switzerland,	Quebec,	and	
several former French colonies, one of which—Syria—yours truly happens to 
be	from.	The	word	“yule”	actually	means	a	festival	observed	during	the	winter	
solstice	by	the	Germanic	and	Nordic	peoples.	The	tradition	of	the	yule	log	predates	
Christianity	and	is	believed	to	be	about	luck.	During	the	yuletide	season	(between	
November	and	January),	families	were	to	go	into	the	forest	and	pick	a	hearty	tree	
to	cut	down.	They	were	then	to	return	with	the	most	robust	log	they	could	find	and	
burn	it	in	deference	to	various	deities	in	celebration	of	life	and	prosperity.	One	old	
European	belief	says	that	the	log	had	to	catch	fire	on	the	first	attempt	to	light	it,	
otherwise	the	family	was	doomed	to	bad	luck	that	year.	
 The yule log, the cake, is composed of a genoise—an Italian sponge cake—iced, 
rolled	to	form	a	cylinder,	and	iced	again	on	the	outside	with	chocolate	buttercream	
decorated	in	such	a	way	so	as	to	resemble	a	log.	
 For the genoise (sponge cake). This recipe came from my mom’s tattered and 
batter-stained	cookbook.	She	transcribed	it	long	before	I	existed	and	got	it	from	
her	childhood	neighbor	and	mom’s	dear	friend	Tante	Viva—Tante	meaning	auntie,	
another	remnant	of	French	colonialism	in	Levantine	Arabic.

100	g.	all-purpose	flour,	sifted
125 g. powdered sugar, sifted 
4 egg yolks
6 egg whites
The	juice	of	half	a	lemon
The rind of a half a lemon
1	tsp	baking	powder	

Heat	the	oven	to	400˚F.	Line	a	swiss	role	pan	with	parchment	paper,	leave	some	
parchment as overhang. 

	 In	a	medium	bowl,	mix	the	flour	and	baking	powder,	set	aside.	In	a	large	bowl,	
beat	the	yolks,	sugar,	lemon	juice,	and	lemon	rind.	The	goal	is	to	not	have	lumps,	
set	aside.	In	a	separate	bowl	beat	the	egg	whites	until	they	form	stiff	peaks.	Add	
one	spoon	of	the	flour	mixture	to	the	egg	yolk	mix	and	fold	slowly	and	gently	
enough	to	not	form	lumps.	Add	one	spoon	of	egg	whites	and	fold	gently.	You	want	
to	incorporate	the	egg	whites	into	the	yolk	mixture	but	maintain	the	fluffiness	and	
airiness	of	their	texture.	Repeat	this	until	all	of	the	flour	and	egg	whites	are	fully	
incorporated. 
	 Spread	evenly	onto	the	prepared	swiss	role	pan.	Bake	for	exactly	10	minutes.	
Until	the	top	of	the	cake	begins	to	have	a	golden	tinge—almost	like	the	texture	and	
color of the perfectly roasted marshmallow. Remove from the oven and let cool a 
few minutes. While cooling, dust a clean kitchen towel with powdered sugar and 
gently	peel	the	cake	onto	the	powdered	sugar-dusted	towel.	Roll	gently	and	set	aside.	

While	the	cake	cools,	prepare	the	buttercream,	recipe	pieced	together	from	multiple	
verifiable	sources:

3	egg	yolks	(how	convenient,	you	have	2	leftover	from	step	1)	
1 egg
1 cup sugar
1/3	cup	water
1	1/2	cup	unsalted	butter,	at	room	temperature	
1-2	tbsp.	coffee	extract	or	make	a	really	strong	coffee	using	1	tbsp	boiling	water	and	
half	a	tbsp	instant	coffee

In	a	standup	mixture,	beat	the	yolks	and	the	egg	until	it	has	tripled	in	size.	While	
it	is	beating	away,	prepare	a	syrup	with	the	sugar	and	water	in	a	heavy	bottomed	
saucepan.	You	want	the	syrup	to	reach	225˚F,	measure	with	a	candy	thermometer,	
and	be	patient	because	it	may	bubble	over	so	you	will	want	to	do	this	over	low	heat	
and pay attention. 
Once	the	syrup	reaches	225˚,	reduce	the	speed	on	the	standup	mixer,	remove	the	
syrup	from	the	heat	and	add	slowly	and	gently	over	the	egg	mixture.	Once	you’ve	
added	all	of	the	syrup	beat	for	three	more	minutes.	
	 Add	the	butter	slowly,	1/4	stick	at	a	time.	You	want	the	quarter	stick	to	get	at	
least	half	incorporated	before	adding	the	next	quarter	stick.	Once	all	of	the	butter	
has	been	added,	beat	another	ten	minutes.	Add	the	coffee	extract,	according	to	your	
preference. 

Chocolate icing, from Paul Hollywood an English celebrity chef 

1	stick	unsalted	butter,	room	temperature
200 g. powdered sugar, sifted
25 g. cacao, sifted 
1	1/2	tbsp.	milk

With	a	handheld	mixer	beat	the	butter	until	it’s	soft.	Sift	sugar	and	cacao	over	the	
butter	and	mix	well.	Add	the	milk	to	soften	the	icing.	Add	it	in	increments	because	
you	may	not	use	it	all.	Or	you	may	need	more,	use	your	judgement,	but	you	want	
it	to	be	a	somewhat	stiff	icing—soft	enough	to	spread	but	stiff	enough	to	hold	the	
shape	of	“bark.”	

To assemble the cake: 

Spread	buttercream	over	the	sponge	cake	and	even	it	out.	I	only	used	about	half	
of	the	buttercream,	the	other	half	you	can	put	on	toast	and	enjoy	post	holidays	but	
before	the	New	Year’s	resolution	goes	into	effect.	Gently	roll	it	up	and	transfer	to	
the	platter	on	which	you	will	be	serving.	Delicately	spread	the	chocolate	icing	over	
the	rolled	cake.	I	say	gently	because	you	don’t	want	to	tear	the	sponge	cake.	Some	
people	use	a	fork	to	make	the	effect	of	a	tree’s	bark.	You	can	dust	powdered	sugar	
over it to look like snow, or shave chocolate, and add decorations such as macaroon 
or	marzipan	mushrooms—the	traditional	bûche	décor.	I	made	my	mushrooms	(and	
ladybug)	by	dying	marzipan	and	hand-shaping	the	figures.	And	lastly,	enjoy!	

I always love hearing feedback so feel free to write me at SallyBaho@gmail.com 
or visit my website at www.SallyBaho.com to read more about my adventures and 
thoughts. Merry Christmas! 
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Kyle Krasa

Planning for 
Each Generation

A key idea of estate planning is to preserve your wishes. It is important to have 
confidence that when you make an estate plan, it will be honored by future generations. In 
order to preserve such wishes, trusts typically become irrevocable upon the trust-maker’s 
death.  In certain circumstances, a trust might be irrevocable as soon as it is executed.  
The irrevocalbe nature of the trust is intended to create a legally binding agreement that 
will be enforced in the future, long after you have passed away. 

Although preserving your estate planning wishes is important, it is impossible to 
foresee all of the situations that could arise in the future. Changes in the law, changes in 
legal strategies, and changes in beneficiaries’ circumstances could make what was once 
a sensible plan obsolete. As a result, providing some method for the ability to change 
an otherwise irrevocable trust is important. 

The law has long recognized the need to be able to modify an outdated trust.  If the 
trust-maker is still living, upon consent by both the trust-maker and the beneficiaries, 
an irrevocable trust can be modified without court involvement pursuant to California 
Probate Code Section 15404.  However, since many trusts only become irrevocable upon 
the trust-maker’s death, the simple procedure under Section 15404 is often not available.  

If the trust-maker is incapacitated or deceased, then it is still possible to modify an 
irrevocable trust upon petitioning the court pursuant to either California Probate Code 
Section 15403 or 15409.   Section 15403  requires all of  the beneficiaries  to consent 
whereas Section 15409 requires a demonstration of a change in circumstances that 
frustrates the trust-maker’s intent. In both situations, the court must balance the reason 
for the change with the material purpose of the trust.

In an attempt  to make modification of  irrevocable  trusts simpler,  the California 
legislature recently passed a new law that allows for “trust decanting” in certain situa-
tions.  Just as old wine is “decanted” by pouring it into a new container and leaving the 
old sentiment behind, a trust can be “decanted” by “pouring” the trust assets into a new 
and improved trust, leaving the old and outdated provisions behind. The new California 
law allows for trust decanting as of January 1, 2019 even if the original trust did not 
specifically authorize trust decanting.  However, the new statute has several limitations. 

The law makes a distinction between whether the trustee has “expanded” discre-
tion to decide how to distribute the assets to the beneficiaries or whether the trustee 
has “limited” discretion.  If the trustee has “expanded” discretion, the trustee can make 
both administrative changes such as changing administrative powers of the trustee or 
changing the successor trustees, as well as make substantive changes such as eliminat-
ing a beneficiary or changing the standard of trust distributions.  “Limited” discretion 
is defined as the trustee being limited by an “ascertainable standard,” a guideline that 
governs the trustee’s discretion.  Because most trusts provide an “ascertainable standard,” 
trust decanting under the new California law is limited. 

The new law does not prohibit a trust from including more expansive trust decanting 
provisions or from introducing other ways to modify the trust in the future such as giving 
the beneficiary the power to change the remainder beneficiaries, giving the beneficiary 
the power to change trustees, and appointing a “trust protector” – an independent party 
who has certain amendment and administrative powers. However, the more expanded 
powers must be specifically included in the trust in order for them to be effective.

Most older trusts do not have comprehensive provisions that allow for flexibility in 
certain situations. As a result, it is generally a good idea that the California legislature 
included the possibility of trust decanting over a trust that does not specifically authorize 
the practice.  However, the new trust decanting law is limited in its scope and application.  
As a result, if your trust is still revocable, it is a good idea to consider whether it would 
be prudent for you to include your own trust decanting provisions or other methods to 
make the trust flexible in a changing world. 

KRASA LAW, Inc. is located at 704-D Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California and 
Kyle may be reached at 831-920-0205. 

Disclaimer: This article is for general information only.  Reading this article does 
not establish an attorney/client relationship.  Before acting on any of the information 
provided in this article, you should consult a competent attorney who is licensed to 
practice law in your community. 

Decanting a Trust
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